
Seattle Housing Authority
  A Place to Live, a Place to Grow

The Seattle Housing Authority (SHA) provides subsidized rental housing and rental 

assistance to people in Seattle with low incomes. In addition to providing high-

with low incomes.
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The Scope of SHA



SHA is an independent public 
corporation established in 1939. SHA’s 

out Seattle.

Choice 

MORE THAN HOUSING



HOUSING PROGRAMS
The Seattle Housing Authority provides housing to a wide range of individuals and families 
through three types of programs.

SHA owned/managed
This housing is owned and/or managed directly by the Seattle Housing Authority. Many 
locations include on-site supportive services. The majority of this program is low-income 
public housing, which is supported by a federal subsidy that allows households to pay 
30% of their income for rent and utilities. It also includes housing that is reserved primarily 

to income. A small number of units in the program are owned by SHA but 

low-income housing tax credits and/or tax-exempt bonds.

Tenant-based vouchers
Tenant-based vouchers enable participants to rent housing from any 
landlord, provided the housing meets quality standards set by the federal 
government. Participants generally pay 30- 40% of their income for rent 
and utilities. SHA pays the remainder, up to an established maximum, 
directly to the landlord. Vouchers are assigned to the participant, not any 
particular housing unit, and, if tenants remain in compliance with their 

leases and program rules, they can apply the voucher to another place to live if they choose 
to move.  

Collaborative housing
by SHA. The majority is funded through what are called project-based vouchers, 
meaning the funding is attached to certain units of housing, typically operated by private 

does not own or operate. 

WHO SHA SERVES
Income
96 percent of households served by SHA have 
incomes at or below 50 percent of the Area Median 
Income (AMI). 85 percent are at or below 30 percent 
of AMI, which is considered extremely low income.
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Seattle Housing Authority
101 Elliott Ave W, Suite 100
Seattle, WA 98119

206.615.3300

MORE INFORMATION
If you would like more information about the 
Seattle Housing Authority, or to contact SHA, 
please visit the website: 

seattlehousing.org


