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Resource helps immigrant 
parents connect to schools
By Pam mcGaffin

Special to The Voice

September brings the first day of school, 
a time of great pride for parents who watch 
their children take steps toward adult-
hood. 

But these same parents may experience 
their share of nerves over how they can help 
their children adjust to a new environment 
and succeed in school.

For parents who aren’t familiar with the 
customs of American schools, the first day 
can bring even more anxiety.

A wealth of information exists to help 
immigrant families make the transition to 
Seattle Public Schools, but all that guid-
ance is lost on parents who can’t read.

The school district makes available to 
parents three booklets in seven to eight 
languages that address everything from 
attendance policies to the six best ways for 
parents to support their child’s education. 

To help those parents who can’t read, 
Neighborhood House — in collaboration 
with the district and with funding from the 
City of Seattle — initiated a nine-month 
project to produce audio CDs of school 
district materials. 

Among them are excerpts from the 
booklets, “An Introduction to Seattle Public 
Schools: A Guide for Bilingual Families,” 
“Get Involved in Your Child’s Education” 
and “Getting School Ready.”

CDs for both elementary school and 

middle- and high-school families were 
recorded in Somali, Vietnamese, Oromo, 
Tigrinya, Amharic, Spanish, Cambodian 
and English. The CDs were produced by 
Jack Straw Productions, a nonprofit audio 
arts center in Seattle.  

“The goal of the project is to make 
school information accessible to more 
families,” says Danielle Eidenberg-Noppe, 
family involvement coordinator for Neigh-
borhood House. 

In addition to making the CDs available 
this summer to parents in its Head Start 
and kindergarten readiness programs, 
Neighborhood House has the audio files 
on its Web site at http://www.nhwa.org/get
help/community-resources.php. The school 
district is also distributing the CDs.

Eidenburg-Noppe said she hopes to 
expand the project to include recordings 
in Laotian, Chinese and Tagalog.

It’s all part of a larger effort by the 
district, the city and several community 
organizations to build connections between 
immigrant families and their children’s 
schools. 

“For the student, just seeing their par-
ents in the building helps bridge the gap 
between the home culture and the school 
culture,” she says. “And parents gain con-
fidence around what they can do to support 
their children’s education.”

Pam McGaffin works for Moore Ink, 
a public relations firm that partners with 
Neighborhood House.

Immunizations can keep 
children safe in school
PuBlic HealtH – Seattle & KinG 
county

Keep children from kindergarten to high 
school safe this upcoming school year by 
making sure all of their immunizations 
are up to date. 

 “Immunizations are a very safe and 
effective way to keep children healthy and 
performing at their best and to prevent 
dangerous diseases in our community,” 
said Dr. David Fleming, Director and 
Health Officer for Public Health – Seattle 
& King County.

Besides increasing the risk of getting 
a disease, a child who is not fully im-
munized may be excluded from attending 
school or childcare during an outbreak of 
a vaccine-preventable disease, possibly 
lasting weeks. 

An infected child can also spread an 
illness to others, like those with a weak-
ened immune system, pregnant women 
or infants.
New school requirements 

Some school grades have new vaccine 
See “Immunizations” on page 4

United Africa Day 
celebrates connections

PHoto By craiG anGevine

Members of the Amandanyo World Music Band entertain the crowd during the event.

By unique SaunderS

Voice reporter

We make eye contact. I smile. He does 
not return the smile, but instead approaches 
me. After a brief greeting, he asks, “Where 
are you from? Have you ever been to Af-
rica?” I tell this stranger no, but that I would 
love to visit some day, and he begins to tell 
me about the beauty of the different coun-
tries that form the continent of Africa. 

Members of Seattle’s African commu-
nity filled the gymnasium of the Rainier 
Community Center last month for the 2007 
United Africa Day Festival. 

Making connections and educating 
attendees about Africa were the primary 
focus of this year’s event. People from dif-
ferent backgrounds celebrated their various 
cultures as well as explored the differences 
and similarities among them. 

The African Communities Network 
has organized United Africa Day nearly 
every year since its founding in 1999. The 
network’s President Ahoua Kone said the 
festival was started to unite Africans as 
African-Americans. 

All immigrants and refugees must learn 
to adapt to the American lifestyle and are 
united because of it, he said. Through the 
ACN and its events, native Africans and 
their families are given the opportunity to 
bond with one another and network to build 

a life in the United States. 
People wandered into the gymnasium 

after enjoying an authentic African meal 
catered by Hebret Catering and Mohamed 
Ibrahim and filled silver bleachers facing 
the stage. 

Others stood, mingling with one another 
and listening to what sponsors offered at 
information booths. 

The Amandanyo World Music Band 
played throughout the event, and a slide-
show ran behind the band. Images of 
Nigerian male and female models flashed 
followed by scenic pictures from the Ivory 
Coast and Eritrea. African culture was be-
ing shared and embraced by all attendees as 
well as those who put on the event.

“We need to make connections,” sug-
gested Said Farah, the stranger who had 
approached me. “Africans and African-
Americans need a special connection. 
Some African-Americans have never seen 
Africa. They hear about it, but have never 
seen it.” 

Farah, a Somali native, said he hoped to 
educate other attendees about the “beauty 
of Africa,” because sometimes Americans 
just see the negative aspects of African 
countries, he said.

The event bridged the gap between 
people from all circles of life. Someone 
from any background could find something 

Please see “africa” on page 2

“It’s pretty phenomenal to get 
a perfect review. We’re held 
accountable for more than 1,700 
performance standards.”
— Neighborhood House Child Devel-
opment Director Kathee Richter on 
the NH Head Start program’s flawless 
federal review.

See story on page 4
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Brighter, better community 
center serves Greenbridge

PHoto By miKe moore, moore inK Pr

U.S. Rep. Jim McDermott (left) and King County Councilmember Dow Constantine 
(second from left) join youth and others during the Wiley Center grand opening ribbon 
cutting.

By Pam mcGaffin

Moore Ink

People seeking services in Southwest 
Seattle now have a much more inviting 
place to get the help they need.

The newly remodeled Jim Wiley Com-
munity Center in White Center was cel-
ebrated in July with a grand re-opening 
attended by government leaders, residents, 
partner agencies and friends.

The center, at 9800 Eighth Ave. S.W., 
is in the heart of the redeveloping Green-
bridge public housing community on the 
site of the former Park Lake Homes. When 
completed in 2012, the neighborhood will 
include a mix of affordable housing, parks, 
trails, shops and services.

“The Wiley Community Center is what 
America’s social net should really look 
like,” said U.S. Rep. Jim McDermott at the 
grand opening.

Neighborhood House — which shares 
the building with the YWCA, Boys & Girls 
Club and Highline Community College — 

provides counseling, classes, employment 
help and other services at Greenbridge to 
area seniors, immigrants and low-income 
residents.

In addition to classrooms, offices and a 
computer lab, the environmentally-friendly 
“green” building features a gymnasium, 
whimsical public art, a large outdoor plaza 
and a kitchen that serves thousands of 
meals for children.

The remodeled building is less confus-
ing for the public and more comfortable 
and functional for those who work there, 
says Colin Sexton, community learning 
manager for Neighborhood House.

“Having all staff in a common space has 
been helpful for Neighborhood House’s ex-
panding services,” he says. “For 10 years, 
programs have been split between two 
separate buildings. Residents who come 
in now know how to find us. It’s made our 
services more visible and accessible.”

Pam McGaffin works for the public 
relations firm Moore Ink, a partner of 
Neighborhood House.

Neighborhood House 
expands services to seniors
By voice Staff

Neighborhood House is offering ser-
vices to more low-income Seattle and King 
County seniors and disabled individuals 
thanks to $350,000 in federal grants.

The three-year Resident Opportuni-
ties and Self Sufficiency grants from the 
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development are being used to enhance 
Neighborhood House’s programs in three 
public housing communities: Greenbridge/
Park Lake II Homes, Yesler Terrace and 
Jefferson Terrace. 

Neighborhood House is providing case 
management services and organizing 

monthly activities for seniors and people 
with disabilities. The program links resi-
dents of these communities to services that 
keep them living independently in their 
homes while connecting them with their 
neighbors and communities through ac-
tivities and events that promote healthy 
living.

The services are intended for residents 
who are disabled or 62 years or older.

For more information about eligibility or 
if you are interested in participating in the 
program, please contact Yohannes Hagos 
at 206-461-4522 in Seattle or 206-461-4554 
in King County.

Health Notes
A column devoted to your well-being

Fruits and veggies — more matters!
By KatHleen Perez-Hureaux

Special to The Voice

We all should eat at least five fruits and 
vegetables a day. Why? We all know they 
contain important vitamins, minerals and 
fiber. Recently we also learned that they 
contain phytochemicals. 

Phytochemicals are disease-fighting 
substances that may help to control blood 
pressure and lower our risk of many other 
chronic diseases. 

September is harvest time, a perfect 
time to try eating new and more fruits and 
vegetables. Apples, pears, grapes, squash 
of many kinds, broccoli, carrots and pota-
toes are all fresh and waiting at the market. 
Visit your local farmers market or shop the 
weekly specials at the grocers for fresh and 
frozen fruits and veggies. 

Look for those 10 for $10 specials and 
you will find lots of varieties.

Here are 3 tips that make eating veg-
etables easier: 

Cut them up! Cut up apples pears, or-
anges, carrots, broccoli. 

Sneak them in! Grate or cut carrots into 
small pieces add to tomato sauce or casse-
roles. Add chopped spinach to soups. 

Drink them! Make a smoothie with va-
nilla yogurt, half a banana and any fruit in 
season. Add a couple of spoons of frozen 
spinach or baby carrots. Toss in the blender 
with a bit of water. 

This makes a delicious smoothie.

15-minute Vegetable Soup
2 cans low-sodium chicken broth
1 small can diced tomatoes
Pinch of dry basil, onion powder or other 
spices you like
1 cup small dry macaroni—elbows are 
good
3 cups mixed frozen or fresh cut veg-
etables (try carrots, potatoes, and broc-
coli)
Salt and pepper to taste

Combine chicken broth, diced tomato, 
basil and onion powder. Bring to a simmer 
and add pasta and vegetables. Add salt 
and pepper. Simmer 10 minutes more. Let 
the soup sit for 5 minutes before serving. 
Serves 6.

Kathleen Perez-Hureaux is the chronic 
care manager for Puget Sound Neighbor-
hood Health Centers. You can reach her at 
206-461-6935, ext. 170.

Are you prepared? Take 
the disaster-readiness quiz
american red croSS

The American Red Cross and the City of 
Seattle Office of Emergency Management 
are partners in helping all public housing 
residents become better prepared.

The City of Seattle’s newest program, 
called Seattle Neighbors Actively Prepare,  
is a simple, flexible process designed to 
help neighborhoods plan and prepare for 
any potential emergency.

The need for citizen preparedness has 
never been greater. People need to be able 
to take care of themselves and their fami-
lies for a minimum of three days. 

Seattle Neighbors Actively Prepare 
educational programs are being scheduled 
throughout the city at numerous commu-
nity centers, schools and similar venues. 

More information about the program 
can be found on the Office of Emergency 
Management Web site at http://www.
seattle.gov/emergency.
earthquake readiness Quiz

Living in Seattle means you live on a 
fault line. An earthquake could take place 
any time without warning whether you and 
your family are ready or not.

How would you fare if an earthquake 
happened today?

        Yes        No    During the earth-
quake should you stay inside until the 
shaking stops?

Answer: Your mind is screaming “run 
outside” but because of building codes it 
is safer to be inside your home. Very few 

buildings collapse, but many have bricks 
and façades that fall near doorways and 
sidewalks. Go under a sturdy table, be-
tween pieces of furniture or crouch along 
an inside wall.

        Yes        No    Do you have enough 
water on hand to last three days?

Answer: Water is frequently disrupted 
after earthquakes, but it is absolutely 
essential for life. The Red Cross recom-
mends that you store one gallon of water 
per person per day for at least three days. 
This will provide enough water for drink-
ing and sanitation. Be sure to include water 
for pets. Cleaning and filling two liter soda 
bottles is an easy and affordable way to 
store water.

        Yes        No    Do you have back up 
medicine and a back up medical plan?

Answer: You won’t know when an 
earthquake will hit, so try to have a month’s 
supply of medicine in reserve and keep 
a list of important prescriptions. Staff at 
emergency shelters might be able to replace 
medications. 

If you require power-operated medical 
devices, have a back-up plan for power 
outages. If you rely on a doctor, determine 
ahead of time what you will do if clinics 
are closed or inaccessible.

Contact the Seattle Office of Emer-
gency Management at 206-615-0287 or 
the American Red Cross at 206-709-4528 
to learn more about what you can do to be 
ready for the next disaster.

at the event that related to their culture 
and lifestyle. There was music, dancing, 
performances and food. 

Sebhat Tenna of the ACN says it is not 
an easy task uniting the different African 
groups in Seattle. He says children are the 
one binding force amongst the groups. 

Africa
continued from front page

Children of refugees and immigrants, re-
gardless of where they come from, struggle 
to learn and integrate themselves into the 
American lifestyle.

African Communities Network member 
Tigist Negash says she enjoys coming to 
the festival because of the environment. 
She says the event is free of religion and 
free of politics. It’s just people uniting and 
sharing of themselves. 
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one to grow on
Garden tips for community gardeners

Auburn kids ride safely in 
style thanks to UW student

PHoto By deniSe lim

Neighborhood House Community Learning Manager Colin Sexton fits an Auburn 
youth with a bicycle helmet at a giveaway that took place in late July.

By voice Staff

Auburn children are safer on their bicy-
cles, thanks to a University of Washington 
Medical School student.

As part of her coursework, UW student 
Denise Lim organized a bike helmet give-
away in late July that reached more than 
60 youth from ages 1 to 13.

With the help of staff members from 
Neighborhood House and the Valley 
Medical Fire Authority, Lim fit low-income 
youth at the Burndale Homes Community 
Center with new helmets and passed out 
reflectors and bicycle safety information.

Many of the youth who participated in 
the giveaway are involved in the Neigh-
borhood House youth tutoring program at 
Burndale Homes. 

Center Coordinator Terrah Goeden 
said the response to the giveaway was 
spectacular.

“The children are very excited about 
their shiny, new helmets and sometimes 
wear them when they aren’t even riding 
their bikes,” she said.

Lim said that during a survey she did of 
the community, she noticed many Auburn 
bicyclists were not wearing helmets. Seattle 

has had a bicycle helmet law on the books 
since 2003, but there is no similar regula-
tion in Auburn.

When she approached the cyclists and 
spoke with them, she learned that many did 
not own a helmet. 

She decided to take action.
By researching the Auburn School 

District’s free summer lunch program, Lim 
found out about the King County Housing 
Authority community Burndale Homes, 
home to many low-income immigrant 
families from Russia and Ukraine.

Lim then contacted safety education 
organizations and obtained 45 donated 
helmets to give away. 

Local hospitals, clinics and the fire 
authority provided brochures and other 
educational materials about bicycle safety 
in Russian along with safety reflectors and 
training for fitting the helmets. 

Cash donations were used to purchase 
the additional 15 helmets.

During the fittings “we stressed the sig-
nificance of staying safe and injury free,” 
she said. “By providing materials in the cor-
rect languages, the families are more likely 
to read and learn from the information,”

community notes

Consider an IDA account
Do you wish for your own home? An 

education? 
You can make your dreams come 

true with an Individual Development 
Account. 

How does it work? Every dollar 
you save is matched with three more 
dollars. The money can be used to 
purchase a home or pay for college 
tuition. 

The program is reserved for individu-
als who are at least 18 years old and 
living in King County. Participants must 
have earned income and meet income 
and net worth guidelines. 

Over two to four years, you must 
save $2,000, which will be matched 
with a maximum of $6,000. To reach 
this goal, you only need to save at least 
$10 per month, attend financial train-
ings and meet with a case manager at 
least twice a month. 

To find out more, attend an orienta-
tion on Thursday, September 6 from 
6:30 to 8:30 p.m. at Hopelink’s Bel-
levue office, at 14812 Main St. Call 
Maria at 425-943-7579 to register. 

Worker retraining available
You could be eligible for job training 

and tuition assistance through the 
Worker Retraining Program at Seattle 
Central Community College.

Learn more at a free orientation, 
held every Thursday at 2 p.m. in room 
4180 on Seattle Central’s main cam-
pus, 1701 Broadway. 

Park in the garage at the corner of 
Harvard and Pine.

Training is available in biotechnol-
ogy, information technology, opticianry, 
carpentry and more.

Fall quarter classes begin Sept. 24. 
Call 206-587-6310 or visit http://www.
seattlecentral.edu to get started.

By anza muencHow

Special to The Voice

As I pull the weeds that threaten to 
choke out my vegetable garden, I wonder, 
“To throw them in the compost or not to 
compost, that is the question.” 

I know that a good hot compost pile will 
kill off most of the seeds and roots of the 
weeds, but what if you are using the slow 
composting method? 

Then you need to be more selective 
about the yard waste materials you use.

I try to remove the seed heads of an-
nual weeds before I compost the whole 
plant. For some perennial weeds, I remove 
the roots, especially for Canadian thistle, 
quack grass or bindweed (also known as 
morning glory) which can thrive in a cold 
compost pile. 

Check for these invasive roots when you 
turn your compost and remove them. Don’t 
let them become established in your garden 
by spreading your infected compost. 

I also avoid diseased plants like toma-
toes with blight and club root on the bras-
sicas (broccoli, kale, choy, etc.). I think it 
is best to try to avoid composting powdery 
mildew on the dying squash plants and 
cucumbers. 

So now you have a pile of selected gar-
den waste (weeds, leaves, grass clippings, 
bean vines, etc.) but how does this yard 
waste become a crumbly, rich compost that 
can improve your garden soil? 

Here is the scoop on compost. 
Compost just happens. Any pile of yard 

waste will decompose eventually. To make 
compost happen faster, keep these guide-
lines in mind:

Mix dried “brown” materials and fresh 
“green” materials, usually layering 6 
inches of greens then 6 inches browns. 

“Green” items include grass clippings, 
fresh manure, fresh weed leaves and stalks. 
Examples of browns are dried leaves, 
straw, shredded paper, etc. 

Keep a water hose nearby and sprinkle 
with a lot of water as you pile up these ma-
terials, especially in the summer months. 

The pile should always be as damp as 
a wrung out sponge. You may also want 

to cover the pile to keep it from getting 
soggy wet in the winter months. Incorrect 
moisture content is the main culprit when 
compost piles are not decomposing as fast 
as they should.

Don’t add soil to the compost pile, 
because it will compact it and reduce air 
flow. Air is such an important part of the 
composting process. There are enough 
soil-born microbes found on the roots 
and leaves of the collected materials to 
“work” on the compost, so don’t add a 
layer of soil, as older composting guides 
recommend. 

Smaller pieces of material will compost 
faster, so you may want to chop up any 
larger stalks. Think of adding pieces the 
size of your finger or smaller. We use a 
machete and a chopping block, especially 
on anything very woody.

Lastly, keep aerating the compost pile 
by turning it over once a month or so. It 
will decompose without turning, but the 
process is much slower.

Planting a winter cover crop is an excel-
lent way to reduce weeds in a garden and 
enrich the soil at the same time. Plant nitro-
gen-fixing “green manure” like fava beans, 
vetch or field peas and these will choke out 
weeds, loosen and enrich your soil. 

The rains actually compact soil and 
having a cover crop will protect soil from 
compacting. Sow these while the weather 
is still warm (late September), so that they 
have time to germinate. They then grow 
slowly as the days become short and the 
temperature drops.

Keep watering well this month and until 
the fall rains start. Water your soil (and its 
microbes), not the leaves of your plants. 

Check your soil to see if it is damp a few 
inches below the surface. A deep soaking a 
couple times a week is better than a quick 
sprinkle every day. When the rains start, 
the microbes and earthworms will become 
more active and their work will enrich your 
soil for next year’s plantings.

Anza Muenchow is a farmer and a vol-
unteer with P-Patch. 

You can reach her by e-mail at maha-
farm@whidbey.net or on the Internet at 
http://www.mahafarm.com.

What’s the dirt on composting anyway?

Library seeks volunteers for 
Homework Help program
Seattle PuBlic liBrary

The Seattle Public Library is seeking 
volunteers for its Homework Help program 
at the Columbia, Delridge, International 
District-Chinatown, NewHolly, Raini-
er Beach and South Park branches.

Homework Help volunteers work with 
elementary, middle and high school stu-
dents after school, helping them understand 
their homework assignments, develop ef-
fective study skills and master approaches 
for solving math problems. 

Many of the students enrolled in the 
Homework Help program are recent im-
migrants or refugees who are learning 
English. 

Volunteers are asked to commit to work-
ing with students for two hours per week 
throughout the 2007-08 school year. 

The orientation for new Homework 
Helpers will take place this month.

 Qualities of successful Homework 
Helpers include:

•  A desire to support the education of 
elementary, middle and high school stu-

dents along with previous experience as a 
teacher, tutor, parent or youth volunteer.

•  An understanding of the techniques 
of active listening and strong interpersonal 
communication skills, including a sense 
of humor.

•  Ability to interact with students who 
are new English speakers and new to the 
country.

•  Patience, flexibility and a willingness 
to use a variety of methods to promote un-
derstanding and academic learning.

•  Foreign language skills are a plus, vol-
unteers who have a conversational ability 
in Amharic, Cantonese, Mandarin, Oromo, 
Somali, Spanish, Tigrinya or Vietnamese 
are especially welcome.

•  Math, grammar and reading skills. Un-
derstanding of higher-level math (algebra, 
trigonometry and calculus) is helpful.

•    Respect of diverse lifestyles, cultures, 
religions and values.

For more information, contact Anne 
Vedella, volunteer services coordinator, at 
anne.vedella@spl.org or 206-386-4614.



4 – loCAl AND NAtIoNAl NeWS

THe VoIce

SePTemBer 2007

Neighborhood House 
Head Start gets perfect 
federal report card 

By Pam mcGaffin

Special to The Voice

When youngsters enter Neighborhood 
House’s Head Start preschool classrooms 
this fall, they’ll be benefiting from a pro-
gram that received a spotless report card 
from the federal government.

Neighborhood House’s Head Start and 
Early Head Start programs received a 
perfect score in a federal review conducted 
earlier this year, putting it in an elite group. 
Of those monitored over the past year, only 
9 percent nationwide were found to be 
in total compliance, according to federal 
Head Start spokeswoman Tara Wall.

Neighborhood House was one of only 
three programs to get a perfect score in 
the four-state region, which encompasses 
Washington, Oregon, Idaho and Alaska. 

“It’s pretty phenomenal to get a perfect 
review,” said Kathee Richter, child devel-
opment director at Neighborhood House. 
“We’re held accountable for more than 
1,700 performance standards.”

Head Start is a federal program that 
provides comprehensive services for 
low-income and disabled children and 
their families, including preschool, child 
development, nutrition, health, and fam-
ily support. 

Parents receive training in how to help 
their children develop and learn, and are 
linked with community services and re-
sources that meet their needs. 

Neighborhood House’s Head Start pro-
gram serves 172 children, ages 3 to 5, at 
four Seattle Public Housing communities: 
Rainier Vista, New Holly, Yesler Terrace 
and High Point. Its Early Head Start home-
visiting program serves 74 children, aged 
3 and younger, as well as pregnant women 
and families.

Ninety percent are refugee or immigrant 
families, representing 14 different cultures, 
Richter said. Nearly all of the families are 
at or below the federal poverty level.

Neighborhood House is a 101-year-old, 
Seattle-based non-profit organization 
dedicated to advancing self-sufficiency 
for low-income, immigrant and refugee 
families, most of them living in and around 
King County’s major public housing com-
munities. It has been offering Head Start 
for more than 35 years.

Federal reviews are done once every 
three years, Richter said. Over the course 
of a week, a team of reviewers conduct 
interviews and monitor different aspects 
of the program, including early childhood 
education, health, safety, disability ser-
vices, family services, program design, and 
management of the $2.3 million budget.

Three years ago, Neighborhood House’s 
Head Start program had only one “not-too-
serious” finding, Richter said. 

Among Head Start programs in the 
region, the average number of findings 
is four. The most common deficiencies 
nationwide are in the areas of finance and 
record-keeping.

Richter said Neighborhood House staff 
and leadership have worked hard over the 
last 10 years to get the program to where 
it is today. Leaders toured other programs, 
hired experienced staff, provided training 
and created new support systems. 

The perfect score doesn’t mean Head 
Start staff won’t continue to strive for 
improvements, she said. “We know our 
program isn’t perfect. There are always 
things to improve. But it’s nice to know that 
we’re 100 percent in compliance.”

Pam McGaffin works with Moore Ink, 
a public relations firm that partners with 
Neighborhood House. 

NH Head Start 
enrolling now

Neighborhood House is NOW ENROLLING for its Head Start and Early Head 
Start programs.

If you’re a low-income family living near Yesler Terrace, Rainier Vista, High 
Point or NewHolly with a child aged 0 to 5, this program could be for you. 

NH offers home visits for children to age 3 and a school-based program for 
children from 3 to 5 years old.

Call 206-461-8430, ext 247 for information about Head Start enrollment and 
206-760-9330, ext 10 for information about Early Head Start. Neighborhood 
House also serves children with disabilities and special needs.

PHoto By miKe moore, moore inK Pr

Head Start students in the Rainier Vista community crack open the books.

Women’s summit planned
By voice Staff

The Seattle Women’s Commission will 
convene its fourth biennial summit at Se-
attle University’s Pigott Hall, 901 12th Ave. 
in Seattle, on Saturday, October 6, 2007, 
from 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Keynote speakers will include Wash-
ington state Rep. Sharon Tomiko Santos 
and Kristen Rowe-Finkbeiner, author of 
the award winning book “The F-Word: 
Feminism in Jeopardy—Women, Politics, 
and the Future” and co-founder and execu-
tive director of MomsRising.org.

The summit will bring together women 
and men from the greater Seattle area 
to discuss issues that matter to Seattle 
women. It will include dynamic workshops, 
facilitated discussions and an interactive 

resource fair. 
The summit will help participants 

develop skills to advocate effectively for 
women’s issues through trainings on com-
munication, advocacy and leadership. 

Workshop sessions will highlight a 
variety of issues of importance to women 
including economics, leadership, health, 
advocacy and violence against women.

The information shared at the Summit 
will guide the Seattle Women’s Commis-
sion on its annual work plan and directly 
inform its policy recommendations.

The role of the Seattle Women’s Com-
mission is to identify and recommend poli-
cy, legislation, programs, and budget items 
concerning women to Seattle’s mayor, City 
Council and city departments.

requirements this fall. 
•  Sixth graders who are 11 years of age 

and older and have not been vaccinated 
against tetanus in the last five years should 
receive the tetanus, diphtheria and pertus-
sis (Tdap) vaccine. 

•  Children entering kindergarten, first 
and sixth grade will need to get their vari-
cella vaccine for chickenpox or document 
that they have had the disease. 

•  Three doses of hepatitis B are now 
required for children entering kindergarten 
through 10th grade. 

•  Two doses each of measles, mumps 
and rubella are required for children enter-
ing kindergarten through 12th grade. 

State law requires children to have 
specific immunizations before they attend 
school. For a complete list of required 
school immunizations, visit Public Health’s 
Back to School Immunizations web pages: 
http://www.metrokc.gov/health/immuniza-
tion/school.htm. 
Where to get immunizations 

Regular health care providers provide 
childhood immunizations. For information 
on special back-to-school immunization 
clinics in King County as well as Public 
Health immunization clinic sites, addresses 
and phone numbers, visit the Back to 
School Immunizations web pages or call 

the Public Health Communicable Disease 
Information Line at 206-296-4949. 

Public Health centers provide childhood 
vaccines on a sliding fee scale. No child is 
turned away without receiving the required 
vaccines due to an inability to pay.

Parents should check immunization 
records to confirm that immunizations are 
up to date. Parents are requested to bring 
immunization records with them to the 
doctor’s office. 
risks of not vaccinating 

Parents or legal guardians have the right 
to choose not to immunize their children, 
based on medical, religious or philosophi-
cal reasons. 

Parents or legal guardians must sign 
the appropriate box on the Certificate of 
Immunization Status form to exempt their 
child from receiving vaccines required for 
school entry. 

There is a significant risk, however, 
when choosing against vaccination. If 
exposed to a vaccine-preventable disease, 
a child may become infected or may be ex-
cluded from attending school or childcare 
during the outbreak. 

Providing effective and innovative 
health and disease prevention services 
for over 1.8 million residents and visitors 
of King County, Public Health - Seattle & 
King County works for safer and healthier 
communities for everyone, every day. 

Immunizations
continued from front page

Hopelink offers free money 
management classes
HoPelinK

Hopelink’s adult education department 
is offering free money management classes 
starting in September to any interested 
adults. These classes focus on improving 
credit, making use of tax credits, saving for 
major purchases, steps to home ownership 
and more.

The classes are: 
•  Financial Foundations – Wednesday, 

September 12 from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. Build-
ing assets, setting financial goals, priori-
tizing expenditures, making step-by-step 
plans to reach financial goals.

•  Banking & Budgeting – Wednes-
day, September 19 from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. 
Choosing a bank, creating a household 
budget, setting financial goals, teaching 
children about money, handling financial 
emergencies and learning new ways to 
save money.

•  Credit Management – Part I is Wednes-
day, September 26 from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.; 
Part II is Wednesday, October 3 from 
6:30 to 8:30 p.m. Two-part class covering 
establishing and maintaining credit, read-
ing a credit report, avoiding identity theft 

and more.
•  Taxes & Insurance – Wednesday, 

October 10 from 6:30-8:30 p.m. Earned 
income tax credit, child tax credit, tax re-
sources, home, life and auto insurance you 
need, the best deals on insurance.

•  Homebuyer’s Education I – Tuesday, 
October 23 from 6 to 8:45 p.m. (note: be-
ginning and ending times differ from other 
classes). Advantages and disadvantages of 
home ownership, preparing and qualifying 
for buying a home, down payment assis-
tance programs.

•  Homebuyer’s Education II – Thurs-
day, October 25, from 6 to 8:45 p.m. (note: 
beginning and ending times differ from 
other classes). Steps to home ownership, 
credit issues, negotiating home price, home 
inspection, loan closing, more. 

All classes are held at Hopelink’s Bel-
levue Center at 14812 Main St. You may 
register for as many of the classes as you 
wish. A Spanish-speaking interpreter will 
attend all classes, and free childcare is 
available to parents who register in ad-
vance. For more information or to register, 
please call 425-943-7579.
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Readers of The Voice share their ideas
reader’s viewpoint

Yesler Terrace community council seeks input

Nora Gibson and Juan 
Martinez confirmed as new 
SHA Commissioners
Seattle HouSinG autHority 

Mayor Greg Nickels has appointed Nora 
Gibson and Juan Martinez to serve three-
year terms on the Seattle Housing Author-
ity Board of Commissioners. 

Both appointees were confirmed by the 
city council on Aug. 13. 

Gibson and Martinez will replace SHA 
Commissioners Jennifer Potter and Betty-
lou Valentine, both of whom served on the 
commission for two terms or more.

“We are very excited at the prospect of 
working with both Ms. Gibson and Mr. 
Martinez,” said SHA Executive Director 
Tom Tierney. “They both have impeccable 
qualifications, and I am sure they will add 
important skills and perspectives to our 
board.” 

Gibson is executive director of Elder-
Health Northwest, the largest adult day 
health program in the Pacific Northwest. 

Elder-
Health 
operates 
f ive adult 
d a y  c e n -
t e r s ,  t wo 
of  w h ic h 
are located 
in Seat tle 
Housing 
Authority 
buildings. 
Gibson’s 
30-year 

career has 
focused on providing community-based 
long-term care for aging adults.

At the City Council committee hear-
ing on Aug.7, Gibson said the need for 
creative solutions to meet the needs of 
low-income elderly residents is becoming 

more urgent. 
Her vision for a healthy future for SHA 

would include assisted living floors in some 
buildings along with partnerships to build 
smaller, clustered housing for elders. 

Gibson is affiliated with a number of 
professional organizations and is current-
ly a board 
member of 
the Nation-
al Pioneer 
Network, 
the Brain 
Injury As-
sociation 
of  Wa sh -
ington, 
Alzheim-
er’s Asso-
ciation and 
Washing-
t o n  Ad u l t 
Day Services Association.

Juan Martinez is the state field director 
for the Washington Tax Fairness Coalition 
where he works with community, educa-
tion, labor, faith and human services orga-
nizations to advocate for a progressive tax 
system that will benefit working families. 

Martinez also spent five years working 
for the Department of Social and Health 
Services, where he worked as a case man-
ager for a range of people seeking services. 
He also brings labor and political organiz-
ing experience. 

Martinez has worked with U.S. Con-
gressman Jim McDermott and served as 
the president of Local 843 Washington 
Federation of State Employees. Martinez 
also serves on the board of directors of 
the Seattle Central Community College 
Foundation.

Nora Gibson

Juan Martinez

By KriStin o’donnell

Special to The Voice

The Yesler Terrace Community Council 
has a transition team which is working 
to determine the future organization and 
leadership of the Community Council. 

We want a group which can include 
every person in our community who wants 
to be part of making decisions for and de-
termining the priorities of the council. 

We need a council which goes beyond 
sharing information and voting on issues. 
If we are not working together, if we are 
not strong, our neighborhood will not 
survive.

Working together is challenged by our 
lack of a common language and culture, 
but working together will be more effec-
tive when we bring together the varied 
organizing and negotiating skills of our 
many cultures. We will learn from one 
another. We will work together and with 
our community allies to get what we want 
and need.

The Council now has an attorney, Laura 
Whitaker. She will help us reach our goals 
— we must and we will decide what those 
goals are.

Yet another Citizen Review Committee 

meeting was held in August. We continue 
to work on core values. In September we 
will talk about core values some more. We 
should have a fine set of them when the 
committee winds up this fall. It is likely 
that we won’t have time to consider what 
will get built at Yesler Terrace and maybe 
beyond.

There were also two informational meet-
ings on redevelopment for people who live 
in communities near Yesler Terrace last 
month. August can be a fine time for meet-
ings like this — few people attended. More 
people may have attended if the proposed 
“expanded planning footprint” of Yesler 
Terrace had been more clearly called out in 
the community mailing. We are continuing 
to talk about replacing Yesler Terrace units 
post-redevelopment somewhere that isn’t 
Yesler Terrace. Some might call replace-
ment — in another place — displacement. 
Bad word, displacement.

Kristin O’Donnell is the president of 
the Yesler Terrace Community Council 
and a member of the Citizens Review 
Committee. 

Voice subscribers who live in Seattle 
Housing Authority communities can read 
more about the Yesler Terrace redevelop-
ment on page 7 of the SHA News section.

Help others breathe easier
Volunteer with the American Lung Association 
tHe american lunG aSSociation

The American Lung Association of 
Washington is now accepting applications 
for the Master Home Environmentalist fall 
2007 volunteer training. 

Classes will be held from Sept. 18 to 
Nov. 20 at the association’s Seattle office, 
2625 Third Ave. 

This free 35-hour training meets Tues-
days from 6:30 p.m. to 9 p.m., and occa-
sional Saturdays.

Master Home Environmentalist vol-
unteers:

•  Learn to recognize indoor health haz-
ards that contribute to allergies, asthma and 
chemical sensitivities 

•  Find low or no cost solutions to reduce 
these problems 

•  Teach others about health hazards in 
their homes 

•  Conduct home environmental as-
sessments

You don’t need to be an expert or en-
vironmentalist to become a Master Home 
Environmentalist — just be interested in 
learning about lead, mold, dust, household 
chemicals and other pollutants and excited 
to share this information with other com-
munity members.

Volunteer applications are due Septem-
ber 10, 2007. 

For an application or more information, 
contact Casey Coulombe at 206-441-5100 
or by e-mail at casey@alaw.org. You can 
also visit the American Lung Association 
of Washington’s Web site at http://www.
alaw.org.

Founded in 1906, the American Lung 
Association of Washington’s mission is 
to assure lung health for the people of 
Washington. For more information about 
the Lung Association of Washington’s anti-
tobacco, asthma and air quality programs 
or special events, call 1-800 LUNG USA. 

Menu labeling, trans fat 
ban to begin in 2008
PuBlic HealtH – Seattle & KinG 
county

People will be able to make more in-
formed food choices and have a safer food 
supply as the result of an action by the King 
County Board of Health to require menu 
labeling in King County chain restaurants 
and to eliminate artificial trans fat in all 
King County restaurants by 2008. 

“Our rising health care costs, our grow-
ing number of obese, diabetic and chroni-
cally ill residents and a lack of information 
to inform choices that improve our health, 
all prompted the Board of Health to take 
action,” said board member and Seattle 
City Councilmember Sally Clark.

Since last December, the King County 
Board of Health has considered options to 
halt and potentially reverse the growing 
obesity trend in our county, said Issaquah 
Mayor and board member Ava Frisinger.

“We resolved that banning trans fats and 
requiring chain restaurants to menu label 
were important options we could imple-
ment,” she said.  

Board of Health Member Dr. Bud Nicola 
said that menu labeling has the support 
of more than 65 percent of King County 
residents, who want to know how healthy, 
or unhealthy, restaurant meals are.

“People with diabetes who track their 
intake of carbohydrates, people with high 
blood pressure who watch the sodium con-
tent of foods and people who are overweight 
or obese who are calorie or fat counting, 

will all see direct benefits in their ability to 
manage their condition,” he added.
more about menu labeling 

The new law will require chain restaurants 
with more than 10 national locations to dis-
play calorie, fat, sodium and carbohydrate 
information on menus by August 1, 2008. 

If the restaurant uses a menu board, the 
calories will be posted on the board in the 
same size and font as the price information. 
The remaining nutritional information will 
be provided in a plainly visible format at 
the point of ordering.  Only standard menu 
items will need to be labeled — occasional 
“specials” will be exempt. 

King County will be the second juris-
diction in United States to require menu 
labeling in some food establishments. 
More about artificial trans fats 

Trans fats will be eliminated in all King 
County restaurants in two phases. Fry oils 
and shortenings with artificial trans fats 
will not be permissible after May 1, 2008. 
Restaurants must find alternatives for mar-
garine and all other products containing 
trans fats by February 1, 2009.  

Artificial trans fats have been used 
widely in the restaurant and processed 
food industries because they have a high 
smoking temperature and keep food stable 
over a long shelf life. 

Industry trends have been to find al-
ternatives to the use of trans fats, so there 
are non-trans fats options available from 
distributors and in processed products.

Free genetic testing to be 
offered at Sickle Cell walk
By voice Staff

Free testing for sickle cell trait and an 
appearance by Seattle Seahawk Bobby 
Engram, whose daughter has the disease, 
will be featured at the second annual Walk 
for Sickle Cell Disease on Sunday, Sept. 2, 
at Seward Park. 

The Northwest Sickle Cell Collaborative 
— a partnership of health care providers and 
advocates — will offer the tests during the 
event, scheduled to begin at 10 a.m. The fee 
to register for the walk is $20 for adults and 
$15 for seniors and youth 17 and under. 

No advance sign-up is necessary for the 
blood tests, which involve a simple finger 
prick with little discomfort. Those under 
the age of 18 must have the consent of a 
parent or guardian. 

Test results will be provided by mail or 
phone, and genetic counseling information 
and referrals will be available as needed.

Millions of Americans go through life 
unaware that they carry the gene for sickle 
cell, a potentially debilitating disease they 
could pass on to their children. 

The disease affects the hemoglobin, or 
oxygen-carrying part of red blood cells, 
which become hard and crescent-shaped. 
Unlike normal donut-shaped cells, sickle 
cells jam up and block blood vessels, caus-
ing pain, anemia and sometimes organ 
damage, infections and other complica-
tions. There is no cure.

For more information or to register for 
the walk, visit the Web site at http://www.
nwsicklecell.org or call 206-987-6972. 
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Have You Been
DenieD Benefits?
social securitY DisaBilitY, ssi, veterans’ 
claims & long term DisaBilitY Benefits

figHt for tHe financial & meDical Benefits You Deserve

• Home visits   • no fee unless we win

• referrals welcome

george anDre fielDs ◆ attorneY at law

206.622.5679

You Can Make a Difference!

$25000

Sign on Bonus

NON-MEDICAL
CAREGIVERS WANTED
WE OFFER: Matching Retirement Plan, 

Med. Avail., Vacation Pay, Hourly
Shifts to 24 hr. Shifts Avail. 

Home Instead Senior Care
South/Pierce Co. 253-943-1603

CALL NOW!

Kelly Services is hiring for pick/pack workers, ship-
ping, receiving, assembly, and warehouse profes-
sionals. Jobs are located in North Bend, a 30 minute 
scenic drive from Bellevue or Auburn. Fantastic jobs 
in a great location. Casual work environment, Full-
Time hours with the opportunity for overtime. We 
do drug testing and background checks for all these 
awesome jobs.

Power 
Up Your 
Wallet!

Call today! 425-497-7901

AWESOME PAY
$11.00 per hour/Day

$12.00 per hour/Swing

Is Now Hiring

Now HiriNg!
Full Time iNbouNd

cusTomers service reps
Pay StartS at $11.60/hr. and uP

dePending on exPerience.

At AT&T you can look forward to:
■	Competitive pay
■	 exCellent mediCal/

dental/vision plans
■	 401(K) savings

to start your application now, call

1-866-344-5627

Inbound calls, no sellIng
HS Diploma/GED and Excellent Communication Skills Required

the new

your world. delivered.

Diversity is the AT&T way of standing apart: AA/M/F/D/V. ©2005 AT&T Wireless LLC.

onSite hiring Fair
Wed. Sept 12

between 9am- 3pm

3755 Monte Villa Parkway
Bothell, Wa 98021

Onsite
Hiring

Fair

■	automatiC raises every 6 
months

■	 11 weeKs of paid training
■	 free Cellular serviCe

WE HAVE OVER 100 
POSITIONS WITH

TOP WASHINGTON
COMPANIES!

• Nintendo • Fluke
• HUDD • Q-Media

and Many More!
Call

Kelly Services Today,
Start Working

Tomorrow!

MARYSVILLE
800-863-6238

EVERETT
888-217-0757

REDMOND
800-454-7230

KENT
800-884-6213

TACOMA
253-471-0415

RECRUITMENT & TRAINING



Write your ad here (one word per line)

Marketplace coupon
Do you have a couch or other item you want to sell? Take advantage of the 
free person-to-person classified advertising  in The Voice by filling out your 
24-word ad below. Remember, write only one word per line and don’t forget 
to include your telephone number in your ad! Mail your ad before the 18th 
of the month and it will be included in the next month’s issue.

Mail to: PPC, 4000 Aurora Ave. N., Seattle, WA 98133 fax: 206-461-1285
E-mail: classmgr@nwlink.com w/subject line “The Voice”

Name _____________________ address _____________________________

city _____________________ state __________________ ZIp ___________

Telephone ______________________ E-mail __________________________

check the classification: □ Items for sale  □ autos for sale  
□ Items wanted  □ services  
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Items for Sale

For sale!
6 Strings guitar for $200 

or Best Offer. 
Call 206-527-0558

Two hotel lounge chairs $50 
for both or $30 each. 

Solid oak business desk $75.  
Acer 32x high tower for 

computer and key board. 
253-212-6610

Wanted

HORNETS WANTED!
All summer & fall.

Free non toxic removal of most 
from not sprayed paperball type 

nests about football size or 
larger.  425-485-0103 

venoncollect4free@comcast.net

CLASSIFIEDS

WorkSource Provides
• Job Preparedness Workshops
• One on One Career Guidance

• Weekly Hiring Events

These services are 
FREE

 and open to the public. 
Translation services are 
available upon request.

Visit our website
www.worksourceskc.org

Locations
Auburn: 253.804.1177
Renton: 206.205.3500
Rainer: 206.721.6000

Seattle Downtown:
206.436.8600

North Seattle: 206.440.2500

Redmond: 425.861.3700

South Seattle Community 
College: 206.764.5304

Got Stuff to Sell? 
Turn it into CA$H!

A Community Garage Sale 
is a wonderful way to 
pool lots of items for sale 
& attract lots of buyers!

So why not pool your 
resources & submit a FREE 
Garage Sale Coupon.

Services

CLASSIFIEDS

in Woodinville 
We’ve Raised Our 

Starting Wage!
NOW HIRING!

FT Guest Services Supervisor
FT Overnight Stocking 

Dayside Stocking
Cashiers

Other Part Time Positions
Apply Inside:

13950 NE 178th Place
Woodinville, WA

or Call 425-482-6410

LOST IN TRANSLATION?
LEARN ESPERANTO!

It’s four times easier then English.  
Speak with your neighbors from 

around the world. 
For Information 206-600-1178 

or seattleesperanto.org 

sEpTEMBEr 2007

U N E M P L O Y E D ?
U N D E R  E M P L O Y E D ?

Or Are Your Unemployment Benefits Exhausted

Call Seattle Central Community College 
Worker Retraining Program

WE CAN HELP!

• Training in high-wage, high-demand fields, 
    such as Dental Hygiene, Information Technology, 
    Marine Carpentry, Marine Deck and more!
• Career exploration, job search support.
• Tuition funding, transportation assistance, childcare

Seattle Central Community College complies with all federal and state rules and regulations and 
does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, creed, religion, national origin, age gender, 
sexual orientation, marital status, disability, or status as a veteran or Vietnam-era veteran.

Call today!  You may be eligible. 
(206)587-6310 • seattlecentral.edu/wrp

Fall Quarter-Sept. 24

We offer:
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Adigoo Shaqaynaya ayaad mu-
caawimo ku helaysaa gaari aad 
leedahay

Si aad ku tago shaqada adigoo ka imana-
ya gurigaaga, Sushila Shiwakoti waxay soo 
toostaa 4ta waxaya isticmaashaa 2 saac oo 
basaska ah. 

Sidii ay u heshay gaarigeeda Shiwakoti 
waxay isticmaashaa waqti yar. 

Ku shaqaynta mashruuca dhulka, wuxuu 
leeyahay 317 oo baabuur la isticmaalay ah oo 
loogu tala galay dadka dakhligoodu yar ya-
hay oo deegaanka kuwaasoo bixiya qiimaha 
siiqa ka yar oo boqolkiiba 7ba qiimaheeda.   

Ka qayb galayaasha waxay u tahay 
wax weyn oo gaari wanaagsan. Iyaga xi-
taa waxay baranayaan sidii ay u xukumi 
lahaayeen dhaqaalahooda ayna u dhisi la-
haayeen asalkooda xagga deynta ay u dhisi 
lahaayeen hagaajinta iska bixinteeda.

Si aad ugu qalanto Working Wheels, waa 
inaad ahaataa kuwa ku nool King County iyo 

aad hesysataa Warqadda Baabuur wadidda, 
waa in dakhligaagu dhan yahay tusaale 
qoyska 4ta ka kooban waa inay dhakhligooda 
ka hooseeya $3,440 bishiia Waxaad lahaan 
kartaa dembi ama xukun wax dhibaato ahi 
malaha haddii aan hagaagsanayn xagga 
deyntaada labadii sano ugu dambeeyey. 

Waa inaad awoodaa mashruuca ah 
Working Wheels oo baabuurta (qiyaastii 
bishiiba aad iska bixin kartid $200 deynta 
Caymiska iyo gaaskaba ), iyo inaad u 
baahantahay Gaari aad ku shaqo tagto 
sababtoo ah waxaa dhibaato kuugu ah 
raacidda baabuurta dadweynaha  qoyska 
wuu u baahan yahay gaari socda.

Si aad u barato in badan waxa la yiraahdo 
Working Wheels, wqaxaad aadaa  www.
working-wheels.org or call 206-694-6833.

Chương Trình Working Wheels 
có thể giúp qúi vị làm chủ một 
chiếc xe

Để đi từ nhà đến chỗ làm, cô Sushila 
Shiwakoti  thường phải dậy lúc 4 giờ 
sáng và phải tốn 2 giờ đồng hồ đi xe bus. 

Từ khi cô có được chiếc xe qua 
chương trình Working Wheels, thì thời 
gian cô Shiwakoti đi đến chỗ làm thu 
ngắn hơn nhiều.

Chương trình Working Wheels, là 
một chương trình của cơ quan Solid 
Ground (trước kia có tên là Fremont 
Public Association) đã bán được 317 
chiếc xe cho người có lợi tức thấp với giá 
cả dưới mức thị trường và với mức tiền 
lời 7 phần trăm.

Người mua không những mua được 
xe tốt với giá rẻ. Mà họ cũng còn được 
học hỏi cách quản lý tài chánh của họ và 
ổn định hoặc sữa sang lại tín dụng của 
họ bằng cách dự các lớp học miễn phí 
về quản lý tiền nong, đặt ra ngân quỷ chi 
tiêu hàng tháng và trả tiền cho các món 
nợ của họ.

Để được hợp lệ cho chương trìng 
Working Wheels, quí vị phải là cư dân 
của quận King, có bằng lái của tiểu bang 
Whashington. Qúi vị phải được hợp lệ 
qua mức lợi tức qui định, thí dụ như một 
gia đình 4 người thì mức lợi tức phải dưới 
$3440 một tháng. Trong vòng hai năm 
qua, qúi vị không vi phạm luật lái xe lúc 
say rượu (DUI0, không phạm tội hình 
liên quan tới việc lái xe, không gặp vấn 
đề thiếu nợ tín dụng hay khai phá sản.

Qúi vị cũng phải có khả năng để 
trả nợ cho chiếc xe trong chương trình 
Working Wheels (thường thì khỏang 
độ $200 tiền nợ xe hàng tháng, tiền bảo 
hiểm, tiền xăng), và qúi vị phải dung 
chiếc  xe để đi làm vì nếu không có xe, 
thì sẽ gặp khó khăn, kể cả (lý do) việc tốn 
lâu giờ cho việc đi đến chỗ làm, nhu cầu 
gia đình cần chiếc xe (khác) vì không có 
khả năng sữa chiếc xe không còn an tòan 
hay không còn chạy được nữa.

Muốn biết thêm về chương trình 
Working Wheels, xin hãy vào trang mạng 
http:// www.working-wheels.org hoặc gọi 
cho số 206-694-6833.

Working Wheels can help you buy 
your own car
ወርኪንግ ዊልስ የራሳችሁን 
መኪና እንድትገዙ ይረዳችኋል

ከቤት ወደስራ ለመሄድ, ሱሽላ 
ሺዋኮቲ ከጠዋቱ 4 ሰዓት ተነስታ 
የሁለት ሰዓት መንገድ በአውቶቡስ 
ትጓዝ ነበር፡፡

ሽዋኪቲ መኪናዋን ያገኘችው 
በወርኪንግ ዊል አማካኝነት ስለሆነ ጉዞዋ 
በጣም አጭር ሆኖላታል፡፡

ወርኪንግ ዊልስ፤ የሶሊድ ግራውንድ 
(ፍሪሞንት አሶሴየሽን) ተብሎ 
የሚጠራው ሲሆን ወደ 317 ያገለገሉ 
መኪናዎችን ለአንስተኛ ገቢ ላላቸው 
ኗሪዎች ከገቢያው 7 ፐርሰንት በታች 
ለከፈሉ ሽጧል፡፡

ተሳታፊዎች ጥሩ መኪና ብቻ 
አይደለም የሚያገኙት፡፡ በተጨማሪም 
ገንዘባቸውን ሆነ ያለፈ ታሪካቸውን 
መገንባት ወይም መመስረት 
እንደሚችሉ፣ የገንዘብ አጠባበቅና 
የየወሩን በጀትና የተበደሩትን እንዴት 
አድርገው መክፈል እንደሚችሉ የነፃ 
ትምህርት ያገኛሉ፡፡

ለወርኪንግ ዊል ፕሮግራም 
ለሟሟላት፣ የኪንግ ካውንቲ ኗሪና 
የዋሽንግተን የመንጃ ፈቃድ 
ያስፈልጋል፡፡ የገቢዎትም መጠን 
መሟላት ያስፈልጋል፡፡ ለምሳሌ አራት 
ቤተሰብ ያላቸው ገቢያቸው በወር 
ከ$3,440 በታች መሆን አለበት፡፡ 
ከመኪና መንዳት ጋር የተገናኘ ወንጀል 
ወይም እየነዱ መስከር፣ ትልቅ የክሪዲት 
ችግር ወይም ባንክራፕሲ ባለፈው ሁለት 
ዓመት እንዲኖር አያስፈልግም፡፡

ከዚህም ተጨማሪ የወርኪንግ 
ዊልስን መኪና ወጭ ለመሸፈን መቻል 
ያስፈልጋል (ይህም ማለት በወር $200 
ለብድር ክፍያ፣ ለኢንሽራንስና ለጋዝ), 
እንዲሁም የመኪና አስፈላጊነት፣ 
ለሚያጋጥምዎ ችግር፣ በህዝብ 
የትራንስፖርት አገልግሎት ለረጅም 
ጉዞ እጥረት መኖሩ፣ የቤተሰብ ፍላጎትና 
የማይንቀሳቀስን መኪና ለመጠገን 
አለመቻል ወይም ጎጂነቱ ሲረጋገጥ 
ነው፡፡

ስለወርኪንግ ዊልስ በተጨማሪ 
ለመረዳት, ወደ http://www.working-
weels.org ይመልከቱ ወይም በስልክ 
ቁጥር 206-694-6833 ይደውሉ፡፡

ዎርኪንግ ዊልስ ናትኩም 
መኪና ንኽትገዝኡ ይሕግዝ

Working Wheels can help you buy 
your own car

ካብ ገዛ ንስራሓ ንምምልላስ 
ሹሺላ ሺዋኮቲ ንግሆ ሰዓት 4 
ትትንስእ ነይራ ክልተ ሰዓት ድማ 
ኣብ እውቶቡስ ትሕልፎ ነይራ። 

ካብ ዎርኪንግ ዊልስ ሓገዝ 
መኪና ምስረኸበት እትጉዓዘሉ ግዜ 
ንስራኣሕ  ቐኒሱ

ዎርኪን ዊልስ ናይ ሶሊድ 
ግራውንድ ፕሮግራም ቀደም 
ፍሪሞንት ፓብሊክ እሶሺእስን 
ዝበሃል ዝነበረ 371 ሰብ እቅእዲሙ 
ዝተጠቕመለን መካይን ንትሑት 
እቶቶም ተቐማጦ ብትሕት ዝበለ 
ዋጋ ህሉው ዕዳጋ 7% ሽይጡ

ሽይጡ እዞም ተስተፍቲ ጽቡቕ 
ዋጋ መካይን ጥራይ ኣይኮነን 
ዘጋጥሞም ቁጠባዊ ትሕዝትኦም 
ብምቁጽጻር ክረዲቶም የምሓይሹ 
ንጻ ናይ ወርሓዊ እቶቶም  ገንዘብ 
ኣውዓዕላ ትምህርቲ ይመሃሩ 

ክምኡውን ከመይ ገይሮም ዕዳኦም 
ክምዝኸፍሉን ብተወሳኺ ይመሃሩ። 

ይመሃሩ ኣብዚ መደብ እዚ 
ብቕዓት ንክትረኽቡ ተቐማጣይ 
ብምዃን ብቑዕ ናይ መኪና መዘውሪ 
ፍቓድ ዘለዎም ክትኮኑ ይግባእ 
ብምሰረት እቶትኩም ብቕዓት 
ትረኽቡ ንምሳሌ 4 ኣባት ስደራቤት 
ዘለዋ ስድራ እብ ወርሒ $3,440 
እቶት ክሕልዋ ይግባእ ብስኽራን 
ዝተተሕዘ ክኸውን የብሉን ግበን 
ዝይብሉን ናይ ክረዲት ዓቢ ዕዳ 
ዘይብሉን ክምኡውን ባንክራፕሲ 
ኣብ ዝሓለፉ ክልተ ዓመታት።

ብዝወሓደ ውርሓዊ ዕዳ $2000 
ክትከፍል እትኽእል ክትከውን ኣሎካ 
ክምኡውን ነዳዲ ኢንሹራንስን 
ብምኽንያት ሽግር ንስራሕ 
እውቶቡስ ክትውስድ ክምዘይትኽእል 
ካልእ ናይስድራ ሽግር ክምዘሎካ 
ክትዕረ ዘይትኽእል መኪና 
ክምዘላትካ እተመላልስ መኪና 
ክምእተድልየካ ክተረጋግጽ ይግባእ

ብዝበልጸ ንምርዳእ ኣኣብዚ 
ዝስዕብ ስልኪ ቑጸሪ ትድውል 206-
694-6833 or http://www.working-
wheels.org
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SHA raises deposit amounts, 
changes transfer policy
By Jeff Arnim

Seattle Housing Authority

As the cost of repairs to vacated Low 
Income Public Housing units continues to 
increase, Seattle Housing Authority man-
agement has elected to raise the amounts of 
the security deposit residents must pay.

Starting Sept. 1, security deposits will 
be charged at $250 for a one-bedroom unit, 
$350 for a two-bedroom, $450 for a three-
bedroom and $500 for a unit with four or 
more bedrooms. 

The revised amounts apply both to new 
residents and to residents transferring from 
one unit to another.

“If a resident had paid a security deposit 
of $150 for a one-bedroom unit, then the 
resident transfers to another one-bedroom, 
he or she would be required to pay the $100 
difference between the $150 deposit origi-
nally paid and the new amount of $250,” 
explained Property Management Adminis-
trator Cindy Sribhibhadh. 

The changes affect only security depos-
its, which were last increased two and a half 
years ago. Other deposits, including those 
for satellite dishes, water beds, gardens and 
fences remain unchanged. The lock-out fee 
will also stay the same.

As of Aug. 1, Seattle Housing Authority 
also modified the voluntary transfer policy 
for Low Income Public Housing program 
participants. Although the policy has 
changed, residents will still be permitted to 
move to a different building for any reason. 
Residents wishing to transfer will be treated 
the same as any housing applicant and will 
no longer be charged a transfer fee.

Residents now have the option to apply 
and be placed on waiting lists for up to 
two specific Low Income Public Housing 
buildings. 

Residents who choose to do so will be 
considered and processed as new appli-
cants. Any resident who was approved for 
a voluntary transfer before Aug. 1 will still 
be processed, but no new requests will be 
accepted under the old policy.

Although the new option does not allow 
a resident to choose a specific unit, he or she 
can still select a preferred building, without 
paying a fee. The option is available to 
residents of both family communities and 
high-rise buildings.

Residents interested in applying to be 
housed in another building should complete 
and submit Seattle Housing Authority’s pre-
application. This can be obtained and 

Please see “Policies” on page 2

Careful planning precedes 
work at Center Park

Photo By tinA  Ayres

Center Park residents listen to a presentation about the type of construction work that 
will take place when their building is renovated as part of the homeWorks project.

By sven Koehler

Seattle Housing Authority

After two years of ongoing construction, 
when most people hear the name home-
Works they think of replacing old plumbing 
with new copper pipes. 

But some buildings, like Center Park, 
already had this work done years ago, so 
homeWorks is focused on other ways to 
improve the way the building works for all 
the people who live there. 

Construction at Center Park will involve 
intense remodeling in every apartment. 
Besides wall and floor repairs and a new 
paint job in every unit, each will get a new 
kitchen designed with an eye toward mak-
ing them easier to use for all residents.

Seattle Housing Authority is proud that 
Center Park, built in 1968, is one of the first 
apartment buildings in the United States to 
be constructed specifically to serve people 
with physical disabilities. 

While all the new kitchens will meet 
ADA accessibility standards, a percentage 
of them will be outfitted with even more 
built-in accessibility features, like space for 
wheelchair maneuverability under the sinks 
and cook tops and lower counter heights. 

Each apartment will be under construc-
tion for about three weeks. 

Since it would be extremely difficult 
to use the apartments during the work, 
residents will temporarily relocate to 
specially-designated “hotel units” within 
the building. This is similar to the process 
employed at Ballard House, where profes-
sional movers helped residents pack and 
transport their households back and forth 
within the building while their units were 
being refurbished.

The planning to minimize the effects of 
construction is a collaborative effort. 

Property Manager Bill Drummond 
explained that he and other building man-

agement staff met with each resident indi-
vidually to discuss the project and to learn 
about their particular needs in a confidential 
environment. 

“With the information gleaned from 
these meetings, we should be able to di-
minish the impact tenants will experience,” 
he said.

For example, the key to independent 
living for many residents with visual im-
pairments is a carefully structured home 
environment where everything is in its 
place. The Housing Authority will make 
sure that someone who relies on knowing 
their unit’s layout by memory will have a 
unit with a similar configuration so items 
can be put into their familiar places.

Armed with information about the con-
struction, residents are getting prepared. 

Center Park resident Jim Bush said, 
“Among residents, there is a sense of 
anticipation — the fact the building is get-
ting done is a ‘positive’ — along with a 
considerable amount of trepidation (over) 
the fact there’s going to be a lot of disrup-
tion, especially with the moving of people 
from unit to unit.” 

Residents have already seen some of 
the benefits of homeWorks in person, as 
the remodeling of the building’s office was 
completed in the spring. But Bush noted 
that information about when work starts 
in each unit would be especially valuable. 
Residents learned they will soon receive 
their own personalized calendar show-
ing when the three-week long remodel is 
scheduled in their unit. 

While the contractor will begin work 
early this month, the first construction in 
the apartments will not start until October 
and continue until spring 2008. 

Meanwhile, work crews will be starting 
on the other building improvements such as 
exterior repairs, roofing and the installation 
of the new ventilation system.

Proposed budget for 2008 
shows small increase
Funding for Voice included in proposal
seAttle housing Authority

Seattle Housing Authority has drafted a 
2008 work plan and budget that will be pre-
sented to its Board of Commissioners this 
month. Passage of the new budget, which 
will cover January to December 2008, is 
scheduled for late October. 

Summaries of both documents will be 
available after Sept. 5 on the agency’s Web 
site, http://www.seattlehousing.org. 

Housing Authority staff and board 
members invite residents and community 
members to attend the 2008 budget and 
“Moving To new Ways” annual plan public 
hearing. The Seattle Housing Authority will 
discuss the plan and budget and hear public 
comments. 

The meeting is scheduled to precede the 
monthly Board of Commissioners meeting 
and will take place at 3:30 p.m. on Sept. 17 
at SHA’s central office, 120 Sixth Ave. N. 

The proposed budget shows an increase 
in revenues of about $9.5 million for ac-
tivities funded by the MTW grant, which 
includes the Low Income Public Housing 
Program, the Housing Choice Voucher 
Program (Section 8) and funding for LIPH 
capital improvements. This grant will total 
about $101.7 million for 2008, compared 
with $90.9 million in 2007. These revenues 
are increasing as a result of congressional 
action on the federal budget since the last 
election. This increase will help the agency 
keep pace with increasing maintenance 
demands in our public housing buildings, 
rising construction costs and inflation.

Approximately $4 million will be added 
Please see “Budget” on page 2
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THe voIce

About The voice

The Voice is a monthly newspaper published by Neighborhood House with  
financial support from Seattle Housing Authority resident participation funds. 

The Voice is developed and edited by Neighborhood House with help from SHA 
residents and staff. It strives to provide a forum for objective news and informa-
tion of interest to low-income people and those living in SHA communities.

The Voice welcomes articles, letters to the editor and columns from readers. 
If you’d like to submit an article, or if you have a question about anything you’ve 
read in this publication, feel free to contact Editor Stacy Schwandt at 206-461-
8430, ext. 227 or by e-mail at stacys@nhwa.org.

If you have questions about SHA-related stories, you may also contact SHA 
Communications Director Virginia Felton at 206-615-3506 or by e-mail at 
vfelton@seattlehousing.org. 

You can also mail submissions to: The Voice, Neighborhood House, 905 
Spruce St. #200, Seattle, WA 98104. Please include your name and contact 
information on your submission. 

All submissions are subject to editing for accuracy, style and length.

submitted online, or printed from the Seattle 
Housing Authority Web site (http://www.
seattlehousing.org) and mailed in. Copies of 
the pre-application form are also available 
at resident managers’ offices and at Seattle 
Housing Authority’s PorchLight facility, 
907 N.W. Ballard Way.

The change in the voluntary transfer 
policy resulted from regulatory require-
ments associated with Seattle Housing 
Authority’s homeWorks project, which is 
revitalizing high-rise Low Income Public 
Housing buildings throughout the city. 

To meet the standards of the tax-credit 
funding that finances the project, Seattle 
Housing Authority is not allowed to charge 
an administrative fee on transfers for resi-
dents living in tax credit units.

Rather than require some but not all 
residents to pay a fee, Seattle Housing Au-
thority chose to change the previous policy 
and eliminate transfer fees altogether.

to the Section 8 program in order to fund all 
of the vouchers that Seattle residents are en-
titled to. Housing Authority staff members 
intend to maximize the number of vouchers 
leased out over the next year. 

In addition, staff will review occupancy 
standards in this program with the intent of 
allowing families to qualify for larger units. 
Occupancy standards in nearby counties are 
more generous than SHA’s, which is result-
ing in some participants leaving Seattle.

The Housing Authority will continue 
to monitor the housing market so that the 
amount of rent a voucher will cover contin-
ues to match rising rents in the area.

Within the Low Income Public Housing 
Program, budget levels are staying about 

Policies
Continued from front page

Budget
Continued from front page

the same, with small increases for inflation. 
Funding for The Voice is secured for the 
year. One program is being cut from the 
proposed budget. It is a program through 
the Nature Conservancy that provides art 
activities for youth and children in Rainier 
Vista and Yesler Terrace. 

A major highlight of the proposed 2008 
budget is the continuation of the home-
Works project. During 2008, staff members 
expect to complete Phase 1 of homeWorks, 
continue Phase 2 and begin Phase 3. This 
program is renovating essential structures 
in 22 of SHA’s residential high-rises. 

The new MTW plan and budget builds 
on the agency’s past work. Some of the 
plans for 2008 include the following:

•  Build 232 new public housing and 
workforce rental units in the second phase 
of High Point.  

•  Begin construction of community 
facilities in High Point and support the 
completion of the Boys and Girls Club’s 
new facility at Rainier Vista.

•  Re-open the Housing Choice Voucher 
waitlist.

•  Sell the remaining 40 to 45 Scattered 
Sites units included in the approved recon-
figuration plan and replace them in more 
accessible locations.

•  Begin developing master plan alterna-
tives and start environmental review for 
future redevelopment of Yesler Terrace.

•  Generate nearby replacement options 
for Holly Court.

•  Plan for the redevelopment of proper-
ties purchased in 2007 near Villa Park and 
the former Lake City Village site. 

•  Possibly develop and implement self-
sufficiency requirements for public housing 
tenants who are able to work.

If you have any question about the hearing 
or the annual plan, contact Andria Lazaga 
at 206-615-3546 or by e-mail at alazaga@
seattlehousing.org. If you need  special 
accommodations or translation assistance, 
please contact Lazaga by Sept. 10.  

Senior Housing achieves 
100 percent occupancy

Photo By ClAire mCDAniel

Seattle Housing Authority maintenance and admissions staff members applaud their 
achievement of 100 percent occupancy in SSHP buildings.

By ClAire mCDAniel

Seattle Housing Authority

In early August, the Seattle Housing 
Authority achieved an impressive goal: 
Every Seattle Senior Housing Program unit 
was leased and occupied at the same time, 
resulting in a zero percent vacancy rate. 

The program’s 23 buildings, established 
by a bond passed by Seattle voters in 1981, 
provide housing for people over 62 and for 
a small number of disabled adults.

The program’s staff took some time out 
last month to celebrate the achievement of 
a very rare milestone. Management recog-
nized that it was the result of an extraordi-
nary team effort.  

Judi Anderson, senior property manager, 
was first to address the crowd. She thanked 
the maintenance staff for working hard 
to prepare the apartments for occupancy. 
She noted that in 2003 the program had 55 

vacancies.
“We slowly brought it down and we 

were averaging about 10 or 11 a month,” 
she said. “So I looked at the vacate board 
and saw where we were and I said, ‘We 
can do this!’”

Next to express gratitude was Bob Kane, 
trade/vacates supervisor for the Housing 
Authority.  

“I want to recognize that this is a big 
group effort and we couldn’t have done it 
without everybody’s hard work and dedica-
tion,” he said. “It really shows that we are 
dedicated, have good customer service, are 
dependable and do the job right.”

Cindy Sribhibhadh, property manage-
ment administrator, acknowledged the staff 
for working with the applicants so efficiently 
and effectively. Don Ashlock, housing opera-
tions director, also thanked the group.

“This is a great event!” he said. “I’m 
really proud of everybody.” 

Shelly Yapp joins SHA as 
Chief Financial Officer
By virginiA felton

Seattle Housing Authority 

Shelly Yapp has been the chief 
financial officer at Seattle Housing 
Authority for just two months now, 
but already the white board in her of-
fice is covered with notes about goals 
and projects. 

She stepped into her new job just 
as work on the 2008 budget went into 
high gear. This has provided many op-
portunities to get perspective on SHA’s 
financial situation and get to know her 
staff and staff throughout the agency, 
Yapp said.

Yapp came to the Housing Authority 
from the Seattle Center, where she was 
in charge of redevelopment. Before 
that, she was executive director of the 
Pike Place Market. 

She has also served as deputy mayor 
under former Mayor Charles Royer Shelly Yapp

and as budget director for King County, 
where she worked with former SHA Execu-
tive Director Harry Thomas.

“My Seattle Center job gave me an ap-
preciation for what it takes to do develop-
ment activities successfully — how they 
are financed, planned and carried out,” she 
said. “That experience helps me appreciate 
what is needed for SHA to be successful 
with both redevelopment activities and real 
estate transactions and how to ensure that 
SHA has proper financial systems in place 
for managing these activities.”

Yapp also noted that her Pike Place 
Market experience gave her a genuine ap-
preciation for the concerns that low-income 
residents have about their housing. 

During her tenure at the market, it was 
threatened by a group of investors from 
New York who wanted to change it. 

“When I was working on this problem, 
I heard from a lot of elderly residents who 
lived in low-income housing at the Market. 
They were really afraid they would lose 
their housing,” she said. “It made me really 
angry that the New York investors were 
putting them through this — I was totally 
motivated by the opportunity to advocate 
on their behalf. I knew I was fighting on 
the side of right.”  

Yapp said her experience overseeing 
five low-income buildings at the market 
gives her an appreciation for SHA’s role 
in managing and maintaining its many 
properties.

The opportunity to work at SHA was at-
tractive to Yapp because she sees the agency 
as a traditional public entity, but with an 
entrepreneurial focus. 

“I think that’s a combination that makes 
an agency vital, as well as fun and exciting 
to work with,” she said

She understands her own mission at 
Seattle Housing as providing financial in-

formation to managers in the most useful 
form possible. 

“For example, our financial management 
needs to support our development activi-
ties, so that the project managers are better 
able to manage their operations. This also 
applies to our housing operations manag-
ers,” she said. 

Yapp has already formed a work group 
to look at what financial information is rou-
tinely provided to managers and to suggest 
changes. She also plans to develop a set 
of policies that will guide SHA’s financial 
structure into the future. 

“I believe that SHA would be well-

served with clear policies that guarantee 
sound financial practices will be in place 
well into the future. This includes policies 
about debt service and capacity, reserve 
levels and our use of various kinds of bor-
rowing,” she said.  

Yapp added that “homeWorks is a great 
example of the kind of project that good 
financial management can play a role in. 
Not only is homeWorks improving living 
conditions for residents, it is also allowing 
those buildings to operate more efficiently 
and economically. It provides an oppor-
tunity to preserve housing into the future 
and to use our financial resources in a very 
effective way.”

More SHA news 
in cover section

Read about the newly-appointed 
members of the Seattle Housing 

Authority Board of Commissioners 
on page 4 of the section entitled 

“The Voice.” 
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neighbors invited to 
get involved in training
By Dorene Cornwell

Special to The Voice

The Creating Neighborhood Connec-
tions project is planning a series of work-
shops centered in Northeast Seattle called 
Getting Involved in Your Neighborhood. 

Some of your neighbors are learning 
disaster awareness information, practicing 
their presentation skills and preparing a 
great program. This fun series of work-
shops will require four Saturdays of your 
time. The series will begin in October and 
more information about the dates, time and 
location will be available by the first week 
in September. 

We are looking for participants and tak-
ing sign ups now. This project is funded by 
a City of Seattle Department of Neighbor-
hoods Small and Simple Matching Fund. 

Workshop participants will get to pho-
tograph their neighborhood and make 
collages and maps that represent the area. 
They’ll be able to tell their friends about 
valuable resources and learn from other 
participants about their favorite places and 
activities. At the same time, participants 
will get to explore their own passions and 
share them with others.

The program will give you the chance to 
learn about the City of Seattle’s Department 
of Neighborhoods Small Sparks Program. 

The Small Sparks program teaches 
people of any background how to write 
a grant request for up to $250 to fund 
community-building projects. The grant 
application is just one page. The Getting 
Involved Workshops offer the opportunity 
to learn a few simple points about budgeting 
and about the rules for Small Sparks. 

In the past Seattle Housing Authority 

residents have won Small Sparks grants 
to have an Easter egg hunt, toss paper 
airplanes off a SHA high-rise, hold a game 
night in their building, do disaster prepared-
ness workshops and to hold a community 
tea party. Even if you do not have a theme 
idea now, sign up for our workshops, come 
and get inspired.

If you think people in your building 
would like to know more before signing 
up or just want to schedule a disaster pre-
paredness event with one of our eager new 
disaster preparedness speakers, represen-
tatives of this project would be happy to 
attend residents’ council meetings or other 
activities to tell you more about these events 
and our project.

The Getting Involved in Your Neighbor-
hood workshops will be held in Northeast 
Seattle and residents from that part of the 
city will be offered priority, but we invite 
people from all over the city to apply. 
The application will involve answering 
a few short questions about why you are 
interested in this project. It can either be 
completed on paper, on the computer via 
e-mail or through a short interview. 

We really want to make it easy to par-
ticipate.

Lunch will be served, and door prizes 
will be provided. There is also money 
available for people who need translation 
or interpretation, assistance with transporta-
tion or other accommodations.

For more information or to sign up, 
contact Dorene Cornwell at 206-524-8746 
or by e-mail at dorenefc@aol.com or Jim 
Bush at 206-860-7275 or by e-mail at jmb-
sea@aol.com.

Dorene Cornwell is a resident of Center 
Park.

Westwood community 
celebrates transformation
By ClAire mCDAniel

Seattle Housing Authority

Residents celebrated the 
transformation of the West-
wood Heights neighborhood 
from one of the city’s most 
undesirable places to live into 
a neighborhood that is beauti-
ful, vibrant and diverse at a 
community block party last 
month. 

The party brought together 
residents of Westwood Heights, 
Westwood Heights Addition, 
Westwood Heights Addition 
East, Longfellow and West-
wood Courts along with staff 

In a neighborhood where it was once unsafe to walk 
the streets, children enjoy a bike parade.

Photo By virginiA felton

members from the Seattle Housing Author-
ity and its partner organizations. 

Guest speakers included SHA’s Execu-
tive Director Tom Tierney, Housing Author-
ity Commissioner Sybil Bailey, Community 
Crime Prevention Coordinator Benjamin 
Kinlow and Westwood Heights resident 
Claudia Hinton. 

Hot dogs and hamburgers barbecued 
on an open grill, steel drum music and a 
children’s bicycle parade completed the 

festivities.
Additionally, speaker Katie Talcott, 

housing programs director for the Lutheran 
Alliance to Create Housing, expressed her 
appreciation for the changes she has seen 
as a close neighbor.

“Over 10 years ago SHA had a vision 
for what this neighborhood could be like,” 
she said. “It took a lot of heart from a lot of 
people to make that vision a reality, and it 
has been a privilege to be a part of it.”

Center Park gets together 
to celebrate summer

Photo By Jeff Arnim

Center Park residents enjoy their summer barbecue.

seAttle housing Authority

The public housing residents of Center 
Park had some summer fun this past month, 
coming together to enjoy good food and 
great company at their community bar-
becue.

More than 50 residents followed their 
noses to the high-rise’s community build-
ing, filling themselves with hot dogs, 
chicken, burgers — of both the regular and 
veggie varieties — and salads, along with 
a host of refreshments.

As residents provided serving assistance 
and helped offer up beverages, staff from 
the Housing Authority and community 
police officer Mike Bonet, from the Se-
attle Police Department, worked together 
behind the grill and at the serving table to 
keep residents smiling and make sure their 
plates were full.

If the outstanding turnout, the smiles 
and the laughter were any indication, the 
barbecue was a great success, and everyone 
had an enjoyable time. 

“We think they did, judging from the full 
plates,” said Center Park resident Jim Bush. 
They not only enjoyed themselves, but also 
went home full. 

“Housing brought so much food, they 
were practically begging people to take 
some home with them—and many people 
did,” explained Bush. “We also had a 
couple of people tickling the ivories, both 
with a regular piano and with a portable 
keyboard. It made for a good musical in-
terlude, I think.”

Sponsored by the resident council of 
Center Park and the Seattle Housing Au-
thority, the event was organized by the 
council with assistance from community 
builder Marcia Johnson.

Center Park residents now look forward 
to the next big community event, where 
they will celebrate the extensive remodel-
ing and refurbishing their building is soon 
to experience as part of the Seattle Housing 
Authority’s homeWorks high-rise revital-
ization project.

Emergency training available
By CArol Dunn

American Red Cross

The American Red Cross serving King 
and Kitsap counties is conducting a series of 
free classes for Seattle Housing Authority 
residents on how to become a community 
advocate for disaster preparedness. 

The goal of the classes is to increase 
disaster preparedness awareness and to 
demonstrate how helpful being prepared 
for disasters can be.

“The number of problems caused by 
last year’s power outage should serve as 
a reminder that there are circumstances in 
which there will be few sources of assis-
tance available,” says JenRenee Paulson, 
community disaster educator for the Red 
Cross. “Yet most residents still have not 
taken steps to be able to handle long term 
disruptions in water, power or heating....
Those individuals who do prepare have a 
much smoother transition to recovery after 
a disaster.”

The Housing Authority, the local Red 
Cross and the Seattle Office of Emergency 
Management have already worked together 
to hold nearly 80 disaster education presen-
tations at SHA locations. 

The new classes will cover teaching 

styles and presentation skills. The goal 
is to teach people to talk about disaster 
preparedness. Course material includes 
detailed information on almost every type 
of disaster and recommendations on how 
to prepare and respond to them. 

Interpreters for limited-English speak-
ing or hearing impaired residents can be 
provided upon request.  

After the training, class attendees will re-
ceive continued guidance and support from 
the local Red Cross Community Disaster 
Education program including brochures, 
assistance making presentation materials, 
the ability to request to co-present with a 
Red Cross volunteer and mentoring.

If you are interested in participating in 
these classes, contact the SHA community 
builder who works in your community. Let 
your community builder know if you need 
any special accommodations.

If you are unsure who you need to 
contact, contact Marcia Johnson at 206-
239-1530 or by e-mail at MMJohnson@
seattlehousing.org. 

The Red Cross trains 60,000 people each 
year in life-saving skills. For more informa-
tion about your local Red Cross and disaster 
preparedness, please visit http://www.seat-
tleredcross.org. 
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Youth from the Westside Builders Team with High Point Community Builder Samantha 
Gotkin (at right).

By KhAtsini simAni

Special to The Voice

For too long major decisions in com-
munities around Seattle have been made 
without input from the youth. 

Communities like High Point, that are 
still in formation and undergoing construc-
tion are in desperate need of input and 
perspective from young people. As the High 
Point community rebuilds homes and rela-
tionships, selects neighborhood representa-
tives and makes new connections with all 
types of people, youth should be included 
and helping to drive development. 

We are the future and present leaders. 
Everything that goes on around us affects 
us. So why not be involved? 

Being young is not just about reckless 
fun and ignorance. We as youth have a 
responsibility to share our perspectives 
with the community, put forth and build our 
leadership skills in a positive way. 

The Westside Builders, a group of interns 
ranging in ages from 12 to 23 is meeting 
four days a week with High Point Com-

munity Builder Samantha Gotkin to discuss 
ways to improve High Point. 

As interns, we are required to meet for a 
minimum of 15 hours a week. Most of the 
time however, we are outside of the office, 
whether we’re cooking for a community 
potluck, passing out flyers for “A Night 
Out Against Crime” or hanging out and 
getting to know each other — something 
even adults could do more often!

Having a youth community building 
team shows that we are already breaking 
stereotypes. But it’s when we turn our in-
terests into actions to help our community 
that we start to see positive changes in our 
neighborhood. 

A community takes the unity of all peo-
ples, cultures, religions and backgrounds. 
It does not come right away. A community 
takes time, interaction and collaboration 
from all ages. It is long past time for the 
youth be heard. The Westside Builders are 
changing that. 

Khatsini Simani is a High Point community 
building intern. Her column includes input 
from the entire community building team. 

Readers of The Voice share their ideas
Reader’s viewpoint

Youth voices needed in neighborhood planning

High Point association trustees start to meet
By sAmAnthA gotKin

Seattle Housing Authority

The High Point Neighborhood Associa-
tion trustees held a retreat with other com-
munity leaders last month to create a vision 
for the new association and develop ideas 
for neighborhood committees. 

The trustees, elected in a community-
wide election in June, discussed the by-
laws, the process for appointing additional 
trustees and ways to communicate with the 
neighborhood.

The trustees are working to identify ad-
ditional community leaders to help inform 
and direct the decisions and work of the 
association. 

“That was the best meeting we ever had,” 
reported Brittany Darden, youth intern and 
former High Point resident. 

Four community building youth interns 
attended the retreat to offer their perspective 
on community issues and the development 

of the neighborhood association. 
The youth suggested that the association 

create an intergenerational committee to 
focus on promoting relations between youth 
and seniors as well as a youth committee to 
support the leadership and involvement of 
youth with the association and the neigh-
borhood. 

The retreat provided the opportunity for 
community members to learn about each 
other’s backgrounds, experiences, ideas, 
and concerns as well as to identify com-
mon priorities. 

Five neighborhood committees were 
proposed including a welcome committee, 
an intergenerational committee, a youth 
committee and committees on pedestrian, 
bicycle and traffic safety and multicultural 
education and communication. 

Neighbors who are concerned about or 
interested in any of these topics are invited 
to join a committee. Committee chairs will 
be chosen at the next Neighborhood As-

sociation meeting. 
The trustees view their role as one of 

working with the entire High Point com-
munity to make the neighborhood better, 
address community issues and make deci-
sions about how to best use community 
funds. 

For the High Point Neighborhood Asso-
ciation to be successful and representative 
of the entire community, its trustees need 
everyone’s participation. 

There are many ways to become in-
volved with the neighborhood association 
— attend monthly meetings, join or lead 
an association committee, help plan a 
neighborhood party or activity or share your 
concerns and ideas with the trustees. 

Association meetings will be held the 
second Thursday of every month at 7 p.m. 
at the High Point Library. Everyone is 
welcome and snacks are provided. 

The next meeting will take place on 
Sept. 13.

Scholarship event opens 
doors for High Point youth
By mArCus 
stuBBlefielD

SafeFutures Youth 
Center

Over 50 High Point 
youths, parents and 
community members 
f locked to the f irs t 
ever Gates Millennium 
Scholarship event at 
the SafeFutures Youth 
Center in July. 

The event was an at-
tempt to reach out to 
populations that have 
not been well-repre-
sented among the schol-
arship’s applicant pool. 

Photo Courtesy of sAfefutures youth Center

High Point youth took part in a scholarship event at 
SafeFutures Youth Center.

It also aimed to bring together boys from 
junior high and high school, accomplished 
men of distinction and current scholars in 
a forum that would help young men attain 
their potential. 

The scholarship helps students pay the 
cost of tuition, fees, books and living ex-
penses for their college career. It covers all 
of the recipient’s unmet need based on the 
financial aid award package provided by 
their college or university. 

Statistics show that young men of color 
are not applying for the scholarship, so a 
concerted effort is being made to reach 
out to potential candidates, scholarship 
officials said. 

The Gates Millennium Scholars Program 
was created in 1999 with an initial fund of 
1 billion dollars from the Bill and Melinda 
Gates Foundation. It aims at reducing finan-
cial barriers to pursuing higher education 
for African-American, Hispanic American, 
American Indian/Alaska Native and Asian 
Pacific Islander American students. 

Recipients are encouraged to become 
future leaders, as the scholarship provides 
them the opportunity to obtain a bachelors, 
a masters or a doctoral degree.

The scholarship also focuses on increas-
ing the presence of these minority groups in 
the fields of education, engineering, library 

science, mathematics, public health and the  
general sciences.

The High Point event included scholar-
ship staff from Washington D.C. and local 
Gates Millennium scholars speaking to 
young men from the community about the 
chance they have to get four years of col-
lege paid for. 

Tony Nguyen, who will be a high school 
junior this September, was one of the youth 
who participated in the event. 

Currently Nguyen has a 2.7 grade point 
average. After the workshop he found out 
that he needs a minimum of 3.0 GPA to 
qualify for the scholarship. 

“I will work harder next year to increase 
my GPA, because I want to go to college,” 
he said. 

Nguyen is one of many minority males 
who is an at-risk youth struggling in school 
and looking for a better future through 
higher education. 

To qualify for the scholarship, students 
must be eligible for the Federal Pell Grant 
and submit the federal student aid form, 
known as the FAFSA, by January 2008. 

A scholarship application and references 
are also required. For more information 
on how to apply for a Gates Millennium 
Scholarship visit the Web site at http://
www.gmsp.org.

community center needs you
The High Point Community center 

will be hosting a focus group event 
for High Point Community leaders on 
Saturday, September 22. 

The center staff would like to re-
cruit leaders of the various com-
munity groups in the neighborhood 
(whether defined by cultural identity, 
language, origin of birth, etc.) to join 
them in a discussion of how to best 
perform outreach to their commu-
nity.  

“We have found that the typical, 
American-style of marketing may not 
be the most effective to reach certain 
groups,” said center representative 
Brian Judd. “This is their chance to let 
us know what kind of communication 
works best.”

Fifty dollar stipends are available 
to participants, but advance registra-
tion is required. For more information 
or to register, call 206-684-0644.



Community builder’s RV hours cut

By sCott freutel

Seattle Housing Authority

If you wander the halls of the Neigh-
borhood House Rainier Vista Center on 
a Tuesday evening you will see, or more 
precisely hear, three different approaches 
to learning.

On a recent visit to the technology center 
on the main floor, six women from East Af-
rica sat quietly in front of computers, learn-
ing the basics from Neighborhood House 
Computer Lab Technician Tsegaye Gebru. 
As needed, Gebru switched from English 
to Oromo, Somali, Amharic or Tigrinya to 
explain the workings of computers. 

Soon, he’ll be showing his students how 
to use the Internet and how to send and 
receive e-mail. Then, if they’re interested, 
he will teach them word processing and 
other software programs. 

The noise level down the hall was con-
siderably higher. There, a dozen youngsters, 
most of them middle school students, were 
learning math skills. They were being tu-
tored by three volunteers — Sean Apple, 
Rozanna Fang and Lyn Hallowell. Apple is 
an applied math student at the University 
of Washington; Fang is a student of French 
at UW. Hallowell, an instructor at Pierce 
College, developed the curriculum being 
used with these students in tandem with Ed 
Ford, another Pierce College instructor who 
also volunteers as a program tutor.

And the noise level upstairs, where 
kindergartners were being read to and intro-
duced to their ABCs and their numbers, was 
higher still. Their tutor was Sado Guled, 
who with her sister Sahra takes charge of 
these youngest learners. The sisters are 
UW students.

All this learning, quiet or boisterous, is 
thanks to Horn of Africa Services and its 
tutoring program, which is underway at 
Rainier Vista and at Yesler Terrace. 

According to Eskinder Sarka, executive 
director of Horn of Africa Services, which 
has an office at the Rainier Vista Neighbor-
hood House, the program was created after 
a survey of East African residents showed 
that their number one preference was for 
a program that would keep their kids off 
the streets, teach them the basics of math, 

English and science in a culturally-relevant 
way, and, ultimately, help their children to 
pass the Washington Assessment of Student 
Learning exam.

Started a year ago last June, the program 
serves an ever-changing mix of adults and 
very young children. Currently, between 
its Yesler Terrace and Rainier Vista sites, 
it serves about 70 school kids. 

The program welcomes volunteer tutors 
regardless of their background. However, 
according to Sarka, the program directors 
make a special effort to recruit college stu-
dents who are themselves of East African 
origin.  

“They provide good role models for the 
kids,” he said, “to show them that it’s pos-
sible for them to go to college too.”

Sarka points out that the program is not 
limited to residents of Seattle Housing Au-
thority communities. “Anybody who wants 
to come participate is welcome,” he said, 
whether they or their parents hail from East 
Africa or not, and no matter what language 
they speak. “Parents can know that their 
children are being well looked after and 
are learning things that will help them in 
school — and the parents themselves can 
learn computer skills in a friendly and sup-
portive environment.”

The curriculum for the school-age chil-
dren in the program goes beyond reading, 
math and science. Classes are being added 
in photography and in multimedia/movie 
production. 

Sarka said he and others involved in 
the program coordinate their efforts with 
Seattle Public Schools, which provides 
some funding. Among students in the tutor-
ing program, improvement in grades and 
in attitudes toward learning have already 
been noted.

For information about the Horn of Africa 
Services tutoring program at Rainier Vista, 
call 206-723-2061. For information about 
its Yesler Terrace program, call 206-760-
0550. The Horn of Africa Services main 
office is at 4714 Rainier Ave. S., Room 
105. The office telephone number is 206-
760-5071.

neWS AboUT THe rAInIer vISTA commUnITY

SePTember 2007 SHA neWS – 5

rAiNiEr ViStA NEWSrAiNiEr ViStA NEWSrAiNiEr ViStA NEWS

THe voIce

Four residents are winners 
in landscaping contest

Photo By sCott freutel

Navy, left, and Rina Kheav, daughters of Ry Kheav, in their mother’s garden, which 
won the Rainier Vista Landscaping Contest “Best Backyard Garden” award.

By sCott freutel

Seattle Housing Authority

Many gardeners, with seed catalogs in 
hand, “think big” at the beginning of the 
gardening season. By mowing-and-weed-
ing-and-watering time, though, many of 
them find themselves shaking their heads at 
their overambitious planting schemes, and 
vow to do more with less next year — that 
is, to “think small.”

Because the yards at Rainier Vista are 
small, doing more with less is a built-in con-
dition of having a garden or even a nicely 
planted, neatly kept green space. For some 
residents, keeping the weeds at bay is all the 
gardening they feel they need to do.

But other residents accept the challenge 
of turning their small plots into inviting 
spaces, of growing flowers and vegetables, 
of helping to brighten the entire commu-
nity. On Aug. 8, four residents, all of them 
women, were named winners of the Rainier 
Vista Landscaping Contest.

Ry Kheav was honored for Best Back-
yard Garden. Hay Srey’s back yard was 
named Most Creative. Hoa Khuc’s efforts 
were honored as Best Overall. And Edna 
Thornton’s yard was deemed Best Kept.

Because Kheav was at work at the time 

of the ceremony, her daughters Navy, 21, 
and Rina, 17, accepted the award on her 
behalf. 

Judges were residents Kathy Smith, from 
the Snoqualmie Building, and Dang La, 
from McBride Court, assisted by Seattle 
Housing Authority Resident Manager De-
nise Wright and Property Manager Dean 
Weitenhagen. 

In a brief ceremony honoring the win-
ners, Weitenhagen recognized their hard 
work and creativity in balancing vegetables 
and flowers in such limited spaces and in 
creating beauty for all the community to 
admire — and copy. 

“There’s been a significant improvement 
in ‘curb appeal’ thanks to your efforts,” 
he said as he handed the winners printed 
acknowledgements, gift certificates from 
Lowe’s and two-pronged hoes that looked 
as though, properly handled, they could 
take care of any gardening chore short of 
pruning. 

Weitenhagen said that he’s sure that as 
other Rainier Vista residents see what can 
be made of a small plot with a small outlay 
of time and labor, many will follow suit 
— and that next year’s landscaping contest 
will be crowded with many contestants and 
nominees. 

By sCott freutel

Seattle Housing Authority

Naomi Chang, Rainier Vista’s energetic 
community builder, is now splitting her 
time between Rainier Vista and residents 
who live in Seattle Housing Authority’s 
Scattered Sites. 

While the first phase of the Rainier Vista 
redevelopment is finished, it will be several 
years until Phase II is completed. 

Meanwhile, the fact that there are fewer 
residents means that there is less rent rev-
enue for staff support. Part of the solution 
to this budget deficit, SHA officials say, is 
to pay half of Chang’s salary from the RV 
budget and half from the Scattered Sites 
budget.

Ann Levine, who as community builder 
coordinator is Chang’s supervisor, is quite 

clear about the value of Chang’s work at 
Rainier Vista. 

“This is a critical time at Rainier Vista, 
when residents are beginning to play greater 
and greater leadership roles. The work that 
Naomi is doing now is laying the foundation 
for how residents feel about their communi-
ty,” she said. “Unfortunately, Rainier Vista’s 
budget has required a shift in resources. 
Though we will have to temporarily scale 
back some of Naomi’s work at RV, we are 
committed to continuing to support resident 
leadership in community committees....
We also intend to continue to assess what 
residents’ interests are, create and support 
opportunities for them to collectively ad-
dress issues they have identified.”

Additionally, Chang will continue to 
build relationships with non-English speak-
ing residents and break down barriers 

between residents so that they can mean-
ingfully participate in joint activities and 
committees, Levine said.

As Rainier Vista is built out, as more 
residents are added, the community builder 
position will be restored to full-time. 

In the meantime, Chang will spend 
half her time engaging residents of SHA’s 
Scattered Sites portfolio — small apart-
ment complexes and a few single-family 
homes dotted across the city — in activi-
ties and leadership opportunities in their 
communities.

Chang was born in Vietnam and speaks 
Vietnamese and Chinese. She came to the 
United States in 1984 and lived in Salt 
Lake City before settling in Seattle. Before 
coming to work at SHA (and Rainier Vista) 
in July 2005, she worked with a nonprofit 
health care educator.

Take a listen to the learning 
going on at Rainier Vista

community notes

get your hands dirty!
Join your neighbors to help land-

scape Dakota Park on the corner of 
29th Avenue and Dakota Street 

The festivities will take place on 
September 15 and 22 from 9 a.m. 
to 1 p.m.

Those attending will be spread-
ing topsoil and planting trees and 
shrubs. Tools will be provided, but 
please bring your own gloves. 

Refreshments will be served!
For more information, call Denise 

Wright at 206-721-2980. For infor-
mation in Chinese or Vietnamese, call 
Naomi Chang at 722-4010 ext. 2.

moon festival planned
A moon festival celebration is 

planned for Chinese and Vietnam-
ese residents of Rainier Vista and 
their children on Sept. 25 from 4 to 
7 p.m. in the McBride Court Commu-
nity Room.

The festival will include a potluck 
meal, bingo, raffle prizes and more.
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NewHolly tutoring 
programs gear up for fall
By Jeff Arnim

Seattle Housing Authority

Summer vacation is over and back-to-
school time has arrived. 

With homework and research papers 
replacing free time and sunshine, now is a 
great time for parents and students to take a 
closer look at the three youth tutoring pro-
grams available to help NewHolly students 
succeed in school.
Atlantic Street center

The Atlantic Street Center serves New-
Holly students between the ages of 12 and 
18.

“We provide one-on-one and group tu-
toring, depending on the child and their aca-
demic needs,” explains Youth Development 
Program Coordinator Roderick Booker. 
“Students can receive help in all the major 
reading, math and science areas.”

The programs take place at the New-
Holly teen center. Times and dates for this 
year’s tutoring program were not available 
at press time.

Tutors in the program include the At-
lantic Street Center’s youth development 
staff, along with volunteers from Seattle 
University, the University of Washington, 
local churches and other nonprofit organi-
zations.

To enroll their children, parents should 
come to the NewHolly family center to fill 
out the registration form and questionnaire. 
Students can be enrolled on the same day 
completed paperwork is processed. Those 
with questions can reach Booker at 206-
329-2050, ext. 168, or through e-mail at 
roderickb@atlanticstreet.org.
catholic community Services

The Youth Tutoring Program admin-
istered by Catholic Community Services 
serves the children of NewHolly residents, 
between grades one and 12.

Students study one-on-one with tutors 
and receive help with reading, writing and 
homework. They also work through the 
Youth Tutoring Program language arts and 
math skill-building curriculum.

“The tutors are age 16 and up. Some are 
high school students and many are working 
professionals with graduate degrees who 
have tutored with us for a decade or more,” 
says Teresa Miller, the program’s education 
coordinator.

Tutoring takes place in the Learners 
Building at NewHolly on the first floor, 
just down the hall from the Seattle Public 
Library. Students have regular appoint-
ments twice each week for one hour, and 
drop-in help for enrolled students is avail-
able as well

“Those who want help getting on the 
waiting list should contact me,” says Miller, 
“But the list is currently very long. We are 
hoping to expand our space and be able to 
take on more students.” In the meantime, 
she points out, “The library offers free drop-
in homework help across the hall for any 
interested student.”

For more information, residents can call 
206-725-7942, e-mail holly@ytpseattle.
org, or visit the office between 12 and 3:30 
p.m. on weekdays.
Vietnamese Friendship Association

This fall, the Vietnamese Friendship As-
sociation will be working with Vietnamese 
youth between the ages of 10 and 18 living 
in NewHolly.

The after-school tutoring program starts 
Oct. 9 and runs Tuesday through Thursday, 
from 3 to 5 p.m. Assistance is available in 
the core areas of math, science, reading, 
writing, WASL and other subjects as time 
allows, as well as guidance on SAT testing 
and college applications

The program’s tutors are college-level 
work study students, volunteers and VFA 
program staff, with tutoring taking place 
at the South Seattle Community College’s 
NewHolly Learning Center, above the 
library.

Interested parents should call 206-760-
1573 or send an e-mail to vfaseattle@gmail.
com. Residents that are not of Vietnamese 
descent living in NewHolly public housing 
will be put on a waiting list and enrolled as 
space allows.

Family Fun Fest features 
back-to-school resources

By CeCiliA mAttA

Voice reporter

From backpacks and bike helmets to 
barbecue and book clubs, the Family Fun 
Fest at Van Asselt Community Center of-
fered food, fun and free resources to the 
community last month. 

An estimated 700 neighborhood resi-
dents came out for the lively gathering, 
sponsored by NewHolly Neighborhood 
Campus, Seattle Parks and Recreation, 
Atlantic Street Center, the Seattle Public 
Library and World Vision. 

Without a doubt, the two biggest attrac-
tions were the free backpacks and bike 
helmets. 

Kerry McVey, a Seattle Housing 
Authority volunteer, called the turn-
out “bigger than in the past, probably 
due to the backpacks.” 

Volunteers served a steady stream 
of kids and parents, handing out 750 
backpacks by 1:30 p.m.

According to Sang Lim, World 
Vision’s Program Manager, the back-
pack giveaway “could not have hap-
pened without the community com-
ing together.” 

Bartell Drugs, Boeing Bluebills 
and Office Depot provided the back-
packs and school supplies, Lim 
said. 

Families could collect one backpack for 
each school-aged child accompanied by 
a parent. Using a “passport,” kids could 
then visit activity stations to earn crayons, 
notebooks and other supplies by completing 
activities like a ring toss and ball pitch.

To promote bicycle safety, Children’s 
Hospital and Cascade Bicycle Club Educa-
tion Foundation teamed up to provide 250 
free bike helmets and a personal helmet 
fitting. Kids and grown-ups sat patiently 
as volunteers fitted helmets for them and 
emphasized the importance of wearing 
them whenever they ride their bikes.

Among the NewHolly residents who 
came out for the event was Amal Mohamed, 
joined by her sister, cousin and their kids. 

Amal has been a NewHolly advisory 
board member, and she helped organize the 
Halal and vegetarian food for the event, “so 
everyone would have good food choices.” 

To foster community-building, event 

organizers, led by Joy Bryngelson of Se-
attle Housing Authority, Randy Smith of 
Van Asselt Community Center and their 
team of dedicated volunteers, provided 
tables for groups to recruit participants and 
volunteers. 

Keeping with the back-to-school theme, 
Seattle Public Library youth volunteers 
encouraged kids to sign up for their book 
clubs. 

To help kids look sharp, six barbers from 
the Seattle’s GP Institute of Cosmetology, 
sponsored by World Vision, served a steady 
line-up of clients for free back-to-school 
haircuts. 

NewHolly residents Mary and TJ Seib-

ert were engaging as they hosted a table 
recruiting volunteers for the NewHolly 
Community Council and six different 
committees. 

Friendly and informative, they described 
their desire “to promote traffic safety and 
crime prevention in our neighborhood.” 
Among their current projects is managing 
a city grant for safety and welcome signs 
for NewHolly and the new Chief Sealth 
Bike trail.

DJ Commander Whitehead emceed the 
musical entertainment, offering a wide 
range of live and recorded selections. 

From drummer Bob Frazier to African 
music performed by “Gansango,” percus-
sion provided the background rhythms of 
the day.

Friendly people, good food, pleasant 
weather, pulsing music and community 
resources all came together for the seventh 
successful Family Fun Fest.

Volunteers from Children’s Hospital and Cascade Bicycle Club Education Foundation 
fitted kids and grown-ups with new helmets, promoting bike safety.

Photo By CeCiliA mAttA

Photo By CeCiliA mAttA

Etienne Cakpo, left, leader of Gansango, 
played the djun-djun, cylindrical bass drums, 
accompanied by Kane Mathis, right,  playing the 
Kora, a 21-string African gourd harp.

Lee House opens on Sept. 5
By voiCe stAff

After several years of hard work by volun-
teers, the Harry Thomas Community Center 
at Lee House will finally open its doors.

A community open house is scheduled on 
Wednesday, September 5 from 5 to 7 p.m.  
A short program will begin at 6 p.m. 

The house sat on the property before 
it became Holly Park in the late 1930s. It 
was then used for offices and community 
space into the 1990s. Because it was such 
an important part of the neighborhood’s 
history, the Housing Authority decided not 
to tear it down. 

Instead, builders Polygon Northwest and 
Bennett-Sherman, along with countless 
community members, donated their time 
and resources to restore the house.  

The lower floor, which has two large 
rooms and a kitchenette, will be rented 
out for community meetings, parties and 
other events. 

Neighborhood House will occupy the 
top floor of the building with a staff of 15 

rotating through the offices.
“We’re very excited to be part of this 

new center,” said Neighborhood House 
Development Director Ray Li. 

While the Lee House will be home to two 
specific Neighborhood House programs, 
the Parent Child Home Program and CASA 
START, all community members in need of 
information or social services are welcome 
to stop by.

The Parent Child Home Program pro-
vides home-based services to children be-
tween 2- and 3-years-old using a research-
proven model. 

This program prepares young children 
for school success by increasing language 
and literacy skills, enhancing social-emo-
tional development and strengthening the 
parent-child relationship. 

The CASA START program assigns 
full-time case managers to middle school-
aged youth identified as high risk for school 
failure, criminal activities, drug abuse or 
gang involvement.
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guiding principles to be 
adopted for redevelopment
Planning concepts also on September meeting agenda

Photo By CrAig Angevine

Minyou Wen and her grandmother, Mrs. Lin, hone their drawing 
skills during a visit to the Nature Consortium art classroom at Yesler 
Community Center. Although Minyou is still a bit too young to 
partake in such classes, the center cordially invites everyone in the 
community to take a look and see what they are up to. The Nature 
Consortium offers a variety of classes ranging from fashion design 
to ceramics for local youth ages 5 to 19. A continually updated 
schedule of the classes can be viewed online at http://www.naturec.
org/calendar.htm.

Art is for everyone

Notes from the manager
By JuDi CArter

Senior Property Manager

Now that school has started 
again, it might be a good time to 
sort through those clothes that are 
still good but no longer fit your 
children. 

Francis House, located at 169 
12th Ave., is a great place to take 
those clothes and maybe find 
some that your children can use. 

This would also be a good time 
to start thinking about what your 
family would do if there were to 
be a big disaster, like an earth-
quake or fire. 

Do you have a plan for getting 
out of your home quickly if there 
were to be a fire in one of your 
rooms? What would you do if 
there were an earthquake and the 
roads were not passable? How 
would you check to make sure 
your children were safe if they 
were at school? 

You should also consider what 
you would do if the water pipes 
break cutting off water to your 
house, or how would you eat if 
there was no electricity and the 
stove didn’t work. Keeping warm 
if a disaster occurred in the dead of 
winter is also a consideration. 

Now is a good time to start 
planning what you would do with 
your family. 

The Seattle Fire Department 
recommends that every household 
develop a fire escape plan. The 
whole family should practice the 
plan, so that everybody will know 
what to do if a fire starts in your 
apartment.

Speaking of fires, now that the 
weather is starting to cool down, 
it is critical that you make sure ev-
erything is at least 8 inches away 
from your heaters before they are 
turned on. 

Cleaning the dust away from 
the top of the heater with a slightly 
wet cloth and vacuuming the coils 
out will prevent the dark lines that 
sometimes show up on the walls 
above the heater when it is first 
turned on.

Over the course of the year, 
when people find keys and other 
items on the sidewalk, they fre-
quently bring them to the manage-
ment office. 

We now have several sets of 
keys, a cell phone or two, a neck-
lace and assorted other items in 
our lost and found. If you lost any 
of these items, please check to see 
if it is in our collection.

Join the All families festival
voiCe stAff

Join your neighbors for the Celebrating All Fami-
lies festival. 

Fun, food, music, games, art activities, informa-
tion sharing and networking will fill the afternoon. 
Come to meet and greet, make new friends, and es-
tablish your community as a great place for families 
of all kinds to live together and share a common spirit 
of respect and support. 

Mixed-race, single parent, gay and lesbian-par-
ented and adoptive or foster families are especially 
invited. 

The event will take place on Sept. 8 at the Rainier 
Valley Unitarian Universalist Center, 835 Yesler 
Way, from 1 to 4 p.m.

A musical program will include the marimba 
group Nzira!, polka band Polkamotion, singer-song-
writer Jess Grant and jazz singer Shirley Cooper, 
along with room for dancing and baked goods and 
beverages for sale. There will be a sing-along, games 
and art activities for kids. 

Admission is free; children under 18 should be 
accompanied by an adult.  

The Celebrating All Families Festival is being 
organized by Rainier Valley Unitarian Universalist 
Congregation and co-sponsored by Yesler Commu-
nity Center, Neighborhood House and Yesler Terrace 
Community Council.

For more information call Rosemary Adang at 
206-722-4880 or by e-mail at admin@rvuus.org.

Photo By virginiA felton

Yesler Terrace Senior Property Manager Judi Carter (at right) 
talks about the future redevelopment with community members at a 
community open house held in August.

By stACy sChwAnDt

Voice editor

After months of meetings, the 
citizens group charged with steer-
ing plans for the redevelopment 
of Yesler Terrace is poised to 
adopt guiding principles for the 
project.

A vote on the principles will 
take place on Sept. 26 at the Citi-
zens Review Committee’s month-
ly meeting.

“We feel very strongly that the 
guiding principles will serve as the 
foundation of the redevelopment,” 
said former Seattle mayor Norman 
Rice, who chairs the committee.

After the vote, committee mem-
bers will consider the concepts 
planners will use as they design 
the future community.

Yesler Terrace is a 68-year-old 
public housing community in the 
heart of Seattle. Over 500 low-
income families live on the site. 
Redevelopment is expected to 
begin in 2010.

The committee’s guiding prin-
ciples center on four areas: social 
equity, economic opportunity, 
environmental stewardship and 
sustainability and one-for-one 
replacement housing, which cov-
ers how the low-income housing 
should be rebuilt. 

A draft version of the principles 
is available on the Seattle Housing 
Authority’s Web site at http://www.
seattlehousing.org/Development/
yesler/GuidingPrinciples.html.

The principles call on the Hous-
ing Authority to create a cultur-
ally- and economically-diverse 
community, while continuing to 
prioritize the provision of housing 
and services for those in need.

They suggest an expansion of 
the boundaries of Yesler Terrace, 
if necessary, and call for phased 
redevelopment to minimize im-
pacts on current residents.

They also call for guaranteeing 
current residents a home at Yesler 
Terrace as long as they remain 
eligible under current rules.

Committee members still have 
some disagreement over the prin-
ciples, which they will likely settle 
at the September meeting.

This includes whether principle 
covering one-for-one replace-
ment housing will instruct SHA 
to pursue, to the greatest extent 
possible, redevelopment plans that 
would keep the bulk of the land in 
public control.

Housing Authority officials 
expressed concern over that provi-
sion at the August meeting. 

“I think the best chance of 
increasing the number of units of 
low-income housing here on site 
and elsewhere is the sale of some 
pieces of property,” said Housing 
Authority Executive Director Tom 
Tierney.

Committee members expressed 
a variety of viewpoints on this 
subject, but decided to postpone 
debate until the next meeting.

Also at issue is a principle that 
calls for the replacement of any 
publicly-regulated low-income 
housing outside of Yesler Terrace 
that is lost during redevelopment.

Committee members expressed 
an interest in seeing all housing 

with rents below market rate re-
placed, regardless of whether it is 
publicly-subsidized.

“The City has an unofficial 
policy that if a governmental 
entity is removing low-income 
housing, that it be replaced,” said 
Adrienne Quinn, director of the 
City’s Office of Housing and a 
member of the committee.

However, committee member 
Sue Sherbrooke pointed out that 
the principle also instructs the 
Housing Authority to replace 
housing “without sacrificing exist-
ing limited local funding, such as 
trust fund or levy dollars.”

“We would have to use (these) 
dollars to replace non-subsidized 
housing,” she said.

After these concerns were 
raised, the committee again de-
cided to postpone debate until the 
following month.

“I think we will have a further 
robust discussion on these two 
issues, and I think it’s necessary,” 
Rice said.

The Citizens Review Commit-
tee will meet from 5 to 8 p.m. on 
Sept. 26 at the Yesler Community 
Center, 917 Yesler Way.
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Dadka ku xiran deegaanka shaqada 
Talaado kasta galabnimada laga bilaabo 

1 ilaa  3:30 p.m. Seattle Housing Authority’s 
PorchLightqaybta Ballardwaxay qabataa 
dad ka socda PeoplePoint oo kuugu xirayo 
dadka shaqada (social services).

PeoplePointwaxay la xiriiraan mashruuca 
City of Seattle Human Services Department 
iyo Public Health – Seattle & King County.  

Susan McCallister, waa madax ka soco-
taa PeoplePoint, waxay tiri mucaawimada 
korontada waa waxa loo baahan yahay 
waxayna la kulantahy PorchLight, 907 NW 
Ballard Way, Suite 200. 

“Waxaan caawimay dad badan oo bal-
lansaday dadka dakhligoodu yar yahay ka 
caawimidda korontada mashruuceeda si loo 
arko inay u qalmaan iyo in kale Seattle City 
Light ka caawimidda korontada kazoo ka 
sarreeya koton boqolkiiba sidaas ayey tiri.

Midda kale oo loo baahan yahay waa caafi-

maadka caymiskeeda, McCallister ayey tiri.
“In badan dadka aan u shaqeyno kq mid 

ahi carrurta hela Dhaqtar Caymiska ah 
oo toos Dawladda uga hela, laakin dadka 
waawyn inta badan ma haystaan wax 
Dhaqtar Caymis ah ayey tiri.” 

McCallister xitaa waxay soo bandhigtay 
warar ku saabsan ku saabsan Raashiinka loo 
yaqaan (food stamps) mashruuca ah. 

“Dad badan lama socdaan inay u qa-
lmaan waxa loo yaqaan mucaawimada 
raashiinka. Waxaan markiiba aadaa online, 
marka ay warar ku saabsan qoyskooda I 
siiyaan xaaladdooda iyo dakhligooda.”

Marka ay soo warsadaan waxay soo sahli 
karaan wararka Cambodian, Chinese, Mienh, 
Spanish, Tagalog iyo Vietnamese luqaddooda. 

Turjumaano luqaddooda ahi waa loo 
diyaarinayaa iyagoo la soo ogaysiinayo. Si 
loo agaasimo Turjumaannada la soo xiriir 
Toni Manjarrez 206-239-1619.

PeoplePoint connects residents to 
services
ፒፕልፖይንት አገልግሎቶችን 
ለነዋሪዎች ያገናኛል

ሁሌ ማክሰኞ ከሰዓት በኋላ ከቀኑ 
አንድ ሰዓት እስከ ቀትር በኋላ 3፡30 
ድረስ የሲያትል የቤቶች አስተዳደር 
ከፖርችላይት ባላርድ የሚገኘው 
የፒፕልፖይንትን ተወካዮች እናንተን 
ለተለያዩ የሕዝብ አገልግሎት 
የሚያገኗኟችሁን ያስተናግዳል፡፡

ፒፕልፖይንት ከሲያትል የከተማ 
የህዝብ አገልግሎት ክፍልና ከሕዝብ 
ጤና ጥበቃ (-ሲያትና ኪንግ ካውንቲ) 
ጋር የጋራ ፕሮግራም ነው፡፡

የፒፕልፖይንት አገናኝ የሆነችው 
ሱዛን ማካልስተር እንዳለችው የነዳጅ 
አገልግሎት በነዋሪዎች ዘንድ በጣም 
ውጤትና ጥቅም ይሰጣል ብላለች፡፡ 
የምትገኘው በፖርችላይት, 907 NW 
Ballard Way, Suite 200.

እሷ እንዳለችው “ብዙ ገቢያቸው 
ዝቅተኛ የሆኑ ነዋሪዎች ከቤት ኢነርጂ 
እርዳታ እንዲሰጣቸው የፕሮግራም 
ቀጠሮ በመያዝ ለሲያትል ከተማ 
የመብራት ቢል እስከ 50 ፐርሰንት 
እርዳታ እንዲያገኙ እረድቻለሁ፡፡

ማካልስተር እንዳለችው በሚቀጥለው 
አስፈላጊው የሆነው ጉዳይ ስለ ጤና 
ኢንሹራንስ ዜና ማግኘት ነው፡፡

“ብዙዎቹ ተስተናጋጆች የልጆች 
አገልግሎት የህክምና ኢንሹራንስ 
ከስቴት ያገኛሉ፡፡ ነገርግን ትልልቅ 
ሰዎች ብዙ ጊዜ እንሹራንስ የላቸውም”

ማካልስተር በተጨማሪ አስፈላጊ 
ስለሆኑ ምግቦች መግዣ (ፉድ ስታምፕ) 
ፕሮግራም ስለሚያስፈልጉት ነገሮች 
ሁሉ ግልጋሎት ትሰጣለች፡፡

ብዙ ሰዎች ነፃ የምግብ እርዳታ 
ብቁ ሊሆኑ እንደሚችሉ አያቁም፡፡ 
ስለቤተሰባቸው ሁኔታና የገቢ ምንጭ 
ከነገሩኝ ሩቅ ሳይሄዱ በኢንተርነት 
በመግባት ምን ያህል የምግብ እርዳታ 
ማግኘት እንደሚችሉ ወዲያውኑ 
ልነግራቸው እችላለሁ”

በጥያዌዎ መሰረት፤ ፒፕልፖይንት 
ስለዚህ ዜና በካምቦዲያን፣ በቻይና፣ 
በሚነህ፣ በስፓኒሽ፣ በታጋሎግና 
በቬየትናም ይሰጣል፡፡

አስተርጓሚዎች በተለያዩ ቋንቋዎች 
ለመስጠት ካስፈለገ አስቀድሞ ቀጠሮ 
መያዝ ያስፈልጋል፡፡ ስለ አስተርጓሚ 
ቀጠሮ ለማስያዝ በስልክ ቁጥር ቶኒ 
ማንጃሬዝን በስልክ ቁጥር 206-239-
1619 ወይም በኢሜል tmanjarrez@
seattlehousing.org ይደውሉ፡፡

ፒዩፕል ፖይንት ተቐMኣጦ ምስ 
ህዝባዊ ኣገልግሎት የራኽብ

ኣብ ነብሲወከፍ ሰሉስ ድሕሪ ቐትሪ 
ካብ ሰዓት 1 ክሳብ ሰዓት 3.30 ስያትል 
ሃውሲንግ ፖርች ላይት ኣኣብ ንባላርድ 
ተወካሊ ፑይፕል ፖይንት ብምቕራብ 
ምስ ህዝባዊ ኣኣገልግሎት ኣቕረብቲ 
የቀራርብ እዚ ፕሮግራም ኣዚ ምስ 
ሓባራዊ ፕሮግራም ናይ ሲቲ ኦፍ ስያትል 
ሁማን ሰርቪስ ደፓርትመንትን ፓብሊክ 
ሄልዝ ስያትል ኪንግ ካውንቲ ኣዩ።

ሱሳን ማካሊስተር ናይ ፑፒል 
ፖይንት ኮኦርዲነተር ናይ ኤነርጂ 
እሲስታንስ ናይ ኣኣባይቲ መውዓዬ 
ሓይሊ ሓገዛት ኣገልግሎት ሓደ ካብቲ 
ተደላዬ ኣኣገልግሎት ንተቐማጦ 
ሃውሲንግ ዝሕግዝ ኮይኑ ኣኣብ ፖርች 
ላይት 907 ኖርዝ ወስት ባላርድ ሱዊት 
200 ኣኼባ ተካይድ ብዛዕባ ኣዚ ጠቓሚ 
ኣገልግሎት።

ንብዙሓት ተገልገልቲ ሓጊዘ ቆጸራ 
ብምሓዝ ምስ ሎው ኢንካም ሆም 
ኣኤነርJኢ እሲስታንስ ፕሮግራም 
ብቕዓት እንተለዎም እብ ናይ ሲቲ 
ላይት ኤልክትሪክ ቢል ሓገዛት ክሳብ 
50% ክሕግዝ ትብል ሱሳን ዘረበኣ 
ብምድምዳም።

ካልእ ዝቐርብ ሕቶ ድማ ብዛዕባ 
ናይ ጥዕና ኢን ሹራንስ ኣዩ ትብል 
ብተውሳኺ ሱሳን፡ መብዛሕትኦም 
ተገልገልትና ቖልዑ ካብ ዋሺንግቶን 
ስቴት ናይ ጥዕና ኢንሹራንስ ሓገዝ 
ይረኽቡ መብዛሕትኡ እቶም ዓበይቲ 
ግን ኢንሹራንስ የብሎምን ትብል።

ካልእ ብዛዕባ ናይ መግቢ ሓገዛት 
ኣገልግሎት ክምዘሎ ሱዛን ትሕብር ፉድ 
ስታምፕ ፕሮግራም።

ብዙሓት ሰባት ናይ መግቢ ብቕዓት 
ሓገዝ ክምዘለዎም ኣኣይፈልጡን ኣዮም 
ኣብ ኣኢንተርነት ሕጂ ብምእታው 
ገምጋም ክንደይ ናይ መግቢ ሓገዛት 
ክምዝረኽቡ ዝበቕዑን ክሕብሮም 
ይኽእል ብምሰረት ዘቕረቡለይ 
ሓብሬታን ናይ ስድራቤቶም ብዝሕን  
እቶትን መሰረት። 

ብምሰረት ዝቐርበሎም ጠለብ ፑፒል 
ፖይንት ሓብሬታ ብካምቦድያን ቻይኒዝ 
ሚንህ. ስፓኒስ ታጋሎግ ቪየትናም ጽሑፋት 
ከቕርብ ክምዝኽእል ድማ ይሕብር።

ናይ ካልኦት ቋንቋታት ተርጎምቲ 
እቀዲምኩም ምስትሕብሩና 
ክነቕርበልኩም ንኽእል ኣኢና ተርጓሚ 
ክቐርበልኩም ምስትደልዩ ምስ ቶኒ 
ማንጃርዝ ብስልኪ ቁጽሪ 206-239-
1619 ወይድማ ኢመይል tmanjarrez@
seattlehousing.org. ትሓቱ።

Chương trình PeoplePoint nối 
liền cư dân với các dịch vụ

Cứ mỗi chiều Thứ Ba từ 1 giờ đến 3:30 
chiều, cơ quan Seattle Housing Authority- 
Văn phòng PorchLight ở Ballard có nhân 
viên đại diên của cơ quan PeoplePoint để 
giúp nối liền cư dân đến các dịch vụ.

Chương trình PeoplePoint là một 
chương trình liên kết của phân bộ Nhân 
Dụng thuộc thành phố Seattle và sở Y tế 
Công Cộng thuộc thành phố Seattle và 
Quận King.

Cô Susan McCallister, điều hợp viên 
của PeoplePoint, nói rằng phần lớn người 
dân cần giúp đở để xin trợ cấp tiền điện 
sưởi khi họ đến gặp cô ở văn phòng 
PorchLight, 907 N.W. Ballard Way, 
phòng số 200.

Tôi đã giúp nhiều khách hàng làm các 
cuộc hẹn với chương trình trợ giúp điện 
sưởi cho người có lợi tức thấp để mong 
họ có được hợp lệ cho việc trợ giúp hay 
không, thường thì có thể được giúp đến 
50 phần trăm, cô đã nói như thế.

Nhu cầu kế đến là (họ) muốn biết về 
bảo hiểm sức khỏe, cô McCallister đã nói 

như thế.
Nhiều khách hàng của chúng tôi có 

con nhỏ được hưởng bảo hiểm sức khỏe 
của tiểu bang, nhưng những người lớn 
trong nhà thường thì không có bảo hiểm 
sức khỏe, cô nói như thế.

Cô McCallister cũng cungcấp tin tức 
về chương trình Basic Food (trợ cấp 
phiếu thực phẩm).

“Nhiều người không nhận thức rằng họ 
được hợp lệ cho chương trình trợ cấp thực 
phẩm. Tôi có thể vào trang mạng trong lúc 
nói chuyện với họ, và ngay lập tức có thể 
phỏng đóan mức trợ cấp thực phẩm mà 
họ có thể nhận được dựa vào mức lợi tức 
trong gia đình mà họ cung cấp.

Nếu yêu cầu, thì PeoplePoint có thể 
cung cấp các tin tức bằng tiếng Khmer, 
tiếng Hoa, tiếng Mien –Lào, tiếng Mễ, 
tiếng Tagalog và tiếng Việt.

Nếu được yêu cầu trước, họ sẽ làm 
hẹn để có thông dịch viên cho hầu hết các 
ngôn ngữ. Để có được thông dịch viên, 
xin liên lạc Toni Manjarrez ở số 206-239-
1619 hoặc bằng điện thư ở tmanjarrez@
seattlehousing.org.




