€ What can | do if one or more
household members can't claim to
be a U.S. citizen, U.S. national or
have eligible immigration status?

The law has included assistance for the preser-
vation of “mixed” families. (A mixed family
includes members with eligible immigration
status and members without eligible immigration
status.) Mixed families may be eligible for one of
two types of assistance*:

1. Proration of assistance

If the family was not receiving housing assis-
tance as of June 19, 1995, SHA will pro-rate
assistance. SHA will prorate assistance accord-
ing to how many members of the family are
eligible to receive assistance (rather than the
total number of household members).

2. Temporary deferral of termination

If a mixed family qualifies for prorated assistance
but decides not to accept prorated assistance, or
if a family has new members with eligible immi-
gration status, the family may be eligible for a
temporary deferral of termination of assistance.
This permits the family additional time for family
members with ineligible status to find other
affordable housing.

Non-citizen students. Students who are not U.S.
citizens or U.S. nationals or who lack eligible
status do not qualify for any of the above.

Appeal process. Tenants will be given the
opportunity to request an appeal to the INS or an
informal hearing with SHA upon any notice that
terminates his or her housing assistance under
the preservation of families provisions.

* If your household includes members without eligible status

and you have been receiving assistance since June 19, 1995,

other rules may apply. Please speak with a staff member.

Information in this flyer is based on rules found in the
Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Title 24 Part 5
Subpart E: Restrictions on Assistance to Noncitizens.

Agencies that can help

The Coalition for Immigrant and Refugee

Rights is a group of local service agencies

committed to assisting eligible persons by:

e assisting with naturalization and English
as a second language instruction;

e screening individuals for citizenship
eligibility and assessing for English skills
and other needs;

e providing assistance with SHA’s housing
application; and

e helping people prepare for and pass the
INS citizenship review.

Contact these members of the Coalition for
Immigrant and Refugee Rights for help with
housing assistance:

Asian Counseling and Referral Service
206-695-7600

Center for Career Alternatives
206-322-9080

Chinese Information and Service Center
206-624-4062

East African Community
Development Council
206-261-6343 or 206-721-0896

Horn of Africa Services
206-760-0550 or 206-344-5872

Jewish Family Services
206-461-3240

Refugee Women'’s Alliance
206-721-0243

Community Services of the
Seattle Housing Authority

‘) 907 N.W. Ballard Way, Ste. 200
Seattle, WA 98107-4637
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DA
Seattle 7
Housing g

Authority

How your immigration

status can affect your
housing assistance

Federal law requires Low Income

Public Housing residents and Section
8 participants to be U.S. citizens or U.S.
nationals or to have eligible immigration
status to receive financial assistance. This
leaflet explains what to do if you do not
have legal immigration status.

Alternate formats are available.

We are committed to making our materials,

services and programs accessible to people
oreortunty  with disabilities or handicaps. If you have a
disability or handicap and need help to complete the
application process or lease a unit, please request an
accommodation. For example, we can provide applica-
tion materials in large type or other alternate formats. If
we cannot fulfill your request, we will try to find other
ways to meet your needs. | SHA-38 (Rev. 10/03)




€ Can my immigration status
affect my housing assistance?

Under federal law, all Seattle Housing Authority
residents, participants and household members
who receive a federal subsidy must declare
whether they are U.S. citizens, U.S. nationals or
have eligible immigration status. This require-
ment affects the Low Income Public Housing
program and all Section 8 programs.

Because SHA wants to give all household
members the best opportunity to be able to claim
citizenship or eligible immigration status:

e SHA does not verify citizenship or status at
the admissions interview.

e SHA does not verify citizenship or status at
the time of leasing or voucher issuance.

e SHA must verify status by the first regular
annual certification of income (one year after
leasing a unit in any program).

If you and all of your household members are
U.S. citizens, U.S. nationals or have eligible
immigration status, you will continue receiving
the federal subsidy.

Q What happens if | or my family
members do not have eligible
immigration status after one year?

If you or one or more of your household mem-
bers cannot, or do not, claim to be U.S. citizens,
U.S. nationals or have eligible immigration
status, you will not necessarily lose your
housing, but your federal subsidy may be
reduced or terminated.

If you have any questions or concerns about your
immigration status as it applies to your housing
assistance, you should contact a staff member at
the PorchLight Housing Center.

Understanding

“eligible immigration status”

Non-citizens may have eligible
immigration status in these categories:

1. Immigrants and special agriculture workers

A non-citizen lawfully admitted for permanent residence,
as defined by Section 101(a)(20) of the Immigration and
Nationality Act (INA) as an immigrant, as defined by
Section 101(a)(15) of the INA (8 U.S.C. 1101(a)(20) and
1101(a)(15) respectively)(immigrants). This category
includes a non-citizen admitted under Section 210 or
210A of the INA (8 U.S.C. 1160 or 1161), special
agriculture workers, who have been granted lawful
temporary resident status; or

2. Non-citizens residing in U.S. prior to 1972

A non-citizen who entered the United States before
January 1, 1972, or such later date as enacted by law,
and has continuously maintained residence in the United
States since then, and who is not eligible for citizenship
but who is deemed to be lawfully admitted for permanent
residence as a result of an exercise of discretion by the
Attorney General under Section 249 of the INA (8 U.S.C.
1259); or

3. Refugee or asylum status

A non-citizen who is lawfully present in the United States
pursuant to an admission under Section 207 of the INA
(8 U.S.C. 1157)(refugee status); pursuant to the grant of
asylum (which has not been terminated) under Section
208 of the INA (8 U.S.C. 1158)(asylum status); or as a
result of being granted conditional entry under Section
203(a)(7) of the INA (8 U.S.C. 1153(a)(7)) before April 1,
1980, because of persecution or fear of persecution on
account of race, religion, or political opinion or because
of being uprooted by catastrophic national calamity; or

4. Parole status

A non-citizen who is lawfully present in the United States
as a result of an exercise of discretion by the Attorney
General for emergent reasons or reasons deemed
strictly in the public interest under Section 212(d)(5) of
the INA (8 U.S.C. 1182(d)(5))(parole status); or

5. Deportation asylum

A non-citizen who is lawfully present in the United States
as a result of the Attorney General’s withholding
deportation under Section 234(h) of the INA (8 U.S.C.
1253(h))(threat to life or freedom); or

6. Amnesty granted

A non-citizen lawfully admitted for temporary or perma-
nent residence under Section 245A of the INA (8 U.S.C.
1255a)(amnesty granted under INA 245A).

@ What do | need to verify my
iImmigration or citizenship status?

For U.S. citizens, verification consists of a
signed Declaration of U.S. Citizenship.

For non-citizens 62 years or older as of June
19, 1995, verification consists of these two items:
e A signed Declaration of Eligible

Immigration Status
e A proof of age document

For all other non-citizens, verification consists
of these three items:
e A signed Declaration of Eligible
Immigration Status
e A signed Verification Consent Form
e One of the following from the U.S. Department
of Immigration and Naturalization Services:
Form I-551 (Alien Registration Card) or
Form 1-94 (Arrival Departure Record)
annotated with one of the following:
— Admitted as a Refugee pursuant to Section 207
— Section 208 or Asylum
— Section 243(h) or Deportation stayed by Attorney

General
— Paroled pursuant to Section 212(d)(5) of the INA

OR

e Form 1-94 (Arrival Departure Record)
not annotated, with one of the following:

— A final court decision granting asylum

— A letter from the INS asylum officer, or from the INS
district director granting asylum

— A court decision granting withholding of deportation

— A letter from an INS asylum officer granting withholding
of deportation

OR

one of the following:

e Form |-688 (Temporary Resident Card)
annotated with Section 245A or Section 210

e Form |-688B (Employment Authorization
Card) annotated with Provision of Law
274a.12(11) or Provision of Law 274a.12

e A receipt from INS indicating the application
for issuance of a replacement document for
one of the above.



