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Cultural celebration 
attracts young and old

BY CLAIRE MCDANIEL

Seattle Housing Authority

Tucked away in a corner of the Center 
House at Seattle Center last month was 
a small, unadorned stage waiting for the 
colorfully-dressed young Cambodian boys 
and girls who would soon be performing 
traditional dances of their culture. 

By noon the seats at this free and open 
event were full of a diverse group of people 
in a wide-range of ages and ethnic groups. 
Some had an appointment to be there. Some 
were out on a sunny, summer day and de-
cided to watch out of curiosity. 

They were there with their digital and 
video cameras to capture the traditional 
Khmer dance performances that depicted 
the beauty and color of butterf lies, the 
life-giving value of the coconut, expres-
sions of gratitude to ancestors and other 
representations of Cambodian life, culture 
and natural beauty. 

They were all there to take part in the 
Cambodian Cultural Celebration, which is 
part of Seattle Center’s Festal series. Festal 
is a year-long series of world cultural events 
that honors the richness and diversity of the 
Puget Sound region. 

The celebration also included exhibits 
of Cambodian arts, crafts and textiles. 
Tables were set up with displays of tradi-

tional instruments such as xylophones and 
drums and elaborately-detailed traditional 
costumes, along with useful information 
on recycling and health care. Language 
lessons and fashion shows, including 
traditional wedding fashions, rounded out 
the program.

“This is the third year the celebration 
has been at Seattle Center,” said Ammara 
Hun, co-chair of the Cambodian Women’s 
Association. “Every year the number of 
people (in attendance) increases.”

Many in the audience were drawn to the 
event by the featured performer, Prach Ly, 
one of Cambodia’s first rap stars.

“Ly has emerged as a hip-hop hero to 
the Cambodian community and is using his 
raps to teach first-generation Cambodians 
about history their parents might not have 
shared,” said Lyvan Sawn, the chairman of 
the Cambodian Cultural Heritage group. 

A refugee as a child, Prach now makes 
his home in Long Beach, Calif. He is work-
ing on his second CD called “Memoirs of 
an Invisible War,” along with a film docu-
mentary and a Broadway play. 

He has been featured on television 
and in magazines such as Newsweek, 
Time and Voices of America. His music 
reflects his people’s struggle and his at-
tempts to bridge the generations with 

Please see “Culture” on page 2
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The Coconut Dance, pictured here, represents the value placed on the coconut as an 
essential part of Cambodian life.

Action on federal housing 
budget postponed until 
after November elections
Rising utility costs threatens budget pinch for 
housing authorities
SEATTLE HOUSING AUTHORITY

Members of Congress slipped out of 
town last month without passing the fiscal 
year 2007 budget for the Department of 
Housing and Urban Development.

The HUD budget funds many Seattle 
Housing Authority and King County Hous-
ing Authority programs. 

Furthermore, appropriations talks have 
been complicated by the fact that rising 
utility costs are likely to cause increased 
shortfalls in housing authority funding for 
the current fiscal year.
Rising utility costs cause shortfall

Public housing agencies across the 
country are urging Congress to fix imme-
diate budget shortfalls that are occurring 
because HUD did not react to projections 
released in late 2005 that showed this year’s 
utility costs were likely to skyrocket.

Housing authorities, including SHA and 
KCHA, have been running on only 92 per-
cent of what HUD itself estimated they’d 
need to cover the costs of utilities. 

Federal HUD officials are now saying 
that housing authorities can expect only 85 
percent of what they need — retroactive to 
the first of the year.

That’s because when HUD officials re-
alized in the fall of 2005 that utility costs 
were going to eat up an additional $200 
million from the public housing allocation, 
they did not ask for additional funding. 

In June, it became clear that the shortfall 
would be closer to $300 million.

When utility costs soar, HUD has fewer 
dollars to distribute to housing authorities 
for operating subsidies. As a result, even  
housing authorities that are not experienc-
ing utility hikes are being hurt.  

Seattle Housing Authority budget ana-
lysts predict that for every one percent drop 
in operating subsidy, SHA will experience 
an additional $150,000 shortfall compared 
to what was expected.

Public housing industry groups and resi-
dent advocates are now calling on Congress 
to approve an emergency $300 million in 
supplemental funds for fiscal year 2006, 
to approve an additional $300 million in 

operating funds for fiscal year 2007 to 
help meet utility costs and, at a minimum, 
to adopt the provisions of the Senate Ap-
propriations bill described below. 
Appropriations still not resolved

The House of Representatives approved 
its version of the fiscal year 2007 HUD 
budget in June. 

The Senate Appropriations Committee 
has considered the bill, but is unlikely to 
send it to the full Senate until after the 
November election, when Congress is ex-
pected to meet in a lame-duck session. 

Then, the two bills will have to be recon-
ciled in a joint House-Senate committee. 

The House of Representatives proposes 
to fund HUD at $35.3 billion, $1.2 billion 
above the President’s request and $1.7 bil-
lion above last year. The Senate committee 
approved a larger sum, at $36 billion.

The House’s budget calls for the public 
housing capital fund to be increased by 
$30 million. The Bush Administration had 
recommended capping the fund at $2.178 
billion, a 10.7 percent reduction from fiscal 
year 2006.

The House has approved $3.56 billion 
for the federal share of public housing au-
thorities’ operating expenses. This amount 
is the same as both the amount enacted in 
fiscal year 2006 and the number suggested 
in the administration’s request.

The House also funded the Tenant-
Based Rental Assistance Program (Section 
8) at $15.9 billion, $458 million over last 
year and $44 million below the President’s 
budget request. 

The cost of this program alone is over 
45 percent of HUD’s total budget.

The administration had proposed to 
cut total HUD funding in FY 2007 by 3.9 
percent. It sought substantial cuts in public 
housing, the Community Development 
Block Grant and new affordable housing 
for the elderly and for people with dis-
abilities. 

Legislators did not approve many of the 
administration’s proposed cuts. 

Last year’s HUD budget was approved 
in mid-November. 

“She was a very quiet child, and now 
she is much more communicative. 
The program is working.”

– Kamaria Coshem on her daughter’s 
response to Neighborhood House’s Par-
ent-Child Home Program, which helps 
2- and 3-year-olds build literacy skills.

See story on page 3
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Health Notes
A column devoted to your well-being

his bilingual lyrics. 
Ly came to the stage in long, baggy 

hip-hop style shorts. He wore a short scarf, 
sneakers and a diamond earring and held a 
mic in his hand. His rhymes and gestures 
expressed the plight of the Cambodian 
people in their native land and in America 
and sent out his earnest message of hope 
for the future. 

“This is for the people fresh from the 

Two discussions highlight 
issue of underage drinking

PHOTO COURTESY OF PROJECT HANDLE

Participants work in small groups at a recent forum on underage drinking.

BY DR. CHEANG TAY KRUY

Special to The Voice

Neighborhood House’s Project HAN-
DLE led two discussions in July and 
August about the dangers of underage 
drinking. 

The events built on the momentum of 
a town hall meeting in March sponsored 
by Project HANDLE as part of a national 
effort to raise awareness of underage drink-
ing. Over 64 communities in Washington 
participated in the effort. 

After the town hall meeting, Project 
HANDLE formed an action team which 
includes nine youths and two physicians 
from Cambodia. 

The group, with help from the Rainier 
Vista Cambodian Youth Group, success-
fully submitted a grant to United Way of 
King County’s SOAR (Helping Kids Reach 
the Sky) program to continue its work. 

SOAR’s mission is to help organizations, 
coalitions and communities support the suc-
cess of school-aged children and youths. 

Project HANDLE aims to bring King 
County’s Cambodian families and youth 
together to develop culturally-appropri-
ate methods to address substance abuse, 
HIV/AIDS and other public health issues 
facing the community.

“In the U.S. alone, alcohol kills more 
kids than all illegal drugs combined,” said 
Moly Sam, a prevention educator at Project 
HANDLE, underscoring the importance of 

the effort. “Every day, 7,000 young kids 
under age 16 take their first drink.” 

Funding from SOAR enabled Project 
HANDLE and Rainier Vista Cambodian 
Youth Group to replicate the underage 
drinking event in the Southwest and Yesler 
Terrace areas of Seattle. 

Rina Kheav, one of the youth facilitators 
involved in the project, said that the cam-
paign enables youth to tell their parents that 
they can make a difference whether or not 
their children decide to start drinking. 

According to the National Academic 
of Science, the number one place kids get 
alcohol is from their own home. 

Kheav added that there are lots of adver-
tisements around the community but when 
the parents drink, they are also promoting 
alcohol and drinking to their children. 

The team involved over 50 volunteers in 
their action planning and over 80 partici-
pants in their events. Project HANDLE is 
funded by U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services, Substance Abuse Mental 
Health Services Administration and the 
Office of National Control Policy for HIV 
and substance abuse prevention. 

The Rainier Vista Cambodian Youth 
Group is a grassroots community group 
organized by parents and youth in the 
Rainier Vista public housing area. 

Dr. Cheang Tay Kruy is a physician 
from Cambodia who is involved in the 
Underage Drinking Community Awareness 
Campaign.

boat…Welcome to America, land of new 
hope,” he said. “Take a deep breath…you 
made it this far, expect the unexpected…
too much is at stake…it’s a different kind 
of jungle…you’ve got to survive.” 

In the end, the event had something for 
everyone. Expressive dances and authentic 
costumes reminded seniors of their past.  
Modern music appealed to the young. All 
shared the desire to express pride in Cam-
bodian cultural identity, to create a bridge 
between generations and to express a joy in 
the beauty of music and movement.

Culture
Continued from front page

Ethnicity matters in colon cancer prevention
WASHINGTON COMPREHENSIVE CANCER 
CONTROL PARTNERSHIP

African Americans run a greater risk 
of developing — and dying from — colon 
cancer than any other U.S. racial or ethnic 
group, according to the American Cancer 
Society.

That’s why it’s particularly critical that 
African American men and women get 
timely and regular screenings, which can 
prevent the disease or catch it at a stage 
when it is easily treatable, said the Wash-
ington Comprehensive Cancer Control 
Partnership, a coalition dedicated to cancer 
prevention and education.

Each year, colon cancer kills nearly 
60,000 Americans, making it the second 
leading cause of cancer death among all 
groups in the U.S. That’s why the Partner-
ship advises men and women aged 50 and 
older to start getting checked for colon 
cancer.

Screenings should start at an earlier age 
if a person has a family history or other 
risk factors. 

Tests are critical because colon cancer 
can develop long before any signs or symp-
toms occur. Even then, the symptoms are 
often vague and mistaken for more com-
mon illnesses. Signs of colorectal cancer 
include unexplained weight loss, abdomi-
nal pain, blood in the stool and changes in 
bowel habits.

African Americans, Native Americans 
and some Asian/Pacific Islanders and His-
panics are 10 to 60 percent more likely to 
be diagnosed with advanced disease com-
pared to non-Hispanic whites, according 
to a 2005 report by researchers from the 
Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Center 
in Seattle.

In addition, African Americans, Native 
Americans and some Hispanic whites have 
a 20 to 30 percent higher risk of dying from 

colorectal cancer (cancer of the colon or 
rectum), the report found.

Colon cancer is usually preventable with 
timely screenings to detect and remove 
colorectal polyps, grape-like growths in 
the lining of the colon and rectum that can 
become cancerous.

African Americans face the greatest 
risk, in part, because they are less likely 
to get tested, according to the Cancer Re-
search and Prevention Foundation. Dietary 
habits, tobacco use, genetic factors and 
disparities in access to health care also 
may increase their risk, according to the 
Foundation.

The Cancer Control Partnership offers 
these tips for older African American 
adults and others:

Get screened starting at age 50 or young-
er if the disease runs in your family. In such 
cases, doctors advise that testing begin at 
age 40 or 10 years before the youngest af-
fected family member.

Ask your doctor about the different tests 
that exist for detecting polyps and tumors 
— including a colonoscopy, barium enema, 
stool testing and a sigmoidoscopy — and 
which is best for you.

Discuss your family history with your 
doctor. Always let your health care provider 
know if your parent, brother, sister or child 
has had colorectal cancer or colorectal 
polyps. 

Stop smoking. About a third of all co-
lon cancer deaths could be prevented by 
not using tobacco, say experts. Another 
third could be prevented by maintaining a 
healthy weight and eating a healthy diet. 

The Washington Comprehensive Can-
cer Control Partnership is funded by the 
Washington State Department of Health 
through a federal grant from the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention. For 
more information call 360-236-3784.

Preschool slots still available
BY VOICE STAFF

Seattle preschool programs are now 
enrolling 4-year-olds from low- to moder-
ate-income families.

Seattle Step Ahead and the Early Child-
hood Education and Assistance Program 
still have free or reduced-cost spaces avail-
able for 375 children at 22 sites in southeast 
and southwest Seattle this school year.

“These preschools help children get 
ready for kindergarten academically, 
socially and physically,” said Patricia 
McInturff, director of the Seattle Human 
Services Department. “The earliest years 
of a child’s life are critical to developing the 
skills and the love for learning that lead to 
academic success.”

To be eligible, a family must live in Se-
attle and have a child who will have turned 
4 by Aug. 31. For ECEAP, a family of four 
earning up to $22,000 per year is eligible, 
and for Step Ahead, a family of four earn-
ing up to $60,000 annually is eligible.

Step Ahead is funded by the Seattle 
Families and Education Levy and ECEAP 
is funded by the State of Washington. For 
more information about these programs, 
including locations, eligibility and applica-
tions, call 206-386-1050.

“Our preschools involve parents, and 
honor a wide diversity of cultures and lan-
guages,” McInturff said. “We encourage 
parents who don’t think they can afford 
preschool to contact us right away.”

Shellfish warning issued
BY VOICE STAFF

Biotoxins that cause shellfish poisoning 
have been detected at concentrations above the 
safe level in shellfish samples collected from 
beaches south of Three Tree Point in Burien. 

As a result, the Washington State De-
partment of Health has closed King County 
beaches south of Three Tree Point to the 
Pierce County line to harvest shellfish. 

The closure includes clams, oysters, 
mussels, scallops and other species of shell-
fish. Crab is not included in the closure, 
but the “crab butter” should be discarded 
and only the meat should be eaten. Fin fish 

found in these waters do not accumulate the 
toxins in their flesh and are safe to eat.

Biotoxins are not destroyed by cooking 
or freezing and can be life-threatening. 
Symptoms of paralytic shellfish poisoning 
may appear within minutes or hours and 
usually begins with tingling lips, tongue, 
hands and feet followed by difficulty 
breathing and potentially death. Anyone 
experiencing these symptoms should con-
tact a health care provider or call 911.

For more information, call the Depart-
ment of Health Biotoxin Hotline at 1-800-
562-5632.
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One to grow on
Garden tips for community gardeners

BY ANZA MUENCHOW

Special to The Voice

Though we don’t know what the weather 
will be like this fall, we can hope that 
warm, dry days will continue for a few 
more weeks. 

This will allow the fruiting plants to 
continue to produce great food for us. We 
especially look forward to a long tomato 
harvest, and rainy, misty days will cut 
that short. 

To keep your tomato plants healthy as 
long as possible, continue to water them 
without getting the leaves wet. Watch for 
brown splotches on the leaves or stems, 
which signals the start of tomato blight. 

When you see them, remove all in-
fected plant parts to preserve the remain-
ing healthy plants. If the stem is infected, 
it is already too late for the green fruits 
to ripen. 

For garden sanitation, do not put the 
infected plant materials in your own com-
post pile. The city solid waste program can 
effectively compost these contaminated 
plants. 

Before the rains begin, I have had good 
luck pulling up whole uninfected tomato 
plants and hanging them upside down in a 
cool, dim room. The fruit will slowly ripen 
over the next six to eight weeks. Check 
the hanging plants often, because as the 
tomatoes ripen they may drop. 

Often I can slice my last ripe tomatoes 
into my Thanksgiving dinner salad.

Winter squashes like hubbard, spaghetti, 
delicata, acorn, butternut and pumpkins, 
too, can stay on the vine until the vines 
wither and die. 

Damp conditions, hungry slugs and 
eager children pose risks to your garden 
bounty. You may want to pick the squashes 
and store them in a cool, dark environment. 
They will last months in a cool root cellar 
or similar spot. A garage will work, but 
don’t forget them or they may freeze. 

Roasted squash makes a delicious au-
tumn dinner. Cut them in half lengthwise, 
scoop out the seeds, place them cut side 
down on a greased cookie sheet and roast at 
350 degrees for 30 to 60 minutes depending 
on the size or until tender. 

I often just add butter and brown sugar 
when serving.

As you harvest and empty your garden 
beds, consider ways to improve your soil 
for next year. There are several legumes 
that can be planted as “green manures” 
in September or October. In our region, I 
recommend Austrian field peas, vetch or 
fava beans. 

Besides adding nitrogen to the soil, these 
plants crowd out the weeds. In the spring 
the plant tops can be removed and the roots 
tilled into the soil providing a richer base 
for next year’s crops. 

For some beds, I prefer to pile on dried 
leaves and cover with burlap bags collected 
from local coffee roasters. This nicely 
increases earthworm activity. 

The best part of the fall rains is how the 
beneficial microbes and soil critters in-
crease and become more active. All that life 
in the soil increases its fertility and makes 
organic gardening a simple pleasure. 

Anza Muenchow is a farmer and a vol-
unteer with P-Patch. You can reach her by 
e-mail at mahafarm@whidbey.net or on the 
Internet at http://www.mahafarm.com.

Protecting tomato plants, preparing for fall

Program sparks love of 
reading in youngsters

PHOTO BY BRENNA CASEY

Three-year-old Jasmine Coshem (third from left) smiles as she puts together a literacy-
related puzzle. Her sister Luthiyah and her mother Kamaria help her as Neighborhood 
House home visitor Samsidah Aly (at right) looks on.

BY BRENNA CASEY

Voice reporter

“Refrigerator!” cries three-year-old Jas-
mine Coshem as she sits on the floor with 
her mother, Kamaria, her 8-year-old sister 
Luthiyah and Samsidah Aly, a Neighbor-
hood House home visitor. 

They are bent over a wooden puzzle 
made to look like a kitchen and exchanging 
words in Cham, Vietnamese and English. 
The puzzle is complete with cabinets that 
open to reveal pots and pans, a window that 
slides open to uncover a singing bird, and, 
as Jasmine has just discovered, a refrigera-
tor with fruit and ice cream inside. Coshem 
points and giggles at the desserts, then runs 
to her own refrigerator. Her mother calls 
her back, and they begin peering into the 
tiny window.  

Twice a week, Aly visits Coshem and 
her family as part of the national Parent-
Child Home Program. This program, a 
new initiative for Neighborhood House 
funded by the Business Partnership for 
Early Learning, aims to show parents how 
to use books, games and puzzles to teach 
their toddlers literacy skills and help them 
to become school-ready.

The program is open to children be-
tween the ages of two and three. Parents 
in the program commit to two, 30-minute 
home visits during the school year for two 
years. 

Each week, Aly introduces an educa-
tional toy, such as this puzzle, to the family, 
and together they practice the associated 
activities that will help increase learning.  

 “What does the bird say?” prompts 
Aly. 

“Guac, guac,” replies Coshem in her 
native language. 

Kamaria and Aly exchange pleased 
glances and congratulate Jasmine on a job 
well done. 

Jasmine has been enrolled in the pro-
gram since January and already the family 
has seen results, explains Aly. In the last 
six months Jasmine has strengthened her 
vocabulary and become a more confident 
speaker. 

“She was a very quiet child,” Kamaria 
says. “And now she is much more commu-
nicative. The program is working.”

For more information on Neighborhood 
House’s Parent-Child Home Program, 
contact Saadia Hamid or Sokunthea Ok at 
206-461-4568.

New school immunization 
requirements in place
PUBLIC HEALTH – SEATTLE & KING COUNTY

Keep children healthy this upcoming 
school year by making sure all of their 
immunizations are up-to-date. 

“Immunizations are a very safe and 
effective way to keep children perform-
ing at their best and to prevent dangerous 
diseases, some of which cannot be cured,” 
said Dorothy Teeter, Interim Director for 
Public Health – Seattle & King County.

Besides increasing the risk of getting a 
disease, a child who is not fully immunized 
may be excluded from attending school 
or childcare during an outbreak of a vac-
cine-preventable disease, possibly lasting 
weeks, Teeter said. 

An infected child can also spread an ill-
ness to others, including pregnant women 
and infants.

“In recent years, we’ve had outbreaks 
involving schools that could have been pre-
vented with vaccines,” said Betsy Hubbard, 
Public Health’s immunization supervisor.  
“In one measles outbreak, half of the cases 
involved school age children who were not 
appropriately immunized. These outbreaks 
are dangerous and disrupt the lives of local 
families.”
New school requirements 

This year, children entering kindergar-
ten and sixth grade will need to get their 
varicella vaccine for chickenpox or prove 
that they have had the disease. 

The Hepatitis B vaccine is now required 
for students enrolled in kindergarten 
through ninth grade. 

Students entering kindergarten through 
twelfth grade will be asked to show proof 

that they have received two doses of 
Measles-Mumps-Rubella vaccine. Proof 
of having two doses of measles-containing 
vaccine, one dose of mumps-containing 
vaccine and one dose of rubella-containing 
vaccine is also acceptable. 

State law requires children to have 
specific immunizations before they attend 
school.  For a complete list, visit Public 
Health’s Back to School Immunization’s 
Web page at http://www.metrokc.gov/
health/immunization/school.htm. 
Where to get immunizations 

Regular health care providers offer im-
munizations. For information on special 
back-to-school immunization clinics and 
Public Health clinics, visit the Web pages 
listed above or call the Public Health infor-
mation line at 206-296-4949. 

Public Health clinics provide childhood 
vaccines on a sliding fee scale. No child is 
turned away without receiving the required 
vaccines due to an inability to pay.
Risks in not vaccinating 

Parents or legal guardians have the right 
to choose not to immunize their children, 
based on medical, religious or philosophi-
cal reasons. Parents or legal guardians must 
sign the appropriate box on the Certificate 
of Immunization Status form to exempt 
their child from receiving vaccines re-
quired for school entry. 

There is a significant risk, however, 
when choosing against vaccination. If 
exposed to a vaccine-preventable disease, 
a child may become infected or may be ex-
cluded from attending school or childcare 
during the outbreak. 

Home ownership classes offered
The International District Housing 

Alliance will be offering home buyer 
education classes in September.  

The classes are free and open to the 
public, but space is limited and registra-
tion is required. Each class covers the 
home buying process, the role of hous-
ing counseling, the dangers of predatory 
lending and introduces several down 
payment assistance options. 

A two-part class in Amharic will be of-
fered on Sept. 5 and 6 from 5:30 to 8:30 
p.m. at the Rainier Vista Neighborhood 
House, 4410 29th Ave. S. in Seattle.

A class in Vietnamese will take place 
on Saturday, September 23 from 10:30 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. in the NewHolly library, 
7058 32nd Ave S. in Seattle.

For more information or to register 
call 206-957-1316.

National Preparedness Month
National Preparedness Month is a 

nationwide effort that takes place each 
September to encourage Americans to 
take simple steps to prepare for emer-
gencies in their homes, businesses and 
schools. 

For more information on what you 

can do to make your home and family 
safer in the event of an emergency, visit 
http://www.ready.gov.

Join Sound Steps for fun event
Seattle Parks and Recreation and the 

University of Washington Health Promo-
tion Research Center invite seniors to 
join other active older adults for the 
Sound Steps Walk-N-Roll Funwalk on 
Wednesday, September 13 at Seward 
Park, 5902 Lake Washington Blvd. S.

The event is open to adults aged 50 
and better, whether on foot or using a 
wheelchair or walker. It is a great oppor-
tunity to build and celebrate good health, 
meet fellow walkers and get recognition 
for your commitment to fitness.

Registration begins at 9 a.m. and 
health information tables will be set up 
for viewing. At 10 a.m. participants will 
enjoy live music and stretching. The 
walk, which will follow the Seward Park 
outer loop, will begin at 10:30 a.m.

Participants can sign up for half- mile, 
one-mile, 1.5-mile, two-mile or 2.5-mile 
walks. Entertainment, food and prizes 
will follow the walks.

Call 206-684-4664 for more infor-
mation.
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Food stamp receipients qualify 
for tuition help, social services
NGƯỜI THỤ HƯỞNG FOOD 
STAMP - (PHIẾU THỰC PHẨM) 
ĐƯỢC HỢP LỆ ĐỂ XIN TRỢ 
GIÚP TIỀN ĐI HỌC, CÁC PHỤC 
VỤ XÃ HỘI

Đối với những người đang thụ 
hưởng food stamp, thì có chương trình 
mới giúp vượt qua các trở ngại để đến 
với việc giáo dục, và để có công việc làm 
khá hơn, bằng cách là cung cấp sự trợ 
giúp đóng tiền học phí, giúp giữ trẻ và các 
phục vụ cần thiết khác.

Chưong trình Food Stamp-Giúp Tìm 
Việc Làm và Huấn Nghệ là một chương 
trình có tính cách tự nguyện của chính 
phủ liên bang nhằm giúp cho người đang 
lãnh Food Stamp chuẩn bị cho việc đi 
làm. Chương trình này cũng giúp cho việc 
học nghề cho người có thể không đủ điều 
kiện để được trợ giúp tiền học.

Chương trình được tài trợ bởi Bộ 
Nông Nghiệp Mỹ, và trợ giúp tài chánh 
cho những nguời đang có tên nhận trợ cấp 
thực phẩm ở tiểu bang Wahsington, để rồi 
họ có thể được học nghề miễn phí, huấn 
nghệ, học Anh Văn, học lớp Giáo Dục 
Căn Bản cho Người Lớn, được giúp tìm 
việc làm, các trợ giúp khác như giúp giữ 
trẻ, nhà ở hay các trở giúp y tế khẩn cấp.

Chương trình cung cấp đầy đủ trợ 
giúp tài chánh cho các sinh viên trường 
South Seattle Community College để họ 
được miễn phí tiền học, tiền sách vở, tiền 
đậu xe, và tiền xe buýt. Các lớp học và 
các dịch vụ cũng có sẵn qua các cơ quan 
Goodwill Industries, YWCA, Port Jobs và 
Seattle Jobs Initiative.

“Đây là cơ  hội  không tưởng dành 
cho người dân mà đôi khi họ không chú 
ý tới”, cô Wendy Price đã nói như thế, cô 
là điều hợp viên chương trình ở trường 
South Seattle Cômmunity College. Cô 
nói tiếp “họ là những người lao động với 
đồng lương thấp, có gia đình trong hòan 
cảnh khó khăn và thường không được hợp 
lệ để được trợ giúp học phí.”

Muốn biết thêm chi tiết, xin gọi số 
206-764-5835. muốn biết thêm chi tiết về 
chương trình Thực Phẩm Food Stamp, xin 
gọi số 1-877-644-3663.

Dadka qaata Food stamp wuxuu u 
qalmaa mucaawimaad wax meeris 
iyo hawlaha guud (social services)

Kuwa hela food stamps, mashruuc 
cusub wuxuu hoos u dhigayaa caqabadihii 
waxbarashada iyo shaqo wanaagsan, oo la 
helayo caruurta meeriska (tuition), ilmaha 
hayntooda iyo wax yaabo kale hawlo loo 
baahan yahay. 

Shaqada Food Stampka iyo 
tababarrada mashruuceeda waa qofkii 
raba oo mashruuca federalka ujeedaduna 
ay tahay in la caawimo dadka qaata 
food stampka si loo diyaariyo shaqo iyo 
qaxbarasho, iyagoo u qalma macaawimo 
lacageed. 

Mashruucaan waxaa maalgeliyey 
Qaybta Beeraha waxayna fufudeynayaa 
mucaawimo dhaqaale kuwa ku qoran 
mashruuca Food Stampka ee Washington, 
saasna waxay ku helayaan waxbarasho 
bilaash ah, tababar shaqo,Luqadda 
Infiriiska oo midda labaad ah, 
waxbarashada dadka waaweyn meelayn 
shaqo mucaawimo hawleed oo ka mid ah 
il,o hayn, guryo iyo hawlo caafimaad deg 
deg ah.

Mashruuca wuxuu oggolaanayaa 
dhaqaale ku filan kaalmo oo ardayda is 
qorta South Seattle Community College 
kaas oo buugagtooda waxbarashada, 
qalabka iyo baabuurta meel la dhigto 
oo bilaasha ah, ama raacidda baska oo 
bilaash ah. Fasallada iyo hawlaha waa la 
helaa xagga YWCA, Shaqada Dekedda 
iyo Garoonka Dayuuradaha iyo Seattle 
Jobs Initiative

“Waa nasiib la yaab leh dadka 
mararka raba,” wasaa yiri Wendy 
Price, madaxa mashruuca South Seattle 
Community College. “Iyaga waxay yihiin 
kuwa shaqeeya fakhri ah,qoyska oo dib 
ku qaba inaysan u qalmin mashruuca 
mucaawimada meeriska ardayda..”

Warar dheeraad ah wac 206-764-
5835. Warar dheeraad oo ku saabsan 
food stamps, wac 1-877-644-3663.

የምግብ ራሽን ተቀባዮች 
ለትምህርትና ለሶሻል ግልጋሎት 
ብቁ ናቸው፡፡

የምግብ ራሽን ተቀባይ ለሆኑት 
አዲስ ፕሮግራም ለትምህርት 
የሚኖረውን መሰናከል ለማስወገድና 
የተሻለ ስራም ለማግኘት የሚያስችለውን 
ሁኔታ፤ የትምህርት የገንዘብ እርዳታ፣ 
ለልጆች መዋያ ቦታና ሌሎችንም 
አስፈላጊ ግልጋሎት ይሰጣል፡፡

ይህ የምግብ ራሽን የስራ 
አገልግሎትና የስልጠና ፕሮግራም 
የፊዴራል የበጎ አድራጎት ፕሮግራም 
ሲሆን ዋናው ዓላማ የምግብ ራሽን 
ተጠቃሚዎችን ለስራ ዓለም ለማዘጋጀት 
ነው፡፡ ይህም በተጨማሪ የሙያ 
ትምህርትን በመስጠት ለገንዘብ እርዳታ 
ብቁ ላልሆኑትም እርዳታ ያደርጋል፡፡

ይህ ፕሮግራም የገንዘብ እርዳታ 
የሚያገኘው በአሜሪካ የግብርና 
አስተዳደር ሲሆን የሚሰጠውም እርዳታ 
በዋሽንግተን የምግብ ራሽን ፕሮግራም 
ውስጥ ለተመዘገቡት ሲሆን እነሱም ነፃ 
የሙያ ትምህርት እንዲያገኙ፣ የስራ 
ስልጠና፣ የሁለተኛ ቋንቋ ተናጋሪዎች 
የእንግሊዘኛ ትምህርት፣ ለአዋቂዎች 
መሰረታዊ ትምህርት፣ የስራ የማስገኘት 
እርዳታ፣ ተጨማሪ ግልጋሎትም እንደ 
ልጆች ጥበቃ መዋያ እና የጉዳይ 
አፈፃፀም፣ የመኖሪያ ቤት እርዳታ 
ለሚፈልጉ እና የድንገተኛ የህክምና 
አገልግሎት ይገኙበታል፡፡

ፕሮግራሙ በቂና የተሟላ የገንዘብ 
እርዳታ በደቡብ ሲያትል ኮሚኒቲ 
ኮሌጅ ለተመዘገቡት ለትምህርታቸው፣ 
ለመፅሀፍ፣ ለቁሳቁስ፣ ለመኪና 
ማቆሚያና የአውቶብስ ትኬት በነፃ 
ያስገኛል፡፡ እነዚህ ትምህርቶችና 
ግልጋሎቶች በ ጉድዊል እንዱስትሪ, በ 
ዋይ ደብልዩ ሲ ኤ፣ ፖርት ጆብስ እና 
ከሲያትል ጆብስ ኢኒሸቲቭ ይገኛል፡፡

“የተሻለ ኑሮ ለመመስረት ለሚፈልጉ 
ይህ እድል ጥሩ አጋጣሚ ነው” በማለት 
የደቡብ ሲያትል ኮሚኒቲ ኮሌጅ 
ፕሮግራም አስተባባሪ የሆነችው ዌንዲ 
ፕራይስ ገልፃለች፡ ቀጥላም “ እነዚህ 
እየሰሩ ግን ደሀ የሆኑ፣ ኑሮን ለማሸነፍ 
የሚታገሉ ቤተሰቦችና ብዙውን ጊዜ 
ለትምህርት የእርዳታ ፕሮግራም ብቁ 
ያልሆኑ ናቸው” ብላለች፡፡

ለተጨማሪ መረጃ በ 206-764-
5835 ይደውሉ፡፡ ስለምግብ ራሽም 
ጉዳይ በ 1-877-644-3663 ይደውሉ፡፡

Food stamp recipients 
qualify for tuition help, social 
services
ናይ ፉድ ስታምፕ ተጠቀምቲ 
ንናይ ቤት ትምህርቲ ክፍሊት 
ዋጋን ሕብረትሰብኣዊ 
ኣገልግሎትን ብቕዓት ኣለዎም።

እቶም ፉድ ስታምፕ ዝቕበሉ እዚ 
ሓዲስ ፕሮግራም ነቲ ዝነበረ መሰናኽል 
ስይሩ ናይ ትምሀርትን ስራሕን ዕድላት 
ናይ ቖልዑ ምትሓዝ ካልኦት ኣገልግሎት 
ክምዝኽፈት ይገብር።

ናይ ፉድ ስታምፕ ናይ ስራሕ 
ሽልጠና ፕሮግራም ናይ ቮለንትር 
ፈደራላዊ ፕሮግራም እዩ ዓላኡ ፉድ 
ስታምፕ ዝቕበሉ ሰባት ኣብ ናይ 
ስራሕ ዓለም ክምዝጽንብሩ ንምግባር 
እዩ ቮከሽናል ትምህርቲ ንቶም ናይ 
ፋይናንሻል እሲስታንስ ዘይበቕዑ ሰባት 
ይህብ።

እዚ ፕሮግራም ኣዚ ብናይ 
ዩናይትድ ስቴት ክፍሊ ሕርሻ ዝምወል 
ኮይኑ ናይ ግንዘብ ሓገዝ የቕርብ ነቶም 
ኣብ ዋሽንግተን ስቴት ፉድ ስታምፕ 
ዝቕበሉ መታን ነጻ ቮከሽናል ትምህርቲ 

ስልጠና ናይ እንግሊዝኛ ትምህርቲ 
ንጀመርቲ ዝቐርብ ናይ ስራሕ ምርካብ 
ኣኣገልግሎት ክምናይ መውዓሊ ቖልዑ 
ኣገልግሎት ናይ ኣኣባይቲ ሓገዛት 
ናይ ጥዕና ኣገልግሎት ኣኢመርጀንሲ 
የቕርብ።

እዚ ፕሮግራም ኣዚ ነቶም እብ 
ሳውዝ ስያትል ኮሚኒቲ ኮለጅ ዝመሃሩ 
ናይ ትምህርቲ ክፍሊት ናይ መጽሓፍቲ 
ፓርኪን እውቶቡስ የቕርብ ከምኡውን 
ብጉድዊል ዋይዳብልዩሲኤይ ፖርት 
ጆብስ ሲያትል ጆብ ኢኒሻቲቭ ዝወሃብ 
ኣገልግሎት።

“እዚ ጽቡቕ ዕድልን ኣኣጋጣምን 
እዩ ነቶም ኣገልግሎት ዘይ ቐርበሎም 
ዝነብሩ ሰባት” ትብል ወንዲ ፕራይስ 
ናይ ሳውዝ ስያትል ኮሚኒቲ ኮለጅ 
ፕሮግራም ኮኣኦርዲነተር ንሳቶም ድማ 
ብስራሕ ዝመሓደሩ ድኻታት ኣብ ናይ 
ናብራ ቓልሲ ዝርከቡ ስድራቤታት 
ንኻላ ዓይነት ኣኣገልግሎት ብቕዓት 
ዘይረኽቡን ።

ንዝይዳ ሓበሬታ ኣኣብዚ ዝስዕብ 
ስልኪ ቑጽሪ ትድውሉ 206 764-
5835 ብዛዕባ ፉድስታምፕ ንኽትፈልጡ 
ኣኣብዚ ዝስዕብ ትድውሉ 1-877-644-
3663።
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Bailey recommended for 
SHA board confirmation
City council will take up matter this month
BY CJ KLOCOW

Voice reporter

Amid controversy, the Seattle City 
Council’s Housing, Human Services and 
Health Committee unanimously recom-
mended Sybil Bailey for confirmation to 
the Seattle Housing Authority Board of 
Commissioners last month. 

Bailey’s nomination will go before the 
full council in September. 

The seven-member Board of Commis-
sioners is responsible for approving the 
Housing Authority’s annual budget and for 
setting the policies that guide the agency’s 
operations. 

Bailey has lived in the SHA high-rise 
building Denny Terrace for almost 21 years. 
During that time, she served as president of 
the Denny Terrace Resident Council and as 
president of the Resident Action Council, 
which includes leaders from many of the 
individual high-rise buildings. 

Bailey’s nomination provoked resistance 
among some SHA residents and housing 
advocates who said her record showed an 
allegiance to the Housing Authority that 
would prevent her from adequately repre-
senting residents’ interests.

Bailey and her supporters denied the 
accusations.

“I feel vindicated by this decision,” she 
said after the Housing Committee meeting 
in mid-August. “I will do my best to honor 
the wishes of residents.”

Bailey’s opponents voiced passionate 
arguments against her nomination as the 
Housing Committee first considered the 
matter on Aug. 1. Despite protests from 
supporters and City Councilmember Rich-
ard McIver, a decision on the nomination 
was postponed in order to review incon-
sistencies in Bailey’s application that were 
brought up by opponents.

According to Keith Gormezano, an SHA 
resident who also applied for the position, 
“Ms. Bailey opposed a bill in Olympia to 
add resident members to the SHA Board 
of Commissioners; she has a questionable 
history as a leader and is not fit to represent 
the residents.”

After the meeting, councilmembers 
reviewed a February 1998 transcript of 
Bailey’s testimony at a legislative com-
mittee hearing in Olympia concerning the 
SHA board. 

They found that Ms. Bailey testified in 
support of the bill, asking only that the bill 
be amended to ensure that it did not prevent 
resident commissioners from voting on is-
sues affecting SHA tenants.

Bailey’s testimony reads: “But as I said, 
adding two more commissioners is very 
commendable, but limiting them is not ac-
ceptable. You know, we don’t need figure-
heads on there, we need representation.”

Mayor Greg Nickels reacted to Bailey’s 
opponents with a news release.

“I am outraged that a woman who has 
volunteered countless hours to make life 
better for those around her has been sub-
jected to such venomous attacks,” he said.

Bailey was first nominated by a five- 
member panel appointed by the Mayor’s 
office. She was the panel’s unanimous 
choice from a pool of 16 applicants, the 
Mayor’s office said. 

The panel included three members from 
the Mayor’s office along with Sue Taoka, 
director of the Seattle Chinatown Interna-
tional District Preservation and Develop-
ment Authority and Judith Fay, the retiring 
resident board member.

The process has been questioned by 
Bailey’s opponents. 

 “I am personally disappointed that there 
wasn’t more resident input into the actual 
selection process,” said SHA resident Lynn 
Sereda. “It seems the decisions to me are 
being made in a less than transparent way. 
Although some residents still want to chal-
lenge this nomination at the next level, I am 
inclined to think that focusing our efforts 
on seeking changes in future Board selec-
tion processes may be the most effective 
use of energy.”

Despite the opposition, Bailey’s sup-
porters, who include members of the 
NAACP, the Urban League and other SHA 
residents, were confident that she would be 
confirmed. 

“I am relieved and very happy for her 
victory,” said Denny Terrace resident June 
Rhoton. “I think she will be an excellent 
representative.”

When asked what she would like to do as 
a councilmember, Bailey replied, “I would 
love to get more transitional housing for 
the residents. There is just not enough in-
between housing for people trying to get 
back onto their feet.”

Sybil Bailey has been nominated to serve 
on the Seattle Housing Authority Board of 
Commissioners 
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Housing Authority hires  
director of development
BY CLAIRE MCDANIEL

Seattle Housing Authority

The Seattle Housing Authority has 
hired Linda Hall to serve as its new 
director of development.

Hall will lead the department that 
is responsible for redevelopment, con-
struction and rehabilitation of SHA’s 
housing stock. 

She will be in charge of securing 
funding for and overseeing the agen-
cy’s housing development projects, in-
cluding its HOPE VI and homeWorks 
projects. 

In her new position, Hall will be 
working with Al Levine, deputy execu-
tive director for development and asset 
management.

Born and raised in Houston, Texas, 
Hall earned a degree in business and 
finance, after which she spent two 
summers and a winter working at Yel-
lowstone National Park. 

PHOTO BY CLAIRE MCDANIEL

Linda Hall has joined the Seattle Housing 
Authority staff as the director of development.

She went on to work for the state of Mon-
tana for eight years, a job that culminated 
in the administration of federal Department 
of Housing and Urban Development pro-
grams, which launched her into the afford-
able housing industry.

A self-described “introvert/extrovert 
combination,” Hall said she feels that being 
a good manager involves “clear expecta-
tions of people. How things are communi-
cated is critical.”

Along her career path, she earned a 
Masters of Business Administration and re-
located to Puget Sound. She accepted a po-
sition as housing developer for St. Andrew’s 
Housing Group, and she eventually became 
the organization’s executive director. 

“I accomplished what I needed to accom-

plish to strengthen the organization and was 
ready for a new challenge,” she said. 

Hall also serves as vice president of the 
Housing Development Consortium board.

She said she has already recognized a 
deep level of commitment among the em-
ployees at the Housing Authority.

The “honest, eager desire to help” has 
really impressed her, she said.

When Hall is not working, she spends 
time with her husband, Michael Lane, 
who works at the Lighting Design Lab 
promoting energy-efficient lighting design 
in commercial spaces, her 14-year-old 
stepdaughter Sarah and her 5-year-old son 
James. She also likes to garden and recently 
trained for the Susan G. Komen Breast 
Cancer three-day, 60-mile walk.

Program helps residents save 
SEATTLE HOUSING AUTHORITY

The Seattle Housing Authority would 
like to invite all Cedarvale Village, Jack-

son Park Village, Scattered-Sites, Yesler 
Terrace and high-rise residents to take ad-
vantage of a great opportunity through our 
Family Self-Sufficiency program.

If you are interested in going to school to 
advance your skills, plan to start working, 
or are currently employed and want to in-
crease your salary within the next five years, 
the FSS program could be for you! 

The FSS program offers you a chance 
to have your future increases in rent from 
employment matched and deposited into a 
savings account for you. All you have to 
do is set goals for yourself, then as your 
rent and employment income increases, 
the Housing Authority begins depositing 
money into a savings account for you. 

You don’t have anything to lose, but 
you will have the opportunity to gain a 
Please see “FSS program” on page 2
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About The Voice

The Voice is a monthly newspaper published by Neighborhood House with  
financial support from Seattle Housing Authority Resident Participation Funds. 

The Voice is developed and edited by Neighborhood House with help from SHA 
residents and staff. It strives to provide a forum for objective news and informa-
tion of interest to low-income people and those living in SHA communities.

The Voice welcomes articles, letters to the editor and columns from readers. 
If you’d like to submit an article, or if you have a question about anything you’ve 
read in this publication, feel free to contact Editor Stacy Schwandt at 206-461-
8430, ext. 227 or by e-mail at stacys@nhwa.org.

If you have questions about SHA-related stories, you may also contact SHA 
Communications Director Virginia Felton at 206-615-3506 or by e-mail at 
vfelton@seattlehousing.org. 

You can also mail submissions to: The Voice, Neighborhood House, 905 
Spruce St. #200, Seattle, WA 98104. Please include your name and contact 
information on your submission. 

All submissions are subject to editing for accuracy, style and length.

savings account. 
Once you accomplish your goals, exceed 

the income limits or purchase a home, you 
will receive the total balance in your ac-
count at that time. 

It’s that simple!
For more information about the Family 

Self Sufficiency program, contact FSS Spe-
cialist Sophia Phillips at 206-615-3318.

FSS program
Continued from front page

BY TERESA KENNEY

Special to The Voice

This month, High Point will welcome 
Seattle’s first Green Living Expo, which 
will celebrate “green” innovations with 
tours of Built Green and Energy Star homes, 
free public seminars, exhibits, organic food 
and much more.

The event will take place from 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. on Sept. 16, 17, 23 and 24. High 
Point is located at 32nd Avenue West and 
Southwest Raymond Street. The event is 
free and open to the public.

During the expo, visitors will be invited 
to tour the neighborhood with some of the 
experts who helped create the innovative 
community design and built features such 
as the natural drainage system. 

Homes that showcase environmentally-
friendly features such as recycled counter 
tops and flooring, solar heating innovations 
and energy efficient appliances will be open 
for tours. 

Free seminars will be held both days. 
Topics include “How to Create a Healthy 
Indoor Air Environment,” “Harnessing the 
Sun to Power Your Home” and “Becoming 
an EcoConsumer.” 

High Point is a mixed-income neighbor-
hood that combines energy-efficient homes 
with one of the largest urban natural drain-
age systems in the country. 

All of the residential units, at every 
income level, are designed to provide 
residents with comfortable, durable, envi-
ronmentally-friendly homes that are cost-

effective to own and operate. 
High Point has received both local and 

national attention for its approach to build-
ing. In 2004, it was awarded the Pacific 
Coast Builders Conference’s Gold Nugget 
Award for “Best Plans on the Boards.” 

More recently, the American Institute 
of Architects honored the project with a 
coveted “Show You’re Green” award. High 
Point was one of only eight communities in 
the country to be honored for sustainable 
innovations and affordability. 

The neighborhood was also featured 
in the PBS documentary Edens Lost and 
Found, where it was held up as a model for 
how to build a community “right.”

Volunteers are needed both weekends of 
the event. If you’d like to volunteer, visit 
http://www.thehighpoint.com and fill out 
the volunteer form or call Ciara Stewart at 
206-264-7707, ext. 7.

The Green Living Expo is presented 
by Seattle Housing Authority, Seattle City 
Light, Seattle Public Utilities and sponsored 
by Puget Sound Energy, Energy Star Homes 
Northwest, Mithun, Clearwire, Scott Are-
man Photography, Flexcar, Fusionpartners 
LLC, Rodda Paints, Sound Power, Seattle 
Lighting and SvR Design. Community 
nonprofit partners include the American 
Lung Association of Washington, Mas-
ter Builder’s Association Grand Tour of 
Homes, Built Green, Feet First, Cascade 
Land Conservancy and NetGreen.

Teresa Kenney is a Seattle-based free-
lancer who is serving as the Expo direc-
tor.

Green Living Expo to 
focus on High Point

Residents use homeWorks 
funds for activities

PHOTO BY SVEN KOEHLER

Green Lake Plaza residents Glenn Slemmer and Gina Owens check out the new oven 
installed in the community kitchen. Residents used the kitchen to cook for a community 
picnic last month. The event was meant to be a pleasant diversion during construction 
and was funded from the building’s homeWorks activity fund.

BY SVEN KOEHLER 
Seattle Housing Authority

What if someone gave you a thousand 
dollar bill and said you could spend it on 
something nice for you and your neigh-
bors? 

What would you decide to do with it?
While homeWorks is not handing out 

cash to people, residents of each of the 
22 high-rise buildings that are undergoing 
renovations will have the opportunity to use 
$1,000 on activities or purchases that will 
benefit the community during the project. 

Already, residents in the first home-
Works buildings have used these 
funds to organize events and to 
buy items to make life a little more 
pleasant during the inconvenience 
of construction. 

Residents have been working 
with Seattle Housing Authority community 
builders to develop plans to use the funds 
fairly and effectively. The money is being 
distributed to the resident council in build-
ings that have them. 

If there is no council, residents meet to 
make the decisions. 

“The process of deciding how to use 
funds presents a great opportunity for resi-
dents to meet and work together to benefit 
the community,” said Community Builder 
Brett Houghton. “The effort we put into it 
is worth it.”

For example, it had been about three 
years since Green Lake Plaza had an 
outdoor barbecue, according to resident 
Don Dunnevant. So he and other residents 
organized a Saturday afternoon event on 
the building’s lawn. 

Residents used part of the building’s 
homeWorks funds to purchase ribs, steaks 
and other supplies for the grill party, which 
attracted about 40 people throughout the 
three-hour event. 

“It was a fun way to celebrate now that 
most of the work is done, especially in 
the units,” said Michael Harris, whose rib 
marinade was a hit with all of his neigh-
bors. “Hopefully we’ll do another one 
someday.” 

In preparation for the event, Green Lake 
Plaza residents were also able to inaugurate 
the new community room kitchen, which 
was made possible by the homeWorks 
program. 

Resident Gina Owens, who organized 
a building potluck for the barbecue’s side 
dishes, was enthusiastic about the modern 
new stove. 

“It has a cool digital display, and it’s 
big enough to hold large pots and pans to 
prepare lots of food,” she said. 

Some of the remaining dollars in the 
homeWorks fund were allocated to pur-
chase new utensils and cookware for groups 
to use in the common kitchen.

Residents at International Terrace have 
also planned a building-wide event that will 
include food. 

The event will happen in late September 
when the remodel of the community room 
is completed and the scaffolding is removed 
from the patio to reveal the new colors on 
the building exterior. 

Also with outdoor entertaining in mind, 
residents at Lictonwood decided to invest 
their homeWorks funds in a durable picnic 
table for their patio. 

They also arranged to have the commu-
nity room piano tuned and had money left 
over to purchase some new films for the 
building’s movie night. 

Meanwhile, at Beacon Tower, Commu-
nity Builder Marcia Johnson facilitated the 
distribution of a survey created by residents 
to vote on how to use their funds. 

Ideas ranged from purchasing exercise 
equipment for the community room to 
donating money to a charity in the name of 
the building residents. A decision on what 
to do is pending.

Different opportunities abound for the 
use of the homeWorks activity funds. Resi-
dents of every homeWorks building will 
have the chance to decide on something 
positive that will help offset the changes 
in everyday routine that the construction 
project brings. 

Federal official visits High Point

Orlando Cabrera, assistant secretary for the federal Department of Housing and 
Urban Development, visited Seattle last month. He toured housing sites that receive 
assistance from HUD, including High Point. He is pictured second from left with 
Harlan Stewart, director of the local HUD office, High Point Development Manager 
Tom Phillips and Seattle Housing Authority Executive Director Tom Tierney.

PHOTO COURTESY OF SEATTLE HOUSING AUTHORITY
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Ravenna School Apartments 
hosts ElderHealth program

BY DOUG HARKNESS

Special to The Voice

It was mid-July and one of the hottest 
days of the year, but the heat wave didn’t 
dissipate the enthusiasm of a group of a 
dozen developmentally-disabled adults ar-
riving at the Ravenna School Apartments 
after lunchtime. 

They were looking forward to an after-
noon working on rehabilitative activities 
and enjoying the company of their peers. 
They were also celebrating the end of their 
first week in the new Get Active Program.

ElderHealth moved into its Ravenna 
location in early 2005 and began offering 
skilled nursing, rehabilitative therapies and 
social activities to about 40 frail elders and 
disabled adults. Many developmentally-
disabled adults were part of that morning 
program, and ElderHealth recognized a 
need for enhanced services in a specialized 
afternoon program.

There are significant numbers of people 
with developmental disabilities living in 
North Seattle, but there are few programs to 
meet the specific needs of this population, 
especially younger adults.

The Ravenna Get Active Program runs 
from 1 to 5 p.m., Monday through Friday.  
It has a strong focus on therapeutic exer-
cise and functional living skills, helping 
participants become more independent in 
their day-to-day activities. It also strives 
for work-readiness by developing commu-
nication and interpersonal skills. Vocational 

review and referral is part of the program 
as well, to clarify goals for those who are 
transitioning into the workforce or seeking 
activity in retirement.

The Get Active Program is one of many 
ElderHealth Northwest programs. Elder-
Health Northwest is a provider of health and 
social services for frail elders and people 
with disabilities, aiming to help participants 
maintain their health, avoid isolation and 
remain in a stable living situation. 

ElderHealth also offers a specialized 
adult day health program for persons with 
Alzheimer’s disease and other forms of cog-
nitive loss. Yet another program is designed 
for persons with acquired brain injuries. 

ElderHealth was founded in 1976 and 
is now recognized by the Robert Wood 
Johnson Foundation — the largest U.S. 
foundation devoted to health care — as a 
National Model Adult Day Center.

In addition to its day centers, ElderHealth 
has two supported living homes for people 
with chronic conditions (such as memory 
loss) who need personalized attention and 
access to intensive services. ElderHealth 
also provides in-home services, care con-
sultation and volunteer companionship. 

ElderHealth Northwest provides services 
on a sliding fee scale. A variety of funding 
sources are available. To find out more, 
call 206-528-5315 or visit http://www.
elderhealth.org.

Doug Harkness is the director of market-
ing and communications for ElderHealth 
Northwest.

Get Active Program participants work on their daily journals.
PHOTO COURTESY OF ELDERHEALTH NORTHWEST

Community notes

Advocates II hosts annual meeting
Residents of 14 Seattle Senior 

Housing Program buildings attended 
the third Annual Meeting of The Advo-
cates II last month at University House 
in Wallingford. The event included a 
catered luncheon followed by a busi-
ness meeting.

Advocates President Jean Ander-
son brought residents up to date on 
the work of The Advocates II in the 
past year and reported on a meeting 
with Seattle Housing Authority Execu-
tive Director Tom Tierney and Senior 
Property Manager Judith Anderson. 

Both Tierney and Anderson pledged 
cooperation with The Advocates II, es-

pecially in working to create mutual 
respect between SSHP residents and 
SHA employees who work in SSHP 
buildings.

Tierney indicated that he would like 
to meet with The Advocates II again 
during the year.   

Among those present at the lun-
cheon were representatives of the 
newly-formed SHA Senior Joint Policy 
Advisory Committee, which had its 
first meeting in July.

The Advocates II meets on the sec-
ond Thursday of each month at 2 p.m. 
The location varies; please call 206-
282-2229 or 206-217-9451 for more 
information.

Olive Ridge resident 
celebrates 106th birthday
BY KARI SHERRODD

Seattle Housing Authority

An energetic rendition 
of “Happy Birthday” could 
be heard from the Olive 
Ridge community room last 
month. 

At the far end of the room, 
Olive Ridge resident Bernice 
Johnston was sitting in front 
of a large white-frosted birth-
day cake. 

She was smiling at neigh-
bors, friends and family who 
came to help celebrate her 
106th birthday. 

“Thank you so much for 

PHOTO BY KARI SHERRODD

Bernice Johnston (on right) opens a birthday present 
from Rhoda Grimm.

coming,” she said to everyone. “Thank 
you so much.”

Johnston was happy to have a birthday 
party and for everyone to celebrate with 
her, explained Kerry Clark, who drove from 
Portland to help celebrate her grandmoth-
er’s birthday.

Johnston was born on August 11, 1900 
and, needless to say, has experienced a lot 
over the past 106 years. 

She has seen a variety of social move-
ments, 19 presidents in office, civil war, 
and world wars. 

She has also raised her daughter and 
today has eight grandchildren and many 
great-grandchildren.

“Bernice is in good health for her age,” 
said her son-in-law John Roberts. She still 
does a lot on her own like reading the news-

paper and singing weekly with her friend 
Rhoda Grimm. 

Grimm, who has been friends with 
Johnston for about three years, said she 
looks forward to the once- or twice-a-week 
visits, which almost always include drink-
ing tea and singing songs that they both 
enjoy. Johnston has many of the songs 
memorized.  

Johnston does need help with some 
daily chores, which she receives from her 
caregiver Christiana Bultedaob. But even 
Bultedaob says that Johnston really knows 
what she is doing.

“She’s very bright,” said Bultedaob. 
“And a sweetheart,” added Roberts.
Johnston has lived at Olive Ridge since 

the early 70s and was the third person to 
move into the building when it opened. 

Primeau Place residents are 
part of Seattle tradition
BY VOICE STAFF

People come from across the 
country to watch fish throwing 
at Pike Place Market. It’s a ritual 
that’s well-known: after a custom-
er selects their catch, a fishmonger 
hollers and tosses the fish to a 
cashier who rings up the sale. 

What is not so well known is 
what happens to the fish after it 
sails through the air. No need to 
worry, the residents of Primeau 
Place have that part covered. 

The fish goes straight into a bed 
of newspapers that residents of the 
Seattle Senior Housing Program 
building have collected, sorted 
and sold to the fishmongers, doing their part 
to keep the Seattle tradition alive.

At the center of the effort is Henry 
Green, the 80-something-year-old resident 
who has been organizing the sale for over 
15 years. 

Every other week, Green and a handful 
of friends gather their neighbors’ recycled 
newspapers, sort out all of the pages printed 
with colored ink and roll what’s left into 10 
pound bundles.

Green has some rules for the meeting: 
a little music always gets things going, 
someone brings a snack for the group and 
absolutely no complaining about health 
problems is allowed.

“We don’t want to come down and hear 

about toe aches,” he said. “We leave that 
in the lobby.”

Instead, Dennis Laine piles the papers 
on the tables, Green, Bob Fuller, Kit Bry-
ant, Stan Czerwinshki and Elvira Frenkel 
sort the papers and Ethel Luke ties the 
bundles.

Fuller also works as Green’s backup, 
making sure the fish mongers pick up the 
papers when the storage room is full.

The effort pulls in about $80 for 7 to 800 
pounds of paper, which takes about four 
months to collect. The group has used the 
money to buy a television, VCR and other 
amenities for the community room.

“We enjoy the time,” Fuller said. “It’s a 
good reason to get together.”

PHOTO BY STACY SCHWANDT

Henry Green (at right) and Ethel Luke sort 
newspapers to be sold to Pike Place Market.
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High Point steps out for health

PHOTO BY KELLY MCKINNEY

Willie Austin of the Austin Foundation leads High Point residents in an exercise at the 
Healthy Homes and Healthy Living fair last month. Austin provided the keynote speech 
for the event, which was sponsored by organizations including Neighborhood House, 
SafeFutures and Seattle Neighborhood Group. The event kicked off with 20 people 
joining a walking tour led by High Point residents Marlena Okimow, Dina Cheth and 
Trang Truong. Afterwards, more than 70 people gathered for healthy food and a sneak 
peek at the High Point walking map, which includes tips on exercising safely.

Regular Voice contributor reviews film
Writer’s viewpoint 

BY CLAIRE MCDANIEL

Seattle Housing Authority

“People come and go, but people are not 
communities.” This is the opening thought 
of “High Point Diaries — Coming Home,” 
and the touching sentiment resonates 
throughout the film. 

This third and final installment in the 
High Point Diaries series was produced by 
students in the Chief Sealth High School 
Sports and Events Marketing program and 
Sealth Television Production class. 

The film is packed with flashbacks of the 
history of the neighborhood that feel like 
personal home movies. 

It is enhanced by interviews with a range 
of people who have taken part in the rede-
velopment — residents from the original 
and renovated High Point neighborhood, 
architects, contractors, Seattle Housing 
Authority employees involved with the 
High Point project, former SHA Executive 
Director Harry Thomas and Seattle Mayor 
Greg Nickels, among others. 

The story goes all the way back to a 
lumberman, Isaac Ellis, who claimed the 
land and sold off pieces of what would later 
become High Point. In 1928, the land was 
sold to realtors who intended to turn it into 
“high-class suburbs,” but then the Great 
Depression hit them hard and the money 
was lost.

In the film, Thomas explains that the 
Housing Authority was given powers to 
develop the land into temporary housing 
for thousands of defense workers in the 
1940s. Many interviewees descibe how as 
low-income and racially-diverse groups of 
people moved into the area, neighbors were 
concerned about the area’s reputation and 
problems that transients and integration 
could bring. 

As time went on, High Point developed a 
stigma for crime and a reputation for being 
a “bad” neighborhood. But, the filmmakers’ 
extensive interviews revealed that there was 
also great a feeling of unity and pride even 
in the midst of these difficulties. 

A sense of community existed and people 
watched out for each other.

Tom Phillips, Seattle Housing Authori-
ty’s senior development program manager, 
who is managing the redevelopment of 
High Point, speaks of wanting the renovated 
High Point not to be “projects” but a part of 
the greater West Seattle area. 

Architects and engineers working on the 
planning decided to focus on sustainability, 
or living in harmony with the environment, 
he said. The team was open to new ideas 
and everything seemed to flow together in 
a “positive perfect storm.” 

Residents of the original community 
were asked for their input and one of the 

results was that the new neighborhood 
was anchored around a couple of mature 
trees that residents didn’t want removed. It 
was difficult to incorporate them but well 
worth the results — a housing community 
that looks like it has been around for a 
long time.  

Still, change was hard and for those 
residents who lived in the old High Point, 
because their sense of community was lost. 
As Kari-lynn Frank, former High Point 
community builder put it, “…memories and 
history are attached to where you live.” 

One long-time resident of both the origi-
nal and renovated High Point illustrated this 
sentiment when she said she missed the old 
clothes lines which to her represented the 
way things were and how much they’ve 
changed.

But, as Mayor Greg Nickels pointed out, 
“a community is people not houses.” 

Throughout the film, the expressions on 
the faces of all involved in and affected by 
High Point tell a poignant story. 

People weren’t sure who to trust, which 
made building new relationships between 
people crucial.

The film has a nostalgic feel, and the 
accompanying music fits the scenes and 
creates a sentimental mood. Quotes and 
background music express feelings of loss 
(“Goodbye my old friend,” “Days I’ll re-
member all my life”) while some previously 
skeptical residents who moved into the 
renovated homes give the impression that 
the original goals had been reached. 

 “You don’t feel belittled by living here,” 
one says. “It feels like home,” another of-
fers.

There is a bit of repetition in the inter-
views but, on the whole, the viewer comes 
away feeling that something great has been 
accomplished at High Point although, as 
always, trade-offs were made. 

An impressive amount of information is 
packed into this 45-minute film, especially 
in representing the emotional impact of 
living in the original community and go-
ing through the complex redevelopment 
process. However, the three goals stated 
by Phillips seemed to have been achieved: 
great design, an engaged community and a 
healthy community. 

One resident boiled it down to practicali-
ties: “…housing used to mean a few pieces 
of furniture to sleep and eat on…now I have 
a dishwasher, a freezer and security.” 

There will be public screenings of the 
film at the High Point branch of the Seattle 
Public Library in October and November. 
Call 206-684-7454 for the dates and times. 
VHS video copies of the first installment of 
the series is available for check out at the 
library. Ask the librarian about the availabil-
ity of the second and third segments.

“Diaries” is emotional look at redevelopment

Fenced area marks 
start of redevelopment’s 
second phase
SEATTLE HOUSING AUTHORITY

Work has begun on fencing off the area 
just south of the new High Point neighbor-
hood, which will soon become the second 
phase of the redevelopment. The last resi-
dents moved from the area in May. 

Buildings, roads, and utilities will then be 
demolished to make way for construction of 
a new mixed-income community. After de-
molition, contractor Tri-State Construction 
will build new roads and utility lines and 
prepare the ground for the new buildings. 
They will also build the new Commons 
Park in the center of High Point. 

Afterwards, the Seattle Housing Author-
ity will seek a contractor to build 256 new 
rental units. (The first phase has 344 new 
rentals.) Phase II will look and feel very 
similar to what we now see at the new High 

Point. Once construction is finished, the two 
phases will be seamlessly integrated. 

A major part of the redevelopment is the 
rebuilding of the Southwest Sylvan/Morgan 
corridor into a safer, more pedestrian-
friendly, tree-lined street. The speed of 
traffic will be reduced. A new traffic signal 
at 32nd Avenue Southwest will make street 
crossings safer for children walking to and 
from school. 

During construction in the second half 
of 2007, the Sylvan/Morgan street corridor 
will be closed for all traffic. 

Tri-State has hired a team to work with 
the High Point and West Seattle communi-
ties, so that construction-related inconve-
niences will be minimized. Their upcoming 
newsletter will provide contact information 
and an up-to-date project schedule. 

Web site is full of useful information
At the High Point Web site, http://

www.highpointneighborhood.org, 
you’ll find descriptions of recent High 
Point awards, photos of the renovation 
process, community information such 
as volunteer opportunities and links to 
the Seattle Housing Authority Web site. 

You’ll also learn how to apply for 
Building Blocks Community Projects 

funds, see a calendar of events, and 
be able to make use of a translation 
link on the Directory of Services page.

The site is also home to the two most 
recent months of The Voice newspaper. 
High Point is in the process of hiring a 
new Community Builder but until then, 
please contact Vicky Yuki at 206-615-
3594 or vyuki@seattlehousing.org with 
your questions and comments.

School board gives green 
light to building merger
BY VOICE STAFF

The Seattle School Board gave the 
green light in late July to a plan that would 
close Fairmount Park Elementary School 
and merge its students into the High Point 
Elementary School building beginning in 
the fall of 2007.

The merger was one of many school 
closures and consolidations approved by 
the school board. It’s being done to help 
reduce budget shortfalls and improve the 
quality of education around the district, 
news reports said.

Seattle Public Schools Superintendent 
Raj Manhas issued a preliminary report 
recommending the change in June.

In their July decision, members of the 
school board instructed Manhas to develop 
a second list of schools to close or merge, 
including a suggestion for an additional 
school to close in West Seattle. 

Board members asked Manhas to present 
the new list at the school board’s Sept. 18 
meeting. More information on the closures 
can be found on the district’s Web site at 
http://www.seattleschools.org
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Sculptures to spin tales of 
residents’ cultural heritage

SEATTLE HOUSING AUTHORITY

In a few months’ time, the two-block-
long median along South Columbian Way 
between South Alaska Street and Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Way South will be trans-
formed into a sculpture garden — a spin-
ning, whirling sculpture garden created 
to delight residents of Rainier Vista and 
passers-by alike.

Seattle artist Carl Smool has been com-
missioned to design, engineer, fabricate and 
supervise the installation of eight “whirli-
gigs” — sculptures meant to honor the folk 
tales of some of the countries Columbia 
City residents hail from. 

Each will be a three-foot metal construc-
tion, scooped and shaped to catch the wind, 
spinning atop a 17-foot pole.

The $13,000 project, funded by the 
contractors who are redeveloping Rainier 
Vista, will be installed this fall.

Smool began the project by reading 
hundreds of stories and folk-tales from all 
over the world, selecting seven for the first 
phase of the project. (The second phase, a 
single whirligig, not yet designed, will be a 
collaboration between Smool and children 
who live in and near Rainier Vista.)

“I read the stories for visual possibilities 
and also for putting together a diverse range 
of cultural sources,” Smool said recently. 
After selecting the stories his sculptures 
will illustrate, Smool prepared sketches 
and worked out the sculptures’ bearing 
system. 

The sculptures are made of cut, rolled, 
polished and painted stainless steel. The 
poles that hold them aloft are also stain-
less steel.

Nearby, along Rainier Avenue South 
from Martin Luther King, Jr. Way to Rose 
Street, are 39 other whirligigs dating from 
1993. Four of them were designed by 
Smool, the rest by students from Franklin, 
Rainier Beach and Cleveland high schools 
in collaboration with Smool.

Smool said he found this project en-
trancing. 

“Art has always been this constant re-
cycling of stories, images and themes,” he 
said. “What I find fascinating about these 
stories is how they’re told and the fact that 
wherever you go around the world you find 
similar characters and situations. Although 
they’re all different, the stories are the 
same in many respects — and they’re all 
so inventive and clever.”

Copies of the booklet containing the sev-
en stories that inspired Smool, illustrated 
with his preliminary sketches, are available 
at Neighborhood House in Rainier Vista.

  

ILLUSTRATION BY CARL SMOOL

Artist Carl Smool’s whirligig uses corn 
husks to illustrate the Mexican “Story of 
Corn.”

 The Story of Corn
A Mexican Folk-Tale

A poor widow and her son were hun-
gry and so sought help from the Mother 
of Maize, who at first appeared like a 
dove. Changing her appearance to a 
human one, the Mother of Maize gave 
her visitors a magic bowl of maize and 
told them to return in five days. 

She needed time to talk to her daugh-
ters, who symbolized the five sacred col-
ors of maize: white, red, yellow, mottled 
and blue, thinking one of them might like 
to marry the widow’s son. 

At first her daughters cried at the very 
idea, but Blue Maize Girl secretly liked 
the son, and when he and the widow 
returned she shyly offered to go with 
them. But because Blue Maize Girl was 
rather delicate, her mother said under 
no circumstances was she to work.

At first all went well. For five nights 
in a row, while Blue Maize Girl, her 
new husband and his mother slept, the 
girl’s brother crept into the house and 
left gifts of corn. 

Soon there was plenty to eat, and 
it became necessary to clear land for 
planting. Blue Maize Girl gave instruc-
tions how to do this, and by the fifth day 
the young man had cleared so much 
land that Blue Maize Girl had to hide 
his machete to make him stop.

Meanwhile, the widow had been 
busy preparing food, but after a while 
she grew tired of Blue Maize Girl doing 
nothing to help and scolded her, calling 
her lazy. 

Blue Maize Girl, stung by this re-
proach, began to grind corn. But be-
cause she was delicate, and because 
she was corn, she found herself grinding 
away parts of her own body. Soon the 
cornmeal was stained with her blood. 
She ran back to her mother’s house in 
tears.

When she saw the condition of her 
daughter, the Mother of Maize grew 
angry. And when the young man discov-
ered his precious wife gone, he became 
distraught. So angry was he with his 
own mother that he drove her away 
and pleaded with the Mother of Maize 
to allow his wife to return. Blue Maize 
Girl loved her husband and wanted to 
go back to help him plant the field, and 
so the Mother of Maize relented. But 
since that time, much sweat, care and 
ceremony is needed to grow corn.

— from “The Whirligigs of Rainier 
Vista,” adapted by Anna Balint

Coffee group offers 
place for fellowship

BY KATHRYN TYBERG

Voice reporter

Chinese and Vietnamese seniors intently 
followed leader Dang La in the slow and 
calming Tai Chi exercises that kicked-off 
the weekly Vietnamese Coffee Talk meeting 
in Rainier Vista in late July. 

Since its beginning two years ago, the 
coffee talk has evolved into a structured 
and enjoyable time for residents to join with 
one another to exercise, learn about events 
in their community and hear from speakers 
on issues concerning their well-being.

Seattle Housing Authority Community 
Builder Naomi Chang has led the meetings 
since April, building relationships with the 
residents who come regularly and inviting  
speakers from the greater Seattle area. 

They are “getting together to raise (their) 
voice and talk about (the) concerns of the 
community,” Chang said.

The group attracts about 20 seniors from 
the Rainier Vista community who speak 
Vietnamese or Chinese. 

Though individuals outside the com-
munity are welcome, those currently 
participating live in Providence Gamelin 
House, Snoqualmie Place, Judi McBride 
Court and individual houses in the Rainier 
Vista community. 

The residents of Rainier Vista look like a 

big family, explains Lai Hing Ng, a resident 
of Providence Gamelin House. Vietnamese 
Coffee Talk allows for an intimate setting 
for residents to meet new people in the 
community. 

The residents who are a part of the group 
come not only to enjoy sharing food, coffee 
and tea with friends, but also to bring a sense 
of commitment, ownership and service to 
the group. Residents help in planning the 
agenda of the meetings, providing structure 
and inviting others to the meetings. 

Last month, a social service specialist 
from Public Health spoke about senior ser-
vices available to residents of Rainier Vista. 
She provided residents with information in 
different languages regarding energy and 
utility programs, employment resources and 
a book of special discounts for seniors. 

Other speakers have covered topics 
including Medicare, computer resources, 
recycling, transportation, nonviolent com-
munication techniques and nutrition. 

After the presentation, resident Lai Hing 
Ng told Chang that the residents appreciate 
her support and Chang expressed that she 
could not do it without their contribution. 

For more information, call Chang at 206-
722-4010. The group meets on Thursdays 
from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. in the community 
room (#301) on the second floor of the Mc-
Bride Court Building, 4521 29th Ave. S.

PHOTO BY KATHRYN TYBERG

Residents gather for Rainier Vista’s monthly coffee talk.

The Job Connection helps 
resident build career
SEATTLE HOUSING AUTHORITY

Congratulations are in order for Long 
Ngo, a former resident of Rainier Vista who 
was recently hired as a field engineer for the 
Turner Construction Group.

Ngo worked his way up to this high-
salaried position by relying on the skills, 
professionalism and accuracy he learned 
along the way. 

To build his career, Ngo sought help 
from The Job Connection, the Seattle Hous-
ing Authority’s job placement service.

Counselors at The Job Connection helped 
Ngo land jobs as a professional apprentice 
carpenter for Walsh Construction Co. and 
as a designer of sprinkler systems. 

The project management skills he 
learned in these positions helped him a 
year ago when he interviewed for an ap-
prentice project manager position with 
Seattle Parks and Recreation, a position 
that had been created cooperatively with 
the Seattle Housing Authority.

Ngo worked hard in this one-year posi-
tion and earned recommendations from 
his bosses. These recommendations, along 
with his demonstrated ability to manage 
projects from blueprints through comple-
tion, served him well during his interview 
with Turner.

For more information about The Job 
Connection call 206-722-4010.

Community room reopening
The Neighborhood House Rainier 

Vista Center community room is ex-
pected to reopen this month.

Permits have been granted for oc-
cupancy while the contractor awaits 
the arrival of materials to complete 
the restoration. The room will close 
temporarily when the parts arrive.

The community room was closed 
in July after a car drove into the 
building. No one was injured in the 
accident.
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Web site is full of useful information
At the NewHolly Web site, http://

www.newholly.org, you’ll find an elec-
tronic version of the NewHolly neighbor-
hood newsletter, photos of community 
events, announcements of upcoming 
activities. 

You’ll also find links to the Seattle 
Housing Authority Web site, a site fea-
turing homes for sale, the application 
for the Building Blocks Community 
Fund, a calendar of events, a transla-
tion link on the Directory of Services 
page and electronic versions of the 
two most recent months of The Voice 
newspaper.

If you have ideas for the site or would 
like to share your opinions, please con-
tact Community Builder Joy Bryngel-
son at 206-723-1725 or by e-mail at 
jbryngelson@seattlehousing.org.

Arts Gumbo features Arab arts
On Saturday, September 9, Arts 

Gumbo opens with a celebration of 
Arab arts and film.

At 6 p.m. the MB Orchestra will per-
form at the Rainier Valley Cultural Cen-
ter, 3515 S. Alaska St. The orchestra 
features internationally-renowned oud 
player Maurice Sadak Rouman. 

An Arabic line dancing workshop fol-
lows the performance with traditional 
Arab food provided by Bil-Hana. A film 
about the Kurdish experience, “Turtles 
Can Fly,” will be screened at 9 p.m. 

 Arts Gumbo is a cultural series or-
ganized by SouthEast Effective Devel-
opment, a nonprofit organization that 
aims to strengthen Southeast Seattle 
neighborhoods through arts and cul-
tural programs, affordable housing 
and economic development. 

Residents help neighbors 
with transportation services
BY COLENE BAKER

Special to The Voice 

Have you ever had difficulty using the 
bus system? 

Are you interested in carpooling or van-
sharing but unsure of how to find people to 
partner with? 

Do you have a disability and an interest 
in obtaining a reduced fare permit? 

Now there are people right in your own 
community who can help with these and 
many other transportation-related issues. 

A few years ago, King County Metro 
Transit developed and tested a program 
that created transportation ambassadors in 
neighborhoods. 

It recruited people from different lan-
guage speaking communities in NewHolly 
and provided them with training about 
transportation alternatives. These resi-
dential transportation coordinators then 
worked in their neighborhoods to increase 
understanding and use of the transit and 
rideshare alternatives. 

Mobility, Inc. a private car-sharing 
agency working with Metro also introduced 
Flexcar throughout the Rainier Valley.

This month, King County Metro re-
introduced the Residential Transportation 
Coordinator program at NewHolly and ex-
panded it to Rainier Vista. Similar to block 
watch programs aimed at crime reduction, 
the intent of this program is establish a 
grassroots, community-based network to 

help residents understand and gain access 
to transportation. 

The coordinators are residents of New-
Holly and Rainier Vista who have been 
selected by Metro to distribute information 
and provide assistance with transportation-
related issues. They have been trained by 
Metro staff and have been provided with a 
variety of different resources, including bus 
schedules and maps, training videos, appli-
cations and other informational materials. 

The residential transportation coordina-
tors are ready and willing to help! 

They speak a number of different lan-
guages in addition to English, so select 
the one who knows the language you are 
most comfortable speaking. If you have a 
question about transportation, these are the 
people to talk to.

To contact a coordinator, call 425-943-
6787 and choose the language desired.

Press 1 for help in Amharic if you live 
in Rainier Vista, press 8 for Amharic help 
in NewHolly, press 2 for the Blackfeet Na-
tion (Bikani), press 3 for Laotian or Thai, 
4 for Oromo, 5 for Samoan, 6 for Somali, 
7 for Tagalog, 8 for Tigrigna and 9 for 
Vietnamese.   

For help in English if you live in New-
Holly, press extensions 2, 4, 5, 6, 7, or 8. 
For help in English if you live in Rainier 
Vista, press extensions 1, 3, or 9.

Colene Baker is a training and project 
specialist for King County Metro Depart-
ment of Transportation.

Crime prevention 
meeting draws crowd

Seattle Police Officer Marc Solomon, at right, talks with a NewHolly residents about 
ways to come together as a community to fight crime and vandalism.

PHOTO COURTESY OF SEATTLE HOUSING AUTHORITY

BY SCOTT FREUTEL

Seattle Housing Authority

The Crime Prevention and Safety Train-
ing meeting held at NewHolly’s Gathering 
Hall last month might easily have turned 
into a gripe session, no more. 

But thanks to skilled organizing and 
facilitating on the part of several NewHolly 
residents and clear suggestions on the part 
of a Seattle Police Department officer, the 
event proved a powerful step in building a 
strong sense of community. 

Some 60 residents, including both ten-
ants and homeowners, attended the event. 
Officer Marc Solomon, Seattle Police 
Department’s block watch coordinator, was 
the featured speaker.

Residents Mohamed Hassan, Ali Mo-
hamed, Dahir Mohamed and Adron Yusuf 
organized and facilitated the meeting. Three 
weeks earlier, after they heard about a resi-
dential break-in, the group began meeting 
with Joy Bryngelson, NewHolly’s commu-
nity builder, and others to plan the agenda. 

After a brief introduction by Bryngel-
son, who said that the larger purpose of 
the evening’s meeting was “making this 
neighborhood its residents’ dream com-
munity,” the facilitators provided an over-
view of residents’ concerns about crime 
and safety.

Problems such as vandalism and the 
destruction of property caused by young 
people attracted the most attention.

A question frequently asked by residents 
of NewHolly, as elsewhere, Solomon said, 
is, “Where are the parents? Why are these 
children not being held accountable?” 

One audience member drew loud ap-
plause when she said, “If I’m responsible 
for my kids, everybody else should be 
responsible for theirs.” 

NewHolly has also witnessed some 
crimes by adults, of course, notably car 
prowls and burglaries. Solomon pointed out 
that the level of these crimes in NewHolly 
is about the same as in other communities 
in the same part of the city. In fact, he said, 
this summer car prowls and burglaries are 
up all across Seattle.

Solomon said one of his goals for the 
meeting was to simply encourage people 
to report crimes. He strongly urged those 

gathered to use the 911 system for matters 
large and small.

“The more people call in, the quicker 
the response,” he said. “If you don’t call, 
we don’t come. If you don’t tell us there’s 
a problem, we don’t know about it. Use 
the system.” 

He said it’s perfectly all right to call 911 
even if you think what you’re calling about 
may not be an actual emergency. 

“Just tell the operator what the situation 
is and you’ll be connected with the appro-
priate resource person,” he said.

Solomon added that some people are 
afraid to call 911 for fear of retribution or 
because they think the criminal act they 
may have witnessed just wasn’t that big 
a deal. But he pointed out that the police 
never reveal the names of people who report 
an incident to the 911 call center. 

In offering to help residents of NewHolly 
set up block watches, Solomon said that 
most home burglaries happen in daytime 
hours, when most residents are at work, 
and he stressed the importance of know-
ing one’s neighbors and at least something 
about their schedules and habits. 

“Get out and talk with one another,” he 
said. “Communication is the essence of a 
successful block watch.” 

After people had aired their concerns, the 
facilitators asked for solutions. 

Among the suggestions offered was say-
ing hello to one another — to neighbors and 
their children and especially to strangers. 
Let strangers know you see them, know 
you’re keeping an eye out on their comings 
and goings.

Others suggested getting the communi-
ty’s young people constructively involved 
in helping to solve problems. Neighbors 
reminded each other to be sure garage doors 
are closed completely before driving off.

Bryngelson pointed out that the City’s 
Department of Neighborhoods can fund 
certain community activities and enhance-
ments. The department can pay for signs, 
publications and for community outreach 
activities of all kinds. 

What’s needed, she said, is initiative 
on the part of residents to find out what’s 
available by way of financial and other as-
sistance — and for those residents to keep 
enough momentum going to ask for it.

Park now closes at 10 p.m.
SEATTLE HOUSING AUTHORITY

Thanks in part to advocacy work done 
by NewHolly residents, Seattle Parks and 
Recreation has changed the hours of opera-
tion at John C. Little Park.

The park will now close at 10 p.m., one 
hour earlier.

“In addition to changing the closure time, 
Seattle Police Department and Parks and 
Recreation now recognize that the hours 
of operation for all the parks in Othello 
Corridor need to be enforced,” said Seattle 
Housing Authority Community Builder Joy 
Bryngelson, who worked with residents on 

the issue.
Over 50 neighbors signed a petition to 

change the park hours, arguing that all the 
parks in the area should have consistent 
hours in order to discourage negative 
behavior.

Those who see after-hours activity in 
John C. Little Park should call 911.

Parks owned by Seattle Housing Author-
ity, including Shaffer Park in NewHolly’s 
Phase I and Central Park in Phase III, also 
close at 10 p.m. Residents who see activity 
after hours in those parks should call Action 
Force One Security at 206-571-2994. 
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Web site is full of useful information
Visit the Yesler Terrace Web site, 

at http://www.yeslerterrace.org, to 
check out historical photos and links 
to services such as International Dis-
trict Housing Alliance, Seattle P-Patch 
Program, Neighborhood House and 
Head Start. 

You’ll also find links to the Seattle 
Housing Authority Web site, the ap-
plication for the Building Blocks Com-
munity Fund, a calendar of events, a 
translation link on the Directory of 
Services page and electronic versions 
of the two most recent months of The 
Voice newspaper.  

If you have ideas for additional in-
formation to add to the site, please 

contact Community Builder Ellen 
Ziontz at 206-343-7484 or by e-mail  
at eziontz@seattlehousing.org.

This publication needs you!
The Voice is always eager for readers 

to offer submissions or story ideas.
If you’d like to discuss an idea you 

have, ask questions about how to sub-
mit a letter to the editor or just find out 
more about how the publication is pro-
duced, feel free to contact Editor Stacy 
Schwandt at 206-461-8430, ext. 227 
or by e-mail at stacys@nhwa.org.

You may also mail your submissions 
to: The Voice, 905 Spruce St. #200, 
Seattle, WA 98104.

Thanks for your support!

Notes from the manager
BY JUDI CARTER

Senior Property Manager

It’s fall and sure enough, the leaves are 
starting to fall. The children are at long last 
headed back to school. 

The community is looking dry and 
parched after our very warm summer. The 
rains should begin soon. There is probably 
time to get the lawn mowed one more time 
before the leaves need to be raked up. 

A couple of days ago, some children 
asked me if there was anything they could 
do to earn some money to buy some shoes 
for school. I suggested that they talk to 
their neighbors about raking the leaves for 
a couple of bucks. Consider it — it could 
help a kid and save your back!

And, speaking of going back to school, 
the excitement of a new year at school, 
with new teachers and old friends to see, 
can sometimes make a child forget to look 
while crossing the street. 

It is very important that all drivers watch 
out for children. Driving slowly at inter-
sections and when backing out of parking 
slots is always a good idea, but now it is 

especially important. Children will be run-
ning for their school buses, so please be 
extra observant.

Have you lost a set of keys or an earring? 
There is a drawer in the management office 
that has two or three sets of keys and one 
or two single earrings that individuals have 
found and turned in. Come by and see if 
yours are here. 

I also noticed that the lost and found 
table at the community center is pretty full 
of kids’ coats and assorted items. If your son 
or daughter came home without a jacket, 
you might suggest that they check the lost 
and found next time they go to the center.

This summer a number of new families 
moved into Yesler Terrace. 

If you have a new neighbor, it would 
be nice if you invited them to come to the 
community council meeting with you. 

The next meeting will be held in the 
Jesse Epstein building, 905 Spruce Street, 
on Sept. 19. It starts at 6 p.m. and is over 
by 8 p.m. 

Attending the council meeting is a great 
way to find out what is going on in our 
neighborhood.

Yesler citizen committee to 
meet on October 12
SEATTLE HOUSING AUTHORITY

The first meeting of a citizens’ review 
committee for Yesler Terrace redevelop-
ment will take place at 2 p.m. on Oct. 12 at 
the Yesler Terrace Community Center. 

Chaired by former Seattle Mayor Nor-
man B. Rice, the committee will be made 
up of community stakeholders, including 
residents, who are invested in the future of 
Yesler Terrace. 

All of the citizens’ committee meetings 
are open to the public for observation, al-
though public participation will be limited 
to future community workshops.

The initial goal of the committee is to 
spend at least a year developing a set of 
principles which will guide any redevelop-
ment efforts in the future.

“We will also be implementing additional 
programs and projects to involve residents 
of Yesler Terrace and others around the 
city in the planning process,” said Judith 
Kilgore, the Seattle Housing Authority’s 
development manager for Yesler. 

In the coming year, SHA will also host 
workshops and other opportunities to keep 
people informed and collect their view-
points.

Kilgore also stressed the importance of 

honoring Yesler’s rich history. 
“In discussing the process with Norman 

Rice, we have agreed that one of our most 
important commitments is to balance the 
value and history of the existing Yesler Ter-
race neighborhood with the needs of future 
generations,” she said. 

In considering any redevelopment proj-
ects on the site, SHA’s goals are threefold: 
to create social equity, to create economic 
opportunity for Yesler residents and others 
and to pursue environmental stewardship. 

Some people have expressed concern 
about what would happen to current resi-
dents during and after redevelopment. The 
Housing Authority is committed to involv-
ing Yesler’s residents meaningfully at every 
step and to making sure that everyone’s 
housing needs will continue to be met. 

Any redevelopment would continue to 
house current Yesler Terrace residents. At 
least 561 low-income units (equal to the 
current number), would be replaced through 
redevelopment efforts.

Kilgore welcomes all ideas about Yesler 
Terrace and is interested in meeting with 
groups or individuals to discuss Yesler’s fu-
ture. She can be reached at 206-615-3480 or 
by e-mail at jkilgore@seattlehousing.org.

A new neighbor moves 
to Yesler Terrace

PHOTO BY LISA MAYNARD

Kira Maynard, 4, and Katheryn Reed, 19, put a fresh 
coat of paint on the Sunday School classrooms in the 
new Rainier Unitarian Universalist Center, which was 
once the old Yesler Terrace gym.

BY MIKE WOLD

Special to The Voice

While many mainstream 
churches have left central Se-
attle, the Rainier Valley Unitar-
ian Universalist Congregation 
has done the opposite — it has 
left Rainier Valley for the old 
Yesler Terrace gym. 

While Unitarian churches 
are known for liberalism and 
support for social justice, the 
denomination’s center of grav-
ity is in white, middle-class, 
suburban congregations. 

The Rainier Valley Unitar-
ian Universalist Congregation, 
founded in 1998, is a conscious 
attempt to create an urban 
congregation with a difference. 
Its goal is to be involved with 
the multicultural communities 
around it, helping to transcend 
barriers of race and class by 
recognizing the “inherent worth and dig-
nity” of all human beings. 

Not only is the Yesler Terrace neighbor-
hood a good location to put that mission 
into practice, but the gym itself, with its 
meeting rooms, promises to be a commu-
nity resource, a place where neighborhood 
groups can meet or hold events.

Services are held every Sunday at 10:30 
a.m. starting Sept. 10. 

The congregation is applying for a grant 
to hire a coordinator, preferably a person of 
color, to develop a joint program with other 
community groups that will help define its 
mission at Yesler Terrace. 

Small in size, the congregation has never 
fully fulfilled its potential up to this point. 
The new location allows morning services, 
seen as key to bringing in more people, 
particularly families. 

“We’ve been talking for years about how 
to better serve families,” said Lisa Maynard, 
co-chair of the membership/outreach com-
mittee and mother of a kindergartner. “In 
our previous space, we had to hold services 
at 5 p.m. and that just doesn’t work for most 
families. We weren’t able to reach out and 
bring in a diversity of people that reflected 
our neighborhood.” 

The congregation has hired a director 
of religious education to work with par-
ents looking to educate their kids about 

tolerance, diversity, humanistic values and 
universal love of humanity. The program 
welcomes non-traditional families, includ-
ing partners of the same gender, multiracial 
families and single parents.

 Deciding to move was hard. Some of the 
members, on seeing the gym, pronounced 
it “dismal.” The abandoned building, large 
enough to hold two or three hundred people, 
promises a lot of work for a congregation 
of 50 adults. 

Nevertheless, this April, inspired by 
the possibility of a real “urban ministry,” 
the congregation voted overwhelmingly 
to move. By the end of June, the entrance 
foyer had been fixed up to make a cozy 
space. The gym itself — now called the 
“Great Room” — will be transformed for a 
grand opening on Sept. 17 featuring County 
Councilmember Larry Gossett. 

Everybody has pitched in, including the 
kids already in the group. 

One question left is whether the congre-
gation’s name will change. Yesler Terrace 
is not, after all, part of Rainier Valley. For 
now, the congregation is keeping its name, 
in deference to its history and because a 
new name should be determined jointly 
with the people who the congregation will 
reach with its new ministry.

Mike Wold is co-chair of the church’s 
membership and outreach committee.

Resident’s artwork on display
BY VOICE STAFF

Yesler Terrace resident Charles Parrish 
has six sculptures on display at the U.S. 
Bank building on First Avenue and Colum-
bia Street downtown.

The pieces, which have been placed in 
the lobby of the building, will be on display 
until the middle of October.

They include busts of Karl Marx, John 
Stanford, Desmond Tutu, Michael Jordan 
and William Sherman along with an inter-
pretive piece called “The Veteran.”

Yesler Terrace resident Charles Parrish 
has been paying homage to his heroes 
through sculpture for over 30 years.

His work has appeared in galleries across 
Seattle, including the Columbia City Gal-
lery, the Artists’ Gallery of Seattle and the 
Not Terminal Gallery. 

“I try to capture the feeling of personal-
ity, characteristic and likeness that portrays 
the person,” he said. “It’s what I see inside 
that person before and as I’m making the 
piece.”
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FLEXCAR - Chương trình Tìm 
Việc Làm - GIÚP ĐỞ CHO CƯ 
DÂN TRONG CÁC KHU GIA 
CƯ CÔNG CỘNG 

Flexcar là công ty chia sẻ việc xử 
dụng xe mà rất tiện lợi người dân sống 
trong quận hạt King. Tuy nhiên chương 
trình Flexcar’s Giúp Cho Việc Tìm Việc 
Làm  thì mới được phát động từ năm 
2005, là sự giúp đở tích cực cho cư dân 
sống trong các khu gia cư công cộng.

Hội viên của Flexcar thường trả lệ 
phí nộp đơn là $35 đô và lệ phí hàng 
năm là $40 đô, sau đó thì họ có thể dùng 
xe của công ty Flexcar bất cứ lúc nào 
họ cần. Những chiếc xe (của công ty 
Flexcar) thì có đậu sẵn ở các bãi đậu tiện 
lợi trong tòan vùng quận King, và các hội 
viên trả tiền theo giờ mà họ xử dụng. Giá 
biểu bắt dầu là $9 đô một giờ, tiền này 
chi phí cho xăng, bảo hiềm, bảo trì.

Đó là giá hời, nhưng chưong trình 
giúp tìm việc làm Job Access còn cung 
ứng cho cư dân trong các gia cư công 
cộng một (giá biểu khá hơn)- miễn lệ phí 
lúc nộp đơn, miễn lệ phí hội viên cho một 
năm, và giá biểu xử dụng là $2 đô một 
giờ.

Là một cư dân của Nha Cấp Phát Gia 
Cư SHA với lợi tức cố định, tôi thấy rằng 
tôi không thể sắm xe nỗi, đối với tôi việc 
xử dụng xe của công ty Flexcar là hợp 
lý”. Ông Al Mayo, cư dân ở khu Phinney 
Terrace đã nói như thế.

Ông Bradley Eddy, một cư dân của 
Nha Cấp Phát Gia Cư SHA đã nói công 
ty Flexcar đã cho ông “sự tư do, từ viêc 
tự làm chủ một chiếc xe” mà vẫn cung 
cấp sự tiện ích để làm công việc lặt vặt và 
chỏ (túi) thực phẩm (về nhà) mà không 
cần phải đi xe búyt”.

Để được hợp lệ cho chương trình, cư 
dân phải cư ngụ trong housing, có bằng 
lái xe hợp lệ, có thành tích lái xe tốt, có 
thẻ rút tiền hay thẻ Tín Dụng. Các đương 
đơn phải từ 21 đến 75 tuổi. Muốn biết 
thêm chi tiết và ghi tên, xin vào trang 
mạng: http://www.flexcar.com/jobaccess.

የፍሌክስካር የስራ ፕሮግራም 
በሕዝብ መተዳደሪያ ቤቶች 
የሚኖሩትን ይረዳል!

ፍሌክስካር በጋራ መኪና 
የሚረዳዳበት ካምፓኒ ሲሆን ለረጅም 
ጊዜ ለኪንግ ካውንቲ ኗሪዎች 
ጥቅም ሲሰጥ ቆይቷል፡፡  ቢሆንም 
የፍሌክስካር የስራ አክሰስ ፕሮግራም  

በ2005 ዓም የተጀመረው በሕዝብ 
መተዳደሪያ ቤቶች ስር ላሉ ኗሪዎች 
ትልቅ እርዳታ ሰጥቷል፡፡

የፍሌክስካር አባሎች ለማመልከቻ 
$35.00 ሲከፍሉ በየዓመቱ ደግሞ 
$40.00 ለአባልነት ይከፍላሉ፡፡ ይህም 
ማንኛውንም የፍሌክስካር መኪናዎች 
የትም ቦታ ሆነው መጠቀም 
ይችላሉ፡፡ መኪኖቹ በየካውንቲው 
አማካኝ ቦታዎች ላይ ቆመው ሲገኙ 
አባሎች መጠቀም ከፈለጉ በሰአት 
ይከፍላሉ፡፡ ክፍያው በሰዓት $9.00 
ሲሆን ይህም የነዳጅ፣ የኢንሹራንስና 
ለጥገና የሚያስፈልገውን ለመሸፈን 
ነው፡፡

ይህ ጥሩ አጋጣሚ ሲሆን የስራ 
አክሰስ ፕሮግራም ደግሞ በሕዝብ 
የመኖሪያ ቤቶች የሚተዳደሩትን 
ከአንድ እርምጃ በተሻለ ያገለግላል፡፡ 
ይህም፡- የነፃ ማመልከቻና የዓመት 
አባልነት እንዲሁም በሰዓት እስከ 
$2.00 ባነሰ ማከራየት ነው፡፡

“ቋሚ በሆነ ገቢና በሲያትል የቤቶች 
በመተዳደር የራሴ የሆነ መኪና 
ይኖረኛል ብዬ አላስብም ነበር” 
በማለት የፍኒ ተረስ ኗሪ የሆነችው 
አል ማዬ ገለፀች፤ ቀጥላም “ለእኔ 

Mashruuca baabuurka sahlan 
shaqo dadka deggen guryaha 
dadweynaha

Flexcar waa baabuur laysla 
wadaagayo oo in badab la isticmaali 
jirey dadka King County  deggen. Hase 
yeesheeshaqada baabuurka sahlan 
mashruuciisa sannadkii 2005, mucaawimo 
weyn ayuu noqday dadka deggen guryaha 
dadweynaha. 

Xubnaha baabuurka sahlan caadi 
ahaan waxay bixiyaan $35 kirada arjiga 
iyo $40 sannadkiiba xubinnimada 
kiradeeda kaddib waxay isticmaali karaan 
baabuurta sahlan meesha ay uyabaan. Oo 
baabuurka yaal waddanka iyo xubnaha oo 
biya saacad hadka inta ay isticmaalaan, 
qiimaha wuxuu ku bilaabanayaa 
saacadiiba $9 si loo daboolo gaaska, 
caymiska iyo hagaajinta. 

Waa heshiis fiican, laakin 
mashruucaan waxaa fududeeya guryaha 
dadweynaha oo hal tallabo wanaagsan 
— arji lbilaash ah, sannad xubinnidamada 
bilaash ah,iyo qiinaha saacadiiba $2.

“Ka mid noqoshada Maamulka 
Guryaha ee Seattle deegaanka wuxuu 
hagaajiyey dakhliga. Waxaan aekay 
inaysan suurtagal ahayn baabuurkaaga 
sahlan,” waxaa yiri Phinney Terrace 
deggen Al Mayo. Xaggeyga xulashada 
wadidda baaburka sahlan wax buu I 
taray.”

Dadka deggen SHA Bradley Eddy 
yiri baabuurka sahlan siiyey xorriyad ka 
lahaashaha baabuur ” iyo sahlidda fudud 
ee dhaqaajinta iyo qaadista waxaad soo 
iibsato bus adoon raacin. 

Si aad ugu qalanto mashruucaan 
qofka waa inuu deggen yahay guryaha 
qiimaha yar, inuu haysto Warqadda 
baabuur wadidda,wadiddisu ay 
wanaagsan tahay, haysta warqadda 
Deynta ama xisaabta socota (debit ama 
credit card) Codsadaha waa inuu u 
dhexeeyaa 21 ilaa 75. si wax ka badan 
loo barto iyo is qoridda arag http://www.
flexcar.com/jobaccess. 

ናይ ፍለክስ ካር ናይ ስራሕ 
ፕሮግራም ንናይ መንግስቲ 
ኣባይቲ ተቐማጦ ይሕግዝ።

ፍለክስ ካር ናይ መኪና ምሽራኽ 
ካምፓኒ እዩ ንናይ ኪንግ ካውንቲ 
ተቐማጦ ድማ ዓቢ ሓገዝ ከበርክት 
ዝጸንሔ እዩ። ኮይኑ ግን ናይ ፍልክስ 
ካር ጆብ ኣክሰስ ፕሮግራም ብ2005 
ክጅምር ኣንከሎ ዓቢ ኣበርክቶ 
ንተቐመትቲ ናይ መንግስቲ ኣባይቲ 
ከበርክት እዩ።

ኣባላት ናይ ፍልክስ ካር ናይ 
ኣኣባልነት መመልከቲ $35 ቕርሺ 
ይኸፍሉ ከምኡውን ዓመታዊ ናይ 
ኣባልነት ክፍሊት $40 ቕርሺ ድሕሪ 
ምኽፋል ኣብ ዝኾነ እዋን ናይ ፍልክስ 
ካር ክጥቀሙ ይኽእሉ እተን መካይን 
ኣብ ምቹእ ኣብ ምሉእ ሃገር ናይ ከባቢ 
ፓርክ ድማ ይዕሸጋ ኣኣባላት ድማ 
ብሰዓታት ምሰረት ይካረይወን ኣብ 
ሰዓት ድማ $9 ቕርሺ ይኸፍሉ እዚ 
ድማ ጋዝን ኢንሹራንስን የጠቓልል።

ናይ ብሓቂ ጽቡቕ ዋጋ እዩ ናይ 
ጆብ እክሰስ ፕሮግራም ንናይ መንግስቲ 
ኣባይቲ ተቐማጦ ሓደ ደረጃ ብዝሓሸ 
መንገዲ ኣገልግሎት የቕርበሎም ንሱ 
ድማ ብንጻ ምምልካት ኣባልነት ነጻ ናይ 
ዓመት ዝኽፈል ናይ ኣባል ዋጋ ኣብ 
ሰዓት ድማ $2 ጥራይ የኽፍሉ።

“ናይ ስያትል ሃውሲን ተቐማጣይን 
ብትሑት እቶት ዝናበር ሰብ ብምዃነይ 
ናተይ መኪና ከጥሪ ተኽእሎ  የብለይን” 
ይብል ናይ ፊኒ ተረስ ተቐማጢ ኣኣል 
ማዮ” ንዓይ ናይ ፍልክስካር ምዝዋር 
ዓቢ ትርጉምን ቑምነገርን ኣለዎ” ኣስቤዛ 
ክገብን ንኽመላለስን ካብ ባስ ምጥቃም 
ይሕግዘኒ” ናይ ስያትል ሃውሲንግ 
ተቐማጣይ ብራድሊ ኤዲ ብትሑት 
እቶት ዝመሓደር ክምዝብሎ ናይ 
ወልቀይ መኪና ኸጥሪ ኣይ ኣከኣልኩን 
ፍልክስ ካር ግን ሓጊዙኒ ጉዳየይ 
ብዝቐልጠፈ ንኸሳልጥ ይብል።

ናይዚ ኣገልግሎት እዚ ብቕዓት 
ንምርካብ ወልቀሰባት ናይ መንግስቲ  
ኣባይቲ ተቐማጦ ኮይኖም መዘወሪ 
ፍቃድ  ናይ ምዝዋር መዝገቦም እሩም 
ዘለዎም ደብት ወይ ድማ ክረዲት ካርድ 
ዘለዎም። እቲ ዘመልክት ሰብ ድማ 
ዕድሚኣኦ ም ካብ 21 ዓመት ክሳብ 75 
ዓመት ክኾኑ ይግባእ ከተምልክቱ ምስ 
ትደልዩ ወይ ብዝበለጸ ንኽትፈልጡ 
ኣብዚ ዝስዕብ ወብ ሳይት ትበጽሑ 
http://www.flexcar.com/jobaccess።

የፍሌክስካር እንድነዳ ምርጫ 
ማግኘቴ ትልቅ ነገር ነው” ብላለች፡፡

በሲያትል የቤቶች ባለስልጣን ኗሪ 
የሆነው ብራድሊ ኤዲ የፍሌክስካር 
ያደረገለትን “ ነፃነት, እስከ መኪና 
ማግኘት” በማለት ለብዙ ነገሮች 
ጠቃሚ እንደሆነና አውቶብስን 
ሳይጠቀሙ ግሮሰሪ ለማመላለስ 
አመቺ ነው፡፡  

ለዚህ ፕሮግራም ብቁ ለመሆን፤ 
ግለሰቡ በዕርዳታ ሰጪ የቤቶች 
አስተዳደር ስር መሆን አለበት፡፡ 
የመንጃ ፈቃድ፣ ጥሩ የመኪና 
መንዳት ሬከርድ፣ እንዲሁም 
ክሬዲት ካርድ እንዲኖረው 
ያስፈልጋል፡፡    የአመልካቾች 
እድሜ ከ21-75 መሆን አለበት፡፡ 
በተጨማሪም ለማወቅ ወይም 
ለማመልከት http://www.flexcar.com/
jobaccess. ይመልከቱ!


