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Refugee demonstrates love of faith, 
community through music

BY KELSEY JONES-CASEY

Special to The Voice

Facing discrimination and without the possibility 
of higher education or a government job in Iran, Paria 
Zeydishe and her brother Ali decided to leave their home 
country to come to the United States. After spending a 
year in Turkey waiting for refugee status, they arrived in 
Seattle on Jan. 26. 

Paria and Ali are of the Baha’i faith. Baha’i are a per-
secuted minority in Iran, the country where the religion 
was born. 

Since Iran’s Islamic Revolution in 1979, Baha’is have 
lost the privileges of going to university or holding gov-
ernment jobs. Many homes of Baha’i have been looted, 
and hundreds of Baha’i have been imprisoned for their 
participation in religious study. 

Zeydishe describes the Baha’i faith as an inclusive and 
loving religion. 

“We believe in God; we believe in all other religions too. 
We love everyone,” she said. “The most important thing is 
love in our faith. You have to love everyone. You are not 
supposed to ask them what they believe. You love them.”

Zeydishe’s mother converted to Baha’i from Islam the 
year Paria was born. Her father is still Muslim, but the 
children were raised Baha’i. 

After their brief sojourn in Turkey, Ali and Paria made 
the long journey to America alone. Zeydishe is only 24 
years old, and between her and her brother, they only knew 
one person in Seattle. 

They did not carry much on the long journey, but Zey-
dishe did bring something of great importance: her tar, a 
traditional long-necked lute from Iran. 

Zeydishe began playing the tar as an adolescent in Teh-
ran, the capital of Iran. She comes from a musical family: 
her father sings, her sister plays piano and Ali accompanies 
her on the tomback, a traditional Iranian drum. 

Zeydishe said she immediately became enamored with 
the instrument after seeing a tar master’s concert in the 
home of a friend.

“I was sitting close to her, and I could see how she was 
playing,” she said. “I loved the sound.” 

She started private lessons four days later. 
The tar is an important instrument for all Iranians. It 

is thousands of years old, and its music evokes a different 
age in Iranian culture. Its minor melodies are capable of 
dramatic changes in volume and tenor. 

Zeydishe shared the magical sound of the tar with 
Seattle’s public in late June at Refugee ARTvocacy, an 
event featuring refugee artists and crafts people in honor 
of World Refugee Day. 

The crowd was enthusiastic about the performance. 
“It is amazing. I feel as though I am in Iran, only for a 

few minutes,” one listener said. “I’d never heard Iranian 
music before tonight.”

Zeydishe says that this same music has helped her transi-

tion to a new life in the United States. 
“When I came here I listened to traditional Iranian mu-

sic. Sometimes it is hard to believe that you have left your 
country and are living in a new country,” she said. “You 
don’t know anybody and you have a new life. Listening 
to traditional music made me more comfortable so that I 
could start to believe that I was here. It helps me adjust.”

While Zeydishe practiced every day while living in 
Iran and in Turkey, her practicing here has been limited by 
Seattle’s humid climate. Sadly, the moisture in the atmo-
sphere causes the lambskin covering of the tar to sag. 

However, the dry weather in June graced Zeydishe with 
beautiful conditions to play at Refugee ARTvocacy. 

Although Zeydishe and her brother Ali both revere 
Iranian music and culture, they are now looking forward 
to embracing an American way of life. Zeydishe chose to 
move to Seattle because she had heard that it was a good 
place to study art. She was a tar instructor for kindergart-
ners in Iran, and she hopes one day to teach music in the 
United States. 

Paria and Ali giggle about their first few months in 
America, about the mistakes they made while learning 
English, and about their first jobs. They are all laughs 
when they reflect on their bumbling attempts at com-
munication.    

Both said they are unsure if they will ever return to 
Please see “Music” on page 2
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Paria Zeydishe plays the tar, a traditional Iranian instrument, 
for a crowd at a World Refugee Day event in June.

Flexcar’s job 
program helps 
public housing 
residents
BY GABRIEL SCHEER

Special to The Voice

Seattle-based Flexcar is a car-sharing company that has 
long been of value to residents throughout King County. 
However, Flexcar’s Job Access program, launched in Feb-
ruary 2005, has been an even greater boon to residents of 
public housing communities. 

Members of Flexcar normally pay a $35 application fee 
and $40 annual membership fee, after which they can use 
any of Flexcar’s vehicles whenever they like. Vehicles are 
parked conveniently all across the county. Members pay 
by the hour for use of more than 160 vehicles, and the rates 
(which start at $9 per hour) cover gas, insurance, mainte-
nance — basically all the costs of car ownership. 

It’s a good deal, but the Job Access program provides 
public housing residents with one step better — a free 
application, a free year of membership and hourly usage 
rates as low as $2 per hour.

“Being an SHA resident on a fixed income, I found it 
almost impossible to afford to drive my own vehicle. When 
I...figured the costs of gas, insurance, AAA, and car tabs 
— forget it,” said Al Mayo, a resident of Phinney Terrace. 
“For me, choosing to drive a Flexcar and leave my own 
car parked was a no-brainer.”

Bradley Eddy, a resident of Center West, agrees, noting 
that Flexcar gives him “freedom, from owning a car,” and 
provides him with a convenient way to run errands and 
carry groceries without having to ride the bus. 

To be eligible for the Job Access program, an individual 
must be unemployed or a resident of subsidized housing 
and have all the other requirements of Flexcar membership: 
a valid driver’s license with a good driving record and a 
debit or credit card. Applicants must be between the ages 
of 21 and 75 years old. 

This unique program is a partnership between Flexcar 
and King County Metro with funding support from the 
Washington Department of Transportation and the Federal 
Transit Authority. 

It gives public housing residents the benefits of Flexcar’s 
entire fleet, at a fraction of the cost normally associated 
with this already-cheap service. Capitol Park resident 
Mary Alice Knotts is thankful for the service.

“I used the car to take a training class—very economi-
cal,” she said.

Most public housing residents qualify for the Job Access 
program. To learn more and to sign up, go to http://www.
flexcar.com/jobaccess. 

Gabriel Scheer works as the Job Access program 
manager at Flexcar.

“It’s an incredible opportunity for people 
who are sometimes overlooked.” 

– Wendy Price, South Seattle Com-
munity College’s program manager for 
workforce education, on a new tuition 
assistance program for food stamp re-
cipients

See story on page 3
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Health Notes
A column devoted to your well-being

BY KRISTEN CALLISON, MS
Special to The Voice

Have you ever felt frustrated when talk-
ing with a friend or family member about 
an important matter, and they don’t seem 
to be listening? 

Have you felt misunderstood when 
someone criticizes you? 

Can you remember a time when some-
thing you thought would be a simple con-
versation turned into a big fight instead? 

Some basic but important commu-
nication skills can help things go more 
smoothly.
What is communication?

“Communication” often means talk-
ing with other people, but it also refers to 
interactions like hand gestures or making 
“faces” (rolling eyes, frowning, smiling). 

Some types of communication help 
people relate to one another in positive and 
healthy ways, while other types can make 
people feel angry, upset and hurt. Healthy 
communication is not always easy, but it 
can help you feel more satisfied and happy 
in your life.
Talking Skills

The way we talk to one another can make 
a huge difference in how we feel. Just think 
of the last time someone complimented you 
on your cooking, your hospitality or your 
child’s behavior. These simple comments 
can really brighten the day, and they make 
us feel good about ourselves. 

Now think of the last time someone 
called you a rude name, yelled at you or 
refused to speak with you. These short 
moments can leave us feeling down, lonely 
and worthless for a long time.

We can easily have a positive impact 
on other people by telling them what we 
appreciate about them and by saying thank-
you when they help us.

It is also important to find better com-
munication tools to use when we are upset 
or angry. 

For instance, take a break and come 
back to the conversation when you are 
calm. Talk about the problem, not the 
person. People can come together to solve 
problems, but when we attack people, we 
end up on different sides.

Use words like “I feel upset when . . .” or 
“It’s frustrating for me when . . .” to explain 
why you are unhappy.

Set a time limit for the conversation. 

Most people find it difficult to talk for 
hours about a problem. If something has 
been a problem for a long time, you might 
need to plan several short conversations 
to work it out.
Listening Skills

Another important aspect of communi-
cation is listening. The ways we listen can 
make a difference in how we support one 
another or resolve conflicts. 

Can you remember a time when you felt 
really good, just because a friend listened 
to your story? Can you think of a time when 
someone didn’t listen so well, and you felt 
disappointed? 

These experiences can either help us 
build support in life or leave us feeling 
isolated and unable to trust other people.

When others are talking to you, the most 
important thing you can do is listen. You 
don’t have to solve their problems; often 
just being present to hear what they have 
to say can be help enough. 

You can also kindly set limits by tell-
ing the other person how much time you 
have available. In this way, you can be 
supportive and also take care of your own 
responsibilities. 

If it seems like the person needs more 
help than you can give, you can suggest that 
they talk with a counselor or doctor to find 
the right assistance.

When you need someone to talk to, it can 
be helpful to let friends or family know that 
they can help by just listening. 

If you know from past experience that a 
particular person might tell your troubles 
to someone else without your permission, it 
is probably best to find a more trustworthy 
person to confide in.
Resources

There are many places where people can 
receive support in communication. 

One excellent resource for all of King 
County is the Crisis Line, 206-461-3222. 
By calling this number, you can receive 
referrals for all sorts of help including 
crisis counseling, food, shelter, clothing 
and other services.

Kristen Callison is a mental health 
counselor with Puget Sound Neighborhood 
Health Centers, a nonprofit organization 
providing medical and dental services at 
several locations  for people in Seattle and 
King County. 

You can visit PSNHC on the Internet at 
http://www.psnhc.org.  

Healthy communication makes a difference

‘My life and future 
are bright’
One immigrant’s road to U.S. citizenship

BY PAM MCGAFFIN

Special to The Voice

Jeilani Salim Abdalla’s journey from 
Somali refugee to American citizen be-
gan 14 years ago, shortly after militiamen 
invaded his home, shot and killed his son, 
and kidnapped his daughter.

Two days after finding his 20-year-old 
son dead and daughter gone, the former 
businessman fled with the rest of his fam-
ily to Kenya, surviving a perilous 15-day 
ocean voyage on a small, overcrowded 
boat.

After living several years in a Kenyan 
refugee camp, he and his family secured a 
U.S. sponsor and arrived in this country in 
1997. With help from Neighborhood House 
in Seattle, Abdalla started English classes 
and the process towards citizenship.

But his journey, after overcoming so 
many hardships, was looking more and 
more like a dead-end. Almost a year and 
a half after he applied, he was still wait-
ing for an interview with immigration 
authorities.

Inquiring about the delay, he was told 
his file had been transferred to a “special 
research facility” in Washington D.C., for 
a likely “name check.” 

Abdalla and those who advocated on 
his behalf believe that, in the post 9/11 
climate of heightened national security, 
his application was held up because of his 
Islamic-sounding name.

“I am a legal permanent resident. …I 
work, pay my taxes, and obey the laws in 
my new country,” he said in an October 
2005 appeal letter to U.S. Sen. Maria 
Cantwell. “I feel my application was 
given special attention due to my name 

and my ethnicity. I believe this is unjust 
and unfair.”

Mary Turla, the English as a Second 
Language teacher at Neighborhood House 
who helped him contact Cantwell, says 
Abdalla would come to class toting his an-
swering machine in a plastic bag when he 
had a message from the senator’s office.

“Maria,” he would say, addressing his 
teacher, “there’s a message from Maria.”

Abdalla believes that his application 
for citizenship would never have been 
processed without help from Neighborhood 
House and Cantwell’s intervention.

He rattles off the date he became a citi-
zen with automatic ease, as if it’s his birth 
date: March 15, 2006.

He celebrated by bringing a cake to 
Neighborhood House’s Park Lake site in 
White Center and sharing it with other 
ESL students, Neighborhood House staff, 
friends and family.

His reasons for coming to the United 
States are common to many who fled the 
violence in his homeland: peace, justice 
and a chance at a better life. His children, 
including the daughter who had been kid-
napped and later returned, are all attending 
school here and doing well.

Meanwhile, Abdalla is thrilled to fi-
nally be able to vote and make plans for 
the future. He’s saving money with the 
goal of starting a grocery and goods store 
catering to East African refugees living in 
this country.

“I forgot all the pain during waiting,” he 
said through a translator. “Now that I’ve 
passed this obstacle, my life and future 
are bright.”

Pam McGaffin works for Moore Ink., a 
consultant for Neighborhood House.

PHOTO BY MIKE MOORE

Jeilani Salim Abdalla proudly shows off his work identification card as Neighborhood 
House Family Support Worker Gurey Farah looks on.

Iran. 
“If Iran changes, I will return,” Zeydishe 

says. “But otherwise, no, because of the 
government. If the government changes...” 
she pauses uncertainly, “The people there 
are very nice, but not the government.”

For now, music keeps the siblings’ cul-
ture alive within the walls of their Bellevue 
apartment. They have joined the Baha’i 

community here and continue to make lives 
for themselves. 

And of course, Zeydishe’s tar music still 
brings her peace and security. 

When she experiences music, whether 
playing or listening, she says that it makes 
her “feel as though she loves all people 
and wants to share that feeling with ev-
eryone.” 

She quotes a traditional Iranian saying, 
“When there is a little love in your heart 
and you hear good music, it grows.” 

Music
Continued from front page

Home ownership fair planned
BY VOICE STAFF

Do you dream of owning your own 
home? 

This year, the New Americans Home 
ownership Fair will focus on getting you 
started, unlocking the knowledge of home 
ownership and addressing the specific 
needs of immigrant and refugee commu-
nities.

The eighth-annual event connects lim-
ited-English speaking people and first-time 
home buyers with the American dream 
of home ownership. It will take place on 
Aug. 12 at Mountain View Elementary 
School, 10811 12th Ave. S.W., from 9 a.m. 

to 3 p.m.
Attendees will learn how to purchase 

a home and keep it healthy and find out 
valuable information about lenders and 
real estate agents. Workshops will provide 
information about how to save on utilities, 
how to fix a leaky faucet and how to build 
a deck.

Interpretation in Tagalog, Cambodian, 
Chinese, Vietnamese, Spanish, Somali,  
Oromo, Tigrinya, Amharic and Russian 
will be provided.

For more information, contact Nikki Lac 
at 206-623-5132, ext. 318 or by e-mail at 
Nikki@apialliance.org.
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One to grow on
Garden tips for community gardeners

BY ANZA MUENCHOW 
Special to The Voice

Finally the bountiful summer harvest 
is truly here. 

All the cool spring crops are gone and 
the heat-loving crops are taking over the 
gardens. Tomatoes, peppers, eggplant, 
squash and beans are all starting to produce 
for us. Yum. 

To maximize food production from each 
plant, be sure to pick these crops regularly 
— don’t let the fruits of your labor hang on 
the vines or stalks too long. For example, 
summer squash and beans should be picked 
several times a week so that the plant will 
continue to produce. 

If you allow the fruiting parts to stay 
on the plants too long, that will signal to 
the plant that it has completed its job (seed 
formation) and that it doesn’t need to pro-
duce any more fruits this season. So always 
pick off the old beans and squashes, even 
if they’re too big to eat or were chewed on 
by slugs or bugs. 

Chop up damaged or unwanted crops 
and compost them, turning them into a 
rich fall mulch. 

Speaking of compost, it is very impor-
tant during the summer to water your com-
post as often as you do your soil. It should 
be as damp as a wrung out sponge. 

You may need to cover your compost 
pile with a plastic sheet to hold in the 
moisture and minimize water use. 

As you harvest spring crops, space 
becomes available in your garden to plant 
fall or cool season crops. 

Pay special attention to watering when 
starting new seeds in August drought time. 

Use floating row cover (like Reemay) over 
your newly-seeded beds to help control 
moisture and protect new sprouts from 
cats digging in your beds or birds eating 
your seedlings. 

Plant snap peas, spinach or bok choy this 
month, and you’ll have some delicious har-
vests in October. If the peas don’t produce 
pods by fall, you can enjoy picking the pea 
vines for salads or stir fry. Yum.

Last month I was invited to visit the 
garden club at the Seattle Housing Author-
ity Tri Court apartments. Besides a tour of 
their garden, I enjoyed a delicious pizza 
dinner (with Walla Walla onions!) while 
we talked about gardens, seasonal foods 
and community P-Patch projects. 

One of the ideas we discussed was how 
community gardens like the one at Tri 
Court can benefit from a Small and Simple 
Grant from the Seattle Department of 
Neighborhoods. 

The P-Patch office can advise com-
munity members on the preparation of the 
grant through the Cultivating Communi-
ties Project. Up to $15,000 can be awarded 
to neighborhood gardens to upgrade their 
gardens, repair old raised beds, buy com-
post, improve irrigation, prune trees and 
lots more. 

Contact Martha Goodlett in the P-Patch 
office at 206-684-0540 for more informa-
tion.

Enjoy these long warm days and eat 
well. Let me know if you have questions 
or topics you want included in future 
articles.

Anza Muenchow is a farmer and a vol-
unteer with P-Patch. You can reach her at 
mahafarm@whidbey.net. 

Harvest time is here

Collaboration between housing authorities 
leads to good job for area resident

PHOTO COURTESY OF SEATTLE HOUSING AUTHORITY

From left: Minh Huynh, logistics specialist for the King County Housing Authority, 
Lamont King, Seattle Housing Authority Job Counselor Larry Hill and SHA Job 
Counselor Van Vo. With help from both agencies, King was able to land a job as an 
experienced construction laborer with Walsh Construction, the general contractor for 
KCHA’s redevelopment of Park Lake Homes. King had developed a strong reputation 
as a most capable, skilled, safety-minded, reliable and personable employee while 
working for a plumbing sub-contractor on the early stages of the Rainier Vista 
redevelopment. Good luck with your new job, Lamont!

Consider volunteering for 
American Lung Association
BY VOICE STAFF

Are you concerned about the rising 
asthma epidemic?  Do you support educa-
tion and prevention as effective tools to 
promote healthy lungs?  If so, consider 
volunteering with the American Lung As-
sociation of Washington.

The organization’s Master Home Envi-
ronmentalist program is currently seeking 
volunteers to help educate communities 
about the hazards of indoor air pollution. 

Volunteers make free home visits to 
families throughout King County and pro-
vide low or no-cost tips on ways to reduce 
air pollutants, such as dust and mold, in 
the home.

To become a Mater Home Environmen-
talist volunteer, those interested attend 
a 35-hour, 10-week training course. The 
training is free, however organizers do 

request that volunteers provide 35 hours 
of service in return for this valuable ex-
perience.

The next training session will run from 
6:30 to 9 p.m. on Tuesday evenings from 
Sept. 5 to Nov. 7 at the American Lung 
Association of Washington’s Seattle office,  
2625 3rd Ave. 

For more information about the training, 
please contact Casey Coulombe at 206-441-
5100 or by e-mail at casey@alaw.org.

If you are unable to volunteer at this 
time but would like a free home environ-
mental assessment from a volunteer, or if 
you would like to receive a Do-It-Yourself 
Home Environmental Assessment List, you 
may also contact Coulombe at the phone 
number or e-mail above.

More information is available on line at 
http://www.alaw.org. 

Food stamp recipients 
qualify for tuition help, 
social services 
BY VOICE STAFF

For those who receive basic food assis-
tance, a new program in Washington could 
break down the barriers to education and 
a better job. by offering tuition assistance, 
child care and other needed services.

The Food Stamp Employment and Train-
ing Program is a voluntary federal program 
that aims to help food stamp recipients pre-
pare for the working world or find a better 
job. It also makes vocational education a 
possibility for those who might otherwise 
not qualify for financial assistance.

Funded by a grant from the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture, the Department 
of Social and Health Services administers 
the program in cooperation with Goodwill 
Industries, the YWCA, Port Jobs, Seattle 
Jobs Initiative and South Seattle Commu-
nity College.

One of the purposes of the program is 
to increase the use of Washington’s Basic 
Food program (food stamps), which helps 
low-income families buy food. 

Many people do not realize that you 
can still qualify for Basic Food if you do 
not have children, if you have a retirement 
fund, car or savings account or if you are 
working or on unemployment.

The FSET program now provides fi-
nancial assistance for those enrolled in 
Basic Food, so that they can receive free 
vocational education, job training, Eng-
lish as a Second Language classes, Adult 

Basic Education classes, job placement 
assistance and support services such as 
child care, case management, housing and 
emergency health services.

The program provides enough financial 
support for students enrolled at South 
Seattle Community College that their 
tuition, books, materials, parking or bus 
passes are free. 

Students already enrolled in the pro-
gram are taking such courses as aviation, 
welding and web design. The only require-
ment is that they maintain a 2.0 grade point 
average.

“It’s an incredible opportunity for 
people who are sometimes overlooked,” 
said Wendy Price, program manager for 
workforce education for South Seattle 
Community College. “They’re the work-
ing poor, struggling families who usually 
don’t qualify for other tuition assistance 
programs.”

The one-year pilot program started in 
October, but DSHS officials are already 
working to renew the grant for another 
year. Thanks to the program, South Se-
attle Community College has enrolled 
about 150 students who would not have 
otherwise been able to afford the program, 
Price said.

For more information about the pro-
gram, call 206-764-5835. For more infor-
mation about the Basic Food program, call 
1-877-644-3663. 

Back to school fair planned
Join International Community Health 

Services for a back to school fair on 
Saturday, August 12 from 11 a.m. to  
3 p.m. The event will take place at the 
International District/Chinatown Com-
munity Center, 719 8th Ave. South.

This is a great opportunity for parents 
to find out which vaccinations their chil-
dren need for school, get help applying 
for reduced-cost health insurance and 
to make appointments for Well-Child 
check-ups

Free dental screenings for children 
will also be available at the event.

The first 100 children to attend will 
receive a free backpack, and everyone 
will enjoy raffles, prizes, face painting 
and much more.

For more information call Maxine 
Chan at 206-788-3672.

Sound Steps for you
Walking is one of the best forms of 

exercise, and with Sound Steps you can 

make great friends, too.
This summer, Sound Steps offers 

free walking groups throughout the city. 
Enjoy some of Seattle’s most beautiful 
walking locations: Seward Park, Discov-
ery Park, Alki Beach and more. 

New programs include a group for 
Spanish speakers at Rainier Park Clinic 
and a group leaving from the Green 
Bean Coffee shop in Greenwood — cof-
fee discount included.

Sound Steps also offers maps of 
local trails, prizes and free health 
seminars. To register, call Mari Becker 
in Seattle Senior Adult Programs office 
at 206-684-4664. You can also register 
via e-mail to sound.steps@seattle.gov.

The Voice needs you
Are you interested in learning more 

about how The Voice is produced? If 
so, consider joining the Voice Resident 
Advisory Committee. Contact Stacy 
Schwandt for more information at 206-
461-8430, ext. 227
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የጉዳይ አፈፃፀም አገልግሎት መጀመር

የአካባቢው የመኖሪያ ቤቶች 
የጉዳይ አያያዝ በፓርክ ሌክ፣ በሃይ 
ፖይንት፣ በየስለር ተረስ፣ በሬነር 
ቪሲታና አካባቢው አገልግሎት መስጠት 
ይጀምራል፡፡

የቤተሰብ እርዳታ ሰጪ ሰረተኞች 
አንድ ለአንድ በሆነ መንገድ ቤተሰቦችን 
እርዳታ በመስጠትና በማበረታታት 
ይሰራሉ፡፡ በቤት ጉዳዮችና ቁሳቁሶች 
የሚኖሩትን አሰራሮችም እንዲገባዎት 
ይረዱዎታል፡፡ በቤቶች ጉዳይ በሚደረጉ 
ስብሰባዎች የእርስዎ ተጠሪ በመሆን 
ይሰራሉ፡፡ ለዜግነትም ትምህርቶች 
እንዲመዘገቡ፣ ማመልከቻዎችን 
በመሙላት ገንዘብም በማያስከፍል 
ሁኔታና በፅሁፍ አያያዝና በኗሪነትም 
በመሳሰሉት ይረዳሉ፡፡

የቤተሰብ እርዳታ ሰጪ ሰራተኞች 
ለአዛውንቶችም የእርዳታ መንገዶችን 
በመፈለግ በነፃ መኖር የሚያስችላቸውን 
እስካስፈለገው ጊዜ ድረስ ይረዳሉ፡፡ 
ይህም ለአዛውንቶች የሚሰጠውን 
አገልግሎት፣ የ ቤት አያያዝንና 
የህክምና ግልጋሎትንም ይጨምራል፡፡

ለስድስት ዓመት በአካባቢው 
የመኖሪያ ቤቶች መ/ቤት የስራ 
ልምድ ያለው፤ የቤስተሰብ እርዳታ 
ሰጪ ሰራተኛ የሆነው ኤፍሬም ስዩም 
የተለያዩ አገልግሎቶችን በአማርኛና 
በትግርኛ በትርጉምና በአፃፃፍ 
ለድንገተኛ ሂኔታዎች የቃለመጠይቅ 
አሰራርና ለኗሪነት የሚደረገውን አሰራር 
ይረዳል፡፡

ከአካባቢው የኗሪዎች መ/ቤት 
ስራ ከመጀመሩ በፊት፣ ስዩም በጉዳይ 
እያያዝ በስደተኞች የእርዳታ ፕሮግራም 
ውስጥ ማናጀር ነበር፡፡ በተጨማሪም 
ለአትላንቲክ ስትሪት ማዕከል የወጣቶች 
መሪ ሆኖ ስርቷል፡፡ እሱን ከፈለጋችሁ 
በስልክ ቁጥር 206-461-4568 በውስጥ 
ቁጥር 214 ይደውሉ፡፡

እንዲሁም አረጋዊ አብርሃ 
የአማርኛና የትግርኛ አገልግሎት 
ይሰጣል፡፡ በአካባቢው የኗሪዎች መ/
ቤት ስራ የጀመረው በመስከረም 
ውስጥ ሲሆን፤ የስራ ልምዶቹም ችግር 
ያላቸውን የመርዳት፣ የማስተማር፣ 
የንግድና የአካውንቲንግ ልምዶች 
አሉት፡፡ በቅርቡም ለሲያትል የቤቶች 
ባለስልጣን ፅሁፍ በመተርጎምና 
በአስተርጓሚንት ስርቷል፡፡ ለሃይ 
ፖይንት ኮሚኒቲ ኮንሲልም በቦርድ 
አባልነት አገልግሏል፡፡ 

አብርሃ የ23 ዓመት የማስተማር 
ልምድ ሲኖረው በሂሳብና በማርኬቲንግ 
ማኔጅመት ዲግሪ አለው፡፡ እሱን 
ለማግኘት ከፈለጉ በስልክ ቁጥር 206-
571-4712 ይደውሉ፡፡

 

Waxaa la helaa arrin lagaala 
shaqeeyo

Neighborhood House wuxuu 
bixinayaa shaqo maamul ah dadka 
deggen Park Lake, High Point, Yesler 
Terrace, Rainier Vista iyo wareegga 
nawaaxiga. 

Qoys caawiyihi  wuxuu u 
shaqeeyaa qof qof qoysaska iyo 
dhiirrigelin.Waxay kaa caawimi 
karaan is faham, wixii guri la xiriira, 
qalab iyo hawlo la xiriira dhalashada 
Ameerikaan nimada  iyo waraaqaha 
oo laguu buuxiyo kirada araajida 
iyo wixii kaloo waraaqo ah la xiriira 
dhalashada Ameerikaan nimada.

Qoys caawiyuhu xitaa wuxuu 
diyaarinayaa dadka da’da ah si ay 
keli u noolaadaan inta ay doonayaan 
iyadoo la qorayo hawlaha dadka 
da’da ah guryaha daryeelka ama 
daaweynta. 

Gurey Faarah ku hadla 
Somaliwaana qofka ugu cusub 
dadka ka shaqeeya hawlaha  
wuxuu leeyahay khibrad hawlaha 
caawimada maamulka  in badan ka 
soo shaqeeyey   Center for Career 
Alternatives kaasoo shaqo raadin 
ku lug lahaa, tababar, dadka wax u 
sheegga iyo xiriirka Jaaliyadaha. 

Faarah wuxuu haystaa 
shahaadada Bachelor’s degree oo 
hawlaha maamulka ah. Waxaana laga 
wici karaa 206-461-4522, ext. 222.

Hinda Abdi waxay timid 
Neighborhood House shaqaale ku 
meel gaar ahaan sannad ka badan, 
laakin Maamulaheeda dhaqsi ayuu 
ku meeleeyey shaqaale caadi ah. 
Iyada waxay waayo arag u yeelatay 
la shaqaynta deegaanka Jaaliyadda 
Soomaalida turjumaan ahaan, qoraal 
turjumid iyo Dad wargelin hawleed. 

Muiummada hawsheeda ee 
Neighborhood House,Cabdi  waxay 
ku shaqeeysay Xannaanada Guryaha 
khaas ahaan Duqoowshaha iyo 
dadka Curyaanka waway iskaa wax 
u qabso ugu shqeysey waqtigeeda 
Neighborhood House NewHolly 
Head Start masheuuceeda.Waxaa laga 
wici karaa iyada 206-267-0624.

Case management services available

ነይበርሁድ ሃውስ ናይ ከይዝ 
ማናጅመንት ኣገልግሎት ከቕርብ እዩ 
ንናይ ፓርክ ሌክ ሃይ ፖይንት የስለር 
ተርስ ረይኔር ቪዝታ ከባቢኡን።

ናይ ፋሚሊ ሳፖርት ሰራሕተኛታት 
ምስ ስድራ ቤታት ብውልቀ ይሰርሑ 
መምርሒ ብምሃብን ብምርትታዕን፡ 
ናይ ግዝውቲ ጉዳያትን መምርሕን 
ብምስትምሃር ይጣበቁልኩም ኣብ ናይ 
ሃውሲን ዝምልከት ኣኼባታት። ናይ 
ዜግነት ትምህርቲ ንክትመሃሩ ይሕግዙን 
መመልከቲ ይመልእልኩም ኣብ ክፍሊት 
ብቕዓት ንክትረኽቡ ይሕግዙ ካልኦ 
ተምሳሰልቲ ጉዳያትን።

ፋሚሊ ሳፖርት ዎርከር ናይ 
ሽማግለታት ኣገልግሎት ብምሃብ 
ብውልቀ ነብሶም ክኢሎም ንኽነብሩ 
ይሕግዙ ኣብ ናይ ሰኔዮር ኣገልግሎት 
ብምምዝጋብ ሆምኬር ሜዲካይድን።

 ኤፍሬም ስዩም ን6 ዓመት ዘገልገለ 
ገዲም ፋሚሊ ዎርከር ሰራሕተኛ 
ነይበርሁድ ሃውስ እዩ ዝተፈላለዩ 

CÓ SẴN DỊCH VỤ GIÚP  
ĐỞ DÀI HẠN - CASE 
MANAGEMENT
Case management services 
available 

Cơ quan Neighborhood House có 
cung cấp chương trình giúp đở dài hạn 
cho các cư dân ở Park Lake, High Point, 
Yesler Terrace, Rainier Vista và các khu 
vực lân cận.

Nhân Viên Trợ Giúp Gia Đình- 
Family Support Worker làm việc với từng 
gia đình, cung cấp những hướng dẫn và 
khuyến khích. Họ có thể giúp qui vị hiểu 
về những hồ sơ liên quan tới housing, và 
phục vụ cho qúi vị trong các cuộc họp 
liên quan đến vấn đề nhà cữa. Họ có thể 
giúp qúi vị ghi tên và  trong các lớp luyện 
thi quốc tịch, xin tiền lệ phí nộp đơn và 
những hồ sơ có liên quan đến di trú.

Nhân Viên Trợ Giúp Gia Đình- 
Family Support Worker cũng giúp đở 

እገልግሎት የቅርብ ብእምሓርኛን 
ትግርኛን ምትርጓም ናይ ህጹጽ እዋን 
ረዲኤት ክምኡውን ናይ ዜግነት 
ኣግልግሎት የቅርብ።

ቕድሚ ነይበርሁድ ሃውስ ኤፍሬም 
ክም ከይዝ ማናጀር ምስ ረፍዩጂ 
እሲስታንስ ፕሮግራም ሰሪሑ ክም 
ናይ ምንእስያት ፕሮግራም መራሒ 
ድማ ኣብ እትላንቲክ ስትሪት ሰሪሑ 
ኣብዚ ዝስዕብ ስልኪ ብምድዋል ድማ 
ክትረኣኸብዎ ትኽእሉ 206-461-4568 
ኤክስተንሽን 214።

ኣረጋዊ ኣብርሃውን ኣገልግሎት 
በምሓርኛን ትግርኛን የቕርብ ቅድሚ 
ነይበርሁድ ሃውስ ምጽንባሩ ናይ 
እውትሪች ትምህርቲ ማርከቲንግ 
ኣካውንቲንግ በዓል ሞያ ኮይኑ ሰሪሑ 
ቅድሚ ቁሩብ እዋን ድማ ከም ተርጓሚ 
ንስያትል ሃውሲንግ ሰሪሑ ክምውን 
ቦርድ መምበር ናይ ሃይ ፖይን ኮምኒቲ 
ካውንስል ኮይኑ ሰሪሒ።

ኣረጋዊ ናይ 23 ተምክሮ ምምህርና 
ዘለዎ ሰብ እዩ ናይ ቁጽርን ማርከቲንግ 
ማነጅምንት ዲግሪ ድማ ዝተቐበለ ሰብ እዩ

người cao niên già cả để nhận được các 
dịch vụ giúp cho cuộc sống được tự lập 
càng lâu dài càng tốt. Dịch vụ bao gồm 
cả việc ghi tên vào chương trình phục vụ 
người cao niên, những việc giúp đở tại tư 
gia, và trợ cấp Y tế Medicaid.

Họ cũng có thể giúp nối kết qúi vị 
với những sinh họat xã hội và giúp thu 
xếp trong việc mua sắm một vài dụng cụ 
y tế.

Có anh Long Lưu  cung cấp các dịch 
vụ cho người Việt. Anh có kinh nghiệm, 
làm việc cho cơ quan Neighborhood 
House từ năm 1994, anh được nhận làm 
công việc của Nhân Viên Trợ Giúp Gia 
Đình- Family Support Worker- nhằm giúp 
đở người cao niên và các gia đình đang 
sinh sống trong các khu gia cư công cộng. 

Anh vẫn làm các công việc này cho 
tới nay, qua các việc giúp đở dài hạn, 
lượng đình nhu cầu thiết yếu, dịch vụ, 
giới thiệu (đến cơ quan chức năng), hổ 
trợ các dịch vụ về sức khỏe, thông dịch, 
hướng dẫn cho các phụ huynh…
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The mission of the Seattle Housing Authority is to enhance 
the Seattle community by creating and sustaining decent, 
safe and affordable living environments that foster stability 
and self-sufficiency for people with low incomes.
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Sybil Bailey nominated 
for commissioners seat
SHA AND VOICE STAFF

Mayor Greg Nickels recently 
announced his nomination of Sybil 
Bailey as resident commissioner for 
the Seattle Housing Authority Board 
of Commissioners.

“Sybil understands the issues 
facing low-income residents and 
she brings a long and proven track 
record for finding solutions that build 
stronger communities,” Nickels said. 
“As a member of the board, she can 
draw on her decades of experience 
to provide valuable perspectives and 
insights.”

The seven-member board is re-
sponsible for approving SHA’s an-
nual budget and for setting policies 
to guide SHA’s operations. 

If confirmed, Bailey would replace 
Judith Fay, whose term expired earlier 
this year.

Bailey has been a resident of Denny 
Terrace for more than 20 years. She helped 
to start a resident council there, and for 10 
years, served as the president of the Resident 
Action Council, a group of representatives 
from SHA high-rise resident councils.

“I am honored to be the mayor’s choice 
and intend to do my best to aid SHA resi-
dent concerns,” Bailey said.

The City Council’s Housing Committee 
will consider the mayor’s nomination at its 
Aug. 1 meeting. Members will decide wheth-
er to pass the matter on to the full council, 
which would vote on confirmation.

A group of Seattle Housing Authority 
residents have written letters to council 
members opposing Bailey’s nomination 
and questioning her track record as a leader. 
They pointed to dwindling attendance dur-
ing her RAC presidency and argued that 
residents weren’t allowed to have input into 
meeting agendas and annual work plans. 

“She changed RAC from an organization 
that is supposed to advocate for SHA resi-
dents to one that works in partnership with 
SHA management, completely opposite (of 

the) purpose of the resident council,” wrote 
Cedarvale resident Rick Harrison in a letter 
to the city council.

Residents also reminded council mem-
bers that Bailey had been nominated for 
a spot on the board in 1998, when state 
legislation expanded it to include an addi-
tional seat for residents. According to news 
reports at the time, Council member Peter 
Steinbrueck blocked her nomination, in part 
because Bailey testified against provisions 
of the bill at a hearing in Olympia.

This time,  a panel that included a former 
SHA resident board member and a repre-
sentative of the nonprofit housing industry 
unanimously recommended Bailey for the 
seat. She also has the support of at least one 
council member.

“I can’t think of anyone better quali-
fied to represent residents on the Housing 
Authority’s board,” said City Council mem-
ber Richard McIver. “Sybil has worked 
for years to bring people together to solve 
problems. She has overcome obstacles to 
make life better for those around her.” 

Sybil Bailey has been nominated for a seat on 
the SHA Board of Commissioners.

PHOTO COURTESY OF SEATTLE HOUSING AUTHORITY

$20 million in federal tax 
credits secured
Credits will spark commercial development 
in HOPE VI communities
SEATTLE HOUSING AUTHORITY

The Seattle Housing Authority has 
helped to secure $20 million in tax credits 
from the U.S. Department of the Treasury 
to spur commercial investment in Seattle. 
The treasury department awarded a total 
of $4.1 billion in New Market Tax Credits 
in early June.

The Housing Authority was one of 63 
organizations across the country, and one 
of just two organizations in the state of 
Washington to receive the award. 

The tax credits are intended to help pro-
mote access to growth in urban and rural 
low-income communities, encouraging 
retail, office and other commercial invest-
ment in those areas.

The Housing Authority began prepara-
tions for this program by creating a new 
nonprofit organization called Seattle Com-
munity Investments. This nonprofit, which 
will help oversee use of the tax credits, is 
made up of community residents and ser-
vice providers in SHA communities. 

The Housing Authority’s Executive Di-
rector Tom Tierney also serves as executive 

director of the new nonprofit. Develop-
ment Manager Paul Fitzgerald prepared 
the application for the tax credits and will 
continue to manage the process for the new 
nonprofit.

The Housing Authority intends to use 
the New Market Tax Credits to stimulate 
investment in commercial development at 
its HOPE VI communities. 

“We expect that these tax credits will 
help us make commercial investment in our 
new communities more attractive,” Fitzger-
ald said. “The U.S. Treasury created this 
program in order to balance the financial 
benefit of the tax credits to investors with 
the return to the community.” 

Commercial development will be aimed 
at enhancing the walkability and services 
available in the HOPE VI communities.

The New Market Tax Credit program 
is similar to the program that awards tax 
credits for investment in low-income hous-
ing. With these new incentives, however, 
investors are rewarded with tax credits for 
investing in commercial enterprises in low-
income or developing neighborhoods.

Othello Station, High Point 
recognized for excellence
SEATTLE HOUSING AUTHORITY

Two of Seattle Housing Authority’s 
neighborhoods were honored with awards 
over the last month. 

Othello Station was recognized by the 
Pacific Coast Builders Conference at its an-
nual trade show with a Gold Nugget Honor 
of Merit Award and the prestigious Grand 
Award in the Best Affordable Project (under 
30 units/acre) category. 

The American Institute of Architects 

awarded High Point with one of eight 
“Show You’re Green Awards” at its 
national convention and design expo.  
Othello Station, developed by Seattle Hous-
ing Authority, built by Walsh Construction 
and designed by architect WRT Solomon 
E.T.C., was one of more than 600 entries to 
the Gold Nugget Awards competition. 

The competition honors creative achieve-
ments in architectural design and land-use 

Please see “Awards” on page 2

Housing assistance extended for evacuees  
SEATTLE HOUSING AUTHORITY

Nearly 50 households that evacuated 
New Orleans for Seattle recently received 
notice from the Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency that they are no longer 
eligible for housing assistance.

In order to help these households com-
plete the difficult transition they face, the 
Seattle Housing Authority has offered to 
extend the aid currently being provided by 
the state’s Community Trade and Economic 
Development Department.

The department provided assistance to 
households deemed ineligible by FEMA 

through the end of June. By using temporary 
voucher funding, SHA has extended this as-
sistance for two more months, through the 
end of August. This means that evacuees 
will have had a full year of rental assistance 
since being displaced from their homes. 

Many of the households contacted by 
SHA in a March survey indicated their in-
tention of staying in Seattle, although most 
had not yet secured jobs. Households that 
will continue to need assistance have been 
encouraged to apply for public housing and 
Section 8 assistance.

“We will probably end up serving about 

half of the households that were deemed 
ineligible,” said Dennis Hall, SHA’s admis-
sions manager. “We are finding that a lot 
of these people have moved on with their 
lives and have not responded to our offer 
of continued assistance.” 

Over the past several months, FEMA 
has transitioned many of the 160 Seattle 
families to a different assistance program. 
About 30 of these households still live in 
SHA housing, and others are placed with 
private landlords. A national company hired 
by FEMA has largely taken over the admin-
istration of leases and payments.
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About The Voice

The Voice is a monthly newspaper published by Neighborhood House with  
financial support from Seattle Housing Authority Resident Participation Funds. 

The Voice is developed and edited by Neighborhood House with help from SHA 
residents and staff. It strives to provide a forum for objective news and informa-
tion of interest to low-income people and those living in SHA communities.

The Voice welcomes articles, letters to the editor and columns from readers. 
If you’d like to submit an article, or if you have a question about anything you’ve 
read in this publication, feel free to contact Editor Stacy Schwandt at (206) 461-
8430 ext. 227 or by e-mail at stacys@nhwa.org.

If you have questions about SHA-related stories, you may also contact SHA 
Communications Director Virginia Felton at (206) 615-3506 or by e-mail at 
vfelton@seattlehousing.org. 

There are many ways to get involved in the production of The Voice; call 206-
461-8430, ext 227 to find out more. You can also mail submissions to: The 
Voice, Neighborhood House, 905 Spruce St. #200, Seattle, WA 98104. Please 
include your name and contact information on your submission. 

All submissions are subject to editing for accuracy, style and length.

planning for residential, commercial and 
industrial projects. The awards ceremony 
is the premier event of this highly-regarded 
trade show, which brings together residen-
tial builders and architects from the Pacific 
Coast states and neighboring countries. 

Othello Station is the final phase of the 
NewHolly redevelopment. It features 219 
units of new rental housing, with 163 public 
housing units and 56 additional rental units 
serving those who earn between 30 and 60 
percent of Seattle’s median income. 

It also includes homes for sale built by 
private home builders Polygon Northwest and 
Bennett-Sherman Homes and a mixed-use 
building featuring rental housing, a retail store, 
offices and the Holly Park Medical Clinic. 

Othello Station also includes five acres of 
parks, capped by the 2.3 acre Central Park. 

High Point, designed by architect Mit-
hun, was recognized with the American 
Institute of Architects’ “Show You’re 
Green” Award for incorporating sustainabil-
ity factors into the entire process — from 
recycling the previous development’s high 

Awards
Continued from front page

quality lumber, to a natural drainage system 
that mimics the drainage qualities of an 
open meadow. 

“This award program aims to showcase 
the wide range of ways that architects have 
included green elements in aesthetically ex-
cellent, affordable designs,” said Gita Dev, 
“Show You’re Green” Awards jury chair. 
“Such principles can be easily incorporated 
by developers to green their housing proj-
ects and will have a lasting, positive impact 
on the surrounding community.”

High Point is SHA’s largest redevelop-
ment site. By the end of the decade, it will 
have 1,600 new affordable and market-rate 
units across 130 acres. All of the homes 
at High Point meet local Built Green 
three-star standards, and 150 trees on the 
original site have been preserved in the 
redevelopment. 

High Point’s natural drainage system 
cleans, cools and filters stormwater runoff 
to Longfellow Creek, which has the highest 
number of Coho salmon in all of Seattle’s 
creeks. Four miles of grassy and vegetated 
swales enhance the watershed, also pre-
serving the area’s water and ecosystem 
quality. 

SHA to build housing on 
Qwest Field parking lot
Workforce housing will be a part of a 
mixed-use development

SEATTLE HOUSING AUTHORITY

The Seattle Housing Authority will con-
tribute its expertise in low-income housing 
and its financing capability to a mixed-use 
project led by developers Nitze-Stagen and 
Opus Northwest. 

King County named the project the win-
ning proposal last month for the develop-
ment of a four-acre site located south of 
Pioneer Square and north of Qwest Field. 
The site, which is owned by the county, is 
currently used for surface parking.

Aspects of the project, including the land 
sale and needed zoning changes, will have 
to be approved by the city and county coun-
cils before the project can go forward.

If completed, the project would contain 
956 condominiums and apartments. The 
Housing Authority would own and man-
age 140 apartments that would be leased to 
workers who make at or less than 60 percent 
of area median income, or about $33,000 a 
year for a single person.

“We are excited to be part of this proj-
ect,” said SHA Executive Director Tom 
Tierney. “It is an opportunity to add to our 
stock of workforce housing.” 

The Housing Authority expects to con-
tribute tax-credit equity and bond financing 

to the 140 apartments it would own and 
manage, which would include one- and 
two-bedroom units with rents ranging from 
$875 to $1,020 per month. 

In all, the project would include 394 
condominiums and row houses, 562 apart-
ments, 1,035 parking spaces and resident-
oriented retail and commercial develop-
ment in 25,000 square feet of street-level 
space.

At the July 5 ceremonies at the site both 
King County Executive Ron Sims and 
Seattle Mayor Greg Nickels praised the 
development team and the concept. 

“This has been a vast wasteland of park-
ing,” Sims said. “But it will be transformed 
into an extraordinary neighborhood.” 

The proposed development has received 
enthusiastic support from Pioneer Square 
residents, but several organizations that 
have used the lot for overflow parking and 
exhibit space during trade shows are op-
posing the project. 

Sims, however, expressed confidence 
that the project would go forward in spite 
of any opposition. 

The new development would double 
the number of residential units in Pioneer 
Square.

New Section 8 waiting list 
of 4,000 households formed
Demand for vouchers far exceeds supply
SEATTLE HOUSING AUTHORITY

After an open period of just under two 
weeks, Seattle Housing Authority’s wait-
ing list for its Section 8 Housing Choice 
Voucher program closed in late May. 

During that period, 5,949 households 
mailed in forms to try for one of 4,000 spots 
on the program’s new waiting list, which 
was created in June by a random drawing. 

Lisa Cipollone-Wolters, SHA’s director 
of housing advocacy and rental assistance, 
said that the fact that sign-up forms ex-
ceeded available waiting list spaces by 
50 percent is a testament to the need for 
affordable housing in the city.

“We are glad that we are able to extend 
vouchers to a new group of Seattle resi-
dents, but it is unfortunate that we are un-
able to serve all who need this assistance,” 
she said. 

The Housing Authority will begin offer-
ing vouchers to those on the new waiting 
list as soon as all households on the old 
list, which was closed in 2003, have been 
served. 

For those who drew low numbers, the 
wait will be measured in months, not years. 

For people who drew high numbers, the 
wait could be as long as three years, by 
which time SHA expects to start the pro-
cess all over again with another lottery and 
another waiting list.

Section 8 vouchers help low-income 
people rent private housing anywhere in 
Seattle. The Housing Authority pays the dif-
ference between the rent a landlord charges 
and what a household can reasonably pay. 
More than 7,000 Seattle households use 
these vouchers.

Beginning well before the recent open 
period, SHA announced the lottery in news-
paper ads placed to reach as many people 
as possible. 

The forms needed to sign up for the 
lottery were available on the Housing 
Authority’s Web site and at SHA high-rise 
buildings and administrative offices. 

All branches of the Seattle Public Li-
brary stocked the forms, too, as did all the 
city’s Neighborhood Service Centers and 
Community Centers. All five Department 
of Social and Health Services service 
centers within the city limits also stocked 
the forms. 

Meet Lundquist and 
Rubio, two new LIPH 
housing counselors
SEATTLE HOUSING AUTHORITY

Two new housing counselors, Gayle 
Lundquist and Eva Rubio, recently be-
came Seattle Housing Authority housing 
counselors. 

They join three other housing counselors 
on the admissions team for the Low-Income 
Public Housing program at the Seattle 
Housing Authority’s PorchLight office.

Both Lundquist and Rubio screen clients 
for eligibility and suitability for particular 
LIPH units. 

They also work with people who are 
looking for new apartments, keeping them 
informed about programs available to them 
at SHA and through other agencies and sug-
gesting where they might turn for help with 
emergency shelter and housing. 

Although these are new roles for Lun-
dquist and Rubio, the two are far from new 
faces around the Housing Authority.

Lundquist has been with SHA for 15 
years. She started out in the maintenance 
office at Yesler Terrace, then moved to the 
High Point maintenance office. When SHA 

started its records department in 1996, she 
helped develop the department. 

She says she spent “many hours in dusty 
boxes sorting and organizing old SHA 
records.” Once the dust cleared, Lundquist 
worked as an administrative specialist III in 
Housing Operations for eight years, work-
ing closely with the residents in senior and 
LIPH buildings. 

In January, Lundquist started her present 
position as a housing counselor in LIPH 
admissions.

Rubio, who is fluent in Spanish and Eng-
lish, has worked with low-income housing 
programs for about six years, most recently 
with the Bellingham Housing Authority. 

She came to work for SHA last Septem-
ber in the Section 8 department, where she 
was a certification specialist II and moved 
over to LIPH as a housing counselor in 
April.

If you’re interested in other housing 
options available to you, or if you’d like to 
talk with either Lundquist or Rubio, both 
may be reached at 206-239-1536.

Pioneer Square Community Association Executive Director Craig Montgomery, 
County Council member Larry Gossett, County Council member Dow Constantine, 
Mayor Greg Nickels and King County Executive Ron Sims talk about the project at a 
recent press conference.  

PHOTO COURTESY OF SEATTLE HOUSING AUTHORITY



they are good places to live for low-income 
residents far into the future. 

At the August meetings residents will 
have a chance to learn about the financ-
ing plan that will help pay for the needed 
updates to their buildings, which is very 
similar to the financing method already be-
ing used in the first phase of homeWorks.

All buildings in homeWorks will have 
their old water supply pipes replaced, and 
other work will be done that is tailored to 
fit the needs of each building. 

The plans will be discussed at the August 
meetings and explained in detail before 
work starts in 2007. 

So far, homeWorks has installed new 
copper pipes to over 340 apartments in three 
buildings in the project’s first phase, and 
residents have noticed the improvement.

“The water from my kitchen sink is now 
clear and doesn’t 
have a rusty taste 
to it anymore,” 
said Jesse Byers 
of Green Lake 
Plaza. “Plus, the 
water pressure is 
great.” 

In addit ion, 
r e s i d e n t s  a r e 
seeing the ben-
efits of remod-
eled community 
rooms ,  l a rger 
mailboxes, up-
dated ventilation systems and modernized 
intercom systems. 

Some building exteriors are also being 
painted and waterproofed, and similar 
work will be happening in second phase 
buildings. 

While there is no doubt that these repairs 
are needed, paying for them has been a 
challenge at a time when federal dollars are 
scarce. The solution for Phase 2 will follow 
the successful model of Phase 1, using two 
financing methods together. 

First, SHA will borrow money for the 
remodels by issuing bonds. The bonds will 
be paid back using the capital subsidy sup-
plied each year by the U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Development. 

Additional money for the homeWorks 
project will be obtained by using tax-credit 
financing. With this financing plan, the 
work in Phase 2 will be completed in about 
two years. Without it, using only HUD’s 
annual capital subsidy, it would take up to 
15 years to complete.

To help residents better understand the 

details of this method, meetings have been 
scheduled in the seven buildings due to be 
in Phase 2 of the project.

The tax-credit program gives tax breaks 
to investors who join SHA as legal partners 
in the ownership of the buildings. This type 
of financing is used by most low-income 
housing developers in Seattle to build and 
renovate low-income housing.

The investors in this type of project 
are called “limited partners” because 
their ownership rights in the property are 
very restricted. SHA remains the “general 
partner.” This means that SHA controls 
building management, rent policies, admis-
sions policies and all of the other factors 
that define SHA buildings as low-income 
public housing.

There is also a role for HUD in the legal 
agreements that are required for the tax-

credit program. 
They guarantee 
that the housing 
will remain low-
income housing 
for  a t  l eas t  40 
years, after which 
SHA will regain 
full ownership. 

In  fac t ,  t ax -
credit financing 
carries rules and 
regulations that 
are very similar to 
the present Low-

Income Public Housing policies. 
The use of tax-credit equity financing 

will have no direct effect on rents and eligi-
bility, and residents’ rents will not be raised 
to pay for the homeWorks construction. 

As in Phase 1, no one will be denied ac-
cess as a result of this change, and units in 
each building will be set aside for full-time 
student households. 

Are you interested in learning more 
about tax-credit financing and the upcoming 
second phase of the homeWorks project? If 
so, consider attending one of the meetings 
at SHA’s high-rise buildings. 

All SHA residents are welcome to attend. 
Check out the schedule above for more 
information. 

Additionally, a public comment period 
for residents and other interested stake-
holders will extend from Aug. 1 through 
Sept. 15. 

You may also call the homeWorks in-
formation hotline at 206-615-3534 to get 
answers to your questions about the project 
or to leave a comment about the plan. 
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Meetings scheduled about 
homeWorks Phase 2 funding
BY SVEN KOEHLER 
Seattle Housing Authority

Well before construction 
starts in 2007, a series of meet-
ings have been planned for the 
seven LIPH buildings sched-
uled to be renovated in the 
second phase of the homeWorks 
project. 

 The meetings will take place 
in building community rooms 
throughout the month of Au-
gust.

The goal of the three-phase 
homeWorks project is to make 
basic improvements to 22 of 
the Seattle Housing Authority 
high-rises in order to make sure 

homeWorks advisory 
committee offers 
resident input
BY LYNN SEREDA

Special to The Voice

A resident-run advisory committee pre-
sented a proposal to the Seattle Housing 
Authority last month, asking officials to 
agree to certain conditions as they under-
take homeWorks renovation projects.

The document requests compensation for 
inconveniences, the provision of extra staff 
so buildings under renovation are staffed at 
all times during business hours, adherence 
to Washington landlord/tenant law with re-
gards to entry of units and the completion of 
a habitability checklist whenever significant 
work has been done in a resident’s unit.

Cedarvale resident Rick Harrison took 
the lead on creating the document with 
input from the committee, Julie Wade, an 
attorney who is serving as the committee’s 
counsel, and Eric Dunn, an attorney with 
the Northwest Justice Project. 

Wade noted that the document was of 
such quality that “it was as if Mr. Harrison 
had been practicing law for five years.”
A committee forms

The homeWorks advisory committee 
was formed this year by members of the 
Resident Action Council. Residents of each 
of the eight buildings have elected at least 
one resident to represent their interests 
at the monthly meetings. Interpretors are 
provided for committee members whose 
primary language is not English. 

So far, the group has held two meetings 
with SHA staff members. 

Advisory committee representatives 
have focused on the idea that SHA should 
make every effort, not only to keep resi-
dents informed, but to accommodate their 
needs during what can be very stressful 
renovations. 

“SHA has a greater duty to accommodate 
special needs in occupied rehabilitation...
in a community which has a particularly 
fragile population...and respect and dignity 
must be foremost in this process,” Wade 
said.

Back in October, when residents in 
eight high-rise buildings first heard about 
the first phase of homeWorks, concerns 
spread through the communities: “What 
are tax credits and what does that mean for 
the future of low-income housing?” “How 
will doing renovation work affect the lives 
of residents,” they asked. 

While SHA has sent spokespeople to 
buildings and hired a homeWorks liaison 
to answer questions, many residents have 
said that they’d like an independent source 
of information and that they’d like to have 
input in the decisions SHA makes.

It was out of this background that the 
homeWorks advisory committee was cre-
ated.

After much research and discussion, a 
consensus formed among the group that 

using tax credits was probably the best 
way to finance the much-needed upgrades, 
since the Bush-era has resulted in declining 
housing operations funding. 

What continued to concern residents 
was how the renovations would affect 
them, and how they could offer input into 
the process.

From the beginning, residents brought 
their concerns to SHA and also to RAC 
meetings. One frequently cited concern was 
previous bad experience with two major 
SHA renovation projects, one at Olive 
Ridge and the other at Lictonwood. 

In summer 2004 at Olive Ridge, resi-
dents had to live in a building wrapped in 
plastic for eight months, reducing air flow. 
Then, a plumbing overhaul got severely 
behind schedule when a contractor was fired 
halfway through the job. 

Residents had to live with kitchen walls 
opened up and in some cases ceilings with ex-
posed pipes for another eight or nine months. 
Communication between property managers, 
resident managers, construction people and 
residents was often nonexistent. 

Residents led by then-Olive-Ridge-
resident Rick Harrison sought help from 
the King County Bar Association Housing 
Justice Project and secured their own pro-
bono attorney, Julie Wade. 

Wade is a strong advocate for low-in-
come housing and its residents. She cur-
rently sits on the board of the Plymouth 
Housing Group and once was an attorney 
at SHA, giving her a strong knowledge of 
HUD operations. 

Through her legal representation, an 
article in the Seattle Times and even some 
television coverage, residents of Olive 
Ridge convinced SHA to offer them a 
month’s rent abatement. Housing Authority 
officials agreed that the project did incon-
venience residents to a degree that should 
not have occurred.

Today, Resident Action Council presi-
dent Doug Morrison has noted that he is 
“hoping that some very important agree-
ments will be made soon, so that home-
Works can continue to progress smoothly 
without too many conflicts.” 

“It does take teamwork from both par-
ties,” he added, “which means I would like 
to see attendance from the resident repre-
sentatives to the meetings improve.”

The HAC meets on the second Wednes-
day of each month at 10 a.m. at SHA’s 
main headquarters. To find out who your 
building representatives are, contact Lynn 
Sereda at 206-675-3067 or by e-mail at 
lindelspin@yahoo.com. You can also 
contact your community builders, Marcia 
Johnson or Brett Houghton at 206-239-
1530 or 206-239-1625.

Lynn Sereda is a resident of Capitol Park 
and a member of the homeWorks advisory 
committee.

Tax credit information meetings

Olympic West: Wed., Aug. 2. at 3 p.m.

University West: Fri., Aug. 4 at 2 p.m.

Queen Anne Heights: Tues., Aug. 8 at 3 p.m.

Cal-Mor Circle: Mon., Aug. 14 at 3 p.m.

Cedarvale House: Tues., Aug. 15 at 4 p.m.

Lake City House: Tues., Aug. 22 at 3 p.m.

Center Park: Thurs., Aug. 24 at 6 p.m. 
in the Community Center

Coming next month
Pike Place Market’s fishthrowers rely on residents of Primeau Place 

An Olive Ridge resident celebrates 106 years!

A new recreation program begins at Ravenna School Apartments

Green Lake Plaza resident Jesse Byers (and his pet 
Templeton II) noticed an increase in water pressure in 
the shower after homeWorks replaced the water lines.  
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Street and 35th Avenue Southwest.
The Job Connection has also been able 

to add another computer so now there are 
five computers available to people for ré-
sumé creation, typing tests and Microsoft 
products tutorials.

The move was necessary because the 
buildings that the service providers previ-
ously occupied are now being torn down as 
part of the second phase of the High Point 
redevelopment.

“All the residents have left and now the 
service providers and management office 

need to leave, too” said Seattle Housing 
Authority’s Senior Development Program 
Manager Tom Phillips. “We got really lucky 
because SHA was able to buy the new build-
ing…and, after five months of getting per-
mits and upgrading to accommodate special 
needs, we were able to move in.”

Sharon Jewell, redevelopment com-
munity liaison, took care of such details as 
scheduling the moving company and mak-
ing sure that everyone had enough boxes 
and packing tape. She also checked back 
with the service providers, maintenance 

and management of-
fices to be sure that 
everything was run-
ning as smoothly as 
possible and “ran 
interference” when 
necessary.

Soon there should 
be a sign identifying 
the building as High 
Point Services and 
a directory to make 
it easy to locate the 
providers. 

After High Point’s 
second phase is fin-
ished, all service 
providers, except 
for  management 
and maintenance, 
will move into a new  
neighborhood center 
owned and operated 
by Neighborhood 
House.

NEWS ABOUT THE HIGH POINT COMMUNITY
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High Point says goodbye to 
community builder
BY CLAIRE MCDANIEL

Seattle Housing Authority

The High Point neighborhood bid a 
sad farewell to their community builder 
and friend, Kari-lynn Frank, who left last 
month after almost four years of hard work 
and dedication. 

Frank was “the catalyst for many new 
and innovative initiatives in the High Point 
and larger West Seattle community,” said 
John Forsyth, Seattle Housing Authority 
community services administrator. “Her 
passion for community building and her 
ability to bring partners and stakeholders 
together to achieve common goals will be 
sorely missed.”

Frank said leaving the Housing Author-
ity was a tough decision for her to make 
for many reasons. 

In a heartfelt e-mail to the High Point 
and SHA community, she wrote, “I have 
learned so much from the providers and 
community members that has positively 
impacted me. I know that I leave with far 
more than I leave behind. Your talents, 
grace, kindness, commitment and caring 
are models to all who work in this sector. 
I will miss you.” 

Susan Winn of Resident Choices de-
scribes Frank as a “dynamic” person who 
went “above and beyond her job as com-
munity builder for service providers and 
residents.” 

For example, she went out of her way to 
be sure holiday parties for residents were 
successes, and she organized block parties 
and other events that gave the High Point 
residents opportunities to interact and 
have fun.

“She really cared,” said Sandra Trent, a 
High Point resident since 1968. 

Whether it was executive committee 

elections, diversity festivals or just stopping 
to chat while shopping at the local grocery 
store, Trent said she will miss Frank’s in-
volvement in the High Point community. 

Trent’s daughter Joyce Williams also 
lives in High Point with her family. She 
remembers Frank as being “tireless” in 
her efforts to help residents in a variety 
of ways. Frank participated in community 
council meetings, making sure to bring 
back answers to questions concerning SHA, 
community events, and HUD issues, Wil-
liams said. 

She added that she is sorry to see Frank 
go and that hers will be “big shoes to fill.”

Frank said she is proud to have been a 
part of the development of a vision for High 
Point, and she hopes she can still contribute 
to the community in some capacity. She has 
decided to return to her former job as public 
affairs and organizational consultant.

The Housing Authority will hire a re-
placement for the Frank this month.

Residents’ traffic 
concerns addressed
BY ROSE LONG

Special to The Voice

Multiple cars, population density and 
parking on both sides of narrow residential 
streets make a good recipe for questionable 
pedestrian safety in High Point, but thanks 
to residents’ call for action, improvements 
are already in place in some of the neigh-
borhood’s hot spots.

Work toward a solution began when par-
ents waiting for their children to be dropped 
off by the school bus described their uneasi-
ness about traffic and congestion to Neigh-
borhood House health workers. 

Many were specifically concerned about 
traffic on Southwest Raymond Street off of 
35th Avenue Southwest where the library 
is located. 

Drivers who have difficulty making a 
turn to the arterial become frustrated be-
cause of the high speed and heavy traffic 
on 35th Avenue. Both elderly and young 
pedestrians have expressed concern over 
crossing the street there because the light 
changes too quickly. 

These were just some of the comments 
that residents brought up at a community 

meeting on pedestrian safety hosted by the 
Healthy Homes Project-Community Action 
Team in January.

Neighborhood House brought the resi-
dents’ concerns to the attention of the 
Seattle Department of Transportation and 
requested that parking be restricted on a half 
block of Southwest Raymond Street, where 
there is generally a bottleneck during rush 
hour and other heavy traffic times. 

Residents also asked SDOT to lengthen 
the “walk” light so that slower-paced elder-
ly, young children and disabled pedestrians 
can feel safer crossing the street.

During the latter part of June, the re-
quests were completed. The “walk” light 
was increased from 10 to 14 seconds. 
Parking is now restricted for 80 feet on the 
southeast side of Raymond Street. 

The Department of Transportation also 
put a permanent 60-foot yellow center line 
to clearly delineate the two lanes. 

This is a great example of members of 
the community speaking up and getting  
results. 

Rose Long works as a Community Ac-
tion Team Coordinator for Neighborhood 
House.

High Point management, 
social services have moved
BY CLAIRE MCDANIEL

Seattle Housing Authority

The process of moving has 
been “an adventure,” and they 
are still working out the “bugs 
and the kinks,” especially 
with the telephone system, but 
Laura Lakings-Becvar of The 
Job Connection feels there is a 
huge advantage to having all 
the High Point service provid-
ers in one location.

“It will be a real benefit to 
the people we serve,” she said. 
“They no longer have to go 
from building to building to 
get the services they need.” 

The new service center is 
at 6558 35th Ave. S.W. on 
the corner of Southwest Holly 

High Point maintenance................................206-932-6126
High Point management office.....................206-932-2736
International District Housing Alliance 

Saray Thach, case manager.......................206-331-2741
Cambodian language specialty  

Tien Duong-Le, case manager...................206-331-2465
Vietnamese language specialty 

The Job Connection at High Point................206-937-3292
Neighborhood House 

Aregawi Abiraha, family support worker....206-571-4712
Amharic & Tigrigna language specialty

Hinda Abdi, family support worker.............206-778-6055
Somali language speciality

Long Luu, family support worker................206-571-5080
Vietnamese language speciality

Pheakkdei Neak, family support worker.....206-571-4867
Cambodian language specialty

Neighborhood House Healthy Homes project...206-923-3266
Resident Choices...........................................206-923-1843
SafeFutures Youth Center .............................206-938-9606
Youth Tutoring Center.....................................206-932-4165

High Point service providers phone list
for services located at 6558 35th St. S.W.

PHOTO COURTESY OF SEATTLE HOUSING AUTHORITY

Kari-lynn Frank served as the High Point 
community builder for nearly four years. John Cheatham of Impact Property Management enjoys 

his new office in the High Point community.

PHOTO BY CLAIRE MCDANIEL

Enjoy the Healthy Living Fair
BY VOICE STAFF

Join your neighbors at the Healthy 
Homes and Healthy Living fair on Saturday, 
August 5. 

The event will be a chance to learn more 
about the design and special features of 
High Point. You’ll also be able to enjoy the 
outdoors, watch a healthy snack demonstra-
tion and meet new neighbors.

The fair will begin at noon at the High 
Point branch of the Seattle Public Library, 
with a walking tour of the neighborhood 
led by Neighborhood House Community 
Action Team members. 

Tickets will be distributed for Healthy 

Homes fanny packs as walkers arrive, and 
the fanny packs (full of goodies) will be 
awarded after the walk.

The walking tour will end at 1 p.m. at 
the park by the pond, but that’s when the 
afternoon’s festivities will really begin.

Those gathered will get a sneak peek at 
a walking map of High Point, which will 
provide suggestions for walking in the 
neighborhood, including details about the 
distances between landmarks and informa-
tion on the ecology of the neighborhood.

For more information, call Rose Long at 
206-923-3266 or Mary Castillo at 206-938-
9606, ext. 116.
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Community celebrates 
park grand opening

Rainier Vista residents to 
help create art for park

PHOTO BY MIKE MOORE

Revellers enjoy a hot day, picnic and play during the dedication of the new Rainier 
Vista Park.

Community notes

BY KARI SHERRODD

Seattle Housing Authority

Laughter from kids playing in the new 
Rainier Vista Park was a welcome sound at 
the park’s dedication and picnic last month. 
More than 175 Seattle Housing Authority 
residents, supporters and volunteers who 
helped build the park came to the event.

“What a pleasure it is to see this park full 
of life,” said Tom Tierney, Seattle Housing 
Authority executive director. “This park 
will be a treasure over time to help sustain 
and nurture the community that is being 
built at Rainier Vista.” 

Financing to complete the park was not 
available in the Rainier Vista redevelop-
ment budget, so more than 150 volunteers 
and businesses from the community con-
tributed their time and expertise to make 
the park a usable open space for residents 
to enjoy.  

“Nothing of this scale ever happens 
through the efforts of one individual or 
organization,” said Mark Okazaki, Neigh-
borhood House executive director. “It really 
is about a group, like the Rainier Vista com-
munity and the (park) sponsors.”

Volunteers from CityYear, Young He-
roes, Neighborhood House, SvR Design 
and Seattle Housing Authority helped build 
the park. On various weekends throughout 
May and June the volunteers spread more 
than 70 cubic yards of topsoil and 10 cubic 
yards of bark and planted more than 300 
plants and trees. 

“Volunteering at the park was more fun 
than staying at home or watching TV,” 
said Lastosha Evans, a young Rainier Vista 
resident who is involved in the Young He-
roes program. “Volunteering helps us learn 

more, get out of the house, help people and 
stay out of trouble.”

Her sister Latisha, agreed.
“Helping build the park was a lot of 

fun,” she said. Latisha also had the honor of 
naming the park, as she suggested Rainier 
Vista Park, the winning name, when the 
community was asked to submit ideas.

CityYear Corps members, Javier Casio, 
Jessica Silye and Rianna Berkowitz said 
they were impressed with how well the park 
now looks. The last time they saw it they 
were still planting trees and laying sod.

“It’s great to see all of the kids using the 
park,” said Silye. “I want to come and play 
in the park too.”

Materials for the park and the volunteer 
work parties were generously donated by 
Fusionpartners, Impact Property Services, 
Plantscapes, Lowes Hardware, Tullys, 
Krispy Kreme, QFC, P-Patch Foundation, 
Stewart Lumber, Starbucks and Seattle 
Parks and Recreation.

Safeco and Starbucks awarded $27,500 
to purchase playground equipment and 
materials for the park. 

The park development was managed by 
Sibyl Glasby from the Seattle Housing Au-
thority and Brenna Casey, an AmeriCorps 
volunteer with Neighborhood House. 

“Their hard work and dedication helped 
make the completion of Rainier Vista Park 
a reality,” Okazaki said.

The park is a central meeting place for 
the neighbors, their families and the ex-
tended community. Kids of all ages have 
been using it since a part of it was opened 
in early June. 

“Seeing the kids enjoy the park is the 
greatest joy,” said Rainier Vista resident 
Akbar Meah.

BY KARI SHERRODD

Seattle Housing Authority

Thanks to a $3,200 grant 
award from The Black Rock Arts 
Foundation, the community will 
soon have an interactive public 
art piece in Rainier Vista Park. 

Exactly what the art piece will 
be is still in question, but the 
community will have a leading 
role in deciding. 

“The Black Rock Arts Foun-
dation’s mandate is to work with 
artists and their communities to 
create and display works of art 
that inspire civic participation 
and bring about social change,” 
said Leslie Pritchett, the foun-
dation’s executive director. “We 
are very pleased to have the 
opportunity to help place works 
that engage people with their 
public spaces in new ways, that 
engender conversation and that 
encourage people to reconsider 
the role that public art can play 
in building community.”

A survey to help determine 
what would engage the Rainier 
Vista community was distributed to resi-
dents last month. 

Survey results showed that residents 
would like art work that incorporated some 
type of fountain or other water feature, a 
night-time illuminated sculpture or a mural. 
The survey showed that residents would 
also like art work that uses recycled materi-
als or artifacts and for the community to be 
involved in its creation.

Artists, residents and Seattle Housing 
Authority employees discussed the survey 
results and will incorporate them into mak-
ing a final decision for the project. 

One idea that was discussed by the group 
was to create a passive water art piece that 
would integrate rainwater in the design. 
Other projects like this have used rainwater 
run-off to irrigate a nearby garden. This 
could be more cost-effective and interactive 
than a fountain or other type of mechanical 
water feature.

Another idea that sparked interest among 

the group was incorporating personal arti-
facts from community members, such as 
a favorite plush toy, a movie ticket stub 
or a newspaper article. All of these items 
would then be placed in the art piece and 
become what is known as “living history” 
in the art.  

Seattle Housing Authority has placed an 
emphasis on incorporating art work into its 
redeveloped neighborhoods. 

Art work creates bridges between people 
who view it, those who create it and people 
in the surrounding communities. It also cre-
ates bridges between cultures, generations 
and income levels. 

“Artwork that is created by people in the 
neighborhood creates ownership not only of 
the art work, but of the community itself,” 
said Sibyl Glasby, SHA developer/project 
manager. 

For more information about the project, 
contact Kay Morrison at kay@staticfactory.
org or kay@ignitionnw.org.

PHOTO BY MIKE MOORE

Community members work with The Black Rock Arts 
Foundation to make mosaic stepping stones at the 
Rainier Vista Park dedication.

Accident closes community room

PHOTO BY JON WHALEN

A new driver crashed through the glass window and drove into the Neighborhood 
House Rainier Vista Center community room last month. No one was hurt, but the 
meeting room will be closed until repairs are finished, said NH Facilities Manager 
Steve Barham, shown here assessing the scene just after the accident.

Correction
Due to reporting errors, some 

names were listed incorrectly in the 
story “Students graduate from tech-
nology class,” which ran in the July is-
sue of The Voice.

One of the speakers at the event, 
and the current president of the Ethio-
pian Community Mutual Association 
is Alemishet Wolde, not Kalkidan 
Shimelese. Also the associate of Ethio 
Techno Mobile Multimedia Project Di-

rector Assaye Abunie who was quoted 
in the article is Solomon Woldeyes, not 
Solome Wubishet.

Our apologies for the mistakes.
The Voice strives to provide accurate 

information and all mistakes brought 
to our attention will be corrected at the 
first possible opportunity.

If you’d like to correct a factual error, 
please contact Editor Stacy Schwandt 
at 206-461-8430, ext. 227 or by e-
mail at stacys@nhwa.org.



6 – SHA NEWS AUGUST 2006

NEWS ABOUT THE NEWHOLLY COMMUNITY

Community notes

NEWHOLLY NOTESNEWHOLLY NOTESNEWHOLLY NOTES

THE VOICE

UPS store opens at 
Othello Station
BY KARI SHERRODD

Seattle Housing Authority

Shipping, packaging and other business 
services are now available at the UPS Store 
in the Othello Building, 3815 S. Othello St. 
The store, which opened at the end of last 
month, is the 90th UPS Store in Western 
Washington.

Teferi Geberetsadik and Abiy Tsega, 
co-owners of the new store, are looking 
forward to being a part of the Othello Sta-
tion business community.

“We want to serve the community,” said 
Geberetsadik, who has lived in the area in 
the past and has friends and family mem-
bers who currently live in the area.

The store will not only serve the New-
Holly community, but the extended com-
munity as well. Once Sound Transit’s LINK 
Light Rail becomes operational, the new 
store will be very convenient for many 
people to visit, Geberetsadik said. 

The store is just two blocks away from 
one of the future LINK Light Rail Sta-
tions. 

The UPS Store and Mail Boxes Etc, 
a UPS company, together include more 
than 5,600 independently-owned locations 
around the world, providing convenient 
business services. They are also the world’s 
largest franchisor of retail shipping, postal 
and business service centers. 

The Othello Building opened in fall 
2005. The first floor of the Othello Build-
ing is also home to the NewHolly manage-
ment office, recently relocated from the 
NewHolly Neighborhood Campus. 

The Holly Park Medical and Dental 
Clinic opened on the second floor of the 
Othello Building at the beginning of 2005 
and includes 12 exam rooms and six dental 
operatories. 

The third and fourth floors of the building 
include 24 low-income rental housing units 
managed by the Seattle Housing Authority.

Play captures life of 
NewHolly immigrants

PHOTO BY CLAIRE MCDANIEL

From left: Lisa Guerricabeitia as Miranda, Emily 
Chisholm as Ariel, John Taylor as Caliban with the white 
sock puppet as Prospero in “The Tempest at NewHolly.”

BY CLAIRE MCDANIEL

Seattle Housing Authority

The audience sat on the 
cool grass under young 
trees to get out of the July 
sun and on benches and 
folding chairs in neat rows 
eagerly anticipating the 
culmination of almost a 
year and a half of work. 

Deus X Machina, a “the-
ater ensemble working to 
create performances with 
and about overlooked and 
marginalized communi-
ties in Washington State,” 
began working with the 
NewHolly community in 
March 2005. 

Their production of “The 
Tempest at NewHolly” on 
the NewHolly campus 
marked the finale of the ensemble members’ 
time in the community.

During the development of the play, they 
interviewed residents, attended community 
gatherings and even hosted a lasagna party 
where they heard stories about immigration 
and families and the clear desire to make the 
community of NewHolly thrive. 

“The Tempest at NewHolly” was in-
spired by those stories.

Written by Andrea Allen, based on inter-
views with the residents of NewHolly and 
the play by William Shakespeare, this in-
novative modern-language adaptation about 
refugees marooned on a strange island was 
“reimagined” with the island relocated to 
the NewHolly housing development in 
South Seattle. 

Shakespeare’s play deals with politi-
cal intrigue and romance, relationships 
between parents and children and what 
it means to build a community. This new 
version weaves in modern stories of im-
migration and family.

The cast for the production was a blend-
ing of professional performers and vol-
unteers from the NewHolly community. 
Out of the cast of 20, 16 were locals who 
showed up at auditions, the rest were fringe 
theater veterans, said Allen, the DXM play-
wright and Director of Education at Seattle 
Repertory Theatre.

“NewHolly really is an amazing mix of 

people. Some are literally refugees from 
places like Eritrea and Ethiopia. You have 
Muslims, Buddhists and Christians,” she 
said. “The young people try hard to adjust 
to American life. Some of the older genera-
tion hopes to eventually go back to where 
they came from.” 

The director of the play, Jack Bentz, 
is the founding artistic director of DXM 
and a Jesuit priest who includes commu-
nity-building through theater as part of his 
concept of ministry. 

The rehearsals and the play itself were 
performed outdoors. 

“You have people wandering by and 
watching the actors — women from So-
malia in full burkhas, teenagers in regular 
American clothes, every imaginable sort of 
person,” Bentz said, pointing out that the 
audience isn’t a bunch of strangers who 
happen to like plays. 

“The production is a real community 
celebration and achievement,” he said.

As the play came to a close, there was 
a hardy round of applause, cheers and 
whistles in appreciation of the effort. The 
NewHolly community had taken a piece of 
traditional theater and made it their own.

For more information about Deus X 
Machina, visit their Web site at http://www.
dxmtheater.org.

Material from the Seattle Post-Intel-
ligencer was used in this report.

Vietnamese youth connect 
to culture, academic success
Classes move to NewHolly in response to demand
BY STACY SCHWANDT

Voice editor

As the  sun  b lazed 
outside, students in the 
Vietnamese Friendship 
Association’s summer 
program were thinking 
about staying cool at their 
upcoming car wash.

In a nearby classroom, 
younger children imag-
ined sitting on the moon 
under a shady tree, just 
like the hero of the folk 
tale their teacher had just 
read to them.

Their classes are part 
of the Vietnamese Friend-

PHOTO BY STACY SCHWANDT

Teacher Chau Bui helps students illustrate a Vietnamese 
folk tale about the moon, which she read aloud to them at 
the beginning of class.

ship Association’s summer program, which 
aims to help Vietnamese youth build leader-
ship and academic skills in an atmosphere 
that promotes their cultural heritage.

“The more connected they are to their 
community and to their culture and lan-
guage, the more they will succeed in life 
and education,” said Thanh Pham, one of 
the summer program teachers. “I see that 
happening every day.”

The VFA also sponsors a Vietnamese 
language and culture class at Aki Kurose 
Middle School on Saturdays year round, 
which is attended by nearly 200 students. 

In addition to planning car washes for 
charity, those in the summer program work 
on their writing skills to prepare for the 
Washington Assessment of Student Learn-
ing, a statewide standardized test. 

Perhaps surprisingly, 12-year-old Hang 
Tran said she doesn’t mind doing the 
work.

“It’s kind of boring, but I know why 
we’re here,” she said. “It’s something to 
do in the summer. People usually don’t do 
anything so they get dumber and stuff.”

The VFA program moved into class-
rooms in the Campus Learners building at 
NewHolly this summer because of the large 
number of families who live in the area. 

There is a small tuition requirement 
for the course, which meets three days a 
week. 

“Our mission is to build a bridge between 
the public schools and the community,” 
said Kim Long Nguyen, the director of 
the VFA.

He said he meets regularly with the 
parents to answer any questions they have 
about their children’s education. The Viet-
namese Friendship Association also offers 
the families access to computers at its office 
at 4714 Rainier Ave. S., Suite 108.

Fifteen-year-old Jimmy Nguyen said he 
is enjoying the summer program, particu-
larly the independence the teachers gave 
him and his classmates to make decisions 
about their car wash and other projects.

But his favorite part of the class was 
something a little more basic.

“You get to meet a lot of different peo-
ple,” he said.

Save the date for Family Fun Fest
Family Fun Fest will take place on 

Saturday, September 16 from 11 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. on the NewHolly campus.

The event will include youth, adult 
and family games, barbecue, a cultural 
performance stage, campus and com-
munity resources and a jumpy slide!

Adult volunteers are needed for the 
day of the event.

Community planning meetings will 
take place on Aug. 9 and Aug. 17 from 
6 to 7 p.m. in the campus living room. 
Join your neighbors to help with orga-
nizing and sign-making.

Performers are invited to register now. 
For more information, contact Joy Bryn-
gelson at 206-723-1725 or by e-mail at 
jbryngelson@seattlehousing.org.

Summer fun for everyone
Come one, come all! Join in the fun at 

John C. Little Sr. Park and the NewHolly 
Gathering Hall.

On Aug. 4 a movie will be shown in 
the Gathering Hall from 4 to 6 p.m. 

August 11 brings a three-on-three 
basketball tournament and barbecue at 
the park from 2 to 5 p.m. August 17 is 
“water day,” so come and splish splash 
with your friends from 2:30 to 5 p.m.

Bring your helmet, elbow and knee 
pads and join in the roller skate fair at 
the park on Aug. 25 from 3 to 5 p.m.

Finally, a volleyball tournament will 
take place in the park on Aug. 31 from 4 
to 6 p.m. Bring your knee pads!

All events are sponsored by the Se-
attle Parks and Recreation department.
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Public meeting scheduled 
on environmental clean-up

GRAPHIC COURTESY OF SEATTLE HOUSING AUTHORITY

BY PAUL FITZGERALD

Seattle Housing Authority

Seattle Housing Authority and the King 
County Brownfields Program will hold 
a public meeting on Aug. 24 at 6 p.m. in 
Schaefer Auditorium at Seattle University, 
901 12th Ave., to discuss plans for cleaning 
the property at 109 and 111 12th Ave., be-
tween East Yesler Way and East Fir Street. 

Plans to investigate conditions on 113-
117 12th Ave. will also be presented. 

A dry cleaning business operated on this 
site for more than 60 years and is suspected 
to be the source of contamination affecting 
109 and 111 12th Ave.

The Housing Authority purchased land 
at 109 and 111 12th Ave. and discovered 
through environmental testing that the 
property is contaminated with petroleum 
products and chemicals used by dry clean-

ers. The U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency awarded SHA a Brownfields Grant 
of $96,000 to help pay for cleaning the 
property.

The Housing Authority is also in the 
process of acquiring the property at 113-
117 12th Ave. and is interested in develop-
ing a clean-up plan that encompasses the 
source of pollution as well as the properties 
impacted by it. The King County Brown-
fields Program will fund the assessment 
of this site.

Representatives of SHA, King County 
and the environmental consultant will be 
present at the public meeting to provide 
information and answer questions.

For more information, contact Paul 
Fitzgerald, SHA development program 
manager, at 206-615-3551 or Lucy Auster 
from the King County Brownfields Program 
at 206-296-8476.

A meeting will be held on Aug. 24 to discuss the environmental clean-up of the 
properties shown above.

Notes from the manager
BY JUDI CARTER

Senior Property Manager

There is only one month left of summer, 
and I know that many of the youth and chil-
dren in the community are bored. 

Some of them have been out late at night 
getting into things that they should not. 

I am still receiving complaints about 
fireworks, and I have been receiving com-
plaints about youth prowling cars and run-
ning from police officers when they walk 
through the community late at night. 

I have received complaints about chil-
dren as young as 7 years of age throwing 
rocks at cars or being outside in the early 
morning hours, as late as one or two in the 
morning. 

It is very important that you know what 
your children are doing, especially late 
at night or when you are not at home to 
watch them. 

If they do something that is dangerous or 
harmful to other residents, or illegal, your 
lease may be terminated. 

Please protect your children, your neigh-
bors and your home. Know where your 

children are and what they are doing.
It gets dark pretty late these days, and 

when the street lights are not working, or 
turn themselves off and on, it is not very 
easy to see where you are going late at 
night. 

Seattle Housing Authority staff mem-
bers are not in the community late at night 
to see which street lights are not working 
properly. 

Broken street light fixtures and blinking 
or dim street lights need to be replaced. 

If you notice a malfunctioning street 
light, get the pole number from the pole 
and the closest address. Call the city’s 
street light repair number at 206-684-7056 
and report it. 

If you have Internet access, you could 
also report it online at http://www.seattle.
gov/light/streetlight/. 

Also, if you see a security light on the 
side of your building or a neighbors’ which 
is either blinking or out at night, please 
phone the management office to report it. 
That phone number is 206-223-3758. 

Good lighting at night makes us all 
safer.

Feeling safe at home 
Editors note: This is the first in an occasional 
series of health-related articles written 
by nurses who work in Seattle Housing 
Authority communities.

BY WENDY GALLIART 
Special to The Voice

Immigrating to this country can be a 
challenge and may present many difficul-
ties. Therefore it is very important for those 
who are new to U.S. and American culture  
to feel safe within their community and 
their home. 

It is also important for new immigrants 
to know that the United States has laws 
to protect people from abuse within the 
family, also called domestic violence, and 
these laws apply to you even if you are not 
a citizen. 

Domestic violence is, according to the 
community agency New Beginnings, a pat-
tern of assaultive and coercive behaviors, 
including physical, sexual, and psychologi-
cal attacks that adults or adolescents use 
against their intimate partners to gain power 
and control. 

Domestic violence occurs in all types of 
families and unfortunately it can sometimes 
increase or begin when a family immigrates 
to this country. 

Abuse can be physical (hitting, kicking, 
punching), but it can also be emotional 
(such as name-calling, embarrassing some-
one in front of others, telling lies, blaming 
someone for one’s own bad behavior) or 
economic (controlling all money, forcing 
someone to work illegally, not letting some-
one get job training or learn English).

Abuse can also be sexual in nature 
(forcing someone to have sex or accus-
ing someone of sleeping with others), 
coercive (saying someone cannot stay in 
this country or that their children will get 
taken away or that they will be deported), 
or isolation-based (not allowing someone 
to have contact with friends and family, 
controlling someone’s schedule, reading 
someone’s mail or listening to someone’s 

phone calls). 
There are many things that make it dif-

ficult for a woman who is an immigrant 
or refugee to find help with a domestic 
violence situation. Sometimes it can be 
difficult to find someone who speaks your 
language and it can be hard to learn about 
American laws or resources. 

As an immigrant, you do have rights.
These rights include the right to live 

without fear and violence in your home, 
the right to have your abuser prosecuted 
and the right to prompt medical attention 
if someone hurts you.

You also have rights to protection and 
custody orders, the right to keep your im-
migration status private when discussing 
domestic violence with the police and the 
right to an attorney before speaking with 
anyone who officially deals with your im-
migration to this country.

You also have the right to petition for 
your own citizenship or visa without an 
abusive partner knowing. 

It is important to keep in mind that it may 
be a good idea to talk to a lawyer before 
talking to immigration officials. 

If you cannot afford a lawyer, there 
are people who can help you find one at 
Catholic Community Services. Call 206- 
328-5696 for more information. 

No one deserves to be abused, but 
making changes in your life can be very 
difficult. It is important for you to know 
that there is legal assistance and support 
for you if you are being mistreated within 
your home. 

Refugee Women’s Alliance is an excel-
lent resource for immigrant women who 
are in abusive relationships. You can call 
206-721-0243 for yourself, a friend, or a 
loved one. 

The National Domestic Violence Hot-
line, 1-800-799-SAFE, also has staff mem-
bers who speak many languages. 

Wendy Galliart graduated from the 
nursing program at Seattle University this 
spring. She spent a quarter working with 
residents of Rainier Vista.  

BY VOICE STAFF

 With changes in social services at Yesler 
Terrace on the horizon, those present at 
the Yesler Terrace Community Council 
meeting last month discussed the services 
they value and the possibility of creating 
a directory of resources that are available 
outside the neighborhood. 

The topics were chosen partly in re-
sponse to a recent announcement by the 
Seattle Housing Authority that it will fund 
crime prevention services in Yesler Terrace 
only through December. 

SHA Community Services Administra-
tor John Forsyth explained that a federal 
Department of Housing and Urban Devel-
opment grant program that once helped 
fund those services has been cut from the 
department’s budget. 

“We had a lot more money (in the past) 
because there was more money to apply 
for,” he said. “SHA and other housing 
authorities across the country have  asked 
Congress not to make further cuts and this 
council has been very active in working 

with local and national politicians. I would 
encourage you to continue to speak out on 
those issues that you care about.”

Funding challenges also recently forced 
Neighborhood House to scale back senior 
services in Yesler Terrace, but NH Family 
and Social Services Manager Nathan Buck 
told those gathered that the agency is apply-
ing for a new grant that could once again 
expand programs for Yesler seniors.

In groups formed according to lan-
guage, Yesler Terrace residents discussed 
their social service priorities. Everything 
from youth tutoring programs to English 
as a Second Language classes were pin-
pointed.

One Somali mother suggested that her 
daughter would benefit from a special hour 
at the Yesler Terrace Community Center 
gym where Muslim girls could play without 
the presence of boys. Plans were made to 
contact Community Center staff. 

The idea of creating a resource directory 
of useful services outside Yesler Terrace 
was also discussed.
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የሴክሽን 8 ሎተሪ አዲስ 
የመቆያ ዝርዝር አወጣ

የሲያትል የመኖሪያ ቤቶች 
ባለስልጣን በሲክሽን 8 የመቆያ ዝርዝር 
ውስጥ በቮቸር ፕሮግራም የነበረውን 
ለሁለት ሳምንት ያህል ለምዝገባ ክፍት 
ካደረገ በኋላ በግንቦት ወር መጨረሻ ላይ 
አቆሟል፡፡ በዚህም ጌዜ ውስጥ ለ4000 
ለሚገኘው ቦታ ወደ 5,949 የቤተሰቦች 
ፍርሞች የደረሱን ሲሆን ይህም 
የሚሆነው በዕጣ ነው፡፡

የሲያትል የመኖሪያ ቤቶች 
ዳሬክተርና የኪራይ ቤቶች እረዳት 
የሆነችው ሊሳ ሲፖሎን ዋልተርስ 
እንደጠቀሰችው “ተፈርሞ የተመለሰው 
ፎርም በሃምሳ ፐርሰንት አሁን ካለው 
ቦታ ይበልጥ ቁጥሩ ጨምሯል፡፡ ይህም 
የሚያሳየው ምን ያህል ብዛት ያለው 
የቤት ፈላጊ እንዳለ ነው ብላለች፡፡” 
የተሰጠውን የቮቸር ፕሮግራም ለአዲስ 
የሲያትል ኗሪዎች ቀኑን ማራዘማችን 
ደስ የሚያሰኝ ሲሆን በዛውም አንፃር  
ሁሉንም እርዳታ የሚፈልጉትን 
ማገልገል ግን አንችልም ብላለች፡፡

የሲክሽን 8 ቮቸር በዝቅተኛ ገቢ 
የሚኖሩትን ሰዎች በሲያትል በግል 
መኖሪያ ቤቶች ተከራይተው እንዲኖሩ 
ይረዳል፡፡ የመኖሪያ ቤቶች ባለስልጣን 
ኗሪዎች በየአቅማቸው የሚከፍሉትንና 
የቤቱ በለቤት የሜያስከፍለውን የኪራይ 
ልዩነት ይከፍላል፡፡ ከ 7 ሽህ የበለጡ 
የሲያትል ኗሪዎች ይህን የቮቸር አሰራር 
በመጠቀም ላይ ይገኛሉ፡፡ 

የመኖሪያ ቤቶች ባለስልጣን በቅርቡ 
የቮቸር አጠቃቀምን ለሚጠቀሙና 
በአዲሱ የመቆያ ዝርዝር ውስጥ ላሉት 
ለመስጠት ይጀምራል፡፡ ይህም በ2003 

Qaybta 8aad ee bakhtiyaa 
nasiibka liiska cusub ee sugidda

Laba toddobaad kaddib waqtiga 
furan, Maamulka Guryaha Seattle liiska 
sugidda ee Qaybta 8aad mashruuceeda 
waxaa la xiray dhammaadka Meey. Intii 
waqtigaas socday, 5,949 qoys ayaa loo 
diray araaji, si laysugu dayo mashruucaan 
liiska sufidda taas oo loo abuuray 
bakhtiyaa nasiib 4,000 qoys.

Lisa Cipollone-Wolters, maamulah 
SHA qaybta dadka matala iyo 
mucaawimidda guryaha kurada waxay 
ogaatay in tirade isa soo qoray  waxay 
ka bateen liiska sugidda loogu tala galay 
boqolkiiba konton dadka doonaya guryo 
macquul ah ee magaalada. 

“Waan ku faraxsannahay, waxaan 
awoodnay inaan gaarsiino Foojarka 
dadka cusub ee deegaanka Seattle, laakin 
waxaa nasiib darro ah inaan dhammaan 
u adeegi waynay dadka mucaawimada 
rabay oo dhan”sidaas ayey tiri. 

Foojarrada qaybta 8aad wuxuu 
caawimaa dadka dakhligoodu yar yahay 
si ay u jiraystaan guryaha caadiga ah 
meel kasta oo Seattle ah. Maamulka 
Guryaha wuxuu bixinayaa inta dhiman 
ee kirada guriga iyo waxa qoyska ii bixin 
karo. In ka badan 7,000 qoysaska Seattle 
waxay isticmaalaan foojarkaan.

Maamulka Guryaha wuxuu bilaabi 
doonaa inuu bixiyo foojarro dadka ku 
jira liiska cusub ee sugidda , sida dadkii 
hore ee liska sugidda ugu jiray  liiskaas 
oo la xieay 2003, oo la agaasimay. Kuwii 
loogu tala galay bakhtiyaa nasiibka 
lambarro, waxaa loo xisaabayaa bilo ma 
aha sannado dadka tirade badan ah waxay 
sugi karaan saddex sano.

\Section 8 lottery yields new waiting list

ስክሽን 8 ሎተሪ ሓዲስ ናይ ገዛ 
ተጸበይቲ ዝርዝር ይኸፍት።

ንክልተ ሰሙን ድሕሪ ምኽፋት ናይ 
ሲያትል ሃውሲንግ ናይ ገዛ ተጸበይቲ 
ናይ ሰክሽን 8 ፕሮግራም ኣብ መጨረሻ 
ወርሒ መይ ተዓጽዩ።ኣብቲ ግዜ እቲ 
5,949 ስድራቤታት ፎርም መሊኦም 
ሊኾም ካብቶም ውሽጢ 4,000 ቦታ 
ናይቲ ፕሮግራም ዝርዝር ሎተሪ 
ንኽዕወቱ።

ሊሳ ቺፕሎኒ ዎልተርስ ናይ 
ስያትል ሃውሲንግ ዲረክተር ሃውሲን 
እድቮካሲ ኤንድ ረንታል እቲ ዝቕረብ 
ናይ መመልከቲ ፎርም ካብቲ ዘሎ 
ክፉት ቦታ ንላዕሊ ክምዝቐረበ ትሕብር 
ብ50% እዚ ድማ ኣብ ስያትል ከተማ 
ብተመጣጣኒ ዋጋ ዝካረ ገዛውቲ 
ክምዘድሊ ይሕብር ትብል ብተወሳኺ።

እዚ ናይ ሰክሽን 8 ቫውቸር ናብ 
ሓድስቲ ተቐማጦ ስያትል ከንባጽሖ 
ዕድል ብምርካብና ድማ ሕጉሳት ኢና 
ትብል ሊሳ።

ናይ ሰክሽን 8 ቫውቸር ብትሑት 
እቶት ንዝናበሩ ስድራቤታት ናይ ግሊ 
ገዛውቲ  ኣብ ስያትል ንኽካረዩ ይሕግዝ 
ስያትል ሃውሲንግ እቲ ተርፍ ኣብ ዋጋ 
ክራይን ዋና ግዛን ዝሎ መሊኡ ይኸፍል 
ካብ 7,000 ስድራቤታት ኣብ ስያትል 
ንዚ ቫውጨርስ ይጥቀሙ።

ስያትል ሃውሲንግ ኣውቶሪቲ 
ንቶም ኣመልኪቶም ኣብ ምጽባይ 
ዘለዉ ቫውቸርስ ምዕዳል ክጅምር እዩ 
ኣብቲ ናይ ቅድም ሊስታ ንዝተመዝገቡ 
ብ2003 ዝተዓጽወ ንቶም ሓሓሊፎም 
ዝተመዘዘኡ ናይ ሎተሪ ቁጽርታተ 
ብዓመታት ዘይኮነ ብእዋርሕ እዩ 
ክፍጸም። እቶም ብዙሕ ቁጽሪ ዘለዎም 
ሰባት ክሳብ ሰልስተ ዓመት ዝኣክል 
ክጽበዩ ይኽእሉ ይኾኑ።

Section 8 lottery 
yields new waiting list

Cuộc Ghi Tên Rút Thăm 
Chương Trình Section 8 
Tạo Ra Môt Danh Sách 
Chờ Đợi Mới

Sau thời gian 2 tuần lễ mở 
rộng cho cuộc ghi tên để rút thăm 
, thì cơ quan Cấp Phát Gia Cư -
Seattle Housing Authority đã đóng 
lại Chương Trình Section 8 vào 
cuối tháng Năm. Trong khỏan thời 
gian đó, có 5949 hộ đã gửi các 
mẫu đơn đến để cố gắng đạt được 
một trong số 4000 chô trong danh 
sách chờ đợi mới,  danh sách này 
được tạo ra bởi cuộc rút thăm ngẫu 
nhiên.

Cô Lisa Cipollone-Wolters, 
giám đốc chương trình trợ giúp 
gia cư của cơ quan SHA đã nói lên 
rằng con số đơn nộp nhiều hơn 50 
phần trăm số chỗ có được trong 
danh sách chờ đợi- là một điều nói 
lên nhu cầu cần nhà ở của người 
dân trong thành phố.

Cô đã nối:“Chúng tôi vui 
mừng khi có thể nới rộng chương 
trình cấp phát tín chỉ (chương trình 
Nhà Section 8) đến cho những cư 
dân mới trong thành phố Seattle, 
nhưng đều rất tiếc là chúng tôi 
không thể phục vụ tất cà mọi 
người đang cần sự giúp đở”.

Chưong trình Section 8 giúp 
cho người dân có lợi tức thấp được 
thuê mướn nhà tư trong bất cứ nơi 
đâu thuộc thành phố Seattle. Cơ 
quan cấp phát gia cư SHA giúp trả 
cho chủ nhà số tiền chênh lệch còn 
lại sau khi người cư dân trả phần 
tiền theo khả năng (qui định) của 
họ. Có hơn 7000 ngàn hộ đang 
dùng tín chỉ này.

Cơ quan cấp phát gia cư SHA 
sẽ cung ứng các tính chủ cho 
những hộ trong danh sách mới này 
sau khi đã phục vụ xong số hộ còn 
lại trong danh sách cũ –đã được 
đóng hồi năm 2003. Đối với các 
hộ được liệt vào sô thứ tự rút thăm 
kém ưu tiên, thì việc chờ đợi có 
thể từ nhiều tháng hay nhiều năm. 
Đối với các hộ có ưu tiên, thì việc 
chờ đợi có thể kéo dài cả 3 năm. 

ዓም ተመዝግበው የነበሩት ቤተሰቦች 
ከደረሳቸው በኋላ ይሆናል፡፡ በአሁኑ 
ሰዓት በዝቅተኛ ሎተሪ ቁጥር ውስጥ 
የተመደቡት የመቆያ ጊዜያቸው በወር 
ወይም በዓመት ይለካል፡፡ በትልቅ ቁጥር 
ለሚገኙት ሰዎች ደግሞ የመቆያ ጊዜው 
እስከ ሶስት ዓመት ይደርሳል፡፡


