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Housing authorities join in 
helping Katrina victims
Some displaced from the Gulf Coast seek 
housing in Northwest
BY VIRGINIA FELTON

Seattle Housing Authority

In the national effort to reach out to 
those made homeless by Hurricane Ka-
trina, both the Seattle and King County 
housing authorities are doing their best 
to pitch in.

“Everyone wants to do what they can to 
help in this situation,” said SHA Executive 
Director Tom Tierney. “But we also want to 
be mindful of the ongoing needs of the low-
income people who already live here.”

Both housing authorities have some 
vacancies in non-subsidized housing that 
could be made available for people from the 
Gulf Coast, but both still remain wary of 
giving up Section 8 vouchers over the long 
term or bypassing those already on waiting 
lists for vouchers or public housing.

“We think we can provide the kind of 
housing that is needed by using vacancies 

in some of our non-subsidized housing 
where there are currently no waiting lists,” 
Tierney said. 

Both housing authorities own housing 
units that do not receive a subsidy from 
the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development and therefore are not in the 
low-income public housing program.

A number of people from the Gulf States 
have arrived in King County, and several 
have inquired about housing at both hous-
ing authorities. At press time, none had 
actually moved in. 

The housing authorities are working 
with others at the local, state and national 
levels to coordinate services. 

All people displaced by Hurricane Ka-
trina are being asked to register with the 
Federal Emergency Management Agency 
and the Red Cross before seeking hous-
ing elsewhere. FEMA can be reached 

Please see “Hurricane” on page 3

Primaries pave the way for  
elections in city, county

PHOTO BY SARA FARINELLI 

City Council Candidate Angel Bolanos campaigns at a recent event. Bolanos, who was 
running for Position 4, did not make it through the September primary.

BY CLAUDE IOSSO & SARA FARINELLI

Special to the Voice

Last month’s primary set the stage for a 
number of city and county council races. 
This year’s general election will take place 
on Nov. 8. The last day to mail in your 
registration is Oct. 8. 

You can find out more about registering 
to vote and download registration forms 
online at http://www.metrokc.gov/elec-
tions/register.htm#register. Registration 
forms are also available at your city hall or 
the nearest fire station or public library.

County council district lines redrawn
After the Sept. 20 primary, many King 

County Housing Authority residents found 
themselves in new county council districts, 
with new candidates on the ballot to rep-
resent them. Seattle Housing Authority 
residents who lived in the now-eliminated 
10th District were also affected.

The number of members on the King 
County Council dropped from 13 to nine, 
reducing the number of districts by the 
same number. As a result, Kent and Des 
Moines are now in the 5th District, Auburn 
is in the 7th, Issaquah is in the 3rd, and 
Burien and Normandy Park are in the 8th. 
Kirkland and most of Bellevue are now 
in the 6th District. In Seattle, the 4th, 2nd 
and 8th districts absorbed the eliminated 
10th district.

With their districts eliminated, incum-
bent council members faced off in two pri-
mary races. Early tallies showed Council-
man Reagan Dunn, a Bellevue Republican, 
beating fellow council Republican Steve 
Hammond in District 9, which covers the 
rural southeastern part of the county. 

The initial results in the District 1 race 
between Carolyn Edmonds and Bob Fer-
guson were too close to call at press time. 
District 1 includes Shoreline, Lake Forest 
Park, Kenmore and Bothell. Ferguson no 
longer could represent the 2nd District in 
Seattle when his North Seattle neighbor-
hood was absorbed by the expanded 1st 
District. 

Ferguson and Edmonds were both  
Democrats with similar voting records. In 
District 9, Dunn, the son of U.S. Congress-
woman Jennifer Dunn, and Hammond 
were both conservative Republicans. 

Winners of both primaries are favored to 
beat little-known opponents in the general 
election. Ferguson or Edmonds will face 
Republican Steven Pyeatt, who organized 
opposition to tent city homeless camps, in 
District 1. In the 9th District, Democrat 
Shirley Gaunt-Smith, a retired Boeing 
computer engineer, will challenge Dunn.

Other contested seats on the County 
Council include incumbent Democrat 
Larry Gossett v. Republican Brian Thomas 
in District 2, incumbent Democrat Julia 

Please see “Elections” on page 2

“Everyone wants to do what they 
can to help in this situation. But 
we also want to be mindful of the 
ongoing needs of the low-income 
people who already live here.”
 Seattle Housing Authority 
Executive Director Tom Tierney on 
housing Katrina victims.

See story above

Rainier Valley job fair a hit
BY VOICE STAFF

The Center for Career Alternatives 
teamed with Seattle Weed & Seed to pres-
ent the “Career & Jobs Fair for Southeast” 
on Thursday, September 15 at the Emerald 
City Outreach Ministries in the Rainier 
Valley. 

The job fair’s intent was to give South-
east residents exposure to local, regional 
and national employers, vocational and 
educational institutions and to offer job 
opportunities and skills training.

 Community agencies such as Work 
Source Rainier, Asian Counseling & Re-
ferral Services and CCA along with educa-
tional programs such as the Apprenticeship 
Program of Western Washington Masonry 
Trades participated in the event. 

Also represented were CLP Resources, 
Inc, which places workers with top con-
struction contractors nationwide and 
offers educational opportunities for long-
term employees, Airport Jobs, Key Bank, 
Bank of America, Washington Mutual and 
McDonald’s.

CCA Executive Director Al Sugiyama 
reported that approximately 250 people at-
tended the fair—56 percent were between 
16 and 36 and 44 percent were over 36.

“Overall I was pleased with the turn out, 
and it was good to have a mix of employ-
ers, colleges and schools and community 
agencies,” he said. “Unlike most job and 
career fairs we had food, entertainment, 
and door prizes.”

Sugiyama added that CCA would love to 
stage two events per year, but, hosting an-
other depends on funding from Weed and 
Seed. Ninety-three percent of the people 
who filled the survey were interested in 
attending another job fair.

 “What was interesting was that for 49 
percent of the people, this was the first 
Job and Career Fair they had attended,”  
Sugiyama added.

The CCA-Seattle Weed & Seed part-
nership has worked towards providing 
employment and educational opportunities 
for low-income, at-risk youth in southeast 
Seattle for the past two years.
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Health Notes
A column devoted to your well-being

BY PAM MCGAFFIN

Healthy Aging Partnership

Your digestive system is sort of like 
the engine in your car. When it’s running 
smoothly, you tend to forget about it. When 
it isn’t, it can really cramp your style, so 
to speak. 

Heartburn, constipation, nausea and di-
arrhea can be your digestive tract’s way of 
telling you to pay attention to what you eat, 
according to the Healthy Aging Partner-
ship, a coalition of 40 nonprofit and public 
organizations dedicated to the health and 
well-being of older adults.

You’re wise to listen to your gut. Your 
digestive system has the important job of 
absorbing nutrients, ridding our bodies of 
waste and toxins and helping fight sickness 
and infection.

If it’s not working right for whatever rea-
son, malnourishment, digestive disorders 
and disease can result. 

Older adults need to pay particular at-
tention to their digestive health. As we age, 
our bodies produce less saliva and stomach 
acid, making it more difficult to break 
down and absorb some nutrients. Medica-
tion side effects and a dulled sense of taste 
and smell can lead to other problems.

HAP offers tips to help older adults keep 
their digestion on track.

For instance, be sure to eat foods with 
fiber. Choosing fiber-rich foods, which 
include colorful fruits and vegetables as 
well as legumes and whole grains, ensures 
a nutritious diet as well as good digestion. 
A high-fiber diet also helps prevent weight 
gain, constipation and diarrhea and can 
also lower your risk of developing colon 
cancer. When increasing your fiber intake, 
start slowly and work towards a goal of 20 
to 25 grams of fiber daily. 

Drink plenty of water. Water and healthy 

beverages such as milk and fruit juices 
keep you hydrated and help your body 
dissolve nutrients and process waste. It 
is particularly important to drink plenty 
of fluids if you are increasing your fiber 
intake. Limit alcoholic drinks to no more 
than one a day for women, two for men. 

Cut the saturated fat. Eating too much 
fat, such as that found in red meat and 
fried and processed foods, bogs down the 
digestive system. This leads to heartburn, 
constipation and bloating, not to mention 
an increased risk of colon cancer. 

Maintain good eating habits. Eat mod-
erate portions, regular meals and take the 
time to chew—and enjoy—your food. If 
you gulp down your meals, you’re likely 
to pay for it later with bloating and excess 
gas. 

Control your weight. Overweight people 
are more prone to constipation, bloating 
and digestive tract disorders, including 
acid reflux. 

Get regular exercise. Walking and other 
aerobic activities, besides being good for 
you, stimulate the intestinal muscles, help-
ing the body eliminate waste. 

Stop smoking. In addition to upping your 
cancer risk, tobacco increases stomach acid 
and contributes to a number of digestive 
conditions, including peptic ulcers and 
Crohn’s disease or inf lammation of the 
small intestine. 

See a doctor if problems persist. If your 
digestive distress doesn’t respond to dietary 
or lifestyle changes or becomes more fre-
quent or severe, see your doctor. You may 
have a digestive disorder that requires 
specific treatment. 

For more health tips as well as informa-
tion on other issues related to life as an 
older adult, call HAP’s free and confiden-
tial help line at 1-888-435-3377 or e-mail 
hap@seniorservices.org.

Patterson v. Republican Orin Wells in 
District 5, incumbent Republican Pete von 
Reichbauer v. Democrat Geni Hawkins in 
District 7.

Incumbents in districts 3, 4, 6, and 8 
have no opposition.

City candidates tackle transportation
At a city council debate sponsored by 

the alternative newspaper “The Stranger” 
before last month’s primary, economic 
development and Seattle’s transportation  
took center stage. 

While the general consensus was that an 
integrated transit system would revitalize 
Seattle’s neighborhoods and improve em-
ployment opportunities, the candidates  set 
themselves apart with thoughts on how to 
address those transportation problems and 
other economic development issues.

Port Commissioner Paige Miller, who is 
challenging incumbent Richard Conlin for 
Position 2, has actively pursued economic 
development and trade for Seattle. 

As a founder of Port Jobs, a nonprofit 
organization that finds employment and 
provides training for job seekers, Miller has 
demonstrated her commitment to connect-
ing workers with living wage jobs.

Conlin’s approach to economic develop-
ment has been one of community-building 
and neighborhood preservation. He has 
proposed land-use policies to encourage 
high-quality development in urban centers 
and helped secure the Southeast Seattle 
Community Development Fund.

An exchange between Conlin and Miller 
on transportation gave some insight into 
their differing styles. 

Responding to Miller’s assertion that she 
saved the downtown trolley from closure, 
Conlin accused Miller of “government by 
press conference,” pointing out the plan 
that was actually adopted came from the 
Mayor’s office. 

Miller said her plan may not have been 
the one adopted, but argued that her initia-
tive brought attention to the problem. 

The incumbent for Position 4, Jan Drago 
and her challenger Casey Corr are both on 
board for much of the Mayor’s economic 

Elections
Continued from front page

development agenda. 
Drago, a proponent of South Lake Union 

development, has said that work in the area 
will create jobs and any improvement to 
the transit systems would bring workers to 
those jobs, effectively relieving the pres-
sure on single-family neighborhoods. 

Corr, who has also supported the South 
Lake Union project, still questioned the 
value of sinking so many resources into one 
area at the expense of the rest of the city. 

Corr has charged Drago of ineffective 
leadership and letting the monorail proj-
ect get out of hand. Drago accuses Corr 
of opportunism, commissioning a poll to 
determine vulnerabilities in candidates. 

Accusations aside, both take strong 
positions on improved transportation and 
public safety, supporting more funding for 
the police force. Drago focuses on down-
town development and asserts that it will 
result in job creation. Corr argues improved 
public schools will open up opportunities 
for disadvantaged youth.

Position 8 candidates Richard McIver, 
the incumbent, and King County Coun-
cilman Dwight Pelz both said they favor 
replacing the Alaksan Way viaduct with 
a tunnel. 

Calling the viaduct a “100-year deci-
sion,” Pelz said that Seattle should take 
this opportunity to do it right. McIver said 
he saw a tunnel as the “safest and best bet” 
with the two-fold benefit of opening up 
space downtown and shoring up the sea-
wall, which is also in need of repair. 

Neither proposed funding options.
Pelz has also devised work plans to 

reduce noise from Boeing Field and place 
underground utilities along the light rail 
line in the Rainier Valley. 

He was instrumental in creating the 
Rainier Valley Youth Service Project, 
which pairs young offenders with adult 
mentors and businesses in the community 
giving them the opportunity to learn job 
skills and make restitution.

McIver has a similar public record fea-
turing a long-time dedication to commu-
nity development and affordable housing 
through work with SouthEast Economic 
Development, the Central Area Develop-
ment Association and other neighborhood 
community development organizations. 

Doctors ready for work with Head Start families

PHOTO BY STACY SCHWANDT

Residents from Swedish Medical Center play a medical drawing game with 
Neighborhood House staff members last month as part of a Health Care Initiative 

training sponsored by Johnson & Johnson. Next month, the doctors will serve 
as resources during a training that will provide parents with basic health care 

information, helping them to understand their children’s needs and develop a sense of 
when and when not to seek medical care. Doctors will help teach the parents how to 
respond to common medical issues, including fevers, coughs, earaches and vomiting. 

Interpretation services will be provided for the many non-English speakers expected to 
attend the meeting. At the September training, the residents had a chance to talk with 

Neighborhood House’s bicultural staff about cultural attitudes toward doctors and 
medical care. The project will involve at least 75 families from the NewHolly, Rainier 

Vista, High Point and Yesler Terrace communities.

October is fire safety month
BY VOICE STAFF

Every day is a good day to think about 
how you can keep your home safe from 
fires, but with October comes a few ad-
ditional reminders, thanks to national fire 
safety month.

The popularity of candles has grown 
dramatically in recent years with retail 
sales of over $2 billion in the United States 
annually. Over the last decade, candle fires 
have almost tripled. 

The National Fire Incident Reporting 
System reports that nearly 85 percent of the 
candle fires were started because of misuse. 
Candles fires most commonly occur when 
candles are left unattended or inadequately 
controlled, when the candle user falls 
asleep or when some form of combustible 
material is left too close to the candle.

Candles are safe products, but may be-
come hazardous when used improperly or 
in an unsafe manner. The National Candle 
Association recommends paying attention 
to safety tips when burning candles.

For instance, always keep burning 

candles within sight. Extinguish all candles 
when leaving a room or before going to 
sleep. Always use a candle holder specifi-
cally designed for candle use. The holder 
should be heat resistant, sturdy and large 
enough to contain drips and melted wax. 

Place lit candles where they won’t be 
knocked over by children, pets or anyone 
else, and keep burning candles away from 
furniture, drapes, bedding, carpets, books, 
paper and flammable decorations.

Read and carefully follow all manufac-
turer instructions. Do not burn a candle for 
longer than recommended.

Remember, a working smoke alarm 
dramatically increases your chances of 
surviving a fire in your home. Test smoke 
alarms each month and replace the batter-
ies at least once a year. Practice your home 
escape plan frequently. These simple acts 
save lives.

For additional fire safety information 
check out the Seattle Fire Department’s 
Web site at http://www.cityofseattle.
net/fire.
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One to grow on
Garden tips for community gardeners

BY ANZA MUENCHOW

Special to the Voice

October is the month to plant garlic for 
next summer. 

There are a number of garlic choices. 
Garlic varieties fall into one of two catego-
ries: hard neck or soft neck. 

I enjoy the hard neck varieties because 
in the spring they will form a flower stock 
called a garlic scape. We enjoy harvesting 
the garlic scapes and eating them in soups, 
salads and stir fries. They are tender green, 
easily chopped and have a delicious garlic 
flavor. 

The hard neck varieties often have larger 
cloves that are easier to peel. However, they 
will not store as well through the winter. 

The soft neck varieties are the most 
common varieties found in the supermar-
ket. They store well, peel easily and they 
make the best roasted garlic appetizer. 

Select a large bulb, trim off the top of 
bulb so the cloves are exposed. Drizzle 
with olive oil and bake at 375 degrees for 
one hour. Let the bulb cool before serving 
and simply squeeze the bulb and a paste 
of roasted cloves will emerge. We enjoy 
roasted garlic on bread, crackers, pasta, 
baked potatoes, in salad dressings and 
other dishes. 

If you would like to try making garlic 
braids, plant a variety that has “silver” in its 
name. They have pliable and strong stems. 
Garlic braids are a great gift and a beautiful 
kitchen decoration.

Garlic grows best in well-drained soil 
with moderate to high fertility, like sandy 
loam. 

When planting, select a large garlic bulb 
and divide it into cloves. The larger cloves 
will produce larger bulbs next year. Besides 
a good amount of compost at planting, 
you’ll probably need to add extra fertilizer 
(side dressing or liquid fish emulsion) next 
spring when the greens start shooting up. 

Never plant garlic or onions in the same 
beds two years in a row. A three- to five-

year crop rotation is best to prevent fungal 
and pest infestations and ensure a delicious 
harvest. 

For soft neck varieties, harvest when 
the tops fall over. For hard neck varieties, 
check the bulbs starting in early July. Dig 
before the cloves start separating from 
the bulb and expect to be fully harvested 
by the end of July. This will leave a space 
in your garden for a late summer/autumn 
crop of greens.

Fall is also the season to enjoy multiple 
varieties of winter squash. From the creamy 
smooth delicate squash to the coarse spa-
ghetti squash, there are many dishes, sweet 
or savory, to try this fall. 

Enjoy shopping in local farmers markets 
for an attractive and delicious selection 
of winter squashes. Baking whole squash 
and scooping out the soft pulp is the be-
ginning of many soups, chilies, stews, 
pies, breads and muffins. All squashes are 
high in vitamin A and provide necessary 
dietary fiber. 

My favorite in the squash family is the 
pumpkin. Besides curry-flavored pumpkin 
soup, I also enjoy pumpkin pie and pump-
kin bread.

This year I am growing pumpkins also 
for their edible seeds. This is difficult to 
do in a mixed patch because pumpkin, 
squash and cucumbers will all pollinate 
each other, which will cause the production 
of strange seeds. 

To avoid this, I isolated my pumpkin 
patch. I hope to harvest many soft-shelled, 
roastable pumpkin seeds from the “Kakai” 
variety I planted. 

Pumpkins and squash are also great for 
decorating—I still make sure to carve at 
least one pumpkin every Halloween and 
light a candle against the winter darkness 
to come. 

Enjoy the changing seasons and happy 
eating!

Anza Muenchow is a P-Patch volunteer 
and an avid gardener. If you have ques-
tions or comments, send her an e-mail at 

at 1-800-621-3362 or on-line at http://www.
emd.wa.gov and Red Cross can be reached 
at (206) 323-2345.

At the SHA Board of Commissioners 
meeting last month, the board changed 
SHA’s preferences to allow the executive 
director to admit victims of a natural di-
saster on a case-by-case basis. 

This allows SHA to serve these house-
holds, but does not change SHA’s intention 
of using non-subsidized housing. 

“There might be a few cases where we 
would put people in public housing—if they 
needed special services, for example—but 
I don’t expect this to happen very much,” 
Tierney said.

About a week after the hurricane, HUD 
asked all housing authorities across the 
country to report how many vacant pub-
lic housing units and available Section 8 
vouchers they had. Both the Seattle and 
King County housing authorities reported 
that they have very little space in public 
housing and very long waiting lists. 

HUD then announced that they identi-
fied 34,000 vacant units across the country 
for displaced public housing residents. 
HUD has agreed to accept rental vouchers 
from HUD-assisted families from the Gulf 
Coast when considering moving people 

into vacant units across the country. 
The agency is also waiving certain 

regulations in the department’s block grant 
programs in order to allow affected com-
munities to use existing funds for emer-
gency housing and service programs. 

HUD’s initial focus has been on serving 
the public housing residents and voucher 
holders displaced by the hurricane.

Information from the National As-
sociation of Housing and Redevelopment 
Organizations indicates that in the next 
three to four weeks, HUD will be asking 
for approval from Congress to reprogram 
all funds not already obligated and all 
obligated-but-unspent funds to pay for 
Katrina relief. 

This is expected to happen either in the 
Senate Appropriation Bill or in the Katrina 
Relief Package. 

Housing groups are concerned that this 
would give HUD unprecedented authority 
to move money from funds and could jeop-
ardize many, if not most, locally-operated 
programs. One key issue they will raise is 
whether or not housing authorities will be 
compensated by HUD with extra vouch-
ers or extra subsidies should the funds be 
moved. 

Local advocates may find themselves 
fighting to keep needed housing resources 
from being reprogrammed to hurricane 
relief.

Hurricane
Continued from front page

Many downtown buses 
now running above ground

PHOTO BY STACY SCHWANDT

No cars can be seen on Third Avenue during evening rush hour. The street was closed 
to automotive traffic last month to accomodate buses that are now on city streets.

BY JIM BUSH

Special to the Voice

Metro’s downtown bus tunnel closed last 
month for about two years to allow Sound 
Transit to retrofit the tunnel to make it us-
able for light rail.

Because of this closure, all service in the 
tunnel moved to surface streets downtown, 
including Second, Third, Fourth and Fifth 
avenues. This means bus routes and stops  
for many lines have been changed.

In addition to the routes already on 
Third Avenue in both directions (the 1, 2, 
3, 4, 7, 13, 14, 25, 27, 66 and 70), routes 41, 
71, 72, 73, 101, 106 and 150 are on Third 
Avenue, along with buses on routes 26, 
28, 34, 39 and 42. (These routes are being 
moved from Second and Fourth Avenue 
to accommodate more buses on those two 
streets.) 

During the peak periods of 6 to 9 a.m. 
and 3 to 6 p.m., Third Avenue has become 
a “transit only” street between Stewart 
and Yesler streets, so buses will be able to 
get through downtown more quickly and 
easily. Police officers are directing cars off 
those streets and onto others.

Buses on routes 194 and 550 operate on 
Second Avenue southbound and Fourth 

Avenue northbound. Route 255 buses will 
also use Fourth Avenue on their north-
bound routes, and Fifth Avenue on their 
southbound routes.

Because there are so many buses on 
Third Avenue, Metro and the City of Seattle 
have worked together to create some addi-
tional bus stops and will use a “skip-stop” 
system to allow buses to move through 
town more quickly. 

Buses on routes 1, 2, 3, 4, 7, 13, 14, 16, 
25, 26, 27, 28, 36, 39, 42, 66 and 70 will use 
one set of stops, while buses on routes 41, 
71, 72, 73, 101, 106, 150, 358 and ST 522 
will use another. 

Exact stop locations have already been 
identified, but are subject to change. 

If you haven’t picked any of the new 
timetables, we encourage you to do so, 
along with the “Rider Alert” brochure. 

You can pick these up anywhere time-
tables are available, including the new 
Customer Stop location at Fourth and 
University in the Rainier Square Complex. 
You can also get information online at 
http://transit.metrokc.gov or http://www.
seattletunnel.org.

Jim Bush is a resident of the Seattle 
Housing Authority building Center Park 
and a longtime transit user.ESL for citizenship classes offered

Free ESL for citizenship classes are 
being offered at Park Lake Homes in 
White Center.

Learn English and civics for the U.S. 
citizenship exam and receive help com-
pleting the N400 application.

Services and assistance are offered 
in Somali, Cambodian, Vietnamese, 
Tigrinya and Amharic.

Please call Neighborhood House 
at (206) 461-4554 for more informa-
tion.

Tutors and students needed
Helping Link is recruiting tutors and 

Vietnamese middle or high school 
students who are in need of an after-
school tutoring program. 

The program provides help in math, 
reading, language arts and science. 
It is located at 1032 S. Jackson St. 
#C in Seattle. If you are interested 
please call (206) 781-4246 or e-mail  
helpinglink2003@yahoo.com.

Free college tuition
You may be eligible to receive FREE 

tuition and books at Cascadia Com-
munity College (in Bothell just off I-405 
at  18345 Campus Way N.E.) to start 
a new career or update your computer 
skills.

These benefits are available through 
Cascadia’s WorkFirst Program if you are 

a low-income parent holding any kind 
of paid employment.

They are also available through Cas-
cadia’s Worker Retraining Program if 
you have been laid off and are currently 
receiving unemployment benefits, if you 
have received unemployment benefits 
within the last two years, if you are 
formerly self-employed or if you are a 
displaced homemaker who is no longer 
supported by the income of another 
family member.

Call (425) 352-8138 to see if you 
qualify.

Free home buyers class in Chinese
The International District Housing Al-

liance is offering a free class in Chinese 
on home buying on Sunday, October 16 
from 10:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

The class will take place at 606 S. 
Maynard St., suite 201 in Seattle.

A class in English will take place on 
Oct. 29.

In addition to basic information 
about the home buying process, the 
class includes information about the 
dangers of predatory lending, the role 
of home buying counseling and the 
availability of several down payment as-
sistance options (including those avail-
able specifically to residents of Seattle 
and King County public housing). 

For more information call (206) 
623-0122.
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CAÙC TRÖÔØNG HOÏD CUNG CAÁP 
NHÖÕNG PHUÏC VUÏ CHO PHUÏ 
HUYNH KHOÂNG NOÙI ÑUÔÏC 
TIEÁNG ANH

Muøa töïu hoïc baét ñaàu, ñieàu quan 
troïng vôùi phuï huynh laø phaûi bieát 
ñöôïc nhöõng phuïc vuï coù saün ôû tröôøng 
maø con em cuûa mình ñang theo hoïc, 
ñeå giuùp hoå trôï cho vieäc hoïc cuûa con 
mình.

Khu Hoïc Chaùnh Seattle coù Trung 
Taâm Song Ngöõ Daønh Cho Caùc Gia 
Ñình, ñeå giuùp cho gia ñình vaø caùc em 
hoïc sinh maø ngoân ngöû cuûa hoï khoâng 
phaûi laø Anh Ngöõ. Nhaân vieân song 
ngöõ seõ giuùp hoï trong vieäc ghi danh, 
giuùp phöông tieän di chuyeån, hoïc 
baï, thi traéc nghieäm vaø caùc sinh hoïat 
hoïc ñöôøng khaùc. Hoï cuõng saün saøng 
thoâng dòch cho quùi vò ôû caùc cuoäc hoïp 
ôû tröôøng hoïc vaø thoâng dòch nhöõng taøi 
lieäu hoïc ñöôøng.

Trung taâm coù nhaân vieân noùi caùc 
ngoân ngöõ Amharic, tieáng Hoa, Laøo, 
Somali, Taây ban Nha, Phi, Tigrinia 
vaø tieáng Vieät.

Trung Taâm Phuïc Vuï Gia Ñình 
naèm ôû phoøng 104 ôû tröøong Aki 
Kurose Middle School, ñòa chæ 3928 
S. Graham St. Giôø laøm vieäc töø 8:30 
ñeán 4 giôø töø Thöù Hai ñeán Thöù Saùu. 
Soá ñieän thoaïi vaên phoøng laø (206)252-
7750.

Khu Hoïc Chaùnh Belluvue coù Ban 
Coá Vaán Phuï Huynh Song Ngöõ/ hay 
Ngöôøi Da Maøu (ESL/Parent Of Color 
Advisory Council) vôùi muïc ñích naâng 
cao söï thoâng hieåu nhöõng khaùc bieät  veà 
vaên hoaù xaõ hoäi toân giaùo cuûa caùc hoïc 
sinh ñeå giuùp cho caùc em thaønh ñaït 
(trong hoïc vaán) ôû trình ñoä cao nhaát. 
Ñeå bieát theâm veà ban nhoùm naøy, xin 
lieân laïc vaên phoøng hieäu tröôûng ôû soá 
(425) 456-4000.

Haõy nhôù raèng ñieàu quan troïng 
nhaát cho phuï huynh laø luoân coù söï lieân 
ñôùi vôùi vieäc hoïc cuûa con em mình. 
Haõy lieân laïc vôùi tröôøng hoïc cuûa con 
em mình ñeå bieát theâm tin töùc veà 
nhöõng phuïc vuï daønh cho mình.

Dugsiyada shaqo ayey 
qabtaan waalidiinta aan ku 
hadlin luqadda Ingiriiska
 

Dugsiyada waa muhim  
xagga waalidiinta inay ogaadaan 
luqadaha lagu shaqeeyo  oo la 
heli karo xagga caruuetooda 
Dugsiyadooda Maamulka iyaga 
caawimaya kaalonaya cariirtooda  
waxbarasgadooda.

Maamulka Dugsiyada ee Seattle 
wuxuu qabaa qoysas laba liqadoodle 
ah  taas oo caawimaysa waalidiinta 
iyo ardaydaba  kuwaas oo luqadooda 
tahay mid aan ahayn I giriiska. Waa 
dhaqamo badan shaqaale idin caawi 
o doona xagga qoridda Dugsiyada , 
Gaadiidka imtixaannada iyo kuwo 
badan hawsha Dugsiyada ku saabsan. 
Waxay yihiin xitaa kuwa la hela 
turjumaan xagga shirarka Dugsiyada 
iyo turjumaannada Xasashiyaha 
Dugsiyada.

Xaruunta waxay leedahay 
shaqaale oo ku hadla luqadda 
Amxaarrada, Shiinaha, Latiinka, 
Soomaali, Sbaanish, Tagalog, 
Tigrigna iyo Fiyetnaam. Xarunta 
Qoyska  waa qolka 104 Aki Kurose 
Dugsiga Dhexe 3928 S Garaham St.. 
Saacadaha Xafiiska waxaa weeye 
laga bilaabo 8:30 ilaa 4ta galabnimo 
Isniinta ilaa Jimcaha. Xafiiska waa la 
heli karaa  206-252-7750.

Maamulkka waxbarashada 
Bellevue wuxuu leeyahay ESL dadka 
waalidiinta midabka . La taliye 
kaas oo kaa caawimaya  fahamka 
dhaqanka, dhaqaalaha, iyo Diinta kala 
geddisan  wax badan oo Maamulka 
Sare Dugsiyafa la soo warsaday.

Xusyysnow waa wax muhim 
ah xagga waalidiinta inay lug ku 
yeeshaan waxbarashada caruurtooda. 
La soo xiriir cunuggaaga Dugsigiisa 
si warar dheeri ah oo hawsha la 
qabanayo oo kuu diyaar ah.
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Residents honored for 
crime prevention work

PHOTO BY STACY SCHWANDT

Jefferson Terrace resident Carol Brown (center) accepts her award from Crime 
Prevention Coordinator Mary Williams and Seattle Police Chief Gil Kerlokowski

BY VOICE STAFF

Reliability, commitment and a sense of 
humor were just some of the characteristics 
that won six Seattle Housing Authority resi-
dents applause and recognition last month 
at a community builder awards ceremony.

The SHA residents were among the ten 
honored for their volunteer work with the 
nonprofit organization Seattle Neighbor-
hood Group. About 100 people gathered at 
the Yesler Terrace Community Center to 
celebrate their accomplishments.

“The people you’re about to meet have 
given countless hours to the community,” 
Seattle Neighborhood Group Executive 
Director Kay Godefroy said as she began 
the award presentation. “We are better off 
because of what they do.”

Jefferson Terrace resident Carol Brown 
was honored for her work with the East 
Precinct Crime Prevention Coalition. Mary 
Williams, a Seattle Neighborhood Group 
employee, called Brown a “conscientious 
and community-minded person.”

Brown was instrumental in obtaining 
new security cameras and improving the 

landscaping outside of Jefferson Terrace, 
Williams said.

From the High Point community, 
SNG Crime Prevention Organizer Kelly 
McKinney honored Wendy Diamond and 
Tina Nguyen.

Nguyen received a youth award after be-
coming a valuable leader at the SafeFutures 
Youth Center, the organization she turned to 
after bad decisions led her to partying, drug 
experimentation and criminal activity.

“Tina is now known for her reliable and 
dependable personality,” McKinney said.

Yesler Terrace resident Doretha Ford, 
Rainier Vista resident Hoa Dieu and Denny 
Terrace resident Will McIntosh also re-
ceived awards, which were handed out by 
Seattle Police Chief Gil Kerlokowski.

“Doretha is always ready to help out 
and lend a hand,” SNG organizer Michael 
Neguse said.

Seattle Neighborhood Group is a non-
profit organization that works with SHA 
to provide crime prevention training and 
services in many of its communities.

For more information about volunteering 
with the organization in your community, 
call (206) 323-9666.

Questions raised about 
tax credit financing
Residents voice concern over renovation plan, 
comment deadline extended
BY VIRGINIA FELTON & STACY SCHWANDT

Special to the Voice

A creative financing plan that will pave 
the way for renovation of 21 Seattle Hous-
ing Authority high-rise buildings has some 
residents worried about long-term control 
of the buildings.

“We have to be proactive to protect 
ourselves,” said Cedarvale House resident 
Rick Harrison at a meeting of concerned 
residents last month.

The residents formed a coalition to ad-
vocate for more time to consider the plan, 
which includes the use of tax credit equity 
financing that provides tax breaks to inves-
tors who become legal partners with SHA 
in ownership of the buildings. 

Residents have raised concerns about  
this plan, asking if the buildings will remain 
low-income housing when the tax credit 
partnership ends in 40 years. 

They have also questioned whether the 
tenants with higher incomes will be allowed 
to live in the buildings and whether the 
rules governing tax credit buildings will 
disqualify certain high-rise residents from 
living there.

Through a series of meetings in their 
buildings, SHA leaders hope to ease these 
concerns. (See schedule on page 2.)

They say the Housing Authority will 
retain control of building management, 
rent policies, admissions policies and all 
the other factors that make the buildings 
low-income public housing.

Tax credit financing was authorized by 
Congress in 1989 to encourage the construc-
tion of low-income housing. Many housing 
developers in Seattle have already used tax 
credits to finance housing projects.

Investors in tax credit projects are called 
“limited partners” and have restricted 
ownership rights. They provide investment 
dollars for construction and renovation, re-
ceiving a tax credit in return. SHA remains 
the “general partner” on its projects.

The U.S. Department of Housing and 
Urban Development will also sign the legal 

agreement that sets up the tax credit agree-
ment, SHA officials say. The plan guaran-
tees the buildings will remain low-income 
housing for at least 40 years.

Five residents from the coalition at-
tended the SHA Board of Commissioners 
meeting last month to ask for more time to 
comment on the plan. 

In response to this request, SHA Ex-
ecutive Director Tom Tierney extended 
the public comment period by two weeks, 
to Oct. 20. 

“We are confident that this financing 
method will work well for the high rises, 
just as it has at NewHolly, but we support 
giving residents more time to learn about 
it and comment,” Tierney said. 

Yesler Terrace resident Kristin O’Donnell 
said she was not satisfied with the short ex-
tension. Harrison said he felt the Housing 
Authority’s response to questions were 
adequate, but that he will continue to 
advocate for residents’ needs during the 
renovations.

SHA has been planning the renovation 
projects, called homeWorks, for over a 
year. Work will likely begin on Green Lake 
Plaza, Beacon Tower, Ballard House, Lic-
tonwood, Harvard Court, Capitol Park and 
International Terrace in spring 2006. 

Residents in these buildings received a 
letter on Sept. 2, notifying them of the tax 
credit partnership.

Immediately, residents began asking 
questions about what it means for building 
ownership to shift to the investor group. 

SHA officials assured them that this 
“ownership” is very restricted, and that 
SHA will retain building management 
control.

Tax-credit projects have their own rules 
and regulations, and some residents are 
worried that these might conflict with public 
housing regulations. However, SHA direc-
tors state that the use of tax-credit financing 
will have no effect on rents and eligibility 
and that no one will be denied housing as 
a result of this change.

Please see “Tax credits” on page 2

Residents must report income changes
SEATTLE HOUSING AUTHORITY

Residents are now required to report all 
increases in household income within 14 
days of when their income changes. 

This is new for public housing residents, 
who previously only had to report increases 
in income at their yearly recertification or 
annual review. 

Rent will go up for residents who receive 
an increase of $100 per month or more. 

Even if the increase is less than $100, it still 
needs to be reported to the Seattle Housing 
Authority. 

Residents whose income fluctuates on a 
monthly basis due to seasonal or temporary 
work and residents who are self- employed 
should talk with their property manager 
about how to report income changes. 

The new rule applies to SHA’s public 
housing high-rise buildings, Yesler Terrace, 

Cedarvale Village, Jackson Park Village 
and Scattered-Sites. Management offices 
will have forms to make reporting changes 
as simple as possible.

This change is part of a new policy that 
aims to increase fairness, reward resident 
employment through automatic savings ac-
counts and earn more rent revenue for the 
agency in order to decrease dependence on 
shrinking federal dollars.
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Although tax credit rules do not allow 
rental to households of full-time students, 
SHA officials have said they will keep at 
least five units in each building outside the 
partnership.

Residents are asking for more infor-
mation, eager to make sure five units are 
enough to serve all students in each indi-
vidual building.

The issue of SHA’s long-term intent for 
these buildings has also been raised by 
residents and other low-income housing 
advocates. Some of SHA’s critics have 
suggested that tax-credit partnerships might 
allow SHA to ignore HUD rules and change 
the population it serves. 

“This is a misconception,” Tierney said. 
“SHA’s commitment to serving low-income 
people is not something we do because 
HUD forces us to. In fact, HUD rules would 
allow us to rent to people with incomes as 
high as 80 percent of area median income. 
It is SHA’s own policies that ensure our 
continued commitment, not outside govern-
ment controls.”

After 40 years, HUD’s initial com-
mitment to these buildings will expire. 
Provided that federal subsidies are still 
available, SHA will continue to operate the 
buildings as low-income housing.

Without a tax credit financing plan, the 
repairs to SHA’s public housing high-rises 
would take more than 15 years to complete, 

Apartments offer affordable 
housing in Central District

SEATTLE HOUSING AUTHORITY

Seattle Housing Authority has recently 
completed renovation of the Ritz Apart-
ments at 1302 E. Yesler Way in Seattle. 
The building’s 30 apartments are studios 
and one-bedroom units with rents between 
$495 and $615 per month.

“Our goal in acquiring and renovating 
the Ritz was to provide more moderately 
priced rental housing in the Central District, 
where rents have been rising fast,” said 
SHA Communications Director Virginia 
Felton. “This is a good example of the 
Housing Authority acquiring housing that, 
over time, will remain affordable and help 
keep Seattle a livable city. It will also pro-
vide income to SHA to help make up for 
the decline in federal subsidy that we have 
been experiencing.” 

SHA issued bonds to help acquire the 
Ritz. The bonds will be paid back over time 
from the revenues collected in rents. 

Rents in buildings such as the Ritz will 
tend to grow more slowly over time than 
privately-owned apartments. This helps 
to provide affordable housing to families 
whose incomes are below the median 
income but too high to qualify for tradi-
tional public housing—people who work 
as teachers, firefighters and police officers, 
for example.

SHA acquired the Ritz in late 2003. Most 
of the tenants who will live in the Ritz will 
not have subsidized rents. Instead SHA 

officials hope to make a profit on the man-
agement of the building over time. Profits 
made on buildings like the Ritz will be 
used to help create more housing for SHA’s 
traditional very-low-income residents. 

SHA remains committed to its original 
mission of creating and sustaining decent, 
safe and affordable living environments 
that foster stability and increase self-suf-
ficiency for people with low incomes. This 
and other “work-force housing” buildings 
acquired by SHA will add to its overall 
housing inventory. It will not replace the 
housing that is available for very low-in-
come residents.

The Ritz was built in the early 1900s. 
With the recent renovation completed, it is 
like a new building. 

The units all have new appliances, car-
pet, vinyl, lighting, paint, windows, fixtures 
and blinds. Many of the units have great city 
views and all the units have high ceilings 
with turn of the century details. 

There are laundry facilities on the prem-
ises as well and the building is centrally 
located close to I-90, I-5, Broadway, down-
town and the International District. Handi-
capped accessible units are available. 

Staff is available to show units Monday 
through Saturday from 10 a.m. to 6:30 pm. 
If you are interested in renting one of these 
apartments or know someone who might be 
interested, please call (206) 948-3847 or 
e-mail ritzapartments@hotmail.com

PHOTO BY JAMES OWENBY

Apartment buildings like the Ritz will provide SHA with revenue to help subsidize low-
income housing. 

Tax credit
Continued from front page

Want to learn more about tax-cred-
it financing and the homeWorks proj-
ect? Meetings have been scheduled 
in the community rooms at seven 
high-rise buildings. All SHA residents 
are welcome to attend.

Monday, Oct. 3.  Ballard House
  2445 NW 57th St.
  5:30 p.m.
Tuesday, Oct. 4 Beacon Tower
  1311 Massachusetts St.
  3 p.m.
Wednesday, Oct. 5 International Terrace
  202 6th Ave. S. 
  3 p.m.
Thursday, Oct. 6 Green Lake Plaza
  505 NE 70th St.
  5:30 p.m.
Monday, Oct. 10 Harvard Court
  610 Harvard Ave. E.
  5:30 p.m.
Tuesday, Oct. 11 Capitol Park
  525 14th Ave. E.
  5:30 p.m.
Thursday, Oct. 13 Lictonwood
  9009 Greenwood Ave. N.
  5:30 p.m.

Learn more

officials said, rather than the six years an-
ticipated under the current plan. 

This plan pairs the $8 to $14 million 
expected from the tax credit financing with 
money SHA will borrow by issuing bonds. 
The bonds will be paid back using the capi-
tal subsidy supplied each year by HUD. 

The renovation projects are expected to 
cost a total of $36 million. 

Implementation of new 
house rules delayed
SEATTLE HOUSING AUTHORITY

After spirited conversation with resi-
dents and other stakeholders, the Seattle 
Housing Authority modified its new house 
rules to allow the continued posting of 
political and other signs in the windows of 
SHA buildings. 

“We did some more research and came 
to understand that our major problem with 
clutter did not come from signs in the 
windows of our buildings,” said Property 
Management Administrator Cindy Sribhib-
hadh. “Our focus remains on cleaning up 
cluttered doors and walls in the buildings’ 
interiors.”

Residents will still receive 30 days notice 
before the new rules take effect. In fact, 
the new house rules will be passed on to 
residents along with a new dwelling lease  
SHA has been working on.

The new house rule on signs says that 
SHA buildings should blend into their sur-
roundings and be indistinguishable from 
other buildings in the neighborhood. 

The interior common areas of SHA’s 
buildings should be inviting and free from 
clutter. For this reason, the policy says that 
no signs, flyers or similar material may be 

posted on exterior walls, interior common 
area walls and doors, and the surface of 
unit or apartment doors that face the hall. 
Signs will be permitted in designated areas 
with the advance written approval of the 
building’s property managers.

Some residents were also concerned 
about the rule on bulletin boards. SHA re-
ceived a letter from the Northwest Justice 
Project suggesting changes to this rule. 
SHA staff considered these suggestions but 
found the proposed revision too complex 
and difficult to implement. 

“Residents still have the opportunity to 
post their own signs on the resident bulletin 
board,” stressed Sribhibhadh, noting that 
SHA would try to have at least one resident 
bulletin board in each building. 

The house rule on bulletin boards states 
that no material may be posted on commu-
nity bulletin boards by residents without 
management’s advance approval, unless it 
is a designated resident bulletin board. 

Building managers will have more 
specific rules on bulletin board postings, 
and the posting of notices or material by 
residents anywhere else on the property is 
also strictly prohibited.

Programs help residents save money
BY SOPHIA PHILLIPS

Seattle Housing Authority

The Seattle Housing Authority would 
like to invite all Scattered-Sites, Yesler 
Terrace and high-rise residents to take ad-
vantage of a great opportunity through our 
Family Self-Sufficiency Program. If you 
are interested in going to school to advance 
your skills, plan to start working, or are cur-
rently employed and want to increase your 
salary over the next five years, the program 
could be for you.

The FSS Program offers you a chance 
to have your future increases in rent from 
employment matched and deposited into a 
savings account for you. All you have to 
do is set goals for yourself, then as your 
rent and employment income increase, 
the Housing Authority begins depositing 
money into a savings account for you. 

You don’t have anything to lose, but you 
will have the opportunity to gain a savings 
account instead of your money just going 
for rent. Then, once you accomplish your 
goals, exceed the income limits or purchase 

a home, you will receive the total balance 
in your account. It’s that simple.

If you are interested in enrolling in the 
program, please contact Sophia Phillips, 
family self-sufficiency specialist at (206) 
615-3318.

Due to restrictions placed on SHA by the 
Department of Housing and Urban Devel-
opment, this program is only available to 
people in the Scattered-Sites, Yesler Terrace 
and the high rises. 

Others interested in saving money may 
be eligible for an Individual Development 
Account through the Fremont Public As-
sociation. An IDA is a matched savings 
account in collaboration with the United 
Way of King County. Whether you wish to 
own your own home, pursue an education, 
or start your own business, this financial 
tool may help you meet your goals faster. 

For every dollar you save in your IDA, 
United Way of King County will match it 
with three more dollars. There are eligibil-
ity requirements in age and family income 
level. For more information, contact Kellie 
Port at (206) 694-6864.

Funds available for community projects
Do you have an idea for a group or a 

project in your neighborhood? 
The Building Block Fund from Seattle 

Housing Authority may be able to help. 
Up to $100 per project per year is avail-

able to residents in eligible communities 
including Cedarvale and Jackson Park vil-
lages, High Point, NewHolly, Rainier Vista 
and Yesler Terrace. 

The purpose of the Building Block fund 
is to encourage people living in and around 
communities served by SHA to get involved 
in their neighborhoods. 

What kinds of things could you do? Get a 
group together to learn how to make Ethio-
pian flatbread, how to sew or how to plant 

vegetable gardens. How about getting some 
neighbors together to talk about working 
better with your local school? 

The only requirement is that your group 
be open to all community members and 
contribute to the quality of life in your 
neighborhood. 

For more information contact the com-
munity builder in your neighborhood. If 
you live in Cedarvale, Jackson Park and 
Yesler Terrace contact Ellen Ziontz at (206) 
343-7484, for High Point contact Kari-lynn 
Frank at (206) 937-3292 x12, for NewHolly 
contact Joy Bryngelson at (206) 723-1725 
and for Rainier Vista contact Naomi Chang 
at (206) 722-4010.
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New volunteer eager to 
plan activities for seniors

PHOTO BY SARA FARINELLI

New AmeriCorps VISTA member Toan Nguyen 
said he looks forward to building bridges across 
cultures in SHA high rises and senior buildings.

BY SARA FARINELLI

Voice reporter

For a 10-year-old, the journey 
from the southwestern province of 
Dong Thap in Vietnam to Seattle is 
long, especially when you are trav-
eling by fishing boat to a refugee 
camp in Indonesia before finally 
being relocated to Canada. 

Still, Toan Nguyen, an Ameri-
Corps VISTA member at the Seattle 
Housing Authority, is happy to have 
made it.

AmeriCorps VISTA is a feder-
ally-funded program that places 
members in nonprofit community 
organizations and public agencies 
where they can use their work and 
life experiences to help in programs 
that bring low-income individuals 
and neighborhoods out of poverty.

Nguyen, 32, who began his 
one-year stint in September, is ex-
cited about his work at SHA with 
its focus on low-income public 
housing. 

He will be working in the high rises and  
Seattle Senior Housing Program buildings. 
He is particularly interested in working with 
the elderly.

“Getting seniors involved is the most 
difficult,” he said, adding that he looks 
forward to working with local community 
leaders, fostering a sense of worth among 
the elderly and drawing them back into 
community life and activities.

In the past, Nguyen has been active in his 
church, the Vietnamese-Canadian Christian 
Missionary Alliance, coordinating activities 
between the younger members who are 
more comfortable using English and their 
elders who are primarily Vietnamese-speak-
ing. He said the opportunity offered by SHA 
to work with more diverse ethnic groups 
and cultures appeals to him. Ultimately, he 
would like to continue community building 
across cultural and ethnic lines.

Nguyen said he sees himself as strad-

dling the culture of his parents and his 
adopted home, and he believes that his own 
life experiences let him share a special un-
derstanding with other immigrants regard-
less of where they have come from.

“I am Vietnamese, but I am American, 
too,” he added. 

While Nguyen’s parents and siblings 
still live in Ontario, he has settled in Seattle 
with his American wife, Thuy-linh, whom 
he met while studying philosophy and 
theology at Union Theological College in 
Westminster, Calif.

Thuy-linh shares his civic-mindedness. 
She is a case manager at the YWCA helping 
disadvantaged individuals find living-wage 
employment.

What does the future hold? Well, along 
with getting to know SHA residents, there 
will be early morning feedings and diaper 
duty as Nguyen and his wife are expecting 
their first child in November.

Residents raise money 
for Katrina relief
BY JAMES OWENBY

Seattle Housing Authority

Images of the devastated Gulf Coast 
region flooded our TVs, computers and 
newspapers after Hurricane Katrina hit. 

With the images came the stories of the 
Red Cross, FEMA, church groups, police, 
citizen groups and the military who stepped 
into rescue people and pets, set up emer-
gency shelters and gather much needed 
supplies for the hundreds of thousands of 
displaced people whose homes have been 
destroyed. 

Seattle Housing Authority high-rise resi-
dents watched the aftermath of Katrina and 
decided they could do something too.

Denny Terrace residents Cinda Lium and 
Aaron Turner set up a table in the lobby of 
their building. They raised nearly $100 in 
two hours for the Red Cross.

Cedarvale House resident Shirl Bannis-
ter took it upon herself to ask other residents 
and the building’s resident council to donate 
money, clothing and whatever they could 
for the Katrina relief effort. 

“I just opened up a bag and told people 
to throw their money in,” she said. 

Bannister, who is a key organizer in 
Cedarvale’s weekly distribution of Lake 
City Food Bank food to residents, suggested 
that the council donate $80 left over from 
food transport to a hurricane Katrina relief 
effort as well. 

Through the generosity of Bannister, 
the council and other residents, Cedarvale 
House raised $150 that was donated to the 

Northwest-based relief organization Mercy 
Corps. Bannister has family in the gulf coast 
region, but said she isn’t close with them. 
Still, she watched with sadness as so many 
people suffered.

“The government didn’t do all they 
could, the citizens stepped in first and no-

body deserved to be put like that,” she said. 
“The government could have worked a lot 
faster than they did.” 

Bannister didn’t stop with the $150 
raised. 

When she saw that local radio stations 
were taking donations of food and clothing 
at the Northgate mall, she went to a store 
and spent about $75 of her own money to 
buy baby supplies and tennis shoes that will 
be taken to the Gulf Coast region. 

“I encourage the other SHA buildings 
and residents to get active and raise money 
for the hurricane relief too,” she said.

BY BETTE REED

SSHP Advocates II President

Editor’s note: Recently, a member of the 
Joint Policy Advisory Committee, which 
provides Seattle Housing Authority resi-
dents the chance to offer input and advice 
on major policy decisions, suggested to 
SHA management that a separate commit-
tee be formed for Seattle Senior Housing 
Program residents. 

According to SHA staff, the resident felt 
that most of the policies reviewed at JPAC 
meetings affected only residents in the Low 
Income Public Housing program. 

The proposed committee would serve 
the same purpose as JPAC, but would 
focus specifically on SSHP policies. Rep-
resentatives from each building and from 
the Advocates II (an existing organization 
of SSHP residents) could sit on the com-
mittee. 

According to SHA staff, the details 
surrounding the formation of this new 
committee have not yet been worked out, 
but  decisions may be made over the next 
several months. 

The following is a response from the 
Advocates II on this issue. 

When the Advocates II reorganized what 
had previously been simply the Advocates, 
there was some confusion in the minds of 
the SHA administration as to what group 
really represented the residents of Senior 

Housing, and what body was the legiti-
mate voice for the 1,200 seniors in those 
23 buildings.

After a hasty exchange of letters and 
documents, among them our by-laws and 
non-profit tax number, Judith Anderson, 
who works on the SHA Housing Operations 
staff, wrote us saying she looked forward 
to working with us and recognized us as 
a legitimate (not her word) organization 
representing SSHP residents.

We visit our buildings twice a year, and 
we also have at least one resident contact 
in each of the 21 buildings actively par-
ticipating. 

Our newsletter is circulated quarterly 
to each building and the board holds open 
meetings monthly. 

Moreover, we had the assurance of both 
Judith Anderson and other SHA employees 
that any changes to or introductions of 
policies regarding SSHP would be run by 
the Advocates’ board before being imple-
mented.

With such an organization in place, one 
with active involvement of the resident 
population and even more, one that has 
demonstrated its effective oversight and 
concern of resident welfare, there appears 
no valid reason to create a “policy commit-
tee” other than to disregard our organiza-
tion in favor of a group of more malleable 
individuals. 

We strongly oppose such a committee.

Shirl Bannister

Advocates meet
The board of the Seattle Senior 

Housing Program Advocates II meets 
on the third Wednesday of each month 
at alternate buildings. 

These meetings are open to any in-
terested resident. If you wish to attend, 
please feel free to call for the latest lo-
cation and time. 

Call Edie Koch at (206) 217-9451 or 
Bette Reed at (206) 523-8685.

Medicare drug benefit presentations
A presentation that includes infor-

mation about the new Medicare pre-
scription drug benefit will take place 
on Tuesday, October 11 at the Ballard 
Senior Center, 5429 32nd Ave. NW. It 
will run from 1 to 3 p.m.

Another presentation is scheduled 
at the Tri Court Apartments on Novem-
ber 4 from 2 to 3:30 p.m.

The presentations are sponsored by 
Senior Rights Assistance. For more in-
formation, call  (206) 272-6218.

Retired & Senior Volunteer Program
RSVP works to place volunteers 55 

and older in positions that meet criti-
cal community needs. For more infor-
mation, call (206) 694-6790.

Seeking submissions
The Voice is seeking submissions for 

its Point of View community section. 
Articles, photos and community an-

nouncements about life in the high 
rises or senior buildings can be sent 
to Stacy Schwandt at 905 Spruce St., 
Seattle, WA 98104. 

Submissions can also be made by 
e-mail to stacys@nhwa.org or by phone 
by calling (206) 461-8430 ext. 227.

Discount cards for disabled adults
FLASH cards, which qualify disabled 

Seattle residents for discounts, servic-
es and programs are available for free 
from the city. 

For more information, call (206) 
684-0500.
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New careers for residents ‘all sewn up’
Year long apprenticeships with Nordstrom pays off
BY JEFF THUNGC

Seattle Housing Authority

Two years ago, Nordstrom and Seattle 
Housing Authority’s The Job Connection 
developed a partnership to offer SHA 
residents apprenticeships in the company’s 
tailoring and alterations division. 

Nordstrom is a Seattle-based retail 
chain with more than 90 department stores 
nationwide. 

A pilot program was launched in 2004 
and a Yesler Terrace resident and two High 
Point residents, including Siep Tho, were 
selected for the training. 

The training was very comprehensive 
and lasted a year, but Nordstrom had com-
mitted to hiring all the participants who 
successfully completed the program. 

The goal of the program was to provide 
Nordstrom a continuous supply of trained 
tailors while offering great employment 
opportunities for SHA residents. 

This summer, all three trainees suc-
cessfully graduated and have been hired 
by the company. All three will be working 
full-time with full benefits, earning above 
the living wage for the Seattle area. 

The graduates have expressed their 
gratitude to Nordstrom and The Job Con-
nection for the opportunity. To them, this 
is the opportunity of a lifetime. 

Many people applied for the apprentice-
ship but dropped out because the screening 
process is long. These three candidates did 

“Breathe easy” homes ready for residents

PHOTO BY STACY SCHWANDT

High Point residents toured an almost finished breathe easy home in early September.

not drop out. They listened and learned well 
during the screening process. Now, their 
endurance and dedication has paid off. 

Nordstrom officials said they were very 
pleased with the outcome of the pilot, and 
they have hired another High Point and 
Yesler Terrace resident this year. 

While in training, the apprentices receive 
training wages and full benefits. Once 
again, upon completion of the 12-month 

program, the apprentices will become 
regular employees with an increase in their 
hourly wage of about 60 percent. 

It will be a glorious day for these ap-
prentices when they graduate. 

Jeff Thungc is a job placement special-
ist with the Seattle Housing Authority. For 
more information about this apprenticeship 
program and other job opportunities, con-
tact him at (206) 937-3292.

PHOTO COURTESY OF JEFF THUNGC

Yesler Terrace resident and new apprentice Barka Mohamed (on left) and High Point 
resident Siep Tho, now a full time employee with Nordstrom, stand with Harry Do, 
alterations manager at Nordstrom Downtown Seattle.

Clarification on SafeFutures story
Last month’s Voice included a 

story about the screening of a video 
that was produced and directed by 
High Point teens.

The article neglected to mention 
that the Partnership for Anti-Vio-
lence Education program is part of 
the federal Substance Abuse and 
Mental Health Services Administra-
tion. A grant from SAMHSA PAVE 
helped pay for the production.

Funding for the program was also 
provided by the Seattle Housing 
Authority and the Seattle Youth Em-
ployment Project.

SafeFutures Youth Center would 
like to thank all of these organiza-
tions for their support.

Seeking submissions
The Voice is seeking submissions 

for its High Point community sec-
tion. 

If you or anyone you know has an 
idea about what should be included 
on this page, we’d like to hear from 
you. 

Articles, photos, community an-
nouncements or story ideas can 
be sent to Stacy Schwandt at 905 
Spruce St., Seattle, WA 98104. 

Submissions can also be made 
by e-mail to stacys@nhwa.org or by 
phone at (206) 461-8430 ext. 227.

BY STACY SCHWANDT

Voice editor

When she returns home after work each 
night, High Point resident Lanh Truong’s 
day isn’t finished. 

Instead of relaxing, she cleans and dusts 
her apartment, hoping her efforts will help 
her 3-year-old son Steven avoid an asthma 
attack.

“It’s really hard,” she said. “I’m so wor-
ried all the time that he’ll get sick.”

Troung was among a crowd of 20 people 
who toured one of the 35 “breathe easy” 
homes at High Point 
last month. 

The homes were 
built with construc-
tion methods and ma-
terials aimed at reduc-
ing asthma triggers 
and improving the 
health of the families 
who live in them.

“It’s getting real 
now,” Troung said, as she wandered through 
the rooms. Residents will begin moving into 
the breathe easy homes this month.

To mark the occasion and to celebrate the 
opening of other apartments in the newly 
developed community, the Seattle Housing 
Authority will be hosting a celebration on 
Wednesday, October 12 from 3 to 5 p.m. at 
the corner of Southwest Juneau Street and 
30th Avenue Southwest. All are invited.

The breathe easy homes were made 
possible by grants totaling over $1.8 mil-
lion from the U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development and the National 
Institute of Environmental Sciences.

In addition to the construction of the 
homes, the grants provided funding for 
community education on environmental 
quality and the importance of creating a 
healthy neighborhood. 

The nonprofit organization Neighbor-
hood House has been working with teams 
of residents on this effort.

When finished, the High Point redevelop-
ment will be home to 1,600 mixed-income 
families living in homes, apartments and 
townhouses. By April 2006, the project’s 
first phase of 344 rental units for low-in-
come families will be completed.

Although the ap-
pliances were not in-
stalled and paper still 
covered the floors, 
those gathered for the 
breathe easy home 
tour were able to get 
a sense of what their 
new homes would be 
like.

“It’s very subtle,” 
said High Point Redevelopment Manager 
Tom Phillips. “It’s the floor covering, the 
kinds of cabinets we used, that make this 
a breathe easy home. And there’s a very 
important fan and circulation system that’s 
been installed.”

Special landscaping will also be added 
when the homes are finished.

Although Troung said the living room 
was a little smaller than ideal for her chil-
dren’s play, she added that she was ready 
to make the move.

“I think it will be great for (Steven) to 
live in this new house that is not too old or 
dirty,” she said. “It’s really nice.”

You’re invited
Celebrate the redevelopment of the 

High Point community and the 
opening of breathe easy homes.

Wednesday, October 12 
from 3 to 5 p.m.

at the corner of Southwest Juneau 
Street and 30th Avenue Southwest



parks, expressed his gratitude for the work 
McBride did with her fellow residents and 
SHA.

“What I most remember about Judi is 
how positive she was,” said Tonkin. “I 
wish Judi could be here to see this, because 
I think it was her vision that the HOPE VI 
(redevelopment) at Rainier Vista could be 
done. This park is a wonderful tribute.” 

Tonkin said he hopes the park will pro-
vide a quiet, accessible area to visit and 
relax in the community. 

A bench and small lawn area are nestled 
among native and woodland plants. Brightly 
colored mosaic tiles created by the Seattle 
Children’s Museum and Rainier Vista youth 
line the garden.

“This is a place I can picture Judi coming 
to and sitting and relaxing,” Rolstad said. 
“I’m sure she will even use it now.”

A peace pole, created by Seattle Univer-
sity’s nursing program and marked with 
the words “May Peace Prevail on Earth” 
in numerous languages, is the park’s cen-

tral focus. Peace poles are a tradition that 
began 50 years ago and have spread to 
every country on earth. More than 200,000 
peace poles have been installed in over 180 
countries, including unique spots like the 
pyramids in Egypt and the magnetic North 
Pole in Canada.

 A poem about war written by a former 
Rainier Vista resident inspired nursing stu-
dent Keesha Morris to lead the installation 
of peace poles at Yesler Terrace, NewHolly 
and Rainier Vista. 

Friends and family agree that the park is 
a fitting place for the pole.

“Judi was a friend to everybody,” said 
Kathy Smith, a Rainier Vista resident who 
worked closely with McBride on the Rain-
ier Vista Leadership Team. “She always 
helped people.…She would do anything 
for people.”

The Judi McBride Park dedication was 
made possible by Tonkin Hoyne Lokan, the 
Rainier Vista Leadership Team and Seattle 
Housing.

Longtime resident joins SHA team
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Program helps residents 
land construction jobs

Resident remembered 
at park dedication

BY LARRY HILL AND VAN VO

Seattle Housing Authority

Shakir Rabb has lived in Rainier Vista 
for several years. 

He went through the Seattle Housing 
Authority Works Program years ago where 
he received training in basic carpentry, 
masonry and concrete work, general con-
struction and maintenance. 

After trying out a couple of non-related 
positions, Rabb approached Rainier Vista’s 
Job Connection staff with an interest in pur-
suing construction work. This was around 
the same time that redevelopment work 
was starting to take place on the west side 
of Rainier Vista. 

Rabb soon interviewed and landed him-
self a good job working for one of the major 
sub-contractors preparing the west side for 
residential construction. 

When Rabb’s company finished their 
portion of this project, he was able to 
smoothly transition into a job with another 
on-site contractor based in large part on 
the reputation as an excellent employee 

and co-worker that he had developed in 
the first position.

Both companies’ crews worked closely 
together on-site and got the chance to get 
to know each other well over time. 

When the new company’s work slowed 
as project completion approached, Rabb 
approached The Job Connection staff and 
said he was in need of a new job. 

He applied for a maintenance technician 
position at SHA, successfully underwent a 
panel interview process and was offered 
the position. 

It seems very fitting that Rainier Vista 
residents will get to see a long time neigh-
bor and trusted community member keep-
ing their new neighborhood beautiful.

Be sure to say “hi” to Rabb as you see 
him out and about performing his new du-
ties in the coming months. 

Best wishes to you, Rabb, for a long and 
successful time at SHA.

Larry Hill and Van Vo are job placement 
specialists with The Job Connection. For 
more information on the services they offer, 
call Hill at (206) 722-4010 ext. 6.

PHOTO BY JAMES OWENBY

Jaylynn McBride, Judi McBride’s daughter, 
addresses the crowd at the park dedication.

BY KARI SHERRODD

Seattle Housing Authority

Rainier Vista community mem-
bers, Seattle Housing Author-
ity staff, friends and family of 
Judi McBride joined together last 
month to dedicate the park on 28th 
Avenue South to the much-loved 
resident. 

Judi McBride led the Rainier 
Vista Leadership Team for many 
years and was dedicated to seeing 
the community redeveloped. Many 
people at the dedication expressed 
how much they miss McBride 
since she passed away in 2003.

“She had a big heart, she was 
kind and she cared about her 
neighbors,” said Pam Rolstad, 
McBride’s sister. 

Les Tonkin from Tonkin Hoyne 
Lokan, the architectural firm that 
helped plan Rainier Vista and its 

BY SARA FARINELLI

Voice reporter

Rainier Valley residents have 
the chance to train for jobs in the 
construction industry through the 
Rainier Valley Community Employ-
ment Coalition. 

Partnering with Renton Technical 
College, the coalition provides train-
ing to help low-income earners find 
good-paying, long-term employ-
ment with full benefits.

Funded by Seattle Job Initiative, 
the program began in February as a 
form of compensation for residents 
displaced or disadvantaged by the 
Sound Transit light rail construc-
tion work currently underway in the 
Rainier Valley. 

Program participants take a job 
skills training course offered by the 
Center for Career Alternatives, the 
lead organization in the coalition, 
or Asian Counseling & Referral 
Services, one of the member orga-
nizations. 

ACRS’s job skills training is a 
10-week course that covers commu-
nication skills, problem-solving strategies, 
how to get a good job and keep it, workers’ 
rights and resume writing.

As part of the program, tuition, supplies 
and support services are provided. Support 
services, which may continue up to a year 
after the training, include child care, trans-
portation and job counseling. Still, ACRS 
case manager Sam Him says students with   
support from family or unemployment 
benefits have a better chance of successfully 
completing the program.

The well-paid jobs of the construction 
industry have traditionally been difficult 
for “outsiders” to break into. However, 
RTC Trades & Industry Counselor Amy 
O’Donnell said, “diversity in the workforce 
is required in much of the construction work 
being bid on these days. There is a high 
need for women and ethnic minorities.” 

Him is recruiting clients interested in the 
welding program, which accepts students 
any time a space becomes available. Be-
cause students enter at all skill levels and 
complete course work at their own speed, 
registration is possible whenever a student 
completes training and finds work. 

There is also a general construction 
trades course to prepare students for appren-
ticeships and entry-level positions ranging 
from plumbing, carpentry and sheet metal 
working to iron working, electrical work 
and roofing. Registration for this course  

takes place only in March or September.
According to Beth Arman, dean of Trade 

& Industry and Apprenticeship, some em-
ployers recruit workers directly from the 
classes. 

“In these cases, students are able to 
complete their training and get college 
credit from their on-the-job experience,” 
she said.

Nevertheless, Him encourages all his 
clients to fight the temptation to take a 
paying job mid-term. By completing the 
20 weeks of training, they make themselves 
more competitive in the market.

To be eligible, participants must be over 
18, unemployed or under-employed, have 
a family income at or below 175 percent of 
the federal poverty level and be a current 
Rainier Valley resident or have lived in 
Rainier Valley within the past two years. 

Women are encouraged to apply. 
“We find that women who have tested 

high are being called up sooner (than men 
with equivalent qualifications),” O’Donnell 
said. “Once they’re out there, they still 
have to prove themselves, but they’re being 
given that opportunity.”

For more information on the program 
contact, Claire Cortez, site director for CCA  
at (253) 639-1162 or by e-mail at ccortez@ 
ccawa.org. You can also contact Sam Him, 
vocational case manager for ACRS at (206) 
695-7569 or by e-mail at samh@acrs.org.

Community notes

Rainier Vista offices moving
The Rainier Vista Management of-

fice will be moving across the street 
to the newly redeveloped Rainier Vista 
community on October 1. 

The new office will be on the ground 
floor in the Snoqualmie Place Building 
at 2917 S. Snoqualmie St.

Telephone numbers will remain the 
same.

Girl scout group forming
The Rainier Vista Girl Scouts pro-

gram, which meets at the Rainier Vista 

Boys and Girls club will be starting a 
LifeSkills Training program for elemen-
tary school-aged girls this month. 

If you’re interested in finding out 
more, contact Marylou Rivera Buckner 
at (206) 826-2161.

Seeking submissions
 The Voice is seeking submissions 

for its Rainier Vista community sec-
tion. Ideas and submissions can be 
sent to Stacy Schwandt at 905 Spruce 
St., Seattle, WA 98104. Or call (206) 
461-8430 ext. 227.

PHOTO BY SARA FARINELLI

Welding student Tewodros “Ted” Tesfagiorgis 
works on a project.
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After school programs 
available around NewHolly

BY KARI SHERRODD

Seattle Housing Authority

When the school bell rings at the 
end of the day, many youth head for the 
NewHolly Neighborhood Campus, where 
the Youth Tutoring Program and Atlantic 
Street Center offer a variety of after school 
programs.

“Kids are so excited about the programs 
that they even run here from school,” said 
Lora Cropper, Youth Tutoring Program 
coordinator. “They look forward to learn-
ing here.”

That was true on a recent Tuesday eve-
ning when guests from the DXM Commu-
nity-Based Theater Group led the children 
in a story circle. The children excitedly 
shared stories about experiences, their fami-
lies and the NewHolly community.

“We hope to engage the children in this 
setting more throughout the year and to of-
fer them the opportunity to participate in a 
community play that is scheduled for next 
summer,” said Bentz.

Participants in the tutoring program also 
receive structured homework and reading 
assistance from trained volunteer tutors. 
The program is managed by a staff that in-
cludes experienced and certified teachers. 

The Youth Tutoring Program has become 
so popular that 100 children are on its wait-
ing list. They barely have the resources to 
serve up to 100 children on a regular basis, 
but Cropper said she hopes they will be able 
to serve more children in the near future, 
depending on available resources for more 
space and more volunteer tutors.

Volunteers are trained by the Youth Tu-
toring Program and are asked to commit to 
at least six months of tutoring for two hours 
a week Monday through Thursday. If you 

are interested, please contact Carmen at 
(206) 328-5659.

Atlantic Street Center offers a variety of 
after school programs for youth and teens at 
its NewHolly Youth and Family Center. 

They offer a drop-in time for kids age 9 
to 18 from 3:30 to 6 p.m. every Monday, 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday. The 
drop-in time is also available on the first 
and third Thursday of every month from 
3:30 to 6 p.m. 

On Mondays from 6 to 7:30 p.m. two 
groups, one for boys age 9 through 12 meets 
and another for girls of the same age meet. 
Vovinam, a martial arts class for anyone 
over 7 meets from 6 to 8 p.m. on Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday.

Altantic Street Center hosts a Girl Scouts 
Troop from 4 to 5:30 p.m. on Mondays. 
Team ALIVE for ages 13 through 18 will 
restart on Mondays this month. 

Youth in Motion for kids age 9 through 
12 meets from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.; kids age 
13 through 18 meet from 4:30 to 5:30 p.m. 
Tutoring for teenagers and a family study 
time is offered at Atlantic Street Center 
from 6 to 7:30 p.m. on Tuesdays. 

The Ahlam Girls Group for girls ages 
nine through 18 and the Young Women’s 
Group for girls ages 13 through 18 meet  
from 6 to 7:30 p.m. on Wednesdays. 

The Titans of NewHolly for guys age 
13 to 18 meets from 6 to 7:30 p.m. on 
Thursdays. There is also a Youth Activities 
Group that meets from 4 to 5:30 p.m. Fam-
ily Cooking Workshops are available from 
4 to 6 p.m and a Family Study Time takes 
place from 6 to 7:30 p.m. on Thursdays. 

Youth and Teen Activity Nites for ages 9 
to 18 are from 6 to 8:30 p.m. on Fridays.

For more information call them at (206) 
723-4073.

Mosaic will honor diversity
BY LORA CROPPER

Voice reporter

An exciting project will soon be starting 
in the NewHolly community. 

Beginning Saturday, October 1, several 
lucky youth from age 11 to 18 will begin to 
create a mosaic representing the diversity of 
the NewHolly community. This work of art, 
when completed, will be displayed outside 
of the NewHolly teen center. 

It will be a chance for students to express 
themselves and share with the community 
that surrounds them. 

Mary Coss, the artist who will be leading 
the project, said the murals will be resident-
created artwork about the cultural richness 
of the community, offering participants the 
chance to “learn more about and understand 

Family thanks community
TO ALL THE GOOD PEOPLE OF NEWHOLLY,

First let me start by saying thank you. 
Thank you all.

There are not enough thank yous in 
this world that can express the gratitude I 
feel, but it is truly a comfort and a bless-
ing to know that the community we live 
in is thoughtful and cares enough to reach 
out and help our neighbors. This is the 
perfect community. We have a long road 
of recovery ahead of us, but your gifts, 
money, items, hugs and kind words have 
made this a much easier journey to bear.

Our lives have changed from this trag-
edy (for the better I am sure.)

Please let this be a lesson well-taught.

You all will forever be in our thoughts 
and prayers. May our God keep you 
blessed and safe.

From,
The Baily Family

Editor’s Note: The Baily Family lost 
their home on NewHolly’s Willow Street to 
a fire in July. 

They have been able to return to the 
NewHolly community and have received 
many gifts from the community. Donations 
for the family are still being collected at 
the NewHolly management office and at 
any Bank of America under the SHA Fire 
Victim account.

PHOTO BY STACY SCHWANDT

Kids from Rainier Vista worked with artist 
Mary Coss on this mosaic in January.

more deeply their own cultural roots.” 
The mosaic will be made of glass and 

will be put together much like a quilt, with 
each piece made by an individual student 
representing his or her background. 

It will be a “celebration of the diversity 
of NewHolly,” Coss explained.

Coss has spearheaded many similar proj-
ects throughout Southeast Seattle. 

The emphasis of her work, which is 
partially funded through Seattle Office of 
Arts and Cultural Affairs, is to bring art into 
children’s lives. One of her pieces, made by 
a group of youth from Rainier Beach and 
Cleveland high schools, is located on the 
corner of Orcas Street and Martin Luther 
King Jr. Way. Another is in Columbia El-
ementary School.

Coss explains that the artwork can make 
a significant impact on the area where its 
located. One project helped to change the 

atmosphere of a community so much that 
this community, a once very separate and 
unsafe area, began to transform. 

“Changes were seen in the safety of the 
community and facilitated conversation 
between people who never had spoken 
before,” Coss recalled. 

All youth are welcome to participate in 
the project, even those who do not live in 
NewHolly. 

The program begins on Oct. 1 with a 
field trip to view the South-end artwork 
completed in previous workshops. Parents 
are encouraged to attend this event.

On Oct. 4, youth will begin drafting a 
plan for the mosaic. Meetings will continue 
on Tuesdays until Nov. 22, when the final 
mosaic will be installed. 

For more information about the project, 
call Gitana at  Atlantic Street Center at 
(206) 723-4073.

Burglaries in NewHolly
Two home burglaries were reported 

in NewHolly last month, said Seattle 
Housing Authority Community Builder 
Joy Bryngelson. Both took place at 
night when the residents were sleep-
ing, and both burglars entered through 
doors that were inadvertently left un-
locked.

“The construction activity may be 
drawing interest from people look-
ing for vulnerable homes to prowl 
through,” she said, adding that neigh-
bors watching out for each other is the 
most effective home security system.  

“Please take the time to meet the 

people on your block,” she said.
The Seattle Police Department can 

help neighbors start block watch pro-
grams. For more information, contact 
the South Precinct’s Mark Solomon by 
e-mail at mark.solomon@seattle.gov. 

DXM party in NewHolly
The DXM community theater group 

will be holding a party for the NewHolly 
community in the NewHolly Gathering 
Hall on Friday, October 21 from 6 to 9 
p.m. 

The party will have activities for kids 
and dancing for adults. Appetizers will 
be served.

PHOTO BY KARI SHERRODD

Jack Bentz from DXM leads children with the Youth Tutoring Program in a story time.
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Yesler Terrace resident speaks up
Naomi’s Viewpoint 

BY NAOMI FINKELSTEIN

Special to the Voice

This month marks a year since the 
murder of Ilyas Jamal, a well-loved son of 
Yesler Terrace. 

He died outside my home and the home 
of his mama who was watching his infant 
son. Shots rang out that night, five of them 
to my count. It was late. I was in bed. I 
was in a great deal of pain, my rheumatoid 
arthritis kicking my butt. 

When the shots rang out, I pushed my 
lamp off the night stand and yelled to my 
home health aide to get down. See, I’m 
from the real hood—the South Bronx—so 
I know shots when I hear them. 

I crawled to the hall, away from the 
windows and told my health aide to do the 
same. I crawled downstairs. I couldn’t walk 
downstairs then, I could barely walk two 
steps. I put on some clothes. I heard him 
yell, “Help, I’m shot.”

I called for an ambulance and opened 
the door. In my best South Bronx-taking-
no-crap voice I yelled, “Get the F**K away 
from him. We called the cops.” 

I had studied homeopathy for animals 
and some first aid for street demos, and 
I knew I might keep him from going into 
shock. Still, I hesitated at the door, thinking 
I could die if I went out there. His mama 
was screaming for help. Another person 
was already by his side.

I didn’t know Ilyas, but I had my crutches 
and I ran to him. I could barely walk, but I 
ran to him. I asked him where he was shot. I 
covered him. I gave him some arnica which 
might prevent shock. 

I held him. I prayed with him. I asked my 
grandmothers to be with us. I asked the trees 
to give us strength. I called on the archan-
gels Michael and Gabriel for protection. I 

kept saying, “Hold on baby. Hold on.”
He died a few hours later in Harborview. 

The police never found his murderers. They 
might yet walk among us.

Two hundred people attended Ilyas’s 
funeral.  He was a good friend, a wonderful 
brother, son, grandson and father. He was a 
lifeguard, a lover of animals. If I had known 
him, we would have been friends. In his 
short life, he touched many. He was killed 
for no good reason.

But I tell you this—I can walk now, after 
years of pain and struggle. I believe, truly, 
that this is because I ran to Ilyas. I believe it 
is his gift to me. In return for that amazing 
gift, for the gift of being with him in his last 
moments, I rose again.

In a time when people are facing tre-
mendous despair, fearsome troubles such 
as what occurred in New Orleans where 
the poor and people of color were left to 
die through bureaucratic indifference, when 
SHA thinks to sell off publicly-owned prop-
erty to private interests with 30 days notice, 
when young men are killed again and again 
and the police don’t find their killers… 

Isn’t it time we all rose up?
I started walking. I started to organize 

again. Clearly not everyone likes it, but I 
do it in part because Ilyas can’t. I will do 
his part now. We have a bonded life.

Ilyas’ life was about love, people tell 
me. An organizer’s life is also motivated 
by great love, someone once said. 

I urge everyone to find their love and 
pursue it. Let it fill you with enough hope 
that you can get up off a wheelchair and 
start walking again in its name. 

A fundraising dinner will take place in 
Ilyas’s memory in the Yesler Terrace Com-
munity Room on Oct. 13 at 6 p.m.

Naomi Finkelstein is the Yesler Council 
President. This column reflects her views.

BY JUDI CARTER

Senior Property Manager

The weather is cooling down and getting 
wet. The leaves on the trees have turned 
yellow, red and brown and are falling to the 
ground. It is time to pay attention to those 
jobs that have to be done in the autumn.

If you had any kind of a garden, now 
is the time to clean up the dead and dy-
ing plants. It is time to plant the spring 
bulbs. Leaves must be raked up to keep 
from smothering the grass and to prevent 
accidents. 

It is also time to be more concerned 
about moisture in your home. Most people 
have turned on the heat by now. They have 
also closed the windows to keep out the 
cool air. 

During the fall, winter and spring, when 
the windows are closed, it is extremely im-
portant that everyone use their range hood 
and bathroom fans a lot. 

You need to turn on the range hood fan 
every time you cook or wash dishes. Each 
time you take a shower or bathe, the bath-
room fan needs to be turned on. 

When you notice steam on your win-
dows, in any room, you need to turn on the 
fan in the bathroom or kitchen, whichever 
is closer, until the fogged up window or 

mirror is clear again. These precautions are 
important because mold and mildew grow 
in warm, moist places. 

Many individuals are allergic to mold. 
Mold is very difficult to get rid of and so 
much easier to prevent. If you have small 
black spots growing in the corner of your 
bedroom or bathroom, or on the ceiling 
above your tub, you have mold. You need 
to get rid of it to stay healthy. 

If you already have mold, use one cup 
of regular bleach in one gallon of water to 
clean it away. You will need to wear rubber 
gloves and goggles to protect your hands 
and eyes. 

Make sure you are running the fan so 
that the moisture is pulled out of the area 
quickly. You may need to wash the area 
several times to get rid of the mold. 

It is so much easier to avoid getting the 
mold growth in the first place. This is why 
the fans are so important! They suck the 
moisture out of the air. 

Some people have told me that they do 
not want their electric bill to run up, so they 
do not use the fans. It costs about eight cents 
a day to run a fan for 24 hours. The bleach 
and aggravation of scrubbing off the mold 
costs more than that. 

Please protect your health and run your 
fans.

Notes from the manager

Resident throws first pitch 
at Mariner’s game
BY STACY SCHWANDT

Voice editor

Yesler Terrace resident Penny 
Mills reached her field of dreams 
before she ever stepped foot on a 
baseball field.

The mother of five said she’s found 
her place over the past five years, 
speaking to crowds of hundreds for 
United Way of King County, telling 
her personal story to inspire others to 
support needed social services.

Public speaking is a passion for 
Mills, who donates her time each 
year to visit Seattle-area companies 
as they launch fundraising drives. 

Her powerful style has made her 
one of United Way’s most requested 
speakers. 

The organization honored her 
commitment last month, inviting 
her to step onto Safeco field, see her 
name in lights and throw the first 
pitch at a Mariner’s game. 

“I think it was a home run pitch,” Mills 
said, adding that the experience was made 
even more special because her youngest 
daughter Kanani was by her side.

“My children and I have come a long 
way and have made it through together,” 
she said.

Mills married at a very young age. For 
years, she endured domestic violence in her 
relationship, which led to drug addiction, 
crime and eventually homelessness. 

Ultimately, Mills said the will to protect 
herself and her children became apparent. 
She fled her situation and began rebuilding 
her life, regaining the respect and love her 
family needed so much. Mills spent two 
years in shelters where she received the 
support from many organizations, including 

Neighborhood House. She has worked at 
Neighborhood House for six years.

Lane Gossard, brand advocate for United 
Way, said the Mariners invited United Way  
to throw the first pitch as part of the team’s 
2005 fundraising drive.

“We wanted to choose someone whose 
life has been changed by the agencies 
United Way supports,” he said.

Mills said public speaking is the way 
she gives back to those agencies and to the 
community overall.

“I have been given an opportunity to tell 
my story and bring awareness to the issues 
of domestic violence, homelessness, and 
what hopelessness feels like,” Mills said. 
“At the same time, I share the experience 
of hope, success, good-will and allow the 
experience of giving.”

Water testing underway

PHOTO COURTESY OF UNITED WAY 

Yesler resident Penny Mills throws the first pitch 
at a Mariner’s game.

BY ED TANAKA 
Seattle Housing Authority

As a precaution, the Seattle Housing 
Authority has begun testing the water at 
Yesler Terrace, checking for lead, copper 
and other harmful metals that could affect 
residents’ health. 

A local environmental health company, 
Med-Tox NW, is conducting the tests and 
will prepare a report on the water quality. 

Testing will be done in three SHA fam-
ily-occupied communities, including Yesler 
Terrace, Cedarvale and Jackson Park.

SHA’s goal is to provide a healthy en-
vironment for all residents. Although the 
Seattle Water Department frequently tests 
the water supply, SHA wants to make sure 
that the building water lines and faucets are 
also meeting acceptable standards.

The water has already been tested in 
empty units in Yesler Terrace, and no prob-
lems were identified.

The primary health concern is lead in 
water, but SHA will also be testing for other 
contaminants such as copper, cadmium, tur-
bidity (water cloudiness), iron and zinc.

Lead has been known to cause delayed 
development and learning difficulties in 
young children. 

“If we find that there are problems, we’ll 
come up with ways to make sure that Yesler 

residents have an adequate supply of water 
to drink that is healthy,” said SHA spokes-
person Virginia Felton. “What we do will 
depends on the source of the contamination. 
The solution could be as simple as installing 
a new faucet or a new section of pipe.” 

Forty randomly selected units at Yesler 
Terrace will be sampled and tested. The 
sampling, which began in late September, 
will continue through Oct. 14.

Tenants within the selected units are be-
ing asked not to use their faucet water for 
six to eight hours before the test. 

They are being notified in writing of the 
date and approximate time the sampling 
will occur. 

Water samples are taken in the early 
morning or late afternoon of the assigned 
day. Testers enter apartments and obtain a 
cold water sample from a selected faucet. 
The procedure lasts about 15 minutes.

Residents in the tested units will be noti-
fied of the test results within three weeks. 

Copies of the Yesler Terrace water 
quality program final report will be avail-
able from the management office in early 
December.

“We want to make sure that water is not 
a problem, especially for the children that 
live in our communities,” Felton said. 

For more information, call (206) 223-
3758 or (206) 615-3523.
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THE VOICE

HAÕY BAÙO CAÙO NGAY  KHI COÙ 
NHÖÕNG THAY ÑOÅI LÔÏI TÖÙC 

Baét ñaàu vaøo thaùng naøy, taát caû 
moïi cö daân ñeàu buoäc phaûi baùo caùo 
nhöõng gia taêng lôïi töùc trong hoä trong 
voøng 14 ngaøy keå töø khi lôïi töùc cuûa 
quùi vò coù söï thay ñoåi.

Ñaây laø ñieàu môùi meû ñoái vôùi caùc 
cö daân maø tröôùc ñaây hoï chæ caàn phaûi 
baùo caùo khi coù söï gia taêng lôïi töùc vaøo 
cuoäc taùi cöùu xeùt haøng naêm.

Tieàn nhaø seõ taêng ñoái vôùi caùc 
cö daân coù möùc lôïi töùc taêng leân treân 
$100 moãi thaùng. Duø vaäy, neáu söï 
gia taêng ôû möùc döôùi $100, thì cuõng 
phaûi baùo caùo cho nha Caáp Phaùt Gia 
Cö Seattle (SHA-Seattle Housing 
Authority)

Caùc cö daân maø coù möùc lôïi töùc 
taêng giaûm haøng thaùng, hay laøm coâng 
vieäc theo muøa, hoaëc caùc cö daân töï-
laøm chuû, phaûi neân gaëp ban quaûn lyù 
ñeå bieát phöông caùch baùo caùo caùc 
thay ñoåi cuûa lôïi töùc cuûa mình.

Luaät môùi naøy aùp duïng cho caùc 
khu gia cö (ñöôïc quaûn lyù) bôûi SHA-
Nha Caáp Phaùt Gia Cö Seattle goàm 
coù caùc cao oác, khu Yesler Terrace, 
Cedarvale Village, Jackson Park 
Village vaø caùc khu ñònh cö rôøi. Caùc 
vaên phoøng ban Quaûn Lyù seõ coù caùc 
maãu ñôn ñeå baùo caùo nhöõng thay ñoåi 
trong thôøi haïn sôùm nhaát.

Caùc cö daân ôû caùc khu housing 
coâng coäng nhö New Holly, Rainier 
Vista vaø High Point ñöôïc ñaët vôùi qui 
luaät thueâ nhaø khaùc, nhöng thöôøng thì 
hoï bò buoäc phaûi baùo caùo thay ñoåi veà 
lôïi töùc trong voøng 30 ngaøy.

Thay ñoåi naøy laø phaàn cuûa chính 
saùch môùi veà vieäc thueâ möôùn nhaø vöøa 
ñöôïc thoâng qua bôûi Hoäi Ñoàng Quaûn 
Trò cuûa Nha Caáp Phaùt Gia Cö Seattle 
(SHA). Chính saùch môùi nhaèm taêng 
theâm söï coâng baèng, töôûng thöôûng cö 
daân coù ñi laøm qua (hình thöùc) tröông 
muïc  tieát kieäm töï ñoäng vaø laøm taêng 
theâm ngaân quûy tieàn thueâ nhaø cho cô 
quan housing ñeå roài giaûm ñi söï leä 
thuoäc vaøo ngaân quyû taøi trôï cuûa lieân 
bang. 

Soo wargeli dhammaan 
dakhligaaga is beddela markiiba

Laga bilaabo bishaan dhammaan 
deegaanka waxaa laga rabi doonaa  
soo sheegis dakhliga  kordha 14 cisho 
gudahooda  markii dakhligaagu is 
beddelo.

Kan waa mid ku cusub guryaha 
dadweynaha deegaanka, horta keliya 
wuxuu soo sheegi jiray  dakhliga kordha 
sannadka keliya  si loo cusboonaysiiyo  
heshiiska.

Kirada kor ayey aadaysaa dadka 
deegaanka oo dakhli dheeri ah hela 
oo gaaraya $100 bishiiba ama wax 
ka badan ,Xitaa haddii kororsiimafda 
ka yahr tahay $100 weli waxaa lagaa 
doonayaa inaad soo sheegto aad soo 
gaarsiiso Maamulka Guryaha Seattle. 

Dadka deegaanka oo is  bed 
bedela dakhligooda, waxaa sal looga 
dhigayaa xilli ku meel gaar ahaan  ama 
ku meel gaar shaqo iyo deegaanka 
qofkii iskiisa u shaqaysto waa inay 
la hadlaan Maamulahooda qaybta ay 
deggen yihiin ku saabsan  dakhligooda  

is beddelkiisa. 
Sharc iga  cusub oo  guryaha 

dadweynaha  wuxuu ku dhaqmayaa 
SHA, High Point, Yesler Terrace, 
Cedarvale Village, Jackson Park Village 
iyo Scattered Site Maamulkeeda 
Xafiisyada foom ayey haystaan oo ka 
hadlaya is veddelka dakhliga si sahal 
oo suurtagal ah..

Deegaanka Guryaha Dadweunaha 
oo New Holly, Rainier Vista iyo High 
Point waxaa ;pp qoondeeyey kiro ka 
duwan  siyaasadda kireynta  laakin waa 
inay caadi ahaan soo sheegaan wixii is 
beddel ah oo ki yimaada dakhligooda 
30 maalmood gudahood.

Is beddelkaan wuxuu ka ki yahay 
sharci cusub oo kiraynta siyaasadda 
SHA oo dhowaan la soo oggolaaday. 
Siyaasadda cusub waxay jidaynaysaa 
xaqnimada caddaaladda deegaanka 
abaalmarin deegaanka shaqada oo 
wax dhigasho iyo abaalmarin kiro 
badan oo wakiilka si loo uareeyo dadka 
macmiisha la wadaagga dhaqaalaha 
Dawladda Dhexe. 


