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Cambodian New Year celebrated 
across King County

PHOTO BY ROSE LONG

High Point community members enjoy a delicious array of homemade Cambodian 
cuisine at the festive Cambodian New Year Celebration at High Point last month.

The newly-formed High Point Khmer Association hosted the celebration, which 
drew over 60 people. Seven monks from the Beacon Hill and South Park temples 
performed a ceremony to give blessing to everyone who attended. Yon Noy, the 
association president, thanked everyone for coming and also thanked staff from IDHA, 
Neighborhood House and Elizabeth House for their support. 

The Association hopes to bring the Khmer people together to meet each other and 
learn more about the High Point community.  Other observances of the Cambodian 
New Year took place across the county, including a large gathering in White Center.

Advertising on its way 
for The Voice

City board on immigrant 
and refugee issues forming
BY STACY SCHWANDT

Voice editor

The City of Seattle is forming a board 
to advise Mayor Greg Nickels and the 
Seattle City Council on immigrant and 
refugee issues, as part of an action plan 
devised to ensure those communities’ 
needs are met.

“As you know, the City of Seattle is a 
really diverse city,” said Marilyn Little-
john, who works in the mayor’s office on 
human services programs. “Immigrants 
and refugees make up 17 percent of our 
residents and that number is increasing 
every year.”

Forming the advisory board is one of 
several action plan items in a three-year 
plan that came out of the mayor’s im-
migrant and refugee community engage-
ment project, Littlejohn said at a forum 
last month. 

Others include the development of a 
class on U.S. laws and a plan to modify 
the city’s grant application process so that 
small immigrant-led organizations can 
more effectively compete for city money.

She also discussed an expansion of 
the city’s information number (206-684-
CITY) to ensure that non-English speakers 
are able to have their questions answered. 

“We should now be able to help them 
from the beginning of the call until the 
end,” she said.

The community engagement project 
began last year when the Mayor called for 
a better way to serve the city’s limited-
English proficient residents.

A consultant conducted several inter-

views and focus groups with immigrants 
and refugees in order to better understand 
the barriers they face when trying to ac-
cess city services and get involved in the 
broader Seattle community.

A draft of the action plan was released at 
the beginning of the year. It includes more 
than 20 steps for the city to take in areas 
such as the protection of civil rights, civic 
engagement, workforce and economic de-
velopment and the city’s service delivery.

The advisory board is envisioned to be 
one way to promote civic engagement. It 
is expected to be up and running by June 
and will have about 15 members.

“Putting together this advisory board 
will have challenges both for you and for 
me,” Littlejohn said at the forum, which 
was held with the Latino community in 
Seattle’s South Park neighborhood.

Residents in attendance spoke of their 
efforts to build leadership within their 
community. They said that it might be dif-
ficult for them to find a leader willing to sit 
on the board right away, because those who 
would be comfortable are likely already 
involved in too many other pursuits.

Once the board is formed, however, they 
said they’d like it to meet in their neigh-
borhood so that people can become more 
familiar with its purpose.

Littlejohn said she will work with all 
communities to ensure that they can par-
ticipate in the board in a way that meets 
their needs.

“The immigrant community is multiple 
communities in Seattle,” she said. “We 
have to make this work so people feel 
represented.” 

BY STACY SCHWANDT

Voice editor

For the first time in our 26-year history, 
The Voice will be launching an advertising 
section next month.

In partnership with Pacific Publishing, 
we will add four pages of classified and 

display advertising to the back of this 
cover section of the publication. All of our 
content will remain the same; we’ll just 
be offering this new feature to our loyal 
readership.

The advertisements will be for every-
thing from job opportunities, to educa-

Please see “Advertising” on page 3

Take advantage of offers 
for free goods and services
BY KEITH GORMEZANO

Voice reporter

Does the idea of free haircuts, food 
or family portraits sound good to you? 
How about computer software, hardware, 
peripherals or a diabetes blood monitor 
that costs only the amount you pay for 
sales tax?

Below are some tips on getting the most 
from your limited budget.
Prescriptions

RiteAid usually offers a $20 gift card 
in exchange for transferring a prescription 
(except for those on a government health 
plan like Medicaid — Plan D is OK). When 
you subtract the cost of your co-pay, you 
usually come out ahead. Sometimes others 

will do the same but you have to ask. I re-
cently got K Mart to match RiteAid’s offer 
and used the card to buy some clothes.
Diabetes blood glucose meters

Some manufacturers will send you a 
free meter while others offer a coupon for 
one plus the cost of sales tax in the daily 
papers. Last year, I donated 10 meters to 
my doctor’s diabetes education program 
for uninsured patients. 
Free haircuts

Supercuts’ Overlake Training Center 
by Sears on the Eastside (425-643-0522) 
offers twice a month opportunities to get 
your hair cut for free in exchange for being 
a model for their newly-hired stylists, all of 
whom have completed their 2250 hours at 

Please see “Free stuff” on page 3

“The potential is still there to revisit 
negotiations and truly bargain again. 
We believe there is ample opportunity 
for a win-win-win for the developer, 
Goodwill and the community.”
— Elana Dix of the Seattle Alliance for 
Good Jobs and Housing for Everyone on 
the Goodwill redevelopment.

See stories on page 2
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Affordable units to be part 
of Goodwill redevelopment

Hundreds protest plans for 
Goodwill redevelopment

BY LYNN SEREDA

Special to The Voice

A plan to develop a 10.3 acre site in the 
International District has sparked contro-
versy and drawn together a coalition of 
housing, neighborhood and labor activists 
seeking major changes in the proposal.

Last month, a colorful crowd of at least 
400 people, including several Seattle Hous-
ing Authority residents, marched through 
the heart of the International District to 
the Goodwill complex at South Dearborn 
Street and Rainier Avenue South where 
a large shopping mall and 550 units of 
mixed-income housing is proposed. 

The protest took place despite numerous 
meetings between the project’s developer 
and the coalition, which includes more 
than 20 groups.

Goodwill Industries, which provides 
job training to low-income people using 
revenue from its thrift store operation to 
fund services, is in need of renovating the 
10-acre complex on which its 80-year-old 
building sits.

Ken Colling, CEO of Goodwill, said that 
because Goodwill can’t afford to make the 
renovations itself, the company has sought 
help from a developer who would get the 
land and the right to develop in exchange 
for building Goodwill a new training center 
and retail outlet on site. 

The current proposal is for Dearborn 
Street Developers LLC to build a large 
shopping complex with housing and over 
2,000 spaces of underground parking. The 
complex would likely be anchored by two 
large store chains — Lowe’s and Target 
have expressed interest — and a large chain 
grocery store. 

Additionally, there would be 30 to 40 
small retail shops and five to seven res-
taurants, Dearborn Street Development 
Manager Darrell Vange said.

A decision on whether to grant the de-
veloper a street vacation permit is expected 
to be made by the Seattle City Council in 
June, and both sides agree that this decision 
is critical as to whether this project will 
proceed as planned.

The coalition’s concerns revolve around 
the scale of the project, which they liken to 
a suburban shopping mall. Members have 
said the project is too reliant on auto traf-
fic which would increase congestion along 

Rainier Avenue. 
During the rally, Quang Nguyen of the 

Vietnamese Economic Development Asso-
ciation said the Vietnamese business com-
munity opposes the proposed development 
out of concern “for the mom and pops.” 

He described the area, known as “Little 
Saigon,” as an already economically thriv-
ing commercial district because of the de-
termination of these small business owners. 
The presence of chain stores, he said, could 
drive up commercial rents in the area and 
severely impact small family businesses.

He said the development could be “a tsu-
nami, which might wipe out Little Saigon.” 

Other speakers at the rally included King 
County Councilmember Larry Gossett, Bob 
Santos, a former regional official for the 
Department of Housing and Urban Devel-
opment, and Jim Diers, former head of the 
Seattle Department of Neighborhoods. 

Neighborhood activists are worried about 
whether the housing planned for the site will 
cause residential rents to increase. Only 200 
of the 550 units have been described as “af-
fordable housing,” (see article at right). It is 
unclear whether the remaining 350 units will 
be rentals or condos. 

The coalition is also concerned that the  
“affordable” units planned are for people 
who make just below Seattle’s median in-
come, currently around $50,000.  Coalition 
members have said that many low-income 
service workers at the new retail complex 
wouldn’t be able to afford those rentals. 

Finally, coalition members said they are 
hoping for a community benefits agree-
ment, which would be a legally-binding 
deal agreed to by the developer. These 
agreements have never been used in Se-
attle, but are becoming popular in other 
parts of the country as a way to involve 
neighborhood voices in urban planning and 
to address the rising costs of gentrification, 
coalition members said.

Elana Dix of the Seattle Alliance for 
Good Jobs and Housing for Everyone said 
that the two sides remain far apart. However 
she feels “that the potential is still there 
to revisit negotiations and truly bargain 
again.…We believe there is ample oppor-
tunity for a win-win-win for the developer, 
Goodwill and the community.”

Lynn Sereda is a Section 8 tenant who 
lives off of Rainier Avenue, south of the 
proposed development.

PHOTO BY LYNN SEREDA

Marchers protest plans for a shopping center, citing fears about the future of small businesses.

SEATTLE HOUSING AUTHORITY

The Seattle Housing Authority and 
Dearborn Street Developers LLC last 
month announced plans to build 200 af-
fordable apartments at South Dearborn 
Street, a pedestrian-friendly, mixed-use 
urban infill project on the Goodwill site at 
the edge of downtown.

The Dearborn Street project will in-
clude a much-needed new and expanded 
home for Goodwill, a diverse mix of retail 
stores, open space and a range of housing. 
The project will feature a total of up to 550 
housing units sitting atop the retail space. 

The Housing Authority already has 
secured $20 million in New Market Tax 
Credits, which it will invest in the partner-
ship in order to provide subsidy for small 
businesses in the new center. The program 
will provide a combination of equity and 
conventional debt for the project. SHA has 
also applied for an additional $20 million 
to invest in the development.

New Market Tax Credits are a program 
of the U.S. Department of the Treasury. 
They are designed to spur commercial 
development in under-served areas and 
promote access to growth in urban and 
rural communities. This is the first time 
that SHA has used New Market Tax Credits 
and at $40 million, it would be one of the 
largest uses of New Market Tax Credits in 
Washington State.

Dearborn Street Developers LLC and 
SHA are also partnering to build 200 
affordable apartments. Of these homes, 
up to 100 apartments will be affordable 
to low-income seniors with incomes less 
than 50 percent of the area median income 
($27,250 for a single-person household), 
with the goal of serving mostly extremely 
low-income seniors. 

The other 100 affordable apartments 
would be designed as workforce housing to 
serve people making less than median income 
($54,500 for a one-person household).

“We all know that affordable housing is 
becoming more difficult to build due to ris-
ing land and construction costs,” said Tom 
Tierney, SHA executive director. “Public-
private partnerships, such as the Dearborn 
Street project, enable SHA to increase the 
stock of affordable housing that our city so 
desperately needs.

“In addition, this project is centrally-
located near transit and job centers, such 
as the International District and downtown 
Seattle. Our partnership with Dearborn 
Street allows us to create more housing 
and increases the overall public benefit of 
the project.”

The Housing Authority and Dearborn 
Street Developers have been in discussion 
over several months to explore ways of 
working together to enhance the project. 

The tax credits will make commercial 
investments in the project more attractive 
by lowering the threshold for investment by 
small- to medium-sized retail businesses. 

Under this program, Dearborn Street 
will provide up to $1 million in direct rent 
subsidies to small business operators over 
10 years. This will keep commercial rents 
lower and make it possible for diverse and 
local small businesses to participate.

With subsidy for the commercial devel-
opment, the Dearborn Street partnership 
is able to support additional affordable 
housing. The partnership will turn to the 
Housing Authority to build and operate 
the housing. 

“This New Market program directly 
supports the small local retailers and in-
directly supports the affordable housing 
component by helping defray the costs 
of a complicated mixed-use project. We 
were challenged to provide a new home for 
Goodwill, to include local merchants and 
to commit to affordable housing. This pro-
gram fulfills all three goals,” said Darrell 
Vange, development manager for Dearborn 
Street Developers. 

BY ANZA MUENCHOW

Special to The Voice

It is great to have spring here again. 
The change in the growth of the garden is 
so dramatic now. But with the growth of 
the plants is also the emergence of many 
garden pests. 

Here are some of the ways you can con-
trol those garden pests.

First, the slugs. They feed mostly at 
night, so they can be removed from the 
garden by going out with your flashlight 
and collecting them. It would be best if you 
could then feed them to a friendly duck. But 
many of us have to kill them by squishing, 
chopping, asphyxiating, freezing or what-
ever you prefer to do. Salt does work, but 
don’t let the salt get into your soil.

The other environmentally-friendly 
way to kill slugs is to set out beer traps. 
Slugs like cheap beer and will travel great 
distances to enjoy it briefly before falling 
into the beer trap and drowning (passing 
out?) Because we have so much rain, keep 
the beer trap covered and just have entry 
points for slugs to crawl in. I use cottage 
cheese type containers with lids, and I cut 
out doorways on the side for the slugs. 

Be sure to empty the traps after a day or 
two and then refill until you notice a real 
decrease in the population.

Consider removing all the places the 
slugs will hide, like under wood, rocks or 

cardboard. Or take advantage of knowing 
where they hide. Leave out some cardboard 
for them to hide under, and then go out and 
pick off the slugs during the day. 

Generally I plant lots more seedlings 
than I need and end up sharing too much 
with these sluggy pests.

Then, there are the insects.
There are leaf miners that tunnel into 

spinach, beet, sorrel and chard leaves. The 
adult is a fly that lays its eggs on the un-
derside of the leaf and the larva then enter 
the leaf and make a lot of tunnels. Inside 
the leaf, the larva is well-protected from 
lady bugs, ground beetles, wasps or other 
insect predators. 

To keep from losing your leafy crop 
to these pests, use floating row cover to 
exclude the adult flies. This row cover is 
a spun polyester and can be left on your 
plants without staking. Sun and rain go 
through it. It warms the soil and improves 
germination. Just be sure to keep the edges 
well secured with rocks or soil to keep the 
adult insects from crawling under. Be sure 
the row cover is large enough to allow the 
plants to grow.

I was reluctant to use a fabric to cover 
my beautiful vegetables, but I love eating 
these foods except when they are full of 
maggots! 

So, I have come to enjoy the row covers 
and feel like I am tucking my plants under 

Please see “Gardening” on page 3

One to grow on
Garden tips for community gardeners
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Health Notes
A column devoted to your well-being

Events call attention to 
housing needs nationwide

BY VIRGINIA FELTON

Seattle Housing Authority

U.S. Senator Patty Murray convened a 
roundtable discussion last month in Seattle 
to focus on the issue of housing afford-
ability and the challenges facing the Puget 
Sound Region. 

The event celebrated the beginning of 
a new partnership between local nonprofit 
housing developers and the Puget Sound 
Regional Council. Key leaders from both 
business and nonprofit organizations par-
ticipated in the event in an effort to identify 
problems and move toward solutions. 

The roundtable was one of a number of 
efforts across the country to call attention 
to the importance of affordable housing 
for everyone. The public awareness cam-
paign, called “Housing America 2007” 
was sponsored by the National Association 
of Housing and Redevelopment Officials, 
an advocacy group to which both Seattle 
and King County Housing Authorities 
belong. 

According to NAHRO, “America is 
the best housed nation on earth, yet for a 
growing and more economically-diverse 
number of families, children, seniors and 
persons with disabilities, affordable hous-
ing in quality communities is illusionary. 
Today, the house price to income ratio for 
the nation is the highest in at least 20 years; 
15.6 million households pay more than half 

of their income for housing; and homeless 
estimates are nearly 750,000.”

As part of the awareness campaign, of-
ficials asserted that correcting the failure 
to preserve and produce affordable housing 
must become a national priority.

At the Seattle event, Murray noted that 
increasingly, working and fixed-income 
families find it difficult to call the Puget 
Sound region home. 

“I am continuously hearing from teach-
ers, seniors, young families and service 
industry workers about the high cost of 
housing in the Puget Sound area,” she said. 
“We can’t allow these residents to be priced 
out of Puget Sound neighborhoods. It’s 
clear to me the region must come together 
to define the problems and possible solu-
tions. That is why I am pleased to join today 
with housing advocates from throughout 
the region to stand up for those in need of 
affordable housing.” 

Lisa Cipollone-Wolters, SHA’s director 
of housing advocacy and rental assis-
tance, was Washington State Chair of the 
campaign. As part of the effort, Cipol-
lone-Wolters accompanied groups of SHA 
and Section 8 residents on visits to staff 
members of state legislators. 

In addition to the round table with Sena-
tor Murray, both Seattle Mayor Greg Nick-
els and King County Executive Ron Sims 
declared the first week in April “Housing 
Awareness Week.” 

an approved beauty school. Gene Juarez’s 
school in downtown Seattle also does this. 
Don’t forget to tip the stylist. They have to 
go through the training to be hired. 

Sometimes stylists offer this as well 
in the online classifieds on Craig’s List at 
http://seattle.craigslist.org, The Stranger 
at http://classifieds.thestranger.com, Back 
Page at http://seattle.backpage.com, and 
Expo Live at http://www.expo.live.com. 
Food 

Last year, Cheerios for example offered 
a rebate in exchange for trying out their 
breakfast product. Kashi offered free cereal 
through RiteAid’s rebates section.
Free portrait 

You can get a free portrait at the Picture 

Free stuff
Continued from front page

People. Download the coupon at http://
www.picturepeople.com or check your 
Sunday paper for one. 

They usually come out in time for the 
holidays or every six to eight weeks. The 
company has stores at the Northgate, 
Southcenter and Alderwood Mall. Other 
sources include Olan Mills and JCPenney, 
which can be found in the same coupon 
section. 
Dining out for half price 

If you like to eat out by yourself or with 
friends, or use services, you can buy an 
Entertainment book for $30 and the Chi-
nook book for those into environmentally-
friendly places for $20. They are usually 
sold by nonprofits in the fall.

Next month, I will talk about how to ob-
tain free computers, hardware and software 
and Internet service.

PHOTO COURTESY OF SEATTLE HOUSING AUTHORITY

Seattle Housing Authority Executive Director Tom Tierney makes a comment during 
the Housing America event while Senator Patty Murray and others listen on.

Kindness can be good for you 
BY KATHLEEN PEREZ-HUREAUX

Special to The Voice

Have you ever smiled to yourself after 
you’ve done a good deed? Noticed a little 
bounce in your step when you’ve helped 
someone? When we are kind to someone 
we often hope to improve the life of a per-
son who needs our kindness. Now there are 
studies that show that people who perform 
acts of kindness benefits as well. Being 
kind can improve your health. 

We have heard people say that they are 
kind to others because it helps them “feel 
good.” Researchers now refer to that feeling 
as “helpers high.” 

It is a response triggered when the body 
makes endorphins, naturally occurring 
morphine-like substances that create a 
feeling of bliss within us. In addition to 
creating a feel-good experience, they also 
help to reduce the intensity of any pain 
messages being sent to the brain. This 
is the same substance released when we 
exercise. It reduces pain and lowers blood 
pressure. 

Dr. Herbert Benson, a professor of medi-
cine at Harvard Medical School is a pioneer 
in mind-body medicine. In his most well-
known book, “The Relaxation Response”, 
Benson tells us that when we help others it 
allows us to “forget one’s self.” 

Our body rewards us by creating a feel-
good sensation, which boosts self-esteem 
and our sense of well-being. You don’t have 

to save the world to gain the health benefit. 
In fact, it has been found that brief, small, 
regular acts of kindness lead to the highest 
levels of well being. 

Other benefits from kindness are dis-
cussed and documented in the book “The 
Healing Power of Doing Good” by Allan 
Luks and Peggy Payne. 

Luks’ concluded that “helping contrib-
utes to the maintenance of good health, and 
it can diminish the effect of diseases and 
disorders both serious and minor, psycho-
logical and physical.” 

Payne and Luks say the healing effects 
of kindness include an increase in energy, 
a decrease in the intensity and awareness of 
pain, a more optimistic and happier outlook 
on life, a greater sense of calmness and re-
laxation and a stronger immune system.

When you are kind to others it also has 
a positive affect on those who witness your 
kindness. Witnessing kindness also makes 
us feel good, so it has a ripple effect, im-
proving our own lives and the life of our 
community. 

There is one trick here. If you are kind 
and expect kindness in return and don’t 
get it, it will backfire and cause anger and 
a sense of loss. So don’t set yourself up for 
disappointment. Be kind for the sake of 
kindness — it’s good for you.

Kathleen Perez-Hureaux is the Chronic 
Care Manager for Puget Sound Neighbor-
hood Health Centers. You can reach her at 
206-461-6935, ext. 170.

tional services to childcare available.
We’re even offering a free person-

to-person advertising section for Voice 
readers who have something they’d like to 
sell or are looking for something specific 
to buy. Just clip out the coupon below and 
mail it in before the 18th of the month, and 
your ad should appear in the next month’s 
issue.

Pacific Publishing staff members will 
be in charge of selling the advertising, and 
businesses and service providers interested 

Write your ad here (one word per line)

Market place coupon
Do you have a couch or other item you want to sell? Take advantage of the free 
person-to-person classified advertising  in The Voice by filling out your 24-word 
ad below. Remember, write only one word per line and don’t forget to include 
your telephone number in your ad! Mail your ad before the 18th of the month 
and it will be included in the next month’s issue.

Mail to: PPC, 4000 Aurora Ave. N., Seattle, WA 98133 Fax: 206-461-1285
E-mail: classmgr@nwlink.com w/subject line “The Voice”

Name _____________________ Address _____________________________

City _____________________ State __________________ ZIP ___________

Telephone ______________________ E-mail __________________________

Check the classification: □ Items for sale  □ Autos for sale  
□ Items wanted  □ Services  

Advertising
Continued from front page in purchasing an ad can contact them di-

rectly. Help wanted ads can be purchased 
by contacting Mark Manion at 206-461-
1318 and all other ads can be purchased by 
calling Phyllis Date at 206-461-1302.

Pacific Publishing is a Seattle-based 
newspaper publisher and commercial 
printer. It is the publisher of the Beacon Hill 
News, South District Journal, Queen Anne 
News and Magnolia News among others.

So keep an eye out for this improvement, 
and feel free to share your comments with 
me by e-mailing stacys@nhwa.org or call-
ing 206-461-8430, ext. 227.

Gardening
Continued from page 2

their protective blankets. Garden stores 
should carry these row covers, but I usually 
order on line through Territorial Seed Co. 
http://www.territorialseed.com or call 800-
626-0866. I like the Remay brand.

E-mail me if you have other garden pests 
you’d like to learn about, and don’t forget 
to enjoy your gardening. 

Anza Muenchow is a farmer and a vol-
unteer with P-Patch. You can reach her 
by e-mail at mahafarm@whidbey.net or 
on the Internet at http://www.mahafarm.
com.
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የቅናሽ ዋጋን በመጠቀም 
ገንዘብዎትን ይቆጥቡ!

ሁልጊዜ ከሚገዟቸው እቃዎች 
ላይ በቂ ገንዘብ አትርፈው 
ለአንድ ወር የቤት ኪራይ ክፍያ 
የሚሆን እንደሚያገኙ ያውቃሉ?

በየሳምንቱ አንዳንድ 
መደብሮች እንደራይት 
ኤድና ዋልግሪን የመሳሰሉት 
ለሚያቀርቧቸው ቁሳቁሶች የ 
ዋጋ ቅናሻቸውን በማስታወቂያ 
ያወጣሉ፡፡ ይህም ማለት 
መጀመሪያ ለከፈሉባቸው 
ሁሉ ወይም ለከፊሉ ቼክ 
ይመልሱልዎታል ማለት ነው፡፡ 
እነዚህ የሚላኩት ማስታወቂያዎች 
ዘወትር ማክሰኞ የሚላኩ ሲሆን 
በእሁድ የሲያትል ታይምስ 
ጋዜጣ ላይ ይወጣሉ፡፡

የቅናሽ ቁሳቁሶቹ እንደጥርስ 
ቡርሽ ሳሙና፣ የአፍ ማጠቢያ 
፣ የሰውነት ማጠቢያ፣ ሻምቡ፣ 
የፀጉር መቁረጫ፣ የሰውነት 
ሽታ፣ የአሲድ መከላከያ፣ 
የብርድ መድሓኒቶች፣ የመብራት 
አምፖሎች፣ የልብስ ማጠቢያ 
ሳሙኖችና የመሳሰሉ ናቸው፡፡

የሚሰጠውን የእቃ ቅናሽ 
ማስታወቂያ ለመጠቀም 
እንደሚከተለው ማድረግ 
ይጠቅማል፡፡ የሚላኩትን 
ጋዜጣና ማስታወቂያ በማየት 
የሚፈልጓቸውን ነገሮች 
ክብ አድርገው ይፃፉበት፡፡ 
የሚፈልጉትን እቃ ከገዙ በኋላ 
ደረሰኙን ያስቀምጡ፡፡ በወሩ 
መጨረሻ ደረሰኙን መደብሩ 
ካመጣው የቅናሽ ማስታወቂያ 
ኩፐን ጋር አብረው ይመልሱ፡፡ 
እንግሊዘኛ የሚናገር ጓደኛ 
ወይም ጎረቤት ካለ ፎርሙን 
እንዲሞላልዎ ይጠይቁ፡፡ 

ራይት ኤድ ቅናሽ 
የተደረገበትን ፎርም በኢንተርነት 
ላይ ሞልተው እንዲመልሱ እድል 
ይሰጥዎታል፡፡ በኢንተርነት 
ከሞሉ, በሁለት ሳምንት ውስጥ 
ቼክ ያገኛሉ፡፡ ካለበለዚያ ግን 
ከአራት እስከ ስድስት ሳምንት 
ይወስዳል፡፡

ወልግሪን ደግሞ 10 
ፐርሰንት ቦነስ ወይም ቅናሽ 
በማድረግ ገንዘቡ በስጦታ ወይም 
በሱቁ ጊፍት ካርድ ከመረጡ 
ይሰጥዎታል፡፡ ይህን የቅናሽ 
ቼክ ለመላክ አራት ሳምንት 
ይወስዳል፡፡

ሁልጊዜ የሚልኳቸውን ሁሉ 
ኮፒ ያድርጉ፡፡ 

Tixgeli lacag dhaqaaleyn 
adigpp isticmaalaya rebates

Ma rabtaa inaad lacag kugu filan 
aad dhaqaalaysato ood u baahan tahay 
si caadi ah u iibsato si aad u iibsato bil 
kiradeeda ilaa sannad? 

Toddobaad walba Dukaanka 
Daawooyinka sida Rite Aid iyo 
Walgreen waxay soo saran iidhehyo 
ay ku dhiirigelinayaan in dukaanku 
dad wax siinaya taas oo la mid 
ah in laguu soo diraayo JEEK 
oo dhammaan ama qaar ka mid 
ahiba lacagta aad bixin lahayd. 
Waraaqahaasi iidhehda ah waxaa toos 
u keenay Boostada maalinta Talaada 
ah waxayna ku jiraan Axada jornaalka 
soo baxa oo la yiraahdo Sunday 
Seattle Times.

Alaabtaas waxaa ku jira qalabka 
ilkaha lagu rumaysto iyo ilko cadayo, 
dawada ilkaha lagu cadayado, 
shaambada jirka lagu nadiifisto, gar 
xiir, midda soo carfaysa oo la marsado 
kilkisha, nal, iyo wixii la midka ah. 

Xaashiyahaas baar waxaa ku 
dhex jira alaabo aad u baahan tahay 
waana inaad xafidataa warqadda 
aad wax ku iibsato. Kaddibna u dir 
waraaqaha aad wax ku iibsatay bil 
kasta dhammaadkeeda ado raacinayaa 
xaashida aad ku soo direen taasoo ka 
timid Dukaanka Daawooyinka. Warso 
neighbor ama saaxiib yaqaan luqadda 
Ingiriiska si foomka laguugu buuxiyo. 

RiteAid waxay kuu oggolashahay 
inaad u gudbiso online adigoo qorayo 
waxii kula xiriira Hadii aad Online ku 
gudbisid waxaad Jeeggaagi helaysaa 
muddo ku siman laba toddobaad 
haddii kale oggolow 4 ama 6 
toddobaad.

Walgreen wuxuu ku darayaa 
boqolkiiba toban haddii aad dooroto 
lacagta inaad u hesho Gift Card 
waxay qaadanaysaa toddobaadyo.

Mar kast xasuusnow inaad Koobi 
sa samaysato waxaad dirtay. 

ገንዘብ ንምቑጣብ ሪበትስ 
ተጠቐም

ኣብቲ ዕለታዊ እትገዝኦ ነገራት 
ገንዘብ ብምትራፍ ናይ ሓደ ወርሒ 
ገዛ ክራይ ኣብ ዓመት ክትከፍል 
የኽእለካ።

ኣብ ነብሲ ወከፍ ሰሙን ኣብ 
ዱካናት ከም በዓል ራይት ኤድን 
ዎልግሪን ረክላም ኣዳልዮም ሪበትስ 
የቕርቡ ማለት  ቸክ ይሰዱልካ 
ካብቲ ዝገዛእካዮ ነገራት ክፍሊት 
እዚ ረክላማት እዚ ብፖስታ ቤት 
ንግዛውትኹም ይልኣኽ ሰሉስ ሰሉስ 
ወይድማ ብጋዜጣ ስያትል ታይምስ 
ናይ ሰንበት ሕታም።

ሪበት ካብዞም ዝስዕቡ ነገራት 
ክትረክብ ትኽእል ቱዝብራሽ,ማውዝ 
ዋሽ, ሻሙና ስዉነት,ሻምፖ, መላጽዬ 
ላማ ዲኦዶራንት.እንቲ ኣሲድስ, ናይ 
ጉንፋዕ መድሃኒት ሉቸ ኣምፑል 
መሕጸቢ ክዳን ስሙና

ሪበትስ ብኸምዚ ዝስዕብ 
ክትጥቀመሉ ትኽእል ነቲ 
ረክላም ኣንብብ ዘድልየካ ብርሳስ 
ኣኽብቦ ግዚእካ ረሲት ኣቀምጦ 
ኣብ መጨረሻ ናይ ነብሲ ወከፍ 
ወርሒ ድማ ካብቲ ስቶርስ ፎርም 
መሊእካ ምስ ረሲት ኣተሓሒዝካ 
ትልእኮ እንግሊዝኛ ዘይተንብብ 
ምስትከውን ጎረባብትኻ  ኣቲ ፎርም 
ክመልኡልካ ሕተቶም።

 ራይት ኤይድ ሪበትካ ኦን ላይን 
ሓብሬታ ካብ ረሲትካ ብምምልእእ 
ክትልእከሎም ትኽእል ድሕሪ 
ክልተሰሙን ድማ ቸክ ይልእኩልካ 
ውይድማ ኣኣብ ውሽጢ 6 ሰሙን 
ይልእኩልካ።

ዎልግሪን 10% ሞቕሽሽ ወሲኹ 
ይልእከልኩም ጊፍት ሰሪፊከት 
ምስትጠልቡዎም ክልተ ሰሙን 
ይውስድ ክበጽሓኩም።

ኩሉ ግዜ ናቲ እትልእክዎ ቕዳሕ 
ኮፒ ኣትርፉ።

HÃY QUAN TÂM ĐẾN VIỆC 
TIẾT KIỆM TIỀN BẰNG CÁCH 
DÙNG NHỮNG REBATE- HẠ 
GIÁ

Quí vị có muốn tiêt kiệm tiền 
qua việc thường  mua những đồ 
thực dụng và dùng số tiến dành 
dụm trong cả năm đó để trả được 
một tháng tiền thuê nhà không ?

Cứ mỗi tuần các cửa hàng 
bán thuốc tây như Rite Aid và 
Walgreen đều có gởi các giấy 
quảng cáo flyer để khuyến mãi các 
mặt hàng có giảm giá –rebate, điều 
này có nghĩa là họ gửi trả lại cho 
quí vị chi phiếu với một phần hay 
trọn cả số tiền mà qúi vị đã trả lúc 
mua món hàng. Các giấy quảng 
cáo đươc gởi đến bằng đường bưu 
điện vào các ngày Thứ Ba hay 
trong các báo Seattle Times phát 
hành ngày Chủ Nhật .

Các mặt hàng có rebate-giảm 
giá  gồm có như bàn chải răng, 
kem đánh răng, nước xúc miệng, 
xà bong tắm, xá bông gội đầu, dao 
caọ râu, thuốc khử mùi, thuốc tiêu 
hóa, thuốc cảm và các loại thuốc 
khác, bóng điện và bột giặt.

Việc giảm giá- rebate được 
hiện thực như sau: hãy xem các 
giấy quảng cáo flyer, khoanh tròn 
món hàng qúi vị cần mua, rồi mua 
các món hàng đó , xong rồi giữ 
lại các hoá đơn- receipt. Mỗi cuối 
tháng, nộp các hoá hoá đơn cùng 
với các Mẫu Đơn Giảm Giá – do 
các cữa hàng cung cấp. Hãy nhờ 
người hàng xóm hay bạn bè biết 
tiếng Anh giúp điền vô các mẫu 
đơn này.

Cữa hàng Rite Aid cho phép 
qúi vị nộp lên các hoá đơn xin 
giảm giá qua mạng(internet), bằng 
cách là ghi xuống các thông tin có 
trên các hoá đơn –receipt. Nếu qúi 
vị nộp qua mạng (internet), qúi vị 
sẽ nhận lại tiền rebate-giảm giá 
trong vòng 2 tuần lễ. Nếu nộp qua 
cách khác (qua đường bưu điện,) 
thì phải chờ từ 4 đến 6 tuần lễ.

Cữa Hàng Walgreen’s sẽ cộng 
thêm 10 phần trăm của số tiền hạ 
giá – rebate nếu qúi vị chọn cách 
nhận lại tiền rebate bằng thẻ gift 
card. Họ sẽ gửi thẻ giảm giá trong 
vòng 4 tuần lễ.

Hãy luôn nhớ sao (copy) ra các 
hoá đơn quí vị gởi đi.

Khmer translation
Our translator is on vacation. The Khmer translation will

return in the August issue. Our apologies for the inconvenience



SEATTLE HOUSING AUTHORITY

To help participants in its Housing 
Choice Voucher program (Section 8), last 
month the Seattle Housing Authority raised 
its voucher payment standards for the first 
time in nearly two years.

Voucher payment standards define the 
maximum subsidy amount SHA will pay 
on behalf of a family. 

Lisa Cipollone-Wolters, SHA’s direc-
tor of rental assistance programs, says 
the agency raises the voucher payment 
standards as needed to keep up with rising 
rents in Seattle.

“We raise voucher payment standards 
because a higher VPS makes it easier for 
our Section 8 tenants to find the apartments 
they’re seeking in any part of town,” she 

said. “An increase in payment standards 
decreases the rent burden on Section 8 ten-
ants and works to make more apartments 
available to renters” because SHA agrees 
to higher payments to landlords.

The Housing Authority’s payment stan-

dards are based on the federal Department 
of Housing and Urban Development’s de-
termination of fair market rents for King, 
Snohomish and Island counties. 

The Housing Authority adjusts payment 
standards to account for variations in the 
Seattle rental market.

This is the fifth time the payment stan-
dard has been changed since August 1999. 
Back then, the payment standard for a typi-
cal one-bedroom apartment in Seattle was 
$582, now it is $781. 

Payment standards have two compo-
nents: a subsidy amount for rent and a 
subsidy amount for tenant-paid utilities 
called a utility allowance. For any given 
payment standard, the lower the utility al-
lowance, the more subsidy is available for 

rent. 
T h e  n e w 

payment stan-
d a r d s  w e r e 
made effective 
April 1 for all 
f ami l i e s  r e -
ceiving new 
vouchers and 
a l l  f a m i l i e s 

moving with a voucher from one unit to 
another. 

Starting August 1, all other affected par-
ticipants will be notified at the time of their 
annual reviews that they may be eligible to 
receive additional subsidy.

No. of  Bedrooms Studio 1 2 3 4 5 6 

Previous standards
(effective August 2005)

$642 $762 $917 $1,293 $1,550 $1,697 $1,952

New standards 
(effective April 2007) $695 $781 $1,005 $1,395 $1,621 $1,865 $2,108

Current and former voucher payment standards

In this section

The mission of the Seattle Housing Authority is to enhance 
the Seattle community by creating and sustaining decent, 
safe and affordable living environments that foster stability 
and self-sufficiency for people with low incomes.

SENIOR GATHERING HAT SHOW 
See page 6

Spring fashion

May
2007SHA NEWSSHA NEWSSHA NEWS

News and information about Seattle’s neighborhoods

SHA News
     RESIDENTS GO TO OLYMPIA

Point of View
     MOVIE NIGHT AT PHINNEY TERRACE

High Point Herald
     HEALTHY COMMUNITIES FAIR A HIT

Rainier Vista News
     COOKING CLASS BUILDS BRIDGES

NewHolly Notes
      TRAIL GRAND OPENING PLANNED

Yesler Happenings
      SCULPTOR SHOWS WORK

Translations

Page 2

Page 3

Page 4

Page 5

Page 6

Page 7

Page 8

Housing Authority 
acquires properties, sits 
down with tenants

PHOTO COURTESY OF SEATTLE HOUSING AUTHORITY

BY STACY SCHWANDT

Voice editor

Cockroaches, leaking roofs, mold and 
faulty heaters are at the top of Amparo Ca-
brera’s list of complaints about the Douglas, 
the apartment building she lives in.

She says she was relieved in February 
when she learned that the Seattle Housing 
Authority had purchased the building from 
owner Alan Hua using its power of eminent 
domain. 

However, the sale brought a host of 
questions for Cabrera, her husband and 
five children, who have been living in the 
Douglas for four years. 

Would the building be redeveloped? 
Would they have to move during the pro-
cess? Would management improve?

“With the Seattle Housing Authority, we 
don’t know what’s going to happen,” she 
said, adding that, so far, nothing for her has 
changed for the better.

At a meeting last month with the Hous-
ing Authority and the Tenants Union of 
Washington, however, Cabrera and other 
tenants had many of their questions about 
the apartment complex answered.

Housing Authority officials told tenants 
that they have not yet decided whether they 
will rehabilitate the existing buildings or 
build new housing.

They did, however, agree to eight of nine 
demands brought to the table by the Tenants 
Union with the support of residents.

These included a commitment to provide 
$2,462 in relocation assistance to tenants 
who have to move as a result of a redevel-
opment, and assurances from the Housing 
Authority that residents would have the first 
right to return to the rehabilitated apart-
ment building and that the redeveloped 
apartments would remain affordable to 
people earning 30 percent of area medium 
income.

Housing Authority officials noted they 
were happy to meet with the Douglas resi-
dents and the Tenants Union and that they 
had always planned to offer relocation as-
sistance and other assurances to tenants.

The only sticking point was a rollback 
of a rent increase that happened just before 
the building was sold. Housing Authority 
officials agreed to meet with the residents 
this month to talk more about the issue, said 
Michele Thomas, a community organizer 
with the Tenants Union.

Thomas also said the Housing Authority 
agreed to begin making substantial repairs 
to the ailing units this month.

“We’re really, really happy that they 
agreed to come to the table and negotiate 
with the tenants,” Thomas said. “We’re 
hoping that this will be an example of how 
redevelopment can be done in the Rainier 
Valley without displacing people.”

The decision to purchase the Douglas 
and other buildings near their existing 
communities is part of an effort to improve 
neighborhood conditions for those living 
there, SHA officials say.

The Douglas is close to Villa Park, a 
newer SHA-owned townhouse complex at 
9111 50th Ave. S.

According to SHA’s Director of Housing 
Finance and Asset Management Ann-Marie 
Lindboe, the poor upkeep and management 
practices at the Douglas were impacting the 
quality of life at the adjacent Villa Park. 

Several units at the Douglas were unin-
habitable because of fire, and the landlord 
often failed to screen tenants or perform 
lease enforcement to curtail illegal activi-
ties.

“SHA is still evaluating the buildings and 
deciding what to do with them,” she said. 
“It looks like one of the buildings may not 
be salvageable, but we are still trying to 
determine that. We may do a rehab project 

Please see “Douglas” on page 5

The Seattle Housing Authority recently sat down with tenants of the Douglas 
apartments to talk about SHA’s recent purchase of the building.

Payment standards for 
voucher program raised

New program means regular 
check-in for waiting lists
SEATTLE HOUSING AUTHORITY

On June 1, the admissions office at the 
Seattle Housing Authority will roll out a 
new program that will require applicants 
on waiting lists to check in with the agency 
once a month, by telephone or on a special 
Web site, to keep their position on the list. 

According to Dennis Hall, admissions 

manager, the new program, named “Save 
My Spot,” will help improve the admin-
istration of SHA’s lists by identifying ap-
plicants who have a continuing interest in 
receiving housing assistance. 

“This new system will help us keep our 
waiting lists current and allow us to serve 
people who are most likely to respond im-
mediately when a unit becomes available,” 
he said.

The check-in requirement will apply to 
all public housing waiting lists, including 
Yesler Terrace, Scattered-Sites and SHA’s 
29 high-rise buildings. It will also apply 
to current residents who are on waiting 
lists for a transfer to another building or 
community.

To complete the monthly check-in pro-
cess, applicants can dial into an automated 
telephone system at any time during the 
month and enter their Social Security 
number. 

The system will be programmed in 
Amharic, Cambodian, Cantonese, English, 
Please see “Save my spot” on page 2
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About The Voice

The Voice is a monthly newspaper published by Neighborhood House with  
financial support from Seattle Housing Authority resident participation funds. 

The Voice is developed and edited by Neighborhood House with help from SHA 
residents and staff. It strives to provide a forum for objective news and informa-
tion of interest to low-income people and those living in SHA communities.

The Voice welcomes articles, letters to the editor and columns from readers. 
If you’d like to submit an article, or if you have a question about anything you’ve 
read in this publication, feel free to contact Editor Stacy Schwandt at 206-461-
8430, ext. 227 or by e-mail at stacys@nhwa.org.

If you have questions about SHA-related stories, you may also contact SHA 
Communications Director Virginia Felton at 206-615-3506 or by e-mail at 
vfelton@seattlehousing.org. 

You can also mail submissions to: The Voice, Neighborhood House, 905 
Spruce St. #200, Seattle, WA 98104. Please include your name and contact 
information on your submission. 

All submissions are subject to editing for accuracy, style and length.

New commissioner 
talks to resident leaders
BY STACY SCHWANDT

Voice editor

Newly-appointed Seattle Housing Au-
thority Board of Commissioners member 
Yusuf Cabdi met with a small group of SHA 
resident leaders in late March to discuss 
how to manage ongoing communications.

Cabdi, a resident of Tri Court, asked that 
residents follow the Housing Authority’s 
protocol by contacting him through the 
executive office.

“I’m very busy,” he said. “I don’t want 
to be called.”

Residents urged him to learn as much 
as he can about the issues that they’re 
concerned about, including the sign rule 
lawsuit, vacancies in the Seattle Senior 
Housing Program, the use of tax credit 
financing in public housing buildings and 
Yesler Terrace redevelopment.

“Communication should be a two-way 
street,” said Bette Reed, former president 
of the SSHP Advocates II. “If you need to 
reach out to the resident community, you’re 
welcome to.”

Cabdi told them that he would do his 
best to research their issues and bring them 
before the Board of Commissioners.

“I am not going to be a rubber stamp,” 
he added. 

While the resident leaders said they were 
pleased that Cabdi agreed to sit down with 
them, they add that they would have to 
wait and see if he turned out to be a strong 
representative for their issues.

 “What we are looking for is a representa-
tive on the board who will ask some difficult 
questions,” Yesler Terrace Community 
Council president Kristin O’Donnell said 
to Cabdi. “I guess we’ll just have to trust 
you to ask them.”

Residents can reach Cabdi, or any other 
commissioners, through the executive 
office at 206-615-3500 or by e-mail at 
ExecDirector@seattlehousing.org.

Housing Authority 
weighs in on role of  
commissioners
SEATTLE HOUSING AUTHORITY

The composition of the Seattle 
Housing Authority’s Board of Com-
missioners is established by Washing-
ton State Law (RCW 35.82.045). 

The law specifies that “in appoint-
ing commissioners, the mayor shall 
consider persons that represent the 
community, provided that two com-
missioners shall consist of tenants 
that reside in a housing project that is 
owned by the housing authority.”

Sometimes SHA residents have the 
expectation that SHA commissioners 
who are also residents bear a special 
responsibility to directly represent 
their perspectives. 

In fact, as noted above, all commis-
sioners are expected to represent the 
community as a whole and all com-
missioners are expected to be aware 
and sensitive to the needs of SHA’s 
resident community.

It is the Commission’s specific duty 
to oversee SHA’s policies and to hire 
and supervise the executive director. 

If residents have a concern with an 
SHA staff member or a landlord-ten-
ant issue, it is probably best to work 
through SHA’s management. If a par-
ticular staff person is not responsive, 
a resident can contact that person’s 
supervisor. (Supervisory information 
is available by calling SHA’s general 
number, 206-615-3300.) 

Resident organizations interested in 
contacting commissioners may contact 
Executive Assistant Ellen Callahan at 
206-615-3500.

Mandarin, Somali, Spanish and Tigrigna. 
If they prefer, applicants may log onto 

http://www.savemyspot.org to check in on 
the Internet. 

Housing Authority staff will help ap-
plicants with the monthly check-in require-
ment at the PorchLight Housing Center 
in Ballard, where check-in phones and 
Internet access will be available in the 
lobby. A toll-free number will be available 
for out-of-area applicants and those using 
pay phones.

For those who forget to check in, there 
will be a month grace period before they 
are removed from the list. For example, 
an applicant who last checked-in during 
the month of January will be removed on 
April 1.

Applicants may get their name back on 
the list (at the bottom) one time by submit-
ting a written request within the calendar 
month where removal occurred.

Applicants who have been previously re-
instated after cancellation, but get cancelled 
again must reapply.

Residents take part in 
legislative campaign
BY GLENN SLEMMER

Voice reporter

Three Seattle Housing 
Authority residents met 
with federal legislative 
staff members in late 
March to raise aware-
ness of the importance 
of public housing and 
supportive services.  

By telling their sto-
ries, they aimed to help 
legislators respond to 
the President’s 2008 
budget, which proposes 
significant cuts to public 
housing and the zeroing 
out of the Resident Op-
portunities and Self-Suf-
ficiency program, which funds SHA’s Job 
Connection services.   

Lisa Cipollone-Wolters, SHA’s director 
of housing advocacy and rental assistance 
programs, asked the SHA residents to 
participate in the national educational 
campaign by sharing their stories with 
legislative staff members and discussing the 
impact of Bush’s budget proposal.  

Gina Owens and Glenn Slemmer, public 
housing residents living at Green Lake Pla-
za, and Amin Ararsa, a Section 8 voucher 
holder and SHA maintenance mechanic 
living and working at High Point, met with 
Rebecca Saldana and Shakti Hawkins, staff 
from Rep. Jim McDermott and Sen. Maria 
Cantwell’s offices. 

All three residents relayed their stories to 
underscore the role that public housing and 
services have played in their lives.  

Owens and Slemmer explained that de-
spite having solid careers for many years, 
both endured periods of homelessness. 

Slemmer, a cancer research scientist with 
a doctoral degree, lost his grant funding, his 
research career and his home, ending up on 
the streets of Seattle for three years. 

After moving into Green Lake Plaza, 
Slemmer was able to begin serving his 
community.  For over 10 years, he has been 
running a food bank for Green Lake Plaza’s 
residents.  Taking over a program started by 
a local social worker years before, Slem-
mer substantially increased the volume of 
donated food, resulting in the distribution 
of more than 250 tons of fresh fruits and 
vegetables under his leadership.  

“SHA provided a home for me that 
allowed me to develop my potential for 
helping others,” he said.

Owens also told a deeply personal story.  
Following a divorce and two car ac-

cidents, she lost her job and, relying on 
minimal public assistance, fell behind in 
paying bills. 

Though she regained employment, she 
lost her home. She and her 17-year-old 
daughter became homeless, and Owens 

said she faced the wrath of social workers 
who questioned why she was homeless if 
she was fit and able-bodied. 

Owens described falling through the 
cracks in the shelter system as she waited 
four years to get into public housing. She 
emotionally relayed the difficulty of work-
ing in a clinic as a nurse by day and not 
knowing where she was going to sleep at 
night. Now that she has stable housing, 
Owens is doing a lot more volunteer work 
focused on preventing others from falling 
through the same cracks.  

“With my stability and my housing now 
I am able to focus and get a lot more done 
in my community like helping with the 
food bank, starting a new resident council, 
and developing other residents’ leadership 
skills,” she said.      

Amin Ararsa also spoke about the signifi-
cant influence that public housing and Job 
Connection services have had on his life. 

Ararsa came to America from Ethiopia 
for a better life. In America, however, he 
faced low-wage jobs and found it hard to 
pay his rent and support his family, so he 
moved into public housing. 

Through SHA’s Job Connection program, 
he received help overcoming language bar-
riers and preparing for interviews, along 
with vocational training, career advice and 
connections to superior job opportunities. 

As a result, Ararsa was hired to work in 
High Point, and he was able to return to live 
and work in his old neighborhood.

With great pride, he described being able 
to now help build the community that has 
given so much to him.        

In concluding their meetings with Sal-
dana and Hawkins, Slemmer, Owens and 
Ararsa stressed the importance of stable 
housing and supportive services.  

“The provision of housing for people 
in need is a valuable investment in quality 
American society,” Slemmer said.

Please see the related column “Changing 
the face of public housing,” by Gina Owens 
on page 3.

SHA residents traveled to Olympia to meet with the staff of 
our senators. Pictured here is (left to right) Amin Ararsa, 
Glenn Slemmer, SHA Community Building Coordinator 
Ann Levine, Shakti Hawkins of Sen. Maria Cantwell’s office 
and Gina Owens. 

PHOTO COURTESY OF SEATTLE HOUSING AUTHORITY

Save my spot
Continued from front page

The Save My Spot program will be for-
mally announced this month with letters 
to applicants and notices to local agencies 
that assist them. Along with the notification 
letters, applicants will receive wallet cards 
with Save My Spot instructions, the phone 
numbers and the Web site address. 

According to Hall, SHA tested the Save 
My Spot concept last year in a pilot project 
with two buildings. 

“Applicants on the waiting list did not 
find it burdensome, and SHA was able to 
reduce the time and expense involved in 
managing long waiting lists,” he said.

Hall said that applicants who fail to com-
plete their monthly check-in will initially 
be bypassed, then ultimately dropped from 
the waiting list.

The Section 8 Housing Choice Voucher 
program will not be included in the Save 
My Spot check-in program at this time, 
nor will the SHA mixed-income com-
munities of NewHolly, Rainier Vista and 
High Point. 

The telephone numbers for Save My 
Spot will not be activated until Friday, June 
1. Calls made to the numbers before then 
will not be acknowledged.

Corrections
Due to a reporting error, Denny Terrace resident June Rhoton’s name was 

spelled incorrectly in a story about the SHA Board of Commissioners last 
month. 

Due to an editing error, Doug Morrison was incorrectly listed as president of 
both the Ross Manor Resident Council and the Resident Action Council.

Gail Ketterer is the president of the Ross Manor Resident Council.
Please accept our apologies for these errors.
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Window replacement in 
full swing at Capitol Park
BY SVEN KOEHLER

Seattle Housing Authority

The view from the apartment windows at 
Capitol Park is breathtaking — you can see 
mountains, the skyscrapers of downtown and 
the beautiful treetops of Capitol Hill. But for 
years, those windows have been a mixed 
blessing for many residents, as water leaks 
made it more difficult to enjoy them. 

“I was in dire straights every time it 
rained, especially when the wind was howl-
ing. Water even leaked through the walls,” 
said resident T.F. Hard. 

He had to move to a different unit in the 
building to escape the leaks.

Solving the window problem has been 
a priority shared by both residents and 
SHA’s property management, so window 
replacement was high on the list of neces-
sary upgrades to Capitol Park during the 
homeWorks construction project. 

Window installation began in April. 
Initially, some Capitol Park residents 

questioned changes in the design and con-
figuration of the window openings. Resident 
Steve Schuster brought up concerns to the 
homeWorks Resident Advisory Committee 
asking whether the thicker frames would 
reduce views and affect the ability to open 
windows for ventilation. 

The new windows can still be opened 
but follow strict building codes that call for 
specific types of opening mechanisms for 
the higher floors of tall buildings. They also 
have vents which can be opened without 
opening the whole window. The size of the 
vinyl window frames houses a steel rein-

forcement designed to withstand the wind 
and driving rain that hits Capitol Park. 

 “The vents sound like a good idea. I have 
a cat and I like fresh air, so I am optimistic 
that the insulated windows combined with 
the new building ventilation system on the 
roof will reduce the heat build-up in my 
apartment,” said Hard. “We’ll see if I can 
get rid of some of the many fans I have set 
up in the apartment.” 

The homeWorks crews work from swing 
stages that hang outside the building, as 
well as from inside the unit. The contractor 
has created a step-by-step schedule to get 
the work done quickly with the least amount 
of impact on residents as possible. 

The process takes at least a week, even 
though most of the actual removal and rein-
stallation occurs on one long work day. Murph 
Cruse, who is supervising the replacement 
for W.G. Clark, said that the crew is getting 
quicker with every window replacement. 

Capitol Park apartments are also getting 
new showers, leaving the bathroom out of 
commission for at least three days. This, 
combined with window removal, meant 
residents could not stay in the apartment 
during this phase of work. 

The Seattle Housing Authority has con-
tracted with a nearby hotel to pay for rooms 
for residents during this time. Residents 
are also provided with funding for meals 
and transportation and get support from 
property management and the homeWorks 
team to make the stay successful. 

Two more buildings in Phase II of home-
Works will get new windows, Queen Anne 
Heights and Lake City House.

A short walk to the 
movies — rain or shine

PHOTO BY KEITH GORMEZANO

Phinney Ridge residents who regularly enjoy movie night include (from left to right) 
Elizabeth Little, Dan Lonner and Jean Burns.

BY KEITH GORMEZANO

Voice reporter

Most Tuesdays at 7 p.m., Dan Lonner, 
Elizabeth Little, Jean Burns and other 
residents of Phinney Terrace go to the 
movies — without getting wet or cold or 
sweating on a long bus ride or losing their 
parking space or worrying about walking 
home at night. 

Instead, they join between three and 
eight of their neighbors in the facility’s 
large community room and watch movies 
that they have all agreed upon on the 27-
inch TV. Judith Anderson, a senior property 
manager with Seattle Housing Authority, 
arranged to get the TV and dual deck DVD/
VHS player donated to the building. 

The event includes both the seniors and 
the disabled residents in the building, which 
doesn’t have a resident council.

Most of the videocassettes and DVDs 
are from the participants’ own collections 
or from the library, Little said. 

Currently, there are about 24 movies by 
the TV that are available to borrow.

Little said the idea came about because 

when she first moved to the building she 
wanted to get a group of neighbors together. 
She thought of the movie night “as a way to 
get people to talk to one another,” she said, 
because afterwards, participants “talk about 
the movie over refreshments” or dessert. 

Burns stated that she “has seen some 
movies I would not have otherwise bought 
or rented from the library.” 

Burns helps invite participants by bring-
ing new residents banana bread and telling 
them about the event and other activities 
including two daily coffee get togethers, 
bingo on Wednesday nights, a monthly pot-
luck dinner celebrating people’s birthdays 
and informal opportunities to play cards, 
work on puzzles, use exercise equipment 
or use one of the dozen board games that 
one young disabled resident obtained for 
the building.

Other residents like Shirleen Burke help 
decorate the community room and common 
areas with seasonal decorations and main-
tains some of the plants in the front of the 
well-maintained complex whose sidewalks 
are swept on a regular basis by Willis Byrd, 
the resident manager.

Readers of The Voice speak out
Letters to the Editor

TO THE EDITOR,
The SSHP Advocates II have received 

some bad publicity lately; here is a differ-
ent view. Acting on sound legal counsel, 
the Advocates’ meetings and documents 
are as available as they choose to make 
them, practicing the judgment for which 
they were elected. 

Their published names, meeting sched-
ules and candid newsletters belie any notion 
that their business is hidden. 

The Advocates’ demonstrated impor-
tance, since their formation, is in the is-
sues they’ve tackled and problems they’ve 
solved for senior individuals and groups. 

Sooner or later, I have reasonable differ-
ences of opinion with my representatives, 
whatever their office; but this seems the 
right moment to boost the Advocates for 
their quiet and constant service to Seattle 
Housing Authority seniors. 

Jane Couchman 
Michaelson Manor

TO THE EDITOR,
Last month, you reported that Doug 

Morrison was  both Ross Manor’s Resident 
Council President and also President of RAC, 
which would be illegal according to RAC’s 
own bylaws. (See correction, page 2)

Although we are grateful for Doug’s con-
tribution as cook of one of the menu items 
served that day, there were several other 
residents and businesses (such as QFC and 
Tully’s) who prepared and donated food at 
their own cost.

Furthermore, the real president of the 
Ross Manor Resident Council, Gail Ket-
terer, who single-handedly planned the 
event, solicited donations from local busi-
nesses, invited City Council members and 
the Mayor and helped decorate the com-
munity room, was not even mentioned in 
your article.

More than any other individual, she de-
serves the bulk of the credit for the success 
of our celebration.

Peggy Strawn 
RMRC Treasurer

Readers of The Voice share their ideas
Reader’s viewpoint

Changing the face of public housing
BY GINA OWENS

Special to The Voice

I want residents to join with me to 
change the face of public housing. 

Seattle Housing Authority’s Director of 
Housing Advocacy and Rental Assistance 

Lisa Cipollone-Wolters invited me and two 
other SHA residents, Glenn Slemmer and 
Amin Ararsa, to meet with federal legisla-
tive staff in March to share our stories as 
part of a national awareness campaign. 

Housing Authority residents’ involve-
ment in this campaign means a beginning 
of understanding for legislators. 

I have done my own advocacy work for 
a long time and have struggled to find my 
voice so that my message could be heard. 
This experience was totally different as I 
now had a well-known entity like Seattle 
Housing Authority partnering with me to 
convey an important message about the 
value of public housing. 

I believe it is critical for legislators to 
hear the personal stories of people who live 
in housing. They simply do not hear them 
enough. Personal stories are a great way 
to help legislators understand that public 
housing gives people a stable foundation 
to work with. 

We need to ensure that opportunities 
for public housing exist and that people 
are given the information and tools to 
take advantage of them. When people do 
not have adequate housing, they lack the 
stability to focus on other aspects of life. 
If an individual does not know where she 
will sleep, then she is at a loss for life. It 

Please see “Stories” on page 6

TO THE EDITOR,
In your April issue Jiro Ramji writes 

that when he inquired about the Seattle 
Senior Housing Program Advocates II 
March meeting, he was told it had been 
“postponed” because a resident had asked 
to see our records. 

Board members deny giving him any 
such information. We did not meet in 
March, but it was not for the reason he 
states.

Our bylaws require that we make our 
records available to residents, and we did 
so in this case after reviewing them to see 
if any resident’s confidentiality might be 
jeopardized.

For the record, we have never held a “tea 
party.” What we feel is important is to “en-
sure the viability and integrity of the SSHP, 
as per the original mandate of the Seattle 
voters in 1981, and to protect the interests 
of its current and future tenants.” (from The 
Advocates II Bylaws, Article III.)

Jean Anderson, President
The Advocates II
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Teens help design kiosk for 
park near the pond
Others work on art projects throughout High Point
BY ALYSSA MARTIN

Voice reporter

Due to a slight delay, teenagers 
from SafeFutures Youth Center 
could only anticipate the unveiling 
the colorful tiles they painted for 
a new park kiosk during the High 
Point Healthy Community Fair 
last month. 

Fair attendees formed two large 
walking groups and passed by the 
gathering of eight youths, who 
stood by the future home of their 
artwork. 

Fifteen-year-old Navy Sun ex-
plained to the resident walkers 
what inspired her and her friends 
to paint the tiles. 

“We wanted to make something 
beautiful for the community,” she 
said. 

The SafeFutures youth worked 
with the nonprofit organization 

PHOTO BY ALYSSA MARTIN

Armia Orom, 7, and Jaisona Johnson, 9, spread 
grout on tiles for a picnic table for the pocket park 
in the back of their homes. 

Pomegranate Center to design and con-
struct the functional art piece, which sits 
in Pond Park. 

Milenko Matanovic, director of Pome-
granate Center, said the project was delayed 
because it took longer than expected to 
find an underground locator for the site to 
confirm that the kiosk’s footings wouldn’t 
disturb any electric wires or water pipes. 

The art tiles were subsequently installed 
and are now on display for the community 
to enjoy. 

Mary Castillo, or “Big Mama” as she is 
fondly referred to by the kids she leads in 
the SafeFutures program, said she enjoyed 
collaborating with Pomegranate Center on 
the project. 

“Pomegranate kept in mind what the 
youth wanted,” she said. 

The initial idea for the project was to 
have all the students collaborate on one 
painting, but in order to respect the varying 
student schedules, Pomegranate proposed 
each student paint their own. 

“The board looks like a quilt,” explained 
artist Mary Epting. Like the tiles, “we are all 
different, but we are all connected.” 

Participant Satory Brooks described 
the emotional significance behind some of 
the art: “Some of us painted to remember 
friends who we lost last year.” 

Most parks have trash cans, message 
boards and picnic tables, but rarely do the 

residents look upon these objects as pieces 
of art, let alone a piece of art they helped 
build and design. 

High Point strives to be different. 
In a partnership with Pomegranate Cen-

ter, these everyday objects have taken on a 
whole new look. 

On Saturday, sisters Edniqua Armstead, 
14, and Jaisona Johnson, 9, helped put col-
orful grout on concrete tiles for a new picnic 
table in the pocket park near their house. 

They wanted to get “messy with color,” 
they said.

Armstead commented on the aesthetics 
of carving work on the picnic table.

“I like the design,” she said.  “It looks 
like branches — very natural.” 

At a young age, Armstead has become a 
veteran of community art projects close to 
her home. As she walked by the recycling 
bin on a twisted stone pillar in the pocket 
park near her house she pointed to it and 
said, “I helped make that. I like working 
with stone.” 

She also pointed to a colorful fence post 
at the Market Garden where she grows 
eggplant and peas in the summer.

“I painted that fence post last year. See 
those are my initials,” she said. 

Pomegranate Center will continue to 
work with High Point residents throughout 
the year to create more functional artworks 
in common spaces.

Ron Sims inspires healthy 
living at High Point

Ron Sims’ walking tour of High Point is interrupted 
by a woman who comes out to her front porch 
and says, “Do you remember me? We used to 
exercise together. Your son went to school with my 
daughter.” Within minutes of delivering his keynote 
address about the importance of building social 
connections through walking and exercise, this 
encounter with an old friend illustrates his point.

PHOTO BY ALYSSA MARTIN

BY ALYSSA MARTIN

Voice reporter

When Denise Sharify, com-
munity health project manager 
for Neighborhood House, intro-
duced King County Executive 
Ron Sims to the crowd of High 
Point residents gathered for the 
Healthy Community Fair last 
month, she made things per-
sonal. 

“This is a man who knows 
what it takes to make healthy 
changes in life,” she said. “Just 
look at him. He looks great!” 

Even if the audience knew 
nothing of Sims’ public ser-
vice record, his ever-shrinking 
waistline was enough to inspire 
cheers from the crowd gathered 
in Elizabeth House. 

Using examples from his 
own life, Sims’ keynote address 
encouraged making personal 
choices for better health. 

Although his mother and 
mother-in-law both learned to 
control diabetes through diet and 
exercise, Sims said he found him-
self failing a basic fitness exam 
a year ago. 

He remembered the doctor 
saying, “Congratulations, Mr. 
Sims. You are like the rest of America 
— you’re obese!” 

That realization encouraged him to pay 
more attention to his diet and start riding 
his bike to work. Although Sims is partial 
to cycling, he recommended other forms of 
exercise such as jogging and working out 
on the elliptical machine. 

In an effort to promote Neighborhood 
House’s walking club, Sims pitched hard 
for this convenient, affordable form of 
exercise. 

“Walking is incredible exercise,” he 
said. “More than anything, you also get a 
chance to see friends and neighbors.”

Sims’ address was part of the Healthy 
Community Fair, an event that was meant 
to inspire High Point neighbors to lead 
healthier lives. 

In addition to the speech, nursing stu-
dents from Seattle University took blood 
pressure readings and answered questions. 
Bunly Yun from the P-Patch program spoke 
to attendees about the Market Garden on 

Juneau Street and the opportunity to buy 
fresh, organic produce grown by local High 
Point residents. 

Residents also enjoyed noodles, chicken 
wings and other healthy snacks as they min-
gled and learned about local organizations. 

Meri Cambre, the director of teen pro-
grams at the High Point Community Center, 
said she is impressed by the activity level 
of the kids that come every week. 

“The basketball courts are always full,” 
she says. 

But youthful vigor can border on mis-
chievousness. 

Sharify reports, “The retention pond is 
a problem. In the winter kids want to ice 
skate there and in the summer they want 
to swim there.” 

Edniqua Armstead, 14, who lives next 
to the Market Garden, agrees. Kids want a 
place to swim, she said. 

“The new High Point is better than the 
old one. But it would be way better if there 
was a pool.” 

High Point wins regional award
SEATTLE HOUSING AUTHORITY

Citing High Point as “an exceptional 
effort that promotes a livable region,” the 
Puget Sound Regional Council presented 
its VISION 2020 Award to Seattle Housing 
Authority in recognition of the High Point 
redevelopment. 

Five present and former SHA commis-
sioners attended the awards ceremony last 
month, and Tom Phillips, senior develop-
ment manager for High Point, accepted the 
award on behalf of SHA.  

“The awards ceremony was very excit-
ing,” he said, adding that he was glad to 
tell those gathered about two High Point 

residents who expressed their joy at living 
in the newly redeveloped neighborhood.

“One was a middle-school student who is 
now proud to tell his classmates that he lives 
at High Point and the other was a resident 
who was pleased after 7,000 people came 
to the High Point ‘Green Living Expo’ that 
they lived somewhere where people want 
to visit.”

High Point has received multiple awards 
and recognition, including an American 
Institute of Architects Award and a National 
Association of Builders Award. High Point 
is also a finalist for the prestigious Rudy 
Bruner Award for urban excellence.

Call for nominations for 
Neighborhood Association
BY VOICE STAFF

High Point residents 18 and over who are 
interested in getting in on the ground floor 
to serve their community should consider 
running for the High Point Neighborhood 
Association Board of Trustees.

Nominations (including self-nomina-
tions) are being accepted through May 15. 
They can be made by calling High Point 
Community Builder Samantha Gotkin at 
206-937-3292, ext 306 or by attending a 
May 10 election-planning meeting at 6 p.m. 
in the High Point library.

The Neighborhood Association’s Board 
of Trustees will be made up of 11 members, 
including renters, homeowners and at-large 
members. 

Five positions are currently up for elec-
tion including posts for three renters and 
two homeowners. 

The board will meet regularly to oversee 
a fund for neighborhood projects and to 
discuss community issues. 

Elections for the trustees will take place 
by June 30. All High Point residents 18 
years and older are eligible to vote.
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Set a table to bridge divides

PHOTO BY SCOTT FREUTEL

Participants in the American cooking class at Rainier Community Center included, 
from left to right, Angela Smith, Jin Q. Chen, Ming Wan, Thuyen Huynh, Nga Dam, 
Chanh Au, Khai Nguyen (partly obscured), Naomi Chang, Lily Li and Dai Cao Vu. 
All twelve participants pitched in to help prepare egg salad sandwiches and chicken 
minestrone.

BY SCOTT FREUTEL

Seattle Housing Authority

How do you bridge cultural divides? 
You might start with a cooking instructor 

with a long German surname, a dozen older 
students with short Asian surnames and a 
dish that has announced its Italian heritage 
proudly on many an American menu for a 
long, long time.

For a couple of hours last month, part of 
the Rainier Community Center in Columbia 
City, was transformed into what might have 
been called The Rainier Valley Cooking 
School. 

The instructing chef, a resident of Rain-
ier Vista, showed 12 eager students, also 
Rainier Vista residents, how to prepare two 
typically American dishes: egg salad sand-
wiches and chicken minestrone soup. 

The chef was Barbara Steinheiser, an 
experienced professional cook and caterer. 
(She and her husband, Frank, are night 
managers at Providence House.) 

Steinheiser was assisted by her 15-year-
old nephew, Jason Fitzgerald, up for a visit 
from Vancouver, Wash. 

The students, who observed their in-
structor closely and who all rolled up their 
sleeves to do prep work, were much more 
familiar with the Chinese and Vietnamese 
cuisine they’ve known all their lives than 
with American cuisine. 

According to Naomi Chang, community 
builder at Rainier Vista, that was the point 

of the class.
“The goal of these cross-cultural cook-

ing classes is to help people bridge cultural 
gaps by learning and sharing each other’s 
culture,” said Chang, who has organized 
three such classes thus far and has sched-
uled another for this month. “Food is a good 
starting place to bring everyone together 
and encourage residents’ involvement in 
the community.”

Previous classes featured Asian and 
East African cooking. Another American 
cooking class was planned for early this 
month, and people in the community have 
expressed interest in attending a class in 
Vietnamese cooking. 

Chang coordinated with Angela Smith, 
of the Seattle Parks Department for the 
use of the community center, which has a 
good-sized kitchen right off a room suitable 
for dining. They held a second American 
cooking class there on May 2. 

Asked why she thought she’d been asked 
to teach the classes in American cooking, 
Steinheiser said that she’s frequently brought 
dishes to senior gatherings at Rainier Vista. 
“I enjoy cooking and I enjoy sharing, and 
people are always asking for my recipes.”

Now some Rainier Vista residents know 
at least two of those recipes from hands-on 
experience. At the dining table, the students 
universally praised the fruits of their own 
labors as “very good.”

To learn more about the cooking classes, 
call Chang at 206-722-4010, ext. 2

Program a place for kids to 
play, parents to connect
BY STACY SCHWANDT

Voice editor

“Wow,” 14-month-old Ce-
line Glavan said when she 
turned away from the play 
kitchen and noticed a collection 
of foam blocks made especially 
for climbing. 

She toddled toward the 
blocks, her mother Catherine 
in tow. 

“Oh, look it’s your good 
friend Jack,” Catherine said 
when she recognized their 
neighbors already having fun 
with the blocks.

Catherine greeted her friend 
and before long, the two moms 
were talking about runny noses 
and the season’s bad pollen 
count.

The two families are part of 
Neighborhood House’s Play 
and Learn program, which 
brings families of small chil-
dren together to develop early 
learning skills through play. 

Funded by a grant from the 

PHOTO BY STACY SCHWANDT

Parents talk while children play during a Rainier Vista 
Play and Learn session last month.

Business Partnership for Early Learning, 
a coalition of King County business lead-
ers stepping forward to invest in early 
childhood education, the sessions include 
supervised play, the exchange of parenting 
and community resources and a healthy 
snack.

The free program takes place at Rainier 
Vista on Tuesdays from 12:30 to 2:30 p.m. 
and on Fridays from 10 a.m. to noon until 
May 11. It will start up again in October. 

Sessions also take place in NewHolly.

For more information call Marcy Miller 
at 206-760-9330, ext. 17

“I could see other mothers pushing 
strollers in the neighborhood, but I was 
having trouble getting to know them,” 
said Glavan, a NewHolly resident. “This 
program has allowed me to meet so many 
different families. Kids are something that 
every culture values, treasures and puts 
their hopes and dreams in. This group helps 
us make connections, and that’s what ties a 
community together.”

The Job Connection helps 
turn jobs into careers
BY LARRY HILL

Seattle Housing Authority

Congratulations are in order for Ibado 
Eden, who just started her new duties as 
a Somali interpreter at the Rainier Park 
Clinic. 

Eden has built a very successful career to 
date. She was a highly regarded salesperson 
at Macy’s in the downtown Seattle location 
for many years. 

However, she has long been involved in 
volunteering for her Somali community, 
helping out in any way she is able as people 
make the difficult shift to a new country and 
a new culture. 

Through this work, Eden has become 
very familiar with the local network of 
social services and community based 
organizations that provide many of the 
much-needed services to newcomers. Her 
dream was to land a job with one of those 
organizations, which would allow her to 

give back to her community.
The Job Connection helped Eden make 

this transition from a good job into a fulfill-
ing career by helping her perfect her job 
applications and 
develop inter-
viewing skills.

E v e n  n o w, 
The Job Con-
nection staff is 
cont inuing to 
provide  Eden 
with computer 
training support, 
and wishes her 
well  with her 
new position.

Eden will certainly be a big support to 
those seeking medical services at Rainier 
Park Medical Clinic.

For more information about The Job 
Connection services, call 206-722-4010.

 Way to go Ibado!

Ibado Eden
like we did at Alder Crest in West Seattle. 
If we do that, it may be possible to do it 
one building at a time, so that relocation of 
residents is convenient.”

The Housing Authority acquired the 
Douglas in February for a purchase price 
of $5.6 million. The 68-unit apartment 
complex was built in 1959 and consists of 
four separate buildings. 

In most cases, when the Housing Author-
ity is interested in acquiring a property, 
SHA has been able to negotiate a satisfac-
tory price with the building owner. 

In a few cases, such as the Douglas, SHA 

has used its powers of eminent domain. 
When that happens, the court determines 

a fair market price for the property. The 
Housing Authority then structures rents at 
the building to cover the cost of maintaining 
it, which allows the rents to remain lower 
than they might otherwise be.

The Housing Authority also acquired the 
nearby Henderson Apartments in January. 
The Henderson is a smaller building, built 
in 1926, with a total of 11 units. 

In addition, SHA acquired the Baldwin 
Apartments a 31-unit building near Yesler 
Terrace at 124 13th Ave. 

Material prepared by the Seattle Hous-
ing Authority was used in this report. 
 

Douglas
Continued from front page
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is easy to find food when you are hungry, but it 
is not easy if you don’t have a stable home.

Residents’ personal stories also combat 
stereotypes. I want legislators to understand 
that stereotypes come from people who 
have never been down this road. 

Many people think that folks in public 
housing are shiftless, lazy and do not want 
to work. I think that critical life circum-
stances have put people in the position 
where they need to rely on external help to 
secure and maintain housing. 

I have lived this. It was inconceivable to 
me that I would ever live in public hous-
ing. I was a health care professional with a 
full-time job. After two accidents, I became 
disabled and unable to work. I had to rely on 
Social Security benefits, which is not enough 
to pay for fair market housing. If it could 

Stories
Continued from page 3

happen to me, it could happen to anyone. 
Our three voices are not enough. We 

need to make the message stronger. Leg-
islators need to have a true understanding 
of how many people are in need and why. 
We need to break the stereotypes. We now 
have the chance to change the face of public 
housing. If residents were to begin to find 
their voice and join us in this awareness 
effort, the impact would be powerful. 

We could save funding for public hous-
ing. We could break stereotypes. We could 
break down walls. And we can feel like 
viable, contributing members of the com-
munity again.

If you want to share your personal story 
with legislators as part of an awareness 
campaign, contact me at 206-527-7372 
or by e-mail at gina_602@msn.com or 
Ann Levine, community building coor-
dinator, at 206-615-3596 or by e-mail at 
annlevine@seattlehousing.org.

Join Chief Sealth trail 
grand opening 

Fatherhood forum tackles 
tough issues, offers inspiration

FROM STAFF REPORTS

Join the NewHolly community in 
celebrating the grand opening of the 
new Chief Sealth Trail.

The City of Seattle is hosting an 
event in celebration of the trail’s 
grand opening on Saturday, May 12 
from 10 a.m. to noon.

The event will take place west of 
the trail in the NewHolly neighbor-
hood, near 32nd Avenue South and 
South Willow Street.

There will be music and refresh-
ments.

The Chief Sealth trail is for walk-
ers, cyclists, rollerbladers and jog-
gers. It connects to the regional trail 
system, providing connections to the 
future Mountains-to-Sound Green-
way trail extension on Beacon Hill 
and Sound Transit light rail stations 
along Martin Luther King Jr. Way.

The new trail is one of five re-
gional trails that cross the city, connecting 
to schools, businesses and residents while 
promoting a healthy and active lifestyle.

Chief Sealth Trail has already won 
awards for creativity of design and ex-
ecution. It was the recipient of a 2006 
Vision 2020 Award from the Puget Sound 
Regional Council and a 2006 award for 
sustainability from the American Planning 
Association and the Planning Association 
of Washington.

Designed as a multi-use trial, it is distin-
guished by the fact that it makes use of the 
excavated soils that were recycled from the 
light rail construction site to both build the 
trail and create landscaping mounds along 
the trail corridor. 

About 15 years ago, a Beacon Hill resi-
dent came up with the idea of creating a 
pedestrian and bicycle trail along the City 
Light power corridor in Southeast Seattle. 

This idea was well-received and the trail 
has been a part of the Southeast Seattle 
neighborhood and transportation plans 
ever since. 

Until 2004, city officials expected the 
trail’s design and construction would begin 
in 2006. Fortunately, in the spring of 2004, 
trail plans were accelerated when the Sound 
Transit contractor for the Rainier Light Rail 
Project, offered to build the majority of the 
trail at no cost to the city, if city officials 

would agree to the placement of a large 
amount of excavated soil and concrete in 
the City Light corridor. 

The contractor would pay for the costs 
of building this trail with the dollars they 
would save by not trucking and disposing 
of the soils they moved during the Rainier 
Link Light Rail construction. 

Their idea, with the support of Mayor 
Greg Nickels and in collaboration with City 
Light, Sound Transit and Seattle Depart-
ment of Transportation, sent this amenity 
several years ahead of schedule and at con-
siderable cost savings to taxpayers. 

To build the trail itself, the contractor 
used clean soils from excavated street 
trenches and concrete crushed up from 
excavated city streets. This means that vir-
tually the entire trail is built with recycled 
materials. The height of the mounds varies 
at different locations. 

In addition to the trail meandering 
around and in between these mounds, 
much of the corridor itself is located on the 
hillside of Beacon Hill. Chief Sealth Trail 
winds through the right of way corridor in 
order to provide good transitions between 
the hills and at-street crossings.

The mounds themselves make attractive 
walking areas with lovely views into houses 
and neighboring yards. There are already paths 
worn along the tops of several of them.

VOICE FILE PHOTO

The Chief Sealth Trail officially opens this month.

BY VOICE STAFF

The third annual Fatherhood Fair 
brought fathers from all over the city 
together in the NewHolly Gathering 
Hall last month to talk about what it 
means to be a dad.

The event’s theme was “fresh 
start,” and the day’s speakers chal-
lenged the fathers in attendance, 
some of whom had spent time in 
prison or were estranged from their 
families, to make an effort to be there 
for their sons and daughters.

“You can start over, you can’t 
change things you’ve already done, 
but you can start over. That’s what 
“fresh start” is all about,” said Sean 
Benning, chair of the Greater Seattle 
Fatherhood Coalition, a group of 
local Head Start agencies, which 
organized the event.

In his keynote address, Pastor 
Carey Anderson of the First A.M.E. 
church in Seattle passionately re-
minded those present that beginning 

PHOTO BY STACY SCHWANDT

Fatherhood fair participants make use of 
resource booths set up at the third annual event.

to rebuild a relationship can be as easy as 
picking up the phone and letting your chil-
dren know that you love them.

Former Franklin High School basketball 
coach Ron Drayton told his own personal 
story, explaining how he was able to find a 
way to be a successful father despite facing 
a good deal of grief and trauma.

During his coaching days, Drayton was 
well-known for his focus on principles, 
discipline and academic excellence. He 
left Franklin in 1998, a year after his wife 
died of breast cancer, in order to raise his 
4-year-old son.

Open communication is one key to build-
ing a positive relationship with children, 
Drayton said.

“You got to talk to your kids, you really 
have to, but you also got to listen to them,” 
he said.

He encouraged those present to set rules 
for their family and adhere to them, but he 

also stressed that parents need to understand 
how to motivate their children to follow 
the rules.

“I see these parents; they don’t take 
the time to figure out what motivates their 
kids,” he said. “If you don’t really pay atten-
tion, you’ll go the old judge and jury route, 
saying, ‘Do it because I said to do it.’ That 
gets old for anyone, even kids.”

The forum culminated with a diverse 
panel of guests who discussed the role of 
fatherhood in the family and invited ques-
tions from the audience.

Participants were also invited to visit 
resource booths where staff members from 
local social service agencies provided infor-
mation about their programs and services.

The Greater Seattle Fatherhood Coali-
tion includes First A.M.E Child and Family 
Center, Seattle Public Schools Head Start, 
Neighborhood House Head Start, Puget 
Sound ESD and Men Count. 

Hats off to spring

PHOTO BY CLAIRE MCDANIEL

This is a sample of the fashionable hats displayed at the April Senior Gathering Hat 
Fashion Show at the Esperanza Apartments. From left to right are Esperanza residents 
Blondenia Mabry, Hester Garrett, Ella Harrison and Bessie Robinson; Beacon Tower 
resident Carol Brown in back; Neighborhood House’s Annie Edwards in front; Park 
Place resident Rita B. Davis in back; and Holly Court resident Diana Hawkins-Harris. 

The Senior Gatherings take place on the fourth Wednesday of each month at various 
locations. They are an opportunity for people to get together for lunch, camaraderie 
and community resource information. Call Annie Edwards at 206-461-4568, ext. 215 
for information on this month’s location.
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Steady diet of shows 
gives sculptor exposure

BY VOICE STAFF

Success is no stranger to Yesler Terrace 
sculptor Charles Parrish.

Parrish’s talent and determination have 
led to several exhibitions of his stone carv-
ings, plaster casts and pen-and-ink draw-
ings in recent years. 

One could argue that his success is a fit-
ting tribute to his subjects, which include 
such greats as Edwin T. Pratt and Desmond 
Tutu.

Throughout the month of May, Parrish 
will be showing about 16 sculptures and 12 
drawings at Calm Rain Designs, an event 
and studio space in the Central District.

The show will kick off with a reception 

from 5 to 9 p.m. on May 4. Calm Rain 
Designs is located at 1825 S. Jackson St. 
All are welcome.

In March, Parrish had a successful 
exhibit at Washington Care Center, a non-
profit nursing facility in the Rainier Valley. 
Parrish showed eight pieces in the lobby, 
and his exhibit included an explanation of 
each work of art and his biography.

“Most of our residents are wheelchair 
bound and many rarely leave the facil-
ity,” Lora Ray, a therapeutic recreation 
director at the facility wrote in a recent 
letter. “To have a local artist come into our 
building…has had a large impact on our 
residents.”

VOICE FILE PHOTO

Yesler Terrace resident Charles Parrish has shown his work in numerous galleries all 
over town. His most recent exhibit is at Calm Rain Designs this month.

Housing Authority director 
discusses redevelopment 
with residents
BY STACY SCHWANDT

Voice editor

Seattle Housing Authority Executive 
Director Tom Tierney told residents of 
Yesler Terrace last month that as long as 
they remain eligible for housing, they will 
be able to live in the community after re-
development.

“I think we can extend that promise to 
everyone,” he said, adding that rents will 
remain the same in the rebuilt housing.

When asked whether housing eligibil-
ity standards will change after redevelop-
ment, Senior Development Manager Judith 
Kilgore said SHA will work with current 
Yesler residents to determine specific cri-
teria for returning to the community.

Also in response to residents’ concerns, 
Tierney said SHA needs to find a way for 
residents who operate daycares and other 
small businesses in their units to continue 
after redevelopment. 

He presented the agency’s viewpoint on 
redeveloping the 30-acre public housing 
community in a conversation held directly 
with Yesler Terrace residents. About 35 
residents were in attendance.

For the past few months, communication 
on the issue has been primarily through 
meetings of the Citizen’s Review Com-
mittee, a panel of about 20 people that 
includes representatives from neighboring 
communities, nonprofits, the City of Seattle 
and Yesler Terrace.

The committee, chaired by former May-
or Norman Rice, is charged with making 
recommendations to the Housing Authority 
about the redevelopment.

At first, the plan was for the Housing 
Authority to stay out of the conversation 
while the committee was working, Tierney 
said.

“I understand now that there’s a danger 
in that because people at the last (CRC) 
meeting said, ‘We understand and trust 
what Norm Rice is saying, we understand 

and trust what’s going on with the com-
mittee, but we don’t understand what SHA 
is thinking or doing behind the scenes,’” 
he said.

Those at the meeting expressed an ap-
preciation for its informal atmosphere. 

Through an interpreter, Chinese-speak-
ing residents said they felt that a true dialog 
would be easier to achieve if the Housing 
Authority continues to meet directly with 
residents. 

Kilgore said SHA plans to hold such 
informational meetings monthly, as time 
and scheduling permits.

Before the meeting ended, Tierney also 
discussed the idea that the Housing Author-
ity could expand Yesler Terrace’s current 
boundaries as part of the redevelopment.

“The committee will provide guidance 
on whether the neighborhood should go as 
far as 14th Ave., 19th Ave. or 23rd Ave.,” 
he said, adding that such an expansion 
might allow redevelopment to take place 
at a slower pace so that people can remain 
on site if they choose to do so.

“Others may choose to be relocated 
somewhere else, and we will work with 
you during that period to provide you with 
good, safe and decent housing if that is your 
choice,” he said.

Relocation assistance will be provided to 
those who request it, Tierney said.

In other news, later in the month, the 
Citizen’s Review Committee met for a 
three-hour retreat. 

At the meeting, the committee worked on 
reaching a consensus on guiding principles 
for the project, and they put together defini-
tions for social equity, economic opportu-
nity, sustainable environmental stewardship 
and one-for-one replacement housing. 

A document describing their decisions 
will be printed and distributed throughout 
the community for review and comment. 

It will be translated into several languag-
es, and according to Housing Authority, 
should be distributed later this month.

Notes from the Manager
BY JUDI CARTER

Senior Property Manager

It is spring, and people are thinking about 
their yards. 

This year, more than ever, we need to 
be conservative with water, so please use 
only what water you need to keep your 
garden going. 

And, speaking of water use, if you notice 
that your toilet is running long after it was 
flushed, or your sink is dripping after you 
turn the faucet off, please phone 206-223-
3758 to put in a work order to have it fixed. 
We cannot afford to waste this valuable 
resource!

There are a limited number of weed 
eaters and lawn care tools available in the 
management office to check out for yard 
care. 

These tools can be checked out over 
night or for the weekend and must be re-
turned free of dirt and grass promptly when 
due back to avoid being charged a fee. 

A $25 fee will be charged for tools that 
are returned dirty. A $10 per day late fee 
will be charged for each day tools are kept 
past the date that they are due back. After 

five days, if the tool is not returned, the full 
charge for replacement will be assessed. 

Families are encouraged to purchase 
their own tools to avoid the inconvenience 
of having to wait for tools to be returned 
for check out. 

Also, if you do not want to cut your 
own grass, Neighborhood House has a list 
of individuals who do yard work inexpen-
sively. 

The phone number for Yesler Terrace 
Neighborhood House is 206-461-4522.

Next month the Juneteenth Celebration 
will be held on June 15. 

I can hardly wait! 
It is so much fun to see so many residents 

in attendance, visiting, enjoying great en-
tertainment and food. 

We are hoping to have the police horses 
this year and, of course, the book exchange. 
Maybe we’ll have a chess tournament or 
two, some bingo games, a volleyball game 
— something for everyone! 

I hope that a few more residents will 
phone Brett Houghton, Yesler Terrace’s 
new community builder, at 206-343-7484 
to see how they can help with this free 
community event.

Community notes

Senior gathering planned
Yesler Terrace seniors are invited 

to their monthly senior gathering, 
which takes place every third Thurs-
day in the Yesler Terrace Community 
Center, 917 Yesler Way, from 11:30 
a.m. to 1 p.m. 

The event includes food, activities 
and bingo.

For more information, contact An-
nie Edwards at 206-461-4552, ext. 
224.

Art project takes shape
BY VOICE STAFF

Art in the redeveloped Yesler Terrace 
should celebrate diversity, ensure a safe and 
enriching environment for kids, honor and 
express history, exist throughout the neigh-
borhood, preserve the natural environment 
and create connected outdoor spaces, or so 
said many members of the Yesler Terrace 
community.

The Pomegranate Center, a nonprofit 
community arts organization, is leading 
the community through a visioning pro-
cess to develop a plan for how art should 
be included in the community when it is 
rebuilt. 

They’ve held four meetings with small 
groups of Yesler Terrace residents since the 
beginning of the year and reported on the 
results of these meetings at a community 
gathering last month.

The Center’s Executive Director Milenko 
Matanovic said the next steps are to share 
the community’s priorities with the Seattle 
Housing Authority, the Citizen’s Review 

Committee and architectural planners so 
that they “will have these priorities in mind” 
as they begin to plan the redevelopment. 

It is also possible, Matanovic said, that 
the community could get together to work 
on some artwork later in the summer.

This artwork would live on in the future 
community, he added.
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Avoid driving to the 
Seattle Housing Authority 
central office
ወደሲያትል የቤቶች 
አስተዳደር ማዕከላዊ ቢሮ 
መንዳት ያስወግዱ!

በሲያትል የቤቶች 
አስተዳደር ማዕከላዊ ቢሮ 
አካባቢ የህንፃ ስራ ምክንያት 
በቅርቡ ለጎብኝዎች የፓርኪንግ 
ጉዳይ በጣም አስቸጋሪ 
ይሆናል፡፡

አንዳንድ አዳዲስ ህንፃዎች 
በአካባቢው በቅርቡ ስራ ላይ 
ይጀምራሉ፡፡ በደቡብ በኩል 
በስደስተኛው መንገድና በዴኒ 
ዌይ የመኪና መጠገኛ የነበረው 
ሲፈራርስ ከሱ ቦታ ላይ 100 
የሚሆኑ የመኖሪያ ሆቴሎችና 
ኮንዶሚኒየምስ ይሰራሉ፡፡ 
የህንፃው ስራ በዚህ ስፕሪንግ 
የሚጀምር ሲሆን ለጉብኝት 
የሚመጡትን የፓርኪንግ ቦታ 
በሙሉ ያስወግዳል፡፡

የቤቶች አስተዳደር የመኪና 
ማቆሚያውን መሬት ህንፃውን 
ከሚሰሩት ካምፓኒ በምትኩ 
110 ቋሚ የመኪና ማቆሚያ 
አዲስ በሚሰራው ህንፃ ስር 
የፓርኪንግ ጋራጅ እንዲሰራ 
ሲያደርግ ይህም በዓመት 
ውስጥ ስራው እንዲጠናቀቅ 
ለማድረግ ነው፡፡ አዲስ የሆነ 
የውጭ ኤሊቬተር ከዋናው 
ቢሮ ወደታች ካለው ፖርኪንግ 
ጋር የሚያገናኝ ይሆናል፡፡

በዚሁም አኳያ ከዋናው ቢሮ 
ወደምስራቅ በኩል በሚገኘው 
አሸዋማ ቦታ በአሁኑ ሰዓት 
ለተመላላሽና ለሰራተኛ 
ፓርኪንግ የሚያገለግለው 
ለማንኛውም ነገር ዝግ 
ይሆናል፡፡ ይህ ቦታ (ለብዙ 
ዓመታት የሲያትል የቤቶች 
አስተዳደር ሲያከራይ የኖረው 
ሲሆን) ለኮንደሚኒየምስ 
ግልጋሎት ይውላል፡፡

የቤቶች አስተዳደር በአካባቢ 
የሚገኙትን ፓርኪንግ ቦታዎች 
ለማከራየት የሚያስችለውን 
ሁኔታ እየፈጠረ ሲሆን 
ነገር ግን በትንሹም ቢሆን 
ለጎብኝዎችም ቦታ ይሰጣል፡፡ 
እነዚህም ቦታዎች ከመንገዱ 
በታች ያለውን ሲሆን ከህንፃው 
አጠገብ ግን አይሆንም፡፡ 
የቤቶች አስተዳደር ሰራተኛ 
የሆነ ኗሪዎችን የሚጨምርና 
ሌሎች ጎብኚዎችንም በተለያዩ 
ቦታዎች ስብሰባ ይጠራል፡፡

Iska reeb inaad baabuur ku 
wadid Seattle Housing Authority 
Xafiiska dhexe 

Dhismaha agagarkeeda Seattle 
Housing AuthorityXafiiskeeda 
dhexe wuxuu dhaqso ahaan noqon 
doonaa baarkin dadka yimaada oo 
inay soo booqdaan.

In badan oo dhismaha 
cusub ahi si dhqasi ahaan ayey 
u geleyaan dhismo. Dhica 
Koonfereed geeska oo ah Sixth 
Avenue iyo Denny Way, Gaariga 
Samaynta Dukaanka waa la 
dumin doonaa waxaana laga dhisi 
doonaa Hotel la deggen yahay 
100 condominiums.Dhismaha 
wuxuu bilaabmayaa Xilligaan aan 
ku jirno waxaana la mamnuuci 
doonaa Baarking dadka aragtida u 
imaanaya. 

The Housing Authority wuxuu 
iibinaya dhulka Baarking ah si 

loogu beddelo 110 baarkinno 
joogto ah iyo si lpp sameeyo 
Garaage oo dhismaha cusub taas 
oo dhammaan doona ilaa iyo 
sannad.  Wiishka cusub wuxuu ku 
xirnaan doonaa Xafiiska dhexe oo 
dhulka hoostiisa Garaashka ah.

Laakin dhinaca  woqooyi 
ee xafiiska hadda isticmaalo 
shaqaalaha msa noqon doono 
mid mar dambe la isticmaalo, 
Dhinacaan oo SHA kireysatay 
sannooyin ka hor wuxuu noqon 
doonaa guriyo ah kuwa dadan.

Housing Authoritywuxuu 
wadaa kiraynta Baarkinnada 
guryaha u dow, laakin waxay 
noqon doonaan xoogaa dadka 
aragtida u yimaada. Housing 
Authority shaqaalaheeda waxay 
kunqabsan doonaan shirar oo ku 
saabsan deegaanka iyo dad kale oo 
aragti ahaan u yimaada oo meelo 
kale ka mid ahba.

ኣብ ማእከላይ ቤት ጽሕፈት 
ስያትል ሃውሲን ናይ ፓርኪንግ 
ሽግር ከየጋጥመኩም መኺና 
እይትውሰዱ 

ኣብዚ ከባቢ ቤት ጽሕፈት 
ዝግበር ዘሎ ናይ ህንጸት 
ስርሓት ምኽንያት ናይ 
ፓርኪንግ ሽግራት የስዕብ 
ኣሎ።

ኣብዚ ኸባቢ ሓድስቲ 
ህንጻታት ምስራሕ ክጅመር 
እዩ ብወገን ደቡብ ኣብ ኩርናዕ 
ሲክስ ኣቨኑን ደኒ ወይን ኣቲ 
ጥቃ ጋራዥ መዓረዬ መካይን 
ፈሪሱ ሓደ ዓቢ መቐመጢ 
100 ክፍልታት ኮንዶሚንዩም 
ዘለዎ ክስረት እዩ እቲ ህንጸት 
ኣብ ወርሒ ስፕሪንግ ክጅምር 
ኣዩ ናይ ብጽሕቲ ፓርኪንግ 
ኣይክህሉን ኣዩ።

ስያትል ሃውሲንግ ነቲ 
ፓርኪንግ ሎት ንኮንትራክተርስ 
ህንጻ ሸይጥዎ ኣሎ ብለውጢ 
110 ነባሪ ፓርኪንግ ኣብ 
እንደርግራውንድ ጋራዥ 
ናይቲ ዝህነጽ ሓዲስ ፓርኪንግ 
ንዓመታ ክውዳእ እዩ ግዳማዊ 
ኤልቨተር ንቲ ምእከላይ ቤት 
ጽሕፈት ዘራኽብ ድማ ክስረት 
እዩ

ኮይኑ ግን እቲ ጸጸር 
ዝበዝሖ ፓርኪንግ ብወገን 
ምብራቕ እቲ ቤት ጽሕፈት 
ዝርከብ ናይ ስራሕ መካይንን 
ሰራሕተኛታት ፓርኪንግ 
ክተርፍ እዩ ስያትል ብክራይ 
እዩ ዝጥቐመሉ ነይሩ ሕጂ ግን 
ኮንዶሚንዩም ክስርሖ እዩ

ስያትል ሃውሲንግ ኣብቲ 
ከባቢ ፓርኪንግ ብኩንትራት 
ንምክራይ ኣብ ምስርሕ 
ይርከብ ንብጻሕቲ ዝውቀርብ 
ፓርኪን ክውሕድ እዩ እቲ 
ፓርኪን ንብጻሕቲ ስግር እቲ 
ጎደና ካብቲ ህንጻ ርሕቕ ኢሉ 
ክኸውን ኣዩ ናይ ስያትል 
ሃውሲን ሰራሕተኛታት 
ብብዝሒ ተቐማጦ ዝሳተፍዎ 
ኣኬባ ኣብ ካልእ ቦታ 
ከካይድዎ ኣዮም።

Avoid driving to the Seattle 
Housing Authority central office

HÃY TRÁNH LÁI XE ĐẾN VĂN 
PHÒNG CHÍNH CỦA NHA CẤP 
PHÁT GIA CƯ –Seattle Housing 
Authority

Việc xây cất chung quanh văn 
phòng chính của Nha Cấp Phát Gia 
Cư Seattle Housing Authority sẽ sớm 
gây khó khăn trong việc đậu xe cho 
khách vãng lai.

Một số cao ốc quanh khu vực sẽ 
được xây trong nay mai. Khu phía 
nam, ở góc đường số Sáu và đường 
Denny Way, thì tiệm sửa xe sẽ đuợc 
phá đi để xây lên một khách sạn và 
100 căn hộ cao cấp. việc khởi công 
bắt đầu trong mùa xuân này, bải đậu 
xe sẽ bị phá đi.

Cơ quan cấp phát gia cư Seattle 
Housing Authority đang bán đi bãi 
đậu xe cho nhà thầu xây cất, đổi lại họ 
sẽ cung cấp 110 chỗ đậu xe dưới tầng 
hầm của cao ốc mới, sẽ được hoàn 
thành trong khoản 1 năm. Sẽ có cầu 
thang máy phiá bên ngoài nối liền bãi 
đậu xe dưới tầng hầm đến văn phòng.

Trong khi đó thì baĩ đậu xe có trải 
đá ở hướng đông của văn phòng chính 
, đang đuợc dùng đậu xe của cơ quan 
và nhân viên, thì không đươc xủ dụng 
nữa. Khu vực này trước đây cơ quan 
Seattle Housing Authority đã cho thuê 
từ nhiều năm trước) sẽ được xây lên 
làm chung cư cao cấp.

Cơ quan cấp phát gia cư Seattle 
Housing Authority đang xúc tiến để 
thuê bãi đậu xe gần đó, nhưng chắc 
chắn sẽ có ít chỗ đậu xe cho khách 
vãng lai. Các chỗ này có lẽ là phía 
cuối con đường chớ không phải gần 
cao ốc của văn phòng. Nha Cấp Phát 
Gia Cư Seattle Housing Authority sẽ 
tổ chức các cuộc họp với cư dân hay 
với khách vãng lai ở các địa điểm 
khác. 

Khmer translation

There is no Khmer translation 
this month because our transla-

tor is on vacation. The Khmer 
translation will

return in the August issue.
Our apologies for 

the inconvenience.


