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Mahfooz Junejo, a Green Lake Plaza resident, and Fai Mathews, a LELO member, 
share a laugh during the People’s Summit Dec. 8.

by Lynn Sereda

Section 8 tenant

On Dec. 8 over 200 people participated 
in a gathering that coincided with the an-
niversary of the UN Declaration of Human 
Rights.  

The People’s Summit was organized by 
LELO (Legacy of Equality, Leadership and 
Organizing), which is a 35-year-old social 
justice organization based in Southeast 
Seattle.  

Besides organizing working class people 
of color, LELO has throughout the years 
been involved in housing justice, including 
advocating for SHA tenants in the HOPE 
VI communities to be offered jobs under 
HUD’s Section 3 program.

The purpose of the summit, according 
to LELO organizer Lynn Domingo, was 
to raise awareness of human rights and to 
create discussions around the issues of debt 
and poverty in immigrant and low-income 
communities, particularly communities 
of color.  

Building coalitions and alliances is an 
integral piece of community organizing, 

Domingo said.  
The gathering also gave the community 

an opportunity to get information from 
community organizations, which had doz-
ens of tables providing resources.

Community members, including SHA 
residents and other concerned and active 
citizens, gathered to discuss issues rang-
ing from HOPE VI/housing justice to 
organizing around the ICE raids targeting 
immigrant communities. 

Community organizations such as 
Casa Latina, the Tenants Union, and 
Puget Sound SAGE facilitated a series of 
workshops, including Community Benefits 
through Development, Credit Scoring, Pay-
day Loans and Foreclosure, and the Rights 
of Day Laborers.  

Yesle r  Te r r ace  re s ident  K r is t i n 
O’Donnell said, “The People’s Summit 
was amazing!  I hope this happens every 
year and can expand to include the entire 
Northwest. The only problem was that 
there were six workshops I wanted to attend 
— and I could only choose two.”

Films were also shown during the event, 

Social justice at the heart 
of People’s Summit

by KCha Staff

The King County Housing Authority’s 
AmeriCorps members will devote the 
Martin Luther King Jr. Day holiday to 
making the civil rights leader’s dream 
into a reality. 

Rather than taking the day off Jan. 21, 
at least 14 AmeriCorps members with 
KCHA will volunteer their time serv-
ing others and transforming community 
concerns into action. 

The holiday marks a mandatory ser-
vice day for AmeriCorps members, who 
can choose from more than a dozen com-
munity projects across the region. The 
projects include:

* Beautifying green spaces through-
out King County that are overrun with 
invasive, non-native plants.

* Tutoring children from low-income 
families who reside in public housing.

* Cleaning up the grounds and wash-
ing emergency vehicles at the American 
Red Cross chapter that serves King and 
Kitsap counties. 

* Organizing classroom supply dona-
tions for distribution to area schools. 

“It’s a day on, not a day off,” said Pat 
Porter, KCHA’s AmeriCorps project 
director. “We are pleased to be able to 
join with more than 50,000 AmeriCorps 
members in a day of service to communi-
ties all across our country.”

AmeriCorps to tackle community service on MLK 

Please see “Summit” on Page 3
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How high is the water?
A resident wades through ankle-deep water in the parking lot at Jackson Park 
House and Village during the heavy rainstorm that hit the area Dec. 3. For 
information on how Seattle Housing Authority and King County Housing Authority 
weathered the storm, see the related stories in the SHA News and KCHA News 
sections.

Neighborhood House gets federal funding 
for new High Point Neighborhood center
by Moore inK

Neighborhood House announced last 
month that it expects to receive nearly 
$600,000 in critical federal money for a 
West Seattle neighborhood center thanks 
in large part to Sen. Patty Murray’s com-
mitment to the project.

The nonprofit social services organiza-
tion learned today that $588,000 for the 
High Point Neighborhood Center was 
included in the $555 billion omnibus 

spending bill that passed both houses of 
Congress and is awaiting President Bush’s 
signature. 

“Without Sen. Murray’s leadership 
we would not be able to make this dream 
come true,” said Mark Okazaki, executive 
director of Neighborhood House.

“The High Point Neighborhood Cen-
ter will become a community resource 
that everyone from children to teens to 
seniors can lean on,” said Sen. Murray, 

Please see “Funding” on Page 5

“one of the most enriching factors 
about college I could describe 
is the diverse and amazingly 
knowledgeable people I am 
constantly surrounded by.”
— Margareth Tran, a college junior 
and Section 8 tenant, on the value of 
her education.

See story on Page 4
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Health Notes
A column devoted to your well-being

ruuc, Yesler Terrace community 
council to host workshops

by MiKe WoLd

Rainier Unitarian Universalist Center

You and your neighbors are probably 
wondering what’s going to happen with 
the Yesler Terrace redevelopment. Has 
SHA made all its plans?

The Yesler Terrace Community Coun-
cil and Rainier Unitarian Universalist 
Center wants residents to know how they 
can be engaged in the process. 

They’re sponsoring a series of work-
shops to help residents find out about their 
rights during redevelopment, how they 
can influence decisions, and what agree-
ments with developers may be possible as 
the redevelopment moves forward.

The workshops will happen every 
other Saturday from 3-5 p.m. from Jan. 
19 through March 15. 

They will address the following top-
ics:

* Tenants Rights
* Immigrant Rights
* Urban Design Language & Options 
* Coalition Building with Community 
Allies
* Leadership Development
At the end of the series, a residents’ 

forum will discuss how best to use the 
ideas and skills from the workshops to 
participate effectively in SHA’s commu-
nity process.  

This gathering may include giving 
input to elected officials and SHA rep-
resentatives.

The workshops will be led by inde-
pendent advocacy groups, and will take 
place at RUUC, in the old gym at Yesler 
and Broadway.

On Jan. 19, the Tenants Union will 
cover the basics of your rights as tenants 
under the law, including your rights to 
speak up in the SHA process without fear 
of retaliation. 

On Feb. 2, Hate Free Zone will explain 
the legal rights of immigrants in Yesler 
Terrace, and how they can use those 
rights. 

On Feb. 16, Planners Network from the 
UW School of Architecture will explain 
the basics of land use and urban design 
to help residents decide which options at 
Yesler Terrace fit their needs. 

On March 1, Puget Sound Sage, which 
has been negotiating with the developer of 
the Goodwill site south of Yesler Terrace, 
will discuss coalition building, commu-
nity benefits that can be negotiated with 
developers, and legal levers that can bring 
developers to the table and hold them to 
their promises.  

On March 15, LELO (Legacy of Equal-
ity, Leadership, and Organizing) will help 
residents learn to recognize the decision 
makers and to find multiple ways to par-
ticipate effectively and powerfully in the 
process.

The workshops are open for everyone 
to attend.

Each workshop and the final forum 
will include interpreters for speakers of 
Chinese, Vietnamese, Tigrigna, Somali, 
and other languages. Free childcare will 
be available.  

These workshops are for the residents 
to get together and talk about what they 
think and what they want to advocate in 
the next stage of redevelopment plan-
ning. 

Each of the presenting groups will al-
low time for questions and for generating 
ideas. 

The forum at the end will be a time to 
come together to form a strategy for being 
effective in the planning process, which 
will resume in the spring.  

We look forward to seeing all of our 
neighbors come together for these impor-
tant gatherings. 

Snacks and beverages will be served at 
3:00, followed by good information and 
good conversation.  

For more information, contact the 
Yesler Terrace Community Council 
at 206-930-6228 or the Rainier Valley 
Unitarian Universalist Center at 206-
722-4880.

Series will address tenant, immigrant rights
by PaM MCGaffin

Special to The Voice

In the food realm, they are the good 
guys, protecting the body against dreaded 
free radicals and giving cancer cells the 
boot.

These “super foods,” as they are 
known, are powerful allies for any body, 
particularly one that’s fighting cancer, be-
cause they boost strength and immunity 
and help rid the body of toxins, say three 
naturopathic physicians at Seattle Cancer 
Treatment and Wellness Center.

Mark Gignac, Heidi Lucas and Paul 
Reilly work side-by-side with oncologists 
at the Capitol Hill clinic, the only cancer 
center in the Northwest to integrate medi-
cal oncology and complementary cancer 
therapies under one roof.

Here are their super heroes:
Vegetables are high in fiber and rich in 

antioxidants or the substances that protect 
cells from the damage caused by unstable 
molecules called free radicals. Free radi-
cal damage can lead to cancer.

Most vegetables also have a low Gly-
cemic Index (GI), meaning they result in 
a gradual rise in blood sugar in the body 
as opposed to the spike produced by high 
GI foods like bagels and French fries. 
Low glycemic-index foods have been 
shown to help prevent certain diseases, 
including type-2 diabetes, and promote 
weight loss.

The best vegetables are colorful, such 
as beets, spinach, carrots and tomatoes, 
or “cruciferous,” a family that includes 
cabbage, broccoli, Brussels sprouts and 
cauliflower. 

Onions and garlic contain special 
biof lavonoids, or plant pigments, that 
can actually revert a cancer cell back 
into a healthy cell. The cancer-fighting 
compounds allicin and S-allyl cysteine, 
and the mineral selenium, an antioxidant, 
also are found in onions and garlic.

High-quality proteins — including 
eggs, salmon, turkey, lean beef and 
chicken — help the immune system fight 

cancer. 
In fact, immune cells are made of pro-

tein, fueled by protein, and are signaled to 
attack by protein. Vegetarian sources of 
protein include soy, beans, peas, lentils, 
nuts and seeds.

Whole grains, including brown rice, 
oats, barley, millet, buckwheat and rye 
are full of fiber, which friendly bacteria 
in the colon break down into to a nutrient 
called “butyrate” that acts as a powerful 
poison to cancer cells.

Colorful berries, such as raspber-
ries, boysenberries, strawberries, dark 
cherries, blueberries and blackberries, 
contain a strong anti-cancer agent, el-
lagic acid, which causes cancer cells to 
self-destruct.

Green tea is a treasure trove of cancer-
fighting agents that have been shown to 
prevent and even reverse some forms of 
cancer.

Clean water — O.K., so it’s not really 
a food, but it helps to cleanse and dilute 
impurities in the body (two-thirds of 
which is water), stabilize pH, and provide 
a healthy flow of nutrients into the cells.

Healthy fats and oils — Every cell in 
the body wears a coat of fat. Fat is needed 
to maintain proper cell function and is the 
preferred fuel of muscle tissue. 

Some fats contain a special compound 
that helps fight cancer. Choose healthy 
fats and oils, including fish oil, olive oil, 
flax oil and even organic butter.

At Seattle Cancer Treatment and 
Wellness Center, founded in 1997, medi-
cal oncology is supported by scientifi-
cally-based therapies, including nutrition, 
naturopathy, mind-body medicine, acu-
puncture, and Chinese medicine.

In addition to the naturopaths, the 
Center’s clinical staff includes two doc-
tors board-certified in oncology and 
internal medicine, a nurse practitioner, a 
social worker and mind/body therapist, 
and two acupuncturists. 

For more information, call 1-800-774-
3144 or visit www.seattlecancerwellness.
com.

Super foods for fighting and preventing cancer

by Sha Staff

On Nov. 30, Seattle Housing Author-
ity came to an agreement with HUD to 
create or adapt 263 housing units that 
will be fully accessible to people with 
disabilities. 

The newly accessible units will be dis-
tributed in buildings throughout Seattle. 

When the program is complete, a total 
of five percent of SHA’s units will be fully 
accessible. 

The agreement goes beyond any legal 
requirement, reflecting Seattle Housing 
Authority’s long-standing commitment 
to serving the disabled in barrier-free 
housing.

In June 2006, HUD visited several 
SHA buildings, and found that some units 
considered by SHA to be barrier-free did 
not precisely reflect Uniform Federal Ac-
cessibility Standards (UFAS). 

Although the variances were slight, and 
generally considered to fall within indus-

SHa creating hundreds of accessible units
try tolerances, HUD still determined that 
they did not meet UFAS standards.

Rather than issuing findings about these 
discrepancies, HUD asked the agency to 
consider a voluntary compliance agree-
ment (VCA), through which SHA would 
commit to providing accessible units and 
meeting UFAS standards. 

SHA agreed to enter into a voluntary 
agreement with HUD, and over the next 
eight years will create new units in several 
ways: by building new units or adjusting 
existing units in its redevelopments and 
by remodeling other units in existing 
buildings. 

By 2014, SHA will meet the five per-
cent target created by the agreement — a 
commitment that exceeds current federal 
law.

“We believe these units can be pro-
duced using our annual allocation of 
funding from HUD, and that the new 
and remodeled units will enhance our 
offerings,” SHA Executive Director Tom 
Tierney said. “This is a good outcome for 
SHA and for disabled people in Seattle.”

In 2008, SHA will produce more than 

a third of the needed units. 
These will be in SHA’s redeveloped 

communities and in the high-rise buildings 
being remodeled through homeWorks. 

In the following years, additional units 
will be created at Rainier Vista, in ad-
ditional high-rises, in existing scattered-
sites properties and at Yesler Terrace.

The agreement also commits SHA 
to remodeling common areas in offices 
and other buildings to achieve full ac-
cessibility. 

The Housing Authority will also take 
a look at how admissions and housing 
selection programs can better serve all 
applicants. 

Look for additional information in The 
Voice in coming months about how SHA 
will be providing accessible services to 
people with disabilities.

For more information about 
the Seattle Housing authority, 
turn to the SHA News section.



JaNuarY 2008 locAl AND NAtIoNAl NewS – 3

THe VoIce

one to grow on
Garden tips for community gardeners

including Michael Moore’s “Sicko,” which 
examines the health care system, and “Wal-
Mart: The High Cost of Low Cost.”  

Keynote speakers included Sam Fin-
kelstein from Chicago, who has organized 
public housing residents nationally for 
10 years; Juanita Young from the Bronx, 
who addressed the audience about police 
brutality, having recently won a multi-
million lawsuit against the New York City 
police department for the wrongful death 
of her son; and Garry Owens, a long-time 
Seattle activist and former Black Panther 
who closed out the formal program with a 
talk on why the human rights framework 
is so important for political activists to 
frame issues in.

Owens pointed out that the United States 
is one of only a very few countries which 
has not signed the U.N. Declaration of 
Universal Human Rights.  

Thus, there is a need to see issues as 
housing and medical care as rights which 

by anza MuenChoW

Special to The Voice

It is the new year, and I’m getting excited 
about the next season’s garden. Here in the 
Puget Sound basin, we can grow so many 
incredible vegetables, shrubs and trees. 

But to get the best production out of our 
crops, we need use the local seed and tree 
suppliers to find the best “cultivars” for our 
growing conditions. 

By cultivars I mean the specific genetic 
material in the species of plants we want 
to grow. 

When we plant tomatoes, we all know 
that some do better in Seattle than other 
types. Forget the beefsteak varieties; try 
Stupice or Early Girl, which are bred to do 
well with cool summers. 

The typical grocery store seed displays 
may have seeds that grow well in the Mid-
west or south of us. Let me suggest some 
better seeds for our area.

Buy seeds locally
Several local seed companies have done 

much of the research needed to supply us 
with the cultivars that will perform the 
best for us. 

Some good companies that come to 
mind are Abundant Life and Territorial 
Seeds in Oregon and Osborne Seeds in 
Mt Vernon. 

They all have very interesting and 
informative free catalogues that you can 
send for. 

Abundant Life sells only organic seeds. 
Many of these are heirloom seeds, open 
pollinated. This means they are not hy-
brids. (They were not specifically crossed 
with another cultivar, which changes the 
following generation of seed.) 

In 2003, Abundant Life had a fire in 
the Port Townsend headquarters; as you 
can imagine, it devastated some of their 
supply. The business has subsequently 
been bought by Territorial Seed Co, and 
continues working to recover much of the 
original supply. 

Their Web site is www.abundantlife-
seed.org, and their address is Abundant 
Life Seeds, P.O. Box 157, Saginaw, OR 
97472. 

Territorial Seed is now the parent seed 
company, with a huge selection of seeds 
that all are tested to do well in the Pacific 
Northwest. They sell individual packets 
and bulk seeds. The descriptions in the 
catalogue are wonderful. 

They have mouthwatering turnips, 
delicate crunchy lettuces and all kinds 
of varieties of veggies that will produce 
in our climate, even during wet summers 
like last year. 

They even have starter plants that they 
can ship. 

To obtain a catalogue from Territorial 
Seed Co. write to P.O. Box 158, Cottage 
Grove, OR 97424 or visit online at www.
territorialseed.com.  

Osborne Seed Company has expanded 
over the years and now has a good collec-
tion of anything you might like to grow. 
They can be reached at www.osborneseed.
com, or write to 2428 Old Hwy. 99 South 
Rd., Mt. Vernon, WA 98273. You can also 

call 800-845-9113.
There are two seed companies in Maine 

that seem to have shown good results.  
Try Johnny’s Selected Seeds at www.

johnnyseeds.com, or call 877-564-6697 to 
get information on their large collection 
of products.  

Fedco Seeds and Garden Supplies, at 
www.fedcoseeds.com, is a funky little 
company with lots of organic seed choices 
that was recently recommended to me by 
a respected grower.

Why buy organic seeds? 
To obtain the organic certification, 

growers are required to purchase organi-
cally grown seed if they are available. This 
has expanded the organic seed market 
tremendously. 

I’m pleased to see this change because 
all of agriculture needs to embrace organic 
principles. 

Do I believe that organic seed is much 
better than conventionally grown seed? I 
personally don’t think it makes a big dif-
ference at this point. 

But it is something I think about as I pay 
the extra dollar or two on a few packets of 
organic seed.

Plant starts can save time
If you want to buy plant starts and not 

take the extra effort to grow from seed 
(especially with tomatoes, peppers and 
eggplant), I recommend going to local 
spring plant sales. 

Don’t have the plant starts shipped to 
you. With shipping, the packaging is bulky 
and the results are not reliably favorable. 

Sometimes I do purchase onion starts 
from catalogues, having them shipped for 
early March plantings. They are rarely 
damaged. 

Shop at farmers markets in May to buy 
your warm season plant starts and find 
great selections of good local stock.

Raintree Nursery in Morton, offers great 
stock for fruit trees, berries and other pe-
rennial edibles. They have some interesting 
old varieties as well as the newer cultivars 
recommended for our area. 

The catalogue descriptions will explain 
the pest problems and disease resistance of 
each cultivar. This is especially important 
for the crops that you plant once and expect 
to produce for years and years. 

For annual crops, you can always move 
them to another spot in your garden to 
avoid pests and some disease. Not so for 
the long lived trees and bushes. 

Definitely do the research and study 
your cultivars before you decide to invest 
in a tree. 

For more information about Raintree 
Nursery, the address is 391 Butts Road, 
Morton, WA 98356. Or visit them online 
at www.raintreenursery.com.

Let those rain-soaked soils dry out 
before you head outside to dig. More 
next month on getting your 2007 garden 
started.

Anza Muenchow is a farmer and a vol-
unteer with P-Patch. You can reach her by 
e-mail at anzam@whidbey.net, or online at 
www.mahafarm.com.

Stock up on seeds now to prepare for next 
season’s crop

Get involved
LELO wants to organize 

people who are impacted by 
debt, foreclosures, and payday 
loans and are seeking their 
stories to document in oral 
and written form for their debt 
and poverty project.  

For more information, call 
Lynn Domingo at 860-1400 
or e-mail lynn@lelo.org.The 
LELO office is located at 3700 
South Hudson St. Unit C,    
Seattle, WA  98118.

by CLaire MCdanieL

Seattle Housing Authority

Seattle Housing Authority residents 
can take advantage of inexpensive classes 
offered by the City of Seattle to help them 
become better prepared for dealing with 
disasters. 

The City’s Office of Emergency Man-
agement is offering three different emer-
gency preparedness training classes in 
2008 for all Seattle citizens. 

Veteran Seattle Firefighter Tony Ben-
nett, will teach all three classes — Di-
saster First Aid, Light Search and Rescue 
and Fire Extinguisher and Utility Control. 
All classes will be held at Warren G. 
Magnuson Park. 

Pre-payment is required and registra-
tion may be made by a telephone call to 
Elizabeth Mash at 206-233-7123. 

The registration form is also available 
at the OEM Web site at www.seattle.
gov/emergency. 

The course schedule is also available 
online on the Web site. 

Space is limited so register early. The 
specific building location and directions 
to the site will be provided in a confirma-
tion letter.

According to JoAnn Jordan, public 
education coordinator for OEM, these 
classes are offered because OEM staff 
believes in the importance of trained 
community members.

“Often the best source of help follow-
ing a disaster is your family, friends, 
neighbors or co-workers,” Jordan said. 
“We offer these classes so that basic skills 
such as how to use a fire extinguisher, 
how and when to control natural gas, and 
basic first aid and response skills can be 
safely done by Seattle residents when 
traditional emergency response agencies 
are overwhelmed by the disaster.”

Below are descriptions of what each 
training class involves.

light urban Search and rescue 
Training for citizens

This is a skills training program de-
signed to instruct participants in safe 
and effective methods for simple search 
and rescue. 

The class is a hands-on program that 
focuses on:

* Basic rescuer safety
* Five stages of rescue
* Search methods and markings
* First aid triage
* Basic construction practices
* Utility safety and control
* Safely lifting heavy objects

Disaster First Aid training
It is extremely important to be able to 

take care of yourself and others after a 
disaster. This 8 hour class includes a cer-
tified First Aid/CPR course. In addition, 
you will learn techniques dealing with 
multiple injuries resulting from a major 
disaster where 9-1-1 is overwhelmed and 
unavailable. 

This class includes:
* Triage and prioritizing injuries
* Lifting and carrying techniques
* Treating broken bones
* Safety practices
* Practice using items that can be 

found around your home

Fire extinguisher and utility control 
class

It’s important to know how and when 
to control utilities after a disaster to 
minimize some of the damage due to gas 
leaks, broken water pipes and arching 
electrical wires. This class will also teach 
participants how and when to control 
utilities such as natural gas, water and 
electricity. Since fire is the leading danger 
following an earthquake this course will 
also include hands-on training including 
live fire practice using small, portable fire 
extinguishers.

learn skills for coping with 
disaster through city classes

To register for any of the above classes, go to www.seattle.gov/emergency or 
contact Elizabeth Mash at 206-233-7123.

Summit
continued from front page

everyone should be entitled to, he 
concluded.  

The summit ended on an upbeat 
note when the LELO-neers, a LELO 
youth group, took the stage. The young 
people recited their hopes and dreams 
of carrying on the social justice legacy 
as the next generation of leaders.
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by voiCe Staff

College is a unique, rewarding experi-
ence — but don’t take our word for it.

Two recipients of the Dream Big Schol-
arship gave their impressions of the college 
experience.

“College has been one of the greatest 
experiences of my life,” said Michelle 
Chavez, a 2007-08 scholarship recipient 
and resident of Holly Park. “You meet so 
many people from different walks of life 
and you get to expand your knowledge 
by learning so many things outside of 
what you have been exposed to.  It’s hard 
in the beginning, but with each passing 
quarter you assimilate more and more and 
pretty soon graduation is right around the 
corner.”

Margareth Tran, a junior at Cornell 
University and a resident of Section 8 hous-
ing, said it’s difficult to fully describe the 
significance of the college experience.

“One of the most enriching factors about 
college I could describe is the diverse and 
amazingly knowledgeable people I am 
constantly surrounded by, both professors 
and colleagues,” said Tran, a 2005-06 
scholarship recipient. “Learning does not 
just happen in the classroom, it happens 
on a daily basis during everyday conversa-
tions with my classmates. 

“I truly feel appreciative of the different 
kinds of people coming from not just all 
over the U.S., but the globe as well, and to 
learn from their different points of view. 
College is a time for discovery of the self 
and of others.”

Below are a few steps that everyone 
should follow as they prepare for college.
Step 1: Take the required classes

Colleges and Universities require stu-

dents to take certain courses to qualify for 
admission. It’s important to start taking 
these courses in ninth grade. If you wait 
until your junior or senior year, you’ll 
miss the chance to take some necessary 
classes. 
Step 2: Take the Scholastic aptitude 
Test 

The SAT is a standardized test for ad-
mission to U. S. colleges and universities. 
It takes about three hours. 

The SAT is given seven times each year 
in October, November, December, January, 
March or April, May, and June. 

You should plan to take the SAT in the 
spring of your junior year and/or fall of 
your senior year. You can take the test more 
than once, and your higher score will be the 
one that counts. 

college is a valuable, 
life-changing experience

The fee for the SAT is $41.50. Those who 
cannot afford the test fee should request fee 
waiver cards. To do this, go to your high 
school counselor. 
Step 3: Write the essay

Most colleges and universities require 
students to include a personal essay with 
their application. Your essay helps an ad-
missions committee understand who YOU 
are among thousands of applicants. 

Tips:
Relax, think ahead and note ideas.
Write clear, direct sentences.
Ask someone to “proof” read your essay 

for spelling, punctuation and understand-
ing.

So where do you go to get more informa-
tion about earning a college degree? Come 
to the “You Can Go to College!” Annual 
College Fair, held from 6-8 p.m. Jan. 30 at 
the Yesler Terrace Community Center, 917 
E. Yesler Way.

The event is open to everyone with an 
interest in attending college.

It will allow participants to connect with 
current students and scholarship winners 
and get information on preparing for col-
lege. There’s also a special information ses-
sion for parents. Pizza will be provided.

For more information, contact Amy 
Kopriva with the Yesler Youth Tutoring 
Program at 206-682-5590.

Photo Contributed

Michelle Chavez, Ayan Hassan and 
Amelmal Wondimhunigem are all local 
students who went on to attend college.

by JiM buSh

SHA Resident

The issue of in-home care and who is 
eligible for the services is a significant one 
to many residents, especially with regards 
to chore workers.

It’s an issue that requires a considerable 
amount of work to resolve.

The reason? Because it is a national 
issue that has been around for well over 
20 years.  

Here in the State of Washington, the 
Department of Social and Health Services 
(DSHS) pays for in-home care through a 
variety of programs, including COPES.  

These services are available to low-
income persons of disability who need 
help with housework and a variety of 
other tasks.

However, to be eligible for chore ser-
vices, you must also need help with 
personal care, which includes getting in 
and out of bed, using the bathroom and 
getting dressed. 

This means that anyone who simply 

needs help with his or her housekeeping 
(cleaning, laundry, etc.) cannot receive 
chore services through the state.  

Obviously, this does not sit well for 
many people, especially those with vision 
impairments. 

But there is nothing that can be done 
about it, because of funding shortages. 

The state Legislature has been ex-
tremely reluctant to adequately fund in-
home services.

The other issue that’s related to in-
home services has to do with the people 
who actually provide the services to cli-
ents (the “employers,” if you will).  

At this time, chore workers are not di-
rectly employed by the clients they serve; 
rather, they are generally employed by 
agencies that contract with DSHS to pro-
vide the services to eligible clients.  

While this has taken the burden of 
paperwork out of the clients’ hands, it 
also takes a lot of the “supervisory” or 
hire/termination authority away from 
those same clients, leaving clients with 
little or no recourse when dealing with a 
chore worker who may not perform his or 
her job to a client’s satisfaction — or not 
do the work requested at all.  

Why? There are many reasons, not the 
least of which is the fact that, because 
of the funding issue, people who are 
employed as in-home care providers are, 
in the opinions of many workers and the 
clients they work for, grossly underpaid 

for the work they do — and the reason for 
the “underpayment” is because DSHS, 
service providers and service recipients 
have been unable to convince elected 
representatives of the need for more 
funding.

While many organizations such as the 
Alliance of People with disABILITIES 
(a disability-rights organization based in 
Seattle) and ADAPT (America Disabled 
for Attendant Programs Today, a national 
organization working to increase funding 
for in-home services) have been working 
on these issues for over 20 years, more 
work needs to be done.  

As a result, we will monitor this issue, 
attempting to learn more as developments 
occur and provide more information as it 
becomes available.

If you want more information on what 
the Alliance and ADAPT are doing on this 
issue, please visit the Alliance’s website 
at www.disabilitypride.org or ADAPT’s 
website at www.adapt.org.

If you don’t have your own computer 
with Internet access, come over to the 
STAR Center, which is located on the up-
per level of the Center Park Community 
Building. 

Take METRO bus routes #4, 7, 8, 42 or 
48 (please call METRO Rider Information 
at 553-3000 for route and schedule infor-
mation; TTD users: please call 684-1739) 
and use one of our computers — we’ll 
even help you, if requested.

Do you need help with in-home care? Unemployment 
rate went down in 
November
eMPLoyMent SeCurity dePartMent

Washington’s seasonally adjusted 
unemployment rate decreased to 4.7 
percent in November from October’s 
rate of 4.8 percent, according to the state 
Employment Security Department.

The lower unemployment rate was 
fueled by a seasonally adjusted increase 
of 5,200 non-agricultural jobs.

In November, industries with the 
largest job growth were professional 
and business services, with 1,600 new 
jobs, education and health services, up 
900, transportation, warehousing and 
utilities, up 800, and manufacturing, 
with 800 new jobs.

The weakest major industry sector 
was information, down 300.

Since November 2006, 78,600 net 
new jobs have been created in Wash-
ington.  

Overall, non-agricultural job growth 
increased by 2.7 percent, compared to a 
national rate increase of 1.1 percent.

To view the full report, go to www.
workforceexplorer.com and click the 
“Current Employment Situation” link.

An estimated 160,500 people (not 
seasonally adjusted) currently are un-
employed and seeking work in Wash-
ington. Free job-readiness and job-
search assistance is available online 
at go2worksource.com and at local 
WorkSource offices.

People with disabilities 
don’t always receive 
adequate assistance 
from chore workers
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by Sha Staff

In 2005, Seattle Public Schools rolled 
out an Internet-based program, called The 
Source, to help parents help their children 
succeed in school. 

Using the computer to access informa-
tion about their children’s classes, assign-
ments and study materials, parents can 
easily communicate with participating 
teachers and otherwise increase their in-
volvement in the educational life of their 
children. 

Parents can see their children’s test 
scores and individual learning plans and 
learn about such things as resources for 
helping with homework and identify ma-
terials for further study. 

Parents of students in the seventh grade 
and higher can check on students’ atten-
dance. 

At first, the program served only Eng-
lish-speaking families. 

Now, in a pilot program, a nonprofit 
organization called Helping Link is help-

ing Vietnamese families participate in the 
program.

It is made possible through the city of 
Seattle’s Technology Matching Fund and 
the United Way.

Targeted at Vietnamese immigrant and 
refugee parents of school-aged children in 
the Seattle Public Schools, Helping Link’s 
Source classes provide a preliminary 
workshop and 10 class hours of computer 
training. The Source program provides the 
materials to be learned. 

Helping Link is enrolling no more 
than ten parents per quarter in the pilot 
program. 

In addition to the preliminary workshop 
and 10 hours of computer training, parents 
may take classes in English as a second 
language. 

Here too the materials to be learned are 
those offered online in the Source program. 
Some instruction is one-on-one — that is, 
one tutor or teacher per parent.

Minh-Duc Nguyen, who helped found 
and now heads the Helping Link organiza-

“Helping Link” connects 
Vietnamese students, their 
parents and the schools

Photo by tyLer rouSh

Volunteer teacher Catherine Wilcox assists a student during a computer course offered 
at Helping Link.

tion, is herself a Vietnamese refugee. 
She cites as goals for the pilot Source 

program, “greater self-confidence in their 
own skills” on the part of parents and “nar-
rowing the technological divide between 
immigrant parents and their children one 
small step at a time.”

The Source classes are held Tuesday and 
Thursday evenings during the school year 
from 6-8 p.m. at Helping Link’s offices, 
located 1032 S. Jackson St. #C. 

The computer course uses a bilingual 
computer manual so that students can 

learn Basic programming language in both 
English and Vietnamese.

Helping Link offers a number of other 
classes — conversational English as a 
second language, citizenship, computers 
and the Internet, Vietnamese as a second 
language, and after-school tutoring. In the 
summer, it also offers a class in f lower 
arranging. 

For more information about Helping 
Link’s The Source classes or its other 
programs, call 206-781-4246 or e-mail 
helpinglink2003@gmail.com.

beCoMinG ParentS ProGraM

For the first time ever, a new program 
that helps couples prepare for the chal-
lenges of parenthood is being offered — for 
free — to Seattle-area pregnant couples, 
thanks to a generous federal grant.  

These classes, known as the Becoming 
Parents Program (BPP), have been care-
fully developed and tested over the last 
two decades by University of Washington 
nursing researcher and Associate Professor 
Pamela Jordan, Ph.D., and are showing very 
positive results.  

Each workshop is rich with tips for 
couples on topics like how to deal with the 
crunch on time and money, how to manage 
fatigue and stress, find time for yourself, 
keep the “fun” alive in your relationship, 
and understand the language of your baby 
right from birth.  

Participants have the chance to meet 
other couples who are expecting, and many 
have built lasting friendships with those in 
the program.  

“We don’t think we would have made it 
if it weren’t for these classes,” said one BPP 
participant.  “It’s worth all the time and 
money in the world…and it’s FREE!” 

Western Washington couples are eligible 

if they’re pregnant, married, and earn less 
than around $60,000/year combined.  

Couples may be pregnant with their first 
child or a subsequent child. 

Anyone who is interested in finding out 
more information should call BPP, Inc., at 
206-686-1880 or toll free at 1-888-898-
NEST. 

Space is limited in the program.
“This is like no government-funded 

program I’ve ever seen,” said Project Direc-
tor, Aly Frei. “Our space (on Capitol Hill) 
is stunning. It is so nurturing, and warm 
— folks love coming here.”  

Couples are paired with a nurse who 
provides one-on-one support for their 
needs and links them to vital community 
resources.  

Transportation and childcare assistance 
is provided so couples don’t experience 
financial strain to attend, and participants 
receive gifts of appreciation throughout 
the program. 

“We are thrilled to make this amazing 
program available to pregnant couples for 
free,” Jordan said.  “Having a baby is hard 
no matter how strong your relationship.  
This program gives couples practical skills 
to prepare for, and often prevent, the really 
rough spots in life with a new baby.” 

Workshops prepare couples for parenthood
Lynn Sereda included in poetry anthology

Photo Provided by WheeL

Lynn Sereda reads a selection of her 
poetry during an event in the Bertha 
Knight Landes Room in Seattle City 
Hall Dec. 12.

By Voice staff

Lynn Sereda, a social activist, Sec-
tion 8 tenant and regular contributor 
to The Voice, can add another title 
— published poet.

Sereda’s poetry was included in 
Beloved Community: The Sister-
hood of Homeless Women in Poetry, 
an anthology compiled by Women’s 
Housing, Equality and Enhancement 
League (WHEEL).

The poetry anthology, published 
by Whit Press, collects the work 
of homeless and formerly homeless 
female poets.

Though no longer without a home, 
Sereda was homeless for nearly a year 
in California earlier in her life.

The anthology was released dur-
ing a poetry reading at Seattle City 
Hall Dec. 12.

For more information or to receive 
a copy of the anthology, contact 
WHEEL at P.O. Box 2548, Seattle, 
WA 98111 or at 206-956-0334. 

Or visit Whit Press online at www.
whitpress.org.

Proceeds benefit WHEEL.

who recently toured High Point, 
which is in the process of being 
redeveloped into mixed-income 
housing community. 

The $12 million High Point 
Neighborhood Center at 6500 
Sylvan Way S.W. will become 
the heart of that community and 
the surrounding neighborhood. 
The services and support pro-
vided there will include Head 
Start preschool classes, a teen 
center, adult-education classes, 
job training, and multicultural 
community activities. 

With 20,000 square feet, the 
new building will allow Neigh-

borhood House to serve more 
than 4,000 people each year 
at High Point. Construction is 
expected to begin in September 
2008, with opening scheduled for 
August 2009.

“This is such a monumental 
time in our agency’s 101-year 
history,” Okazaki said. “The 
High Point Neighborhood Center 
will change how our organization 
delivers services and responds to 
the needs of not only the people 
we serve, but the environment 
that we do it in,” he added, re-
ferring to the planned building’s 
energy saving and environmen-
tal-learning features. 

Neighborhood House, the 
Seattle Housing Authority and 
other partner organizations have 

identif ied an urgent need for 
youth and family services in the 
High Point community, which 
has a large concentration of low-
income, immigrant and refugee 
families with school-age chil-
dren.

With some 1,300 youth ex-
pected to re-enter High Point in 
the coming years, the need for 
positive opportunities to engage 
young people and their families is 
even more acute, Okazaki said.

The $588,000 in federal fund-
ing for the Neighborhood Center 
will join significant contributions 
from the City of Seattle, King 
County and the State as well 
as money pledged by private 
foundations and raised by the 
community.

Funding
continued from front page

by JiM buSh

RAC Secretary

The Resident Action Council (RAC) is a citywide organization of 
residents living in low-income public housing communities owned 
and operated by SHA.  

At this time there is a current opening on its Executive Committee for 
the position of ombudsperson.  At the meeting held in November 2007, 
Robert Canamar, of Ballard House, Jo Ellis, of Olympic West, and Lois 
Gruber, of Lake City House, were nominated to fill this position.

The officer will be elected during the next RAC meeting on Tues-
day, Jan. 22.  

The ombudsperson serves as a liaison between residents, RAC and 
staff from SHA and works to resolve issues that may come up and can’t 
be resolved at the local level. He or she cannot dispense legal advice 
but may refer individuals to other agencies and resources.

If you have any questions, please call the RAC office at 322-1297.

RAC needs your help
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in Woodinville 
We’ve Raised Our 

Starting Wage!
Cashiers - FT/PT

Jewelry Specialist
Shoe Specialist

FT Overnight Stocking 
Dayside Stocking

Now Hiring for the Holidays!
Apply Inside:

13950 NE 178th Place
Woodinville, WA

or Call 425-482-6410

RECRUITMENT & TRAINING RECRUITMENT & TRAINING

Ready To Talk
Employment.

WE ArE Hiring
50+ Employees

Be part of the exciting world of hi-
tech cutting edge Software Creation!

Machine Operators & 
Packaging Leads

Day & Swing
$8.25-$9/hr • Paid Weekly

OPEN HOUSE • M-F at 9:30

Q-Media 4101-D
industry Dr. E.
Fife, WA 98484

253-896-9699

want you!

Kelly Services is hiring for pick/
pack workers, shipping, receiving, 
assembly, and warehouse 
professionals. Jobs are located in 
North Bend, a 30 minute scenic 
drive from Bellevue or Auburn. 
Fantastic jobs in a great location. 
Casual work environment, Full-
Time hours with the opportunity 
for overtime. We do drug testing 
and background checks for all 
these awesome jobs.

NOW HIRING...
$11 to $12 per hour

Call for a job today!
425-497-7904

$100 Referral Bonus
$100 Sign-up Bonus

WorkSource Provides
• Job Preparedness 

Workshops
• One on One Career 

Guidance
• Weekly Hiring Events

These services are FREE 
and open to the public. 
Translation services are 
available upon request.

Visit our website: 
www.worksourceskc.org.

Locations

Auburn: 253.804.1177

Renton: 206.205.3500

Rainer: 206.721.6000

Seattle Downtown:
206.436.8600

North Seattle: 206.440.2500

Redmond: 425.861.3700

South Seattle 
Community College:

206.764.5304

To place 
your ad in 

The Voice 
contact

classmgr@nwlink.com

today!

Donate plasma and

EARN $7500 in 2
visits

We need NEW DONORS for 
plasma/blood donations.

Bring in this coupon to earn an extra $10.00

7726 15th Ave NW 
206-782-6675

SEATTLE
7726 15th Ave NW, Seattle, WA

206-782-6675
EVERETT

8413 Evergreen Way, Everett WA 98204
425-267-9800

Need extra
       cash?



Items for Sale
Paper and wood fan decorated with 
fl owers 60”wide, 38” high, $68/obo. 
5.8 digital AT&T telephone cordless 
with battery backup $40. Air purifi er 

$10. 206-853-8334

Free
Free Esperanto Language 
Lessons. Esperanto is four 
times easier than English. 

Speak with your neighbors from 
around the world. 
For information
206-600-1178 

or seattleesperanto.org.

Items by Donation
Let’s enhance your home 

and/or offi ce custom fantasia 
psychedelic bold unique original 
style variety of subjects almost 
anything goes acrylic paint on 

canvas 
206 323 8226
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Write your ad here (one word per line)

Market place coupon
Do you have a couch or other item you want to sell? Take advantage of the free person-to-person classifi ed adver-
tising  in The Voice by fi lling out your 24-word ad below. Remember, write only one word per line and don’t forget 
to include your telephone number in your ad! Mail your ad before the 18th of the month and it will be included in 
the next month’s issue.

Mail to: PPC, 4000 Aurora Ave. N., Seattle, WA 98133 fax: 206-461-1285
e-mail: classmgr@nwlink.com w/subject line “The Voice”

Name _____________________ address _____________________________

City _____________________ state __________________ Zip ___________

Telephone ______________________ e-mail __________________________

Check the classifi cation: ❑ items for sale  ❑ autos for sale  

❑ items wanted  ❑ services  

South King Co/Pierce Co. 

253-943-1603

Help Us Help Others
Please Call Today

Start the Greatest
Career of Your Life!

Have you cared for a child, 
spouse, parent or friend?

Share your experience as a 
caregiver with our team of 

Home Care professionals.

Are You a 
Caregiver?

Social Security DiSability,
SSi, VeteranS’ claimS

Fight For the Financial

& meDical beneFitS you DeSerVe

• home ViSitS   • no Fee unleSS we win

• reFerralS welcome

george anDre FielDS ◆ attorney at law

206.622.5679 ◆ www.gaFielDS.com

DenieD beneFitS?

MISCELLANEOUS

Pathways to Work
Employment Support Class for Women

Are you an individual who needs to re-enter the 
workforce because of divorce, separation, death or 
disability of a spouse, or loss of welfare? If so, find tools 
and support, at no cost to you, in workshops presented 
by the Displaced Homemaker Center from Pathways for 
Women YWCA. The next workshop will be held

January 9th - January 23rd

9:00 am to 2:30 pm
Call (425) 258-2766 Ext. 226 for furthEr information.

• learn how to translate your experience into marketable skills
• Set goals and build self-esteem
• learn where to get training
• transportation and childcare assistance may be available.

NOW HIRING
CABLE ASSEMBLERS

Start Working Tomorrow, Call Kelly Services Today!

Must have min. 6 months exp. Must be availableand willing to work overtime!
Day, Swing & Graveyard shifts available. $11.00-$12/hr.

This Out!

1-253-395-4435
or email: ks6215@kellyservices.com

JaNUarY 2008

To place your ad in 
The Voice 

contact
classmgr@nwlink.com
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Why Bother with college?
Gelidda collegekaxagga waxbarashada waxay  ku  siinaysaa qaab 

wanaagsan oo nasiib ah  kaana caawimaysa xiriirka  iyo  waqti 
badan oo shaqo  lacag  fiicanle  ku  helaysid . 

Sida ku cad tira koobka guud la  sameeyey 2005 dakhliga  bil 
walba soo gala qofka Ameerikaanka ahi  ooshqeeya waqti  dhan 
25 jir ka weyn  waxaa weeye:

$19,169 for full-time workers who hadn’t completed high 
school

$28,645 for full-time workers with a GED or high school di-
ploma

$51,554 for full-time workers with bachelor’s degree or higher
$78,093 for full-time workers with an advanced degree.
Wax ka badan 10 sano int u dhexeysa waa:$200,000 amaseba ka 

badan taasoo isu  rogta  waddooyin  badan iyadooy  ku  jirto  lacag  
dheeraad  ah oo  lagu caawimo  qoyskaaga 

In  badan  oofiican oo shaqo ah ood ku  iibsato baabuur ,guei. 
Safar. 

Farsamooyinka aqooneed waxay  gadaal kuu  siinaysaa  Jaali-
yaddada , ammainsanaan  caafimaad  . Dadka Ameerikaank ah   
sanooyin  waxbarasho kadib wuxuu  noolaadaa  nolol dheer ,  mrka   
xaggee baad  ka  helaysaa   wararka  ku saabsan , waxbarasho  
kollejka “Adigu  waad   addi  kartaa kollejka”Sannadlaha   kollejka 
lagu  qabto 6-8 gelinka  dambe Janaayo 30d iyo  Yesler Terrace 
Community Center, 917 E. Yesler Way.

Goobtaas way  firan  tahay qof katsta
 Waana   loo  oggolyahay ka  soo  qayb  galka .  Waxaa  kaloo   

xitaa  jira warar  gaar  ah  ku  saabsan ardayda   scholarshibka  
winterka waalidiinta    waxaa  loo diyaariyey  PIZZA 

Wixii  arar  dheeraad  ah la   xiriir Amy Kopriva with the Yesler 
Youth Tutoring Program at 206-682-5590. 

Why Bother with College?
ስለኮሌጅ ለምን ይችገራሉ?

የኮሌጅ ትምህርት ማግኘት የተሻለ ዕድል፤ ጥሩ ግንኙነትና 
የተሻለ ምርጫና ጥሩ የስራ ክፍያ እንዲኖረዎት ያደርጋል፡፡
በአሜሪካው የሴንሰስ ቢሮ እንደተረጋገጠው በ2005 ዓመተ 
ምህረት ሙሉ ሰዓት የሚሰሩና ከሃያ አምስት ዓመት በላይ የሆነ 
የመካከለኛ ዓመታዊ ገቢ ያላቸው፤
$19,169 ሙሉ ሰዓት የሚሰሩና ከሁለተኛ ደረጃ 
ትምህርትያልጨረሱ
$28,645 ሙሉ ሰዓት የሚሰሩ የGED ወይም የሁለተኛ ደረጃ 
ትምህርት ዲፕሎማ
$51,554 ሙሉ ሰዓት የሚሰሩ የባችለር ዲግሪ ያላቸው
$78, 093 መሉ ሰዓት የሚሰሩ የከፍተኛ ትምህርት የጨረሱ

ከ10 ዓመት በኋላ የ$200,000 ወይም ከዛ በላይ የሆነ ገቢ 
ያላቸው ለብዙ ጥቅም ይረዳቸዋል፡፡ ይህም
ተጨማሪ ገቢ ኖሮዎት ቤተሰብን ለመርዳት
የተሻለ የስራ ምርጫ እንዲኖር
እንደመኪና፤ ቤትና የመጋጋዣ ነገሮችን ለመግዛት ምርጫ 
እንዲኖር 
ሙያና እውቀትዎን ለኮሚኒቲዎ መልሶ ለመርዳት
የተሟላ የጤና እንክብካቤ እንዲኖርዎ- ረዘም ላለ ጊዜ ትምህርት 
የወሰዱ ለረጅም ጌዜና ጤናም ይኖራቸዋል፡፡ ሰለዚህ ጉዳይ በቂ 
ዜና ለማግኘትና የኮሌጅ ዲግሪ ሰለማግኘት የት ይሄዳሉ? “ኮሌጅ 
መሄድ ይቻላል” ወደሚለው የዓመታዊ የኮሊጅ ፌር መምጣት 
ያስፈላጋል፡፡ የሚካሄደው ከሰዓት በኋላ ከ6 – 8PM, January 
30 ወደ Yesler Terrace Community Center, 917 E. Yesler Way 
መምጣት ያስፈልጋል፡፡ 
ይህ ድርጊት ለማንኛውም ኮሊጅ መግባት ፍላጎት ላለው ሰው 
ክፍት ነው፡፡ 
ለሚመጡት ሰዎች ጥሩ የመገናኛ በር የሚከፍትና ከተማሪዎች 
ጋር ስኮላርሽፕ ካገኙትና ጋር ለመተዋወቅ ስለኮሊጅ ዝግጅት 
ለማወቅ ይረዳል፡፡ ለወላጆችም የሚረዳ አንዳንድ የዜና ጊዜ 
ይኖራል፡፡ ፒዛም ይሰጣል፡፡ ለተጨማሪ ዜና ኤሚ ኮፕሪቫን 
ከየስለር የወጣቶች ቱተር ፕሮግራም በስልክ ቁጥር 206-682-
5590 ደውለው ይረዱ፡፡

ስለምንታይ ብዛዕባ ኮለጅ ትስከፉ?
ናይ ኮለጅ ትምህርቲ ምቕሳም ጽቡቕ 
ዕድል ንኸጋጥመኩም ይሕግዝ ጽቡቕ 
ምሕዝነትን ምትእስሳርን ርክብን ጹቕ 
ደሞዝ ትኽፈሉ ኣኣገደስቲ ስራሕ 
ንኽትሰርሑ ዕድል የጋጥመኩም።
ብመሰረት ጸብጻብ ናይ እሜሪካ ህዝባዊ 
ሙቕጻር ቤት ጽሕፈት ኣብ 2005 
እተኻየደ ገምጋም ዓመታዊ እቶት ምሉእ 
ግዜ ዝሰርሕ ሰብ ዕድሜኡ ልዕሊ 25 ክምዚ 
ዝሶብ ነይሩ።
$19.169 ምሉእ ግዜ ዝሰርሕ ሰራሕተኛ 
ካልኣይ ደርጃ ትምህርቲ ዘይተማህረ
$28.645 ምሉእ ግዜ ዝሰርሕ ሰራሕተኛ 
ጅኢዲ ወይድማ ሃይስኩል ዝወድኤ
$51,554  ምሉእ ስራሕ  ዝሰርሕ ዝለዓለ 
ዲግሪ ዘለዎ የእቱ ኣብ ዓመት።
ኣብ ልዕሊ 10 ዓመታት ናይ ኣቶት 
ፍልልይ $200.000 ወይ ልዕሊኡ  ካላእ 
ተወሳኺ ጠቕምታት ድማ ይርከቦም እዞም 
ዝስዕቡ።
ተወሳኺ ገንዘብ ኣብ ጠቕሚ ስድራኹም 

TẠI SAO PHẢI NGHỈ TỚI VIỆC HỌC ĐẠI HỌC ?
Khi có bằng cấp đại học, qúi vị có được nhiều cơ hội khá hơn, có 
những nối kết hữu dụng, và nhiều cơ hội để làm điều mình thích 
thú, và có được công việc làm với mức lương khá.
Theo thống kê của Phòng Kiểm Tra Dân Số Hoa Kỳ, thì trong 
năm 2005, mức lương hàng năm của người công nhân làm việc 
tòan-thời gian và có mức tuổi từ 25 trở lên, được thống kê như 
sau:
$19,169 (là số lương hàng năm) cho người làm tòan thời gian, mà 
đã không học xong bậc Trung học
$28,645 (là số lương hàng năm)  cho người làm tòan thời gian mà 
có bằng tương đương GED hay có bằng Trung học
$51,554 (là số lương hàng năm)  cho người làm tòan thời gian mà 
có bằng cử nhân hay cao hơn
$78,093 (là số lương hàng năm) cho người làm tòan thời gian mà 
có bằng cấp cao hơn nửa
Sau 10 năm, thì mức lương kiếm được có sự khác biệt đến 
$200,000 hoặc hơn, điều này có nghĩa là có nhiều phúc lợi kể cả
Có dư giả tiền bạc để giúp đở gia đình
Có nhiều sự chọn lựa khá hơn trong công việc làm
Có tiền của để mua sắm xe, mua nhà , hay đi du lịch
Có các năng khiếu và kiến thức để giúp lại cho cộng đồng
Có được sự chăm sóc sức khỏe tốt – người dân Mỹ mà có trình độ 
học vấn thì sống lâu hơn và mạnh khỏe hơn.
Vậy thì qúi vị đi đâu để tìm hiểu những thông tin về việc học 
lấy bằng Đại học ? hãy đến trung tâm cộng đồng Yesler Terrace 
Community Center ở số 917 E. Yesler Way  vào ngày 30 Tháng 
Một 2008 từ 6 giờ đến 8 giờ tối. 
Cuộc hội diễn này mở ra cho mọi người muốn học Đại học. Tạo 
dịp để người tham dự liên kết với các sinh viên đại học, những 
sinh viên đã lãnh được các học bổng, và nhận được các thông tin 
hướng dẫn cho việc chuẩn bị vào Đại học. Sẽ có buổi nói chuyện 
đặc biệt cho các bậc cha me. Có cung cấp thức ăn : pizza.
Muốn biết thêm chi tiết, xin hãy gọi cô Amy Kopriva thuộc 
chương trình dạy kèm trẻ Yesler Youth Tutoring Program ở số 
(206) 682-5590.

ዝዉዕል
ዝሓሸን ዝበለጸን ምርጫን ዓወደ 
ስራሕን
ትሕዝቶ ገንዘብ ገዛ,መኪና ዙረት 
መገሻ
ካእለትን ትምህርትን ጥበብን 
ሕብረተሰብካን ንምሕጋዝ 
ይሕግዝ።
ጽቡቅ ናይ ጥዕና ኣገልግሎት 
ትረክብ እተማህሩ ኣሜሪካውያን 
ነዊሕ ዕድመ ይነብሩ።
ስለዚ ብዛዕባ ኮለጅ ስፍሕ 
ዝበለ ሓብሬታ ካበይ ክትረኽቡ 
ትኽእሉ? ኣብዚ ዝስዕብ ኮለጅ 
ክትኣትዉ ብዝብል ቴማ ዝፈለጥ 
ዎርክሾፕ ትዕደሙ ኣለኹም 

ዓመታዊ ናይ ኮለጅ ፌር ካብ 
ሰዓት 6-8 ድሕሪ ቐትሪ ጃኑዋሪ 
30 ኣብ የስለር ተርስ ኮሚኒቲ 
ሰንተር 917 የስለር ወይ።
እዚ ዎርክሾፕ ንኹሉ ክፉት 
ኣዩ ኮለጅ ካኣትዉ ንዝደልዩ 
ምስ ኮለጅ ዝመሃሩን 
ስኮላርሽፕ ምስዝረኸቡ ተመሃሮ 
ተራኺብኩም ሓበሬታ ክትረኽቡ 
ትኽእሉ ብኸመይ ንኮለጅ 
ክምዝዳለዉ ድማ ርቡሕ ሓበሬታ 
ትረኽቡ ፒሳውን ክነቕርብ ኢና 
ብዝበለጸ ክትሕብሩ ምስትደልዩ 
ኣኣብዚ ዝስዕብ ቁጽሪ  206 
682 5590ምስ ኤሚ ኮፕሪቫ 
ትራኸቡ።
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Photo by tyler roush

Volunteers in the Jefferson Terrace computer lab, including (starting at second 
from left) Mike King, Dana Baldwin, Dennis Bejin, Albert Pass and Marty 
Gleeson, receive Apple Awards from SHA Community Builder Marcia Johnson (far 
left). Residents of Jefferson Terrace made the nominations for the awards, which 
are now in their fourth year.Flooding affects SHA 

properties throughout city
by Jeff Arnim

Seattle Housing Authority

The winter storm that barreled through 
Western Washington on Dec. 3 left dra-
matic effects all across the region. 

More than 20 Seattle Housing Authority 
buildings and their residents felt the effects 
as more than four inches of rain fell in one 
24-hour period.

The most serious impact was seen at 

giving thanks to our 
friends and neighbors

Apple Awards at Jefferson Terrace recognize 
the good deeds of community members
by tyler roush

The Voice editor

An apple a day, as the expression 
goes.

These apples only come around once 
a year, but they go a long way toward 
building a spirit of caring and community 
at Jefferson Terrace.

Residents presented the fourth annual 
Apple Awards during a holiday celebra-
tion at Jefferson Terrace Dec. 18.

The awards serve to highlight the kind 
things people do for their neighbors.

“People that we love and we care about 
in the building, we give them a thank-you 
for helping us and a thank-you for doing 
things for us,” said Jefferson Terrace resi-
dent Cory Russell, who helped organize 
the holiday celebration.

Awards were given out for an array 
of reasons.

Five residents received awards for 
donating their time in the building’s 
computer lab. 

Others were given for helping residents 
get groceries. 

Many were simple thank-yous for 
friendship, companionship and good 
conversation.

Linda Pylate, who received her second 
Apple Award this year, said the awards 
promote a feeling of family by honoring 
residents for the good deeds they do, and 
for the differences they make in the lives 
of others. 

“To me it just helps promote camara-
derie among the residents and a feeling of 
family,” Pylate said, “because there are a 
whole lot of residents here who don’t have 
the support of an immediate family.”

Ballots for the Apple Awards were 
distributed throughout Jefferson Terrace 
about a week before the holiday celebra-
tion.

Residents were invited to nominate 
for an Apple Award anyone they thought  
deserving of recognition.

Mike King, who was among the five 
computer lab volunteers to receive an 
Apple Award, said it was the second time 
he’d won the award.

He did suggest one way to improve 
the turnout at next year’s celebration 
— publish a list of award recipients prior 
to the event.

“It’s a way to recognize people for 
what they do around here,” he said of 
the awards.

Jackson Park House and Village, an area 
that has been flood-prone during periods 
of heavy rain. 

With intense rain continuing throughout 
the evening, drainage at the site could no 
longer handle the incoming water. The 
backups flooded the parking lot, and the 
cars parked in it were eventually sub-
merged in water up to mid-door height.

“The uniqueness of the recent flooding 
was that city of Seattle storm sewer lines 
could not contain the amount of water run-
off near Jackson Park House and Village,” 
said Don Ashlock, Seattle Housing Author-
ity’s director of housing operations.

As water levels continued to rise, Seattle 
Housing Authority placed sandbags around 
many high-rise building and townhouses. 

At least three townhouse units were af-
fected by water damage and were no longer 
livable immediately after the flooding. 

Two of the three units were occupied; the 
other was vacant, but had just been cleaned  
and was ready to be leased.

Five other public housing properties 
were affected in addition to Jackson Park. 
The Ritz Apartments were most greatly 
impacted, with all of the building’s base-
ment units experiencing some degree of 

New Year’s message from Tom Tierney

Dear SHA Residents,

This past year has been a milestone year 
for us in several areas. Our partnership with 
you has continued to expand in meaningful 
ways. I am particularly grateful for your 
assistance with our homeWorks project and 
your engagement in our year-long conver-
sations about the future of Yesler Terrace.

In December, the SHA Board of Com-
missioners adopted Guiding Principles 
that will influence our planning for the 
redevelopment of Yesler Terrace over the 
next few years. We held many meetings 
and consultations with residents on this 
subject, and you engaged sincerely and 
meaningfully to help the Citizens Review 
Committee shape these principles. 

As I listened to residents give their 
testimony to the Commissioners on Dec. 
6, I felt grateful for your commitment to 
this community and your willingness to 
let us know what is important to you. As 
a result of our conversations, the Board of 
Commissioners has promised to replace 
all Yesler Terrace units one-for-one in the 
neighborhood. Commissioners have also 
promised that current residents of Yesler 
Terrace will be able to return to the new 
community as long as they are following 

their lease.
I know that 

we  have  a l so 
tried your pa-
tience through-
out this year with 
the construction 
going on through 
our homeWorks 
project. We have 
seen great prog-
ress in this area 
with the comple-
tion of Phase 1, the ongoing work in Phase 
2 and preparation for Phase 3, which will 
start this year. Through all of this disruption 
you have been patient and good-natured, 
and have really worked with us to get things 
done. Thank you!

We recognize that the challenges facing 
residents of public housing can be signifi-
cant. Our sincere wish for you in the new 
year is that you continue to succeed in 
meeting those challenges — whatever they 
are for you — and that we can continue to 
offer you a stable, comfortable and secure 
place to live.

Tom Tierney
SHA Executive Director

Tom Tierney

Please see “Flooding” on Page 2
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About The voice

The Voice is a monthly newspaper published by Neighborhood House with  
financial support from Seattle Housing Authority resident participation funds. 

The Voice is developed and edited by Neighborhood House with help from SHA 
residents and staff. It strives to provide a forum for objective news and informa-
tion of interest to low-income people and those living in SHA communities.

The Voice welcomes articles, letters to the editor and columns from readers. 
If you’d like to submit an article, or if you have a question about anything you’ve 
read in this publication, feel free to contact Editor Tyler Roush at (206) 461-
8430, ext. 227 or by e-mail at tylerr@nhwa.org.

If you have questions about SHA-related stories, you may also contact SHA 
Communications Director Virginia Felton at 206-615-3506 or by e-mail at 
vfelton@seattlehousing.org. 

You can also mail submissions to: The Voice, Neighborhood House, 905 
Spruce St. #200, Seattle, WA 98104. Please include your name and contact 
information on your submission. 

All submissions are subject to editing for accuracy, style and length.

SHA continues to purchase scattered sites 
replacement housing
by Jeff Arnim

Seattle Housing Authority

When most people think of Seattle Hous-
ing Authority’s low-income public housing 
buildings, they envision high-rises like 
those at Jefferson Terrace and Capitol Park, 
or the newly developed communities High 
Point, Rainier Vista and NewHolly.

What many may not realize is that the 
Housing Authority also owns a number of 
smaller public housing buildings spread 
throughout the city. 

Known as scattered sites, these residenc-
es became available as part of a program 
established by Seattle Housing Authority in 
1978 to locate low-density public housing 
throughout the city.

This scattered sites portfolio of proper-
ties now includes single family houses, 
duplexes, triplexes and other small multi-
family buildings. 

Most of its residents are low-income 
workers who pay an average rent of less 
than $300 per month.

For more than three years, Seattle Hous-
ing Authority has been selling selected 
properties from the scattered sites portfolio 
and using the proceeds to buy replacement 
housing that is better situated, more ef-
fectively meets residents’ needs, and less 
expensive to maintain and manage.

“This is a positive transition,” said Lisa 
Dressler, a senior property manager with 
Seattle Housing Authority. “We’re acquir-
ing some very nice, family-friendly proper-
ties close to shopping and close to schools, 
while we reduce our operating costs.”

Though the newly purchased buildings 
themselves may be different, their purpose 
remains the same. 

They are still used to provide affordable, 
long-term housing to extremely low-in-
come families, and most are suitable for 

families with children. 
They are also located near transit, with 

easy access to shopping, parks, schools and 
neighborhood services.

The newest addition to the scattered 
sites portfolio took place in November 
with the purchase of the Northgate View 
Apartments. 

The four-story building has 19 units, 
including 12 two-bedrooms and seven 
three-bedrooms. 

Located on Fifth Avenue Northeast, it is 
conveniently located a few blocks south of 
Northgate Mall.

Three other replacement buildings were 
purchased by Seattle Housing Authority in 
2007, including one on Capitol Hill, one 
in Central Seattle and one in West Seattle. 
Together they have 26 units, a mix of one-, 
two- and three-bedroom apartments.

 The relatively small number of replace-
ment housing buildings purchased for the 
scattered sites portfolio in 2007 underscores 
one of the important goals of the project: 
to replace housing in small batches so that 
the total number of units available to low-
income residents remains stable.

Seattle Housing Authority staff has also 
invested a great deal of time and energy 
into ensuring that residents who must move 
experience a smooth transition. 

Residents of sold scattered sites housing 
units have been given 18 months’ notice to 
move, and those with special needs — such 
as those requiring flat units or wheelchair 
accessibility — have been afforded more 
time.

Additionally, all relocated households 
have been provided with relocation coun-
seling, and Seattle Housing Authority has 
paid moving costs. 

Wherever possible, households have 
been relocated to neighborhoods the resi-
dents preferred.

Celebrating a 
civil rights pioneer 
“Make a career of humanity. Commit 
yourself to the noble struggle for equal 
rights. You will make a greater person 
of yourself, a greater nation of your 
country and a finer world to live in.” 

– Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 

The Seattle Housing Authority is committed to fostering diversity and equality 
throughout the agency and beyond. SHA will be closed Jan. 21 in recognition of the 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day holiday. 

For a related story on events related to Martin Luther King, Jr. Day, please turn 
to Page 1 of the Local/National section.

by ClAire mCDAniel

Seattle Housing Authority

Marianne Emerson was able to return 
to the Pacific Northwest this past August 
after being on the East Coast for over 25 
years, and she’s delighted to be at the 
Seattle Housing Authority. 

“I grew up in the Seattle area and really 
liked it — the landscape, the mountains, 
the environment — but I went to school in 
the East and ended up staying and having 
a career in Information Technology at the 
Federal Reserve Board,” she said. 

Emerson has been in her new position 
as SHA’s Chief Information Officer since 
November. 

“My direct customers are the people 
who work at SHA, giving them the tech-
nology that will enable them to serve the 
residents better so they have timelier and 
more accurate information and can pro-
cess things more easily and more quickly,” 
she said.

“The I.T. department is trying to make 
the application process to become a resi-
dent go more smoothly,” she added. “We 
have already, before I got here, helped 
potential residents by allowing staff 
members to focus on those people who are 
really in need of housing with our ‘Save 
My Spot’ program.”

Emerson wanted to make it clear that 
she does not manage the computer rooms 
in the different communities. She said, 
“My focus is to make sure things are run-
ning well here at SHA.”

One of the large projects I.T. has un-
derway is moving SHA’s financial and 
administrative system from one computer 

software program to another. 
 “This is a very big change,” Emerson 

said. “It changes the way payroll is done. 
It’s going to automate work orders for 
the first time. We’re changing the way 
purchasing is done by changing to a more 
electronic process and getting some paper 
out of the system.

“It’s going to enable us to provide 
more accurate information and streamline 
things for the employees at the housing 
authority,” she added. “We’ll have a sys-
tem that is easier to maintain. That will 
give us time to spend on other tasks. It’s 
important to be sure we use our funds ef-
ficiently and this new system will reduce 
our operating costs.”

Emerson is a widow with two grown 
daughters and two grown stepdaughters. 

“I also have five godchildren at a home 
for abandoned children in Honduras 
whom I try to see at least once a year and 
whom I write to regularly. I also run a 
foundation that gives money for innova-
tive ways to help immigrants,” she said. 

In her spare time she likes to garden.

Emerson hired as SHA’s 
chief information officer

Marianne emerson

by shA stAff

The Seattle Housing Authority wants 
residents’ input and advice about SHA’s 
policies. One way for residents to voice 
their opinions about policy changes at SHA 
is through the Public Housing Joint Policy 
Advisory Committee (JPAC).  

Since 2000 residents have reviewed ma-
jor draft policies through JPAC. SHA staff 
and JPAC members meet quarterly.

SHA strongly encourages resident feed-
back about policies. 

SHA Housing Operations Department 
Director Don Ashlock says of the JPAC, 
“It is an important forum for SHA residents 
to give the Housing Authority feedback 
on draft policies. This feedback helps us 
better understand how our policies affect 
residents and the ways in which we can 
craft the policies to be more responsive to 
resident needs.”

Every public housing duly elected Resi-

dent Council is entitled to appoint a repre-
sentative and an alternate to the JPAC. 

Councils will be submitting their new 
nominations for JPAC representatives to 
SHA by Feb. 13, 2008.  

SHA also encourages residents from 
SHA public housing communities (high-
rise buildings, scattered sites and town-
house villages) without this type of council 
to participate.  

If there is no duly elected council in your 
public housing community and you would 
like to be part of JPAC, please contact SHA 
Community Services Administrator John 
Forsyth at 206-615-3579, or jforsyth@
seattlehousing.org, for an application.  

Deadlines for applications are Feb. 13, 
2008.  

The JPAC elects a chair and vice chair 
from the JPAC membership.  

In April 2008, JPAC members will hold 
elections to elect a chair person and vice 
chair person to serve a two-year term. 

SHA seeks resident advisors

flooding. 
Varying levels of water intrusion also 

took place at Westwood Heights, Ballard 
House, Capitol Park and the Baldwin 
Apartments.

Minor flooding was also reported at 
several Seattle Senior Housing program 
buildings.

Flooding also occurred in a number of 
scattered sites buildings throughout the 
city, including a six-plex in North Seattle 
that had never flooded before.

“The flooding cause appeared to be a 
problem with the area in general having 
too much water,” Ashlock said. 

Fortunately, only one of the units in the 
six-plex was flooded to the point where the 
resident could not return.

Despite the wide range of locations 
and building sizes, and the different types 
of flooding problems, Seattle Housing 

Authority was able to respond to all of the 
emergencies effectively.

“Our emergency phone system has 
worked well for us for more than 15 years,” 
Ashlock said. “In cases where buildings 
are flooding, contact is made with the 
property managers, either directly by our 
live-in staff or by calling the emergency 
number. During the most recent storm we 
dispatched plumbers, laborers, industrial 
cleaners and janitors to clean up messes 
all over Seattle.”

Although the intense rainfall of the 
December storm was a once-in-a-decade 
event, Seattle Housing Authority hopes that 
some of the recurring flooding problems 
will eventually be solved with help from 
the city of Seattle.

“Jackson Park House and Village and 
the Ritz are buildings that have flooded 
many times before,” Ashlock said. “We are 
hopeful that the City will fix these storm 
sewer lines to be able to handle more water 
capacity in the future.”

Flooding
Continued from front page
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by Keith GormezAno

SHA resident

Through the efforts of two senior and 
disabled residents, Phinney Terrace now 
has an up-to-date Pentium III computer 
installed in its community room.  

The residents, Chuck Derr and Keith 
Gormezano, first obtained the computer 
through the Computer Giveaway Project 
(www.scn.org/scna/pcdonate.html) that 
Seattle Community Network sponsors. 

The computer came with a monitor, key-
board, mouse, Windows operating system, 
a sound card and plenty of memory.  The 
donors were able to obtain free Internet 
security, antivirus, anti-spyware and other 
Internet privacy software, a printer and a 
wireless modem and router by looking for 
“free after rebates” ads in the Seattle Post-
Intelligencer.  

They also downloaded Open Office 
(www.openoffice.org), a free program 
similar to Microsoft Office, so residents can 
create and work with Word, Excel, Visio 
and PowerPoint files and save or create 
them as similar documents.

Through a collection of money, Derr 
bought headphones so those using the 
computer wouldn’t bother other residents 

watching movies or TV in the community 
room, or those participating in the daily 
coffee club and card games.

The computer is not available when other 
residents have reserved the room for such 
special events as the weekly bingo night or 
a private party.

Next, Derr and Gormezano contacted the 
City of Seattle Department of Information 
Technology Community Technology Sec-
tion (http://seattle.gov/tech/freeinternet) 
and filled out an application for free cable 
Internet service through an agreement the 
city has with Comcast and other provid-
ers.  

It was later determined that it would 
be easier to use a wireless router so the 
computer could be located anywhere in the 
community room.

They also worked with their building’s 
property manager Brooksie Strachan and 
senior property manager Judith Anderson, 
and with Community Builder Ellen Ziontz 
(eziontz@seattlehousing.org), who is 
assigned to work with buildings west of 
Interstate 5. Marcia Johnson (mmjohnson@
seattlehousing.org) works with buildings 
east of Interstate 5.

According to Derr, it took about three 
months to get the computer and the free 

Phinney Terrace residents 
enjoy use of a new computer

high-speed Internet access and to set up 
the resident-driven Computer Committee, 
which oversees the computer.

Currently, twelve residents — nearly a 
quarter of the building — have signed up 
for user accounts. All have agreed to abide 
by a code of conduct similar to that of the 
Seattle Public Library. 

An intra-building bazaar organized by 
resident Beverlee Putnam raised $124, 
which was used for additional supplies for 
the computer as well as for landscaping and 
coffee for the community room.

Resident Loreen Bartholomew said that 

“using the Internet, I found a cosmetic I 
couldn’t purchase anywhere else, and it was 
cheaper than Costco.” 

Joseph Crowe, a retired fashion artist, 
looked up a Web site offering drawings for 
sale of bridal gowns, commenting, “Those 
are awful. I could do a much better job.”

Other residents report that they use it 
for checking their e-mail accounts, reading 
family e-mail newsletters, writing letters, 
checking on their Social Security benefits, 
reporting changes to the food stamp pro-
gram, checking their bank accounts, renew-
ing vehicle licenses and shopping online.

Photo by Keith GormezAno

Phinney Terrace residents (from left) Shirleen Burke, Chuck Derr, Diane LaBrenz and  
Mark Durfee use the new community computer.

by sven Koehler

Seattle Housing Authority

The winter storms in Seattle often plunge 
entire neighborhoods into darkness when 
power lines get knocked out. 

The city’s power grid can be out for days 
on end, as happened during the big storms 
just a year ago.  

Emergency generators help people deal 
with the disruption by kicking in to light up 
the night. People accustomed to taking the 
elevator quickly realize how dependent our 
lives are on electricity.

There is some bright news for this winter’s 
storm season because the remaining construc-
tion funds in the homeWorks Phase 1 budget 
were stretched to make upgrades to the 
emergency generators at the now-completed 
buildings.  

Residents who rely on elevators in these 
buildings will really feel the benefits of these 
upgrades.

Modern building codes require generators 
for buildings over 75 feet tall, and SHA’s 
LIPH high-rises have had them for years.  

Even though generators don’t power 
outlets in individual apartments, they serve 
to improve safety in the entire building by 
keeping the hallways lit and fire alarms 
functioning.  

However, when most SHA buildings were 
built, it wasn’t common or required for gen-
erators to run the elevators.  

So it has been a special feature at Center 
Park Apartments that an elevator runs even 
when the rest of the building’s power is out. 
This has been especially valuable for Center 
Park’s many residents for whom using the 
stairs is impossible. 

The generator upgrades will add similar 
elevator service capability to Phase 1 build-
ings including Beacon Tower, Capitol Park, 
Green Lake Plaza, Harvard Court and Inter-
national Terrace. 

“This is a big relief, because I’ve often 
wondered what I would do if the electric-
ity went out for days and I was stuck in the 
lobby with my wheelchair,” said Charlie 
Olson, who lives at Capitol Park.   “I’ve felt 
trapped in my apartment when the elevator 
isn’t running, even though I’m prepared for 
power outages with a crank-powered flash-
light and radio.”

It’s important to note that residents should 
expect the elevators to run differently during 
emergency service.  

“When the power is interrupted, both 
elevators will return to the ground floor, and 
the doors will open,” said Roxanne Navr-
ides, the construction project manager. “One 
elevator will be switched to run on generator 
power with limited service availability to 
assist those residents with limited mobility,” 

The updated emergency generators are 
about the size of a pair of large refrigerators, 
including the size of the diesel fuel tanks.  

Many residents can recall the sound of the 
generators firing up during monthly tests, 
since they need to be continually maintained 
to make sure they run when needed.  

During a prolonged outage like last win-
ter’s, it will be important to make wise use 
of the electricity, which is limited by the fuel 
available for the generator.  

Lictonwood and Ballard House are two 
Phase 1 homeWorks buildings that are less 
than 75 ft tall, but they will also gain the 
ability to run an elevator even when the rest 
of the neighborhood has no power.  

These buildings have been wired to accept 
portable generators that will be delivered 
during an outage.  

This is an arrangement called a “genset,” 
which is essentially a way to plug in the 
building to a generator.

While no one wishes for another pro-
longed outage, residents can feel reassured 
that disruption will be a little less drastic in 
these buildings.

Generators upgraded in homeWorks Phase 1 Peaceful Beginnings
by JeAn AnDerson

SHA Resident

As 2007 slides into history, many of us feel, as Alice did in Wonderland, that 
our world is becoming “curiouser and curiouser.” As once again we hear carols 
that reiterate a hope for peace on earth, daily bulletins assault our ears with news 
that is the antithesis of peace. 

While the holiday season brings messages of sharing and caring, it would seem 
that the credo of many is like that of spoiled children determined to have their 
own way. 

Leaders profess that they want peace, but they don’t seem to want it at the 
expense of any of their own demands. 

Instead of peace, the prevailing condition in many parts of the world could be 
said to border on chaos. Which might lead one to ask, Can there ever be peace 
on earth?

Instead of feeling at the mercy of events beyond our control, we might consider 
what we possibly can do to promote peace. 

It’s unlikely that we can turn the tide of events in the Middle East, solve the 
internal problems of Latin American nations, or disperse the many dissensions 
within our own country. However, I submit that our participation can begin right 
where we are and at first might appear so simplistic as to seem irrelevant. 

I believe we can create change and assist our planet to become more peace-
ful. 

In our day-to-day living, dealing with neighbors, friends and family, we can 
choose peace over conflict; we can choose to strive for peaceful solutions to in-
terpersonal problems that arise in our lives. 

Jill Jackson and Sy Miller captured the essence of this concept in their song, 
‘’Let There Be Peace on Earth ... and Let it Begin with Me.” Of course, this quest 
won’t necessarily transform us into another Mother Teresa or Gandhi or Martin 
Luther King, Jr. 

And if attaining personal peace is an ongoing journey that will never lack for 
challenging stops along the way, it doesn’t mean that we need to abandon our 
principles or ignore injustices. 

The great exemplars of peace have accomplished great social change by peace-
ful means. Just imagine the astonishing differences we might make if each of us 
made peace a primary personal goal. 

In making a difference by creating peace in our own lives, could we then be part 
of a larger difference? In our families? In our communities? In our world?

Again I thank you for your enabling support through this year. As always — and 
particularly this year — you have been a source of strength and encouragement. 

Our Board hopes to make visits in 2008 and we look forward to sharing time 
with you. Meanwhile, may your holidays be beautiful in all ways — may they be 
bright, happy and healthy. Most of all, may they be peaceful.

Jean Anderson is chair of SSHP Advocates II.
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by ClAire mCDAniel

Seattle Housing Authority

This year’s High Point holiday cel-
ebration was held at Providence Elizabeth 
House.

The festive room was decorated with 
a nativity scene, a wreath, Mr. and Mrs. 
Claus, and a Christmas tree with colorful 
lights. 

A variety of traditional and ethnic food 
was served. 

Residents of all ages were in attendance, 
from senior citizens who reside at Elizabeth 
House to children and teenagers who were 
concentrating on creating “gingerbread” 
houses with graham crackers and M&Ms. 

Although the event was a chance to cel-
ebrate the holidays and get together with 
friends and neighbors, it was also a good 
opportunity to inform High Point residents 
of important meetings that they could attend 
to participate in decision making that will 
influence the building of their community.

Members of the High Point Neighbor-
hood Association (HPNA) were in atten-
dance, including the president, Andrew 
Mead, who briefly spoke about some of the 
committees that residents can sign up for. 

“I want everyone to know that you are 
invited to join us in working with the neigh-
borhood,” Mead said. “We really believe 
that everyone has something to give.” 

Mead went on to describe the various 
committees that have formed, including 
the Intergenerational Youth Mentorship 
Program, which is run by Andrew and Liz 
Nguyen. 

“There are so many young people in our 
neighborhood,” Mead said. “When Phase 
II is finished there will be 4,000 people in 
High Point and around 1,300 people under 
the age of 18.”

He also described the Pedestrian and 
Traffic Safety Committee, which is run 
by Miranda Taylor, and the Green Living 

Team, which focuses on issues of livability, 
such as good bus service, and the Social and 
Cultural Committee and the Welcoming and 
Communications Committee. 

“We’re trying to make sure everyone 
feels welcome and knows how to con-
nect with others and with services,” Mead 
said.

The neighborhood association meets 
the second Thursday of every month in the 
High Point Library at 6 p.m. Everyone is 
invited. 

For more information about the commit-
tees, please visit the High Point community 
Web site at www.highpointneighborhood.
org.

With many guests and interpreters, there 
was a great deal of noise and commotion in 
the room during the three-hour party.  

Most people enjoyed the high spirits, 
although some were hoping for a more 
intimate environment.  

Rose Long from Neighborhood House, 
who was the emcee of the celebration, 
encouraged those in attendance to be pa-
tient. 

“Sorry for the seeming confusion be-
cause of three languages being interpreted 
simultaneously, but that is the nature of 
our diverse community. Let’s celebrate 
it!” she said.

Long also let people know about the 
High Point Neighborhood Walking Maps, 
which were made available to all. 

People were encouraged to get out and 
walk — both to get to know their neighbor-
hood and get some exercise. 

The walking map was a project of the 
Healthy Homes and Community project. 

“I hope this helps us to walk more in our 
beautiful community,” Long said.

Organizers also distributed 2008 cal-
endars with photos taken by community 
members, and there was a table full of gifts, 
including a paddle ball game and toy cars 
for raffling off. 

Holiday celebration lights up elizabeth House

Photo by ClAire mCDAniel

Children at the Elizabeth House holiday celebration make graham cracker houses, 
selecting their building materials from an array of goodies spread out on the table 
before them.

Clip and carry — Pick your High Point walking route
Tour the neighborhood

Exercise is an impor-
tant part of a healthy life-
style, and walking regu-
larly is a great way to 
stay fit.

If you live in the High 
Point area, or would like 
to take an up-close look 
at the newly refurbished 
and reimagined neighbor-
hood, use this map as your 
guide.

Remember to follow 
these safety tips:

* Walk with a buddy.
* Look both ways when 

crossing the street.
* After sunset, walk 

along paths or sidewalks 
that are well lit.

* Always stretch before 
taking a long walk.

This map is provided 
by Neighborhood House, 
H ig h  P o in t  H ea l t h y 
Homes and Community 
Partnership and High 
Point residents.

“Boy” the dog 
showed his 
holiday spirit in 
his Christmas 
vest before 
joining in the 
festivities.

Photo by ClAire 
mCDAniel

HP Community Center to walgreen’s — 0.4 mile
walgreen’s to HP Clinic — 0.2 mile
HP library to market garden — 0.2 mile
market garden to pond — 0.1 mile
lap around the pond park — 0.25 mile
Pond to elizabeth House — 0.5 mile
elizabeth House to w. Seattle elem. — 0.5 miles
total walking route map — 2.0 miles
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by yusuf CAbDi

The city of Seattle has changed over 
the last few years.  

New condos and commercial places 
have been built and are still being built 
in every corner of the city. 

According to the Seattle Post-Intel-
ligence, 2,300 apartment units were con-
verted to condos in 2006 — more than 
five times the number of conversions in 
2004. 

This is great news for some in our local 
economy. This construction boom will 
employ many people. 

However, it comes with some social 
implication, in particular for low-income 
communities, which are the hardest hit 
by this boom. 

One of these communities is the Rainer 
Valley. The Valley is experiencing a big 
change due to Sound Transit. This is trou-
bling because the Rainer Valley is one of 
the few neighborhoods in Seattle where 
you will find a diverse community. 

I have seen Afro-American gas sta-
tions, Southeast Asian furniture stores, 
Middle Eastern gyro shops, and East Af-
rican grocery stores that are not only close 
in terms of distance but feel like one big 
family with a common interest. 

And this is how the Rainer Valley 
should be — a melting pot.

Most people in the Rainer Valley are 
people with modest or low incomes, and 
there are large numbers of immigrants and 
refugees in the area. 

Some people in the Valley are already 
feeling the change and arguing that Sound 
Transit has brought a lot of disruption to 
their way of life and their financial well- 
being. East African immigrants in the 
Valley are one of many local communities 
that have been affected by this change.

When most of these East Africa im-
migrants and refugees came to Seattle in 
the early 1990s, the first place they settled 
was the Central District. 

Ali Hassan, a refugee from Somalia, 
settled in the Central District and lived 
there happily from 1998 to 2000. 

Hassan said it became impossible to 
live in that area after 2000. 

He had a parking attendant job and was 
making little money. 

His wages did not keep pace with the 
rising rent. As with many other folks in 
similar situations, he was forced to flee 
from the area to the Rainer Valley.

Since the mid 1990s, Rainer Valley has 
experienced a massive influx of East Afri-
cans because of lower rents and favorable 
commercial spaces. 

However, this is not the case anymore. 
The Rainer Valley has undergone a major 
change since the inception of the Sound 
Transit project.  

Many people think this is going to be 
a new Manhattan. 

House prices have tripled, it is hard to 
find commercial space to lease, and rent 
is higher for low-income families.

Life is becoming harder, if not impos-
sible, for small business owners and other 
low-income folks in the Valley. 

People like Hassan are again on the 
move. 

Mr. Jama, a business owner, said “com-
mercial landlords are sending letters to 
their longtime tenants telling them that 
when their leases are up they must either 
pay higher rent or vacate.”  

Elleni Mulat, a business owner from 
Ethiopia, said that his rent went from $700 
to $1,000 within a year in the Rainer Val-
ley, and that he is considering relocating 
his business to Tukwila.

Omer Ahmed, a manager of one of the 
biggest Somali stores on MLK, gives a 
gloomy assessment of the future of his 
flourishing wholesale grocery business. 

Ahmed’s store not only serves the large 
number of  East-Africans in the Rainer 
Valley and its surrounding communities, 
but also supplies Halal meat and other 
ethnic food to most of the Muslim grocer-
ies in Rainer Valley and beyond. 

Ahmed said “his landlord told him 
that he would not renew his lease after it 
expires in 2009 because the landlord is 
planning to sell the property.” 

Ahmed is hoping to find a place in the 
Valley; so far, he has failed. 

He is not optimistic about the future. 
“Omer (Ahmed)’s absence from the 

Valley will undoubtedly be a loss to the 
community,” said Ifrah, a resident of 
Rainer Vista.

There are many other examples where 
small businesses owned by African im-

migrants in the Valley have gone out of 
business. Some are on the verge of going 
out of business because of the escalating 
housing prices.

The preparation to relocate the African 
immigrant community from Rainer Valley 
to the SeaTac and Tukwila area is already 
in full swing. If you go to Marwa Market 
in Tukwila, you will see many East Afri-
can stores and restaurants that relocated 
from the Valley in the last seven to eight 
months. 

“It is only a matter of time before hous-
ing prices in Tukwila and SeaTac start to 
go up like the Rainer Valley, and then the 
community will be on the run again, mov-
ing further to Federal Way and beyond,” 
said Ahmed Nuur, a community leader in 
Tukwila. “This is an endless cycle.”

The city of Seattle needs to be more 
engaged with the African immigrant 
community in the Valley in order to ad-
dress these concerns, and the community 
must show the political will to unite and 
work towards the common good of its 
members. 

The first step toward finding a com-

munity solution is to support the creation 
of an African Business Association that 
works alongside the city of Seattle. 
The city must make this very inclusive, 
meaning that the entire African business 
community in the Rainer Valley must be 
involved and consulted. 

The African immigrant community 
must remain flexible in order to assimilate 
into American society and benefit from 
the system. 

There have been a series of discussions 
between the community and the city about 
forming an African business association. 
The city has shown great willingness to 
work with the community. 

The community must seize this golden 
opportunity to unite and work closely 
with sympathetic city leadership or else 
soon the African Immigrant community 
will find itself in a no man’s land, pushed 
further away by high rents and costly 
commercial spaces.  

Yusuf Cabdi is a member of the East      
African Advisory Board and an SHA 
resident.

Viewpoint: The changing face of the Rainer Valley means we should unite

Photo by tyler roush

A sign for three Rainier Valley businesses stands near the intersection of South Horton 
Street and Martin Luther King Jr. Way South, with the Sound Transit overpass rising in 
the background.

A tree grows in Rainier Vista

Photo by iAn GilmAn

Rainier Vista residents spent a recent Saturday morning installing the 
landscaping for a portion of Dakota Park.  The weather that morning was 
cooperative, the turnout for the planting was excellent, and the work was 
finished in record time.  The community is looking forward to seeing the plants 
thrive, as well as the completion of the park, in 2008.

come to vietnamese coffee Talk
Vietnamese residents of Rainier 

Vista are invited to the weekly coffee 
talk events.

The discussion groups meet Thurs-
days from 10 a.m.-noon at the McBride 
Court Community Room, located at 
4515 29th Ave. S.

For more information, contact Rain-
ier Vista Community Builder Naomi 
Chang at 722-4010, ext. 2, or e-mail 
nchang@seattlehousing.org.

rainier vista cambodian youth 
Program

Young members of the Cambodian 
community in Rainier Vista have a 
weekly gathering place.

All are invited to the RV Cambodian 
Youth Program, which meets weekly in 
Room 101 of the Rainier Vista Neigh-
borhood House building, located at 
4410 29th Ave. S.

The group meets Saturdays from 10 
a.m.-5 p.m.

Activities include Khmer traditional 
dance, language, art, adult sewing and 
adult computer classes.

rainier vista vietnamese youth 
Program

The youth program for Vietnamese 
residents of Rainier Vista meets weekly 
in Room 101 of the Rainier Vista 
Neighborhood House building, located 
at 4410 29th Ave. S.

The group meets Sundays from 1-3 
p.m.

The program provides Vietnamese 
language classes for children ages 6-17 
who reside in and around Seattle Hous-
ing Authority’s sites. 

The group also gives young people 
the opportunity to read, write and speak 
Vietnamese in a comfortable setting 
among their peers.
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by sCott freutel

Seattle Housing Authority

If you went looking for the heart of 
NewHolly, you’d soon find your way to 
the NewHolly branch of the Seattle Public 
Library. 

The library is located in the NewHolly 
Neighborhood Campus, making it conve-
nient for NewHolly residents and neighbors 
alike. 

Open six days a week, the library con-
ducts programs for children, teenagers, and 
adults, including adults who are learning 
English as a second language and who want 
to learn Internet skills. 

The branch has over 20,000 books, and 
many CDs, DVDs and magazines, in a 
4,000-square-foot space. 

The NewHolly library opened in late 
1999. Paid for by the citywide “Libraries 
for All” bond measure, which had passed 
just a year before, the new branch was the 
first to be constructed with funds from the 
bond measure. It replaced the old Holly 
Park library, which was housed in a con-
verted residence built in 1943 as part of 
the Holly Park housing project for defense 
workers. 

In the nine years the new branch has 
been open, the number of patrons holding 
borrower’s cards has increased fourfold, 
to nearly 850. 

The library is light and open and at-
tractive. The south side of the large main 
room is a wall of windows. The ceiling is 
natural wood, and two walls are painted a 
warm orange-red. The children’s section 
has kid-sized furniture. 

Near the children’s section is the Meet-
ing Room, used for classes and community 
events.

There are 11 computers in the main 
room. Some may be reserved for patrons’ 
use and one, dubbed an “express” computer, 
may be used by walk-in patrons for 15-min-
ute intervals without making a reservation. 
Others provide access to the Seattle Public 
Library catalog. Library staffers help pa-
trons research titles and order materials 
that may be sent to NewHolly from other 
branches. 

Early one gray Thursday morn-
ing last month, the calm of the 
NewHolly branch of the Seattle 
Public Library was broken by the 
singing and laughing of 35 3- and 
4-year-old children. 

Under the friendly direction of 
children’s librarian Lupine Miller, 
the children were singing a song 
about a skunk, and like her they 
were pinching their noses as they 
sang. 

They’d already stretched and 
touched their heads, shoulders, 
knees, toes, and now they were set-
tling down, after a fashion, getting 
ready to hear a story.

In keeping with the theme of the 
morning, “Stinky Smelly,” Miller 
read picture books about things 
that are stinky, including one about 
a garbage truck (“I Stink!!,” by 
Jim and Kate McMullen) and one 
about a dog that almost gets away 
with refusing to let himself be 
bathed (“Smelly Bill,” by Daniel 
Postgate). 

Interested in all things gross and 
smelly, the kids loved the stories. 

After a few more songs, story 
time concluded with each child’s 
having a colorful sticker stuck to 
one hand. 

Then the kids were bundled into 
coats and jackets, and the calm of 
the library was restored.

Story Time at the NewHolly 
branch library is every Thursday 
from 10:30-11:30 a.m.

At the heart of the community: 
The NewHolly branch of the Seattle Public Library

Photo ProviDeD by seAttle PubliC librAry

The NewHolly branch of the Seattle Public Library.

Photo by sCott freutel

Lupine Miller, NewHolly’s 
children’s librarian, engages her 
young audience as much with 
songs and chants as with well 
chosen books. 

Free Wireless Internet 
(WiFi) service is provided 
for people who bring laptop 
computers to the library.

The Meeting Room, which 
is used for computer instruc-
tion but which can also be 
reserved by groups as a meet-
ing place, has another 14 
computers. 

On the staff are three pro-
fessional librarians: Cathe-
rine Lord, the branch manag-
er, Lupine Miller, a children’s 
librarian, and Daniel Tilton, 
an adult / teen services li-
brarian. 

They work with four li-
brary associates and, at the 
moment, one student assis-
tant. 

Two staff members speak 
Vietnamese, and one each 
speaks Chinese, Oromo and 
Spanish.

Because many of its pa-
trons are from East Africa, 
the NewHolly branch collection includes 
many materials in East African languages 
— Oromo and Somali, Tigrigna, and Am-
haric. 

Some Seattle Public Library branches 
have been designated “magnets” for mate-
rials in certain languages. The nearby Co-
lumbia City branch library is one of them; 
it houses the system’s largest collection of 
books in Vietnamese. 

According to Lord, who is manages both 
the Columbia City branch and NewHolly 
branches of the Seattle Public Library, 
NewHolly is for all intents and purposes a 
“magnet” for East African materials.

Every Thursday morning, from 10:30-
11:30 a.m., the library hosts a story time 
for children. (See below.) 

Every Thursday evening, from 6-7:30 
p.m., the library hosts “Wired for Learn-
ing,” a computer class especially for people 
who are learning English as a second 
language, and who want to learn basics of 
using a personal computer and the Internet, 
including e-mail.

On Mondays and Wednesdays, from 
5:45-7:45 p.m. and again on Saturdays from 
11 a.m.-1 p.m., elementary pupils and high 
school students meet with volunteer tutors 
in a program called Homework Help.

From time to time librarian Daniel Tilton 
brings in Play Station and Nintendo game 
devices, and encourages teenagers to play 
virtual games, including tennis, bowling 
and golf. 

According to Tilton, the games and tour-
naments he organizes are “very popular” 
among teenagers.

Tilton is working to put together a pro-
gram in late February called “Cooks with 
Books.” The event, for people of all ages, 
will be the second in what may become a 
series; the first, held last October, drew 18 
participants. Tilton would like to see about 
25 participants next month. 

The event, which will probably be in the 
Gathering Hall at NewHolly, introduces 
cookbooks from many cuisines and com-
bines stories, looking up recipes, cooking 
demonstrations, and sharing in the eating 

of the dishes prepared.
Lord, who came to the Seattle Public 

Library in 2006 from the King County 
Library System, clearly enjoys her job 
and the patrons she interacts with, both at 
NewHolly and at Columbia City. 

“It’s really wonderful to work with 
people of such diverse cultures, and to intro-
duce them to all the library has to offer,” she 
said recently. “Our biggest demographic is 
kids, who use the library a lot after school. 
Sometimes I have to be the stern librarian, 
getting them to quiet down, to settle down, 
but we are always very happy to see them 
here, in a place they like and that makes 
them welcome.”

The NewHolly Branch of the Seattle 
Public Library is in the Learning Center 
on the NewHolly campus at 7058 32nd 
Ave. S. 

The telephone number is 206-386-1905. 
Hours are Monday and Tuesday, 1 p.m.-8 
p.m. and Wednesday through Saturday, 10 
a.m.-6 p.m. The library is closed on Sun-
days and holidays.

A stinky morning 
at the library

Ring in the New Year with your neighbors

Another year has passed, and NewHolly 
residents can celebrate the coming of 2008 with a 
Multicultural New Year Potluck Party.

All are invited to attend this festive event.
It will be a time to learn about the New Year’s 

traditions of other cultures, share a favorite dish, 
meet your neighbors and learn about upcoming 
events in the NewHolly community.

The Multicultural New Year Potluck Party 
will be held from 6-9 p.m. Friday, Jan. 4 at the 
NewHolly Gathering Hall, which is located on the 
NewHolly campus at 7054 32nd Ave. S.

The event is coordinated by NewHolly neigh-
bors and campus staff.

For more information, or if you would like to 
volunteer to help, contact Community Builder 
Joy Bryngelson at jbryngelson@seattlehousing.
org or 723-1725.
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Mayor nickels tours 
yesler Terrace

Photos by brett houGhton

Seattle Mayor Greg Nickels (above, middle) speaks with Yesler Terrace residents in 
the neighborhood’s P-Patch garden. At right, Nickels walks along Spruce Street with 
Yesler Terrace resident Kristin O’Donnell (left).

by voice staff

On Dec. 1, Seattle Mayor Greg Nickels 
visited Yesler Terrace for a guided walk-
ing tour.

Yesler Terrace resident Kristin O’Donnell 
was the tour guide. The tour was hosted by 
the Yesler Terrace Community Council.

Stops on the Mayor’s tour included the 
Yesler Terrace Community Center and the 

neighborhood P-Patch garden.
Mayor Nickels also met with members of 

an East African youth group and watched a 
Liga Latina basketball game.

It was the second visit to Yesler Terrace 

in a month for the mayor.
He also visited the community in No-

vember to help promote the Seattle Hous-
ing Authority’s compact fluourescent light 
bulb program.

by JuDi CArter

Senior Property Manager

And, so a new year begins!  Happy 2008!  
As many residents know, we now have a Pest 

Control Technician dedicated to Yesler Terrace two 
days a week.  

Ken Royce has been treating whole buildings for 
mice and roaches for the past several weeks.  

He is finding some interesting things, such as: Not 
all residents take out the trash every day. Mice and 
roaches think trash is yummy.  

There are still some residents feeding birds out-
side. 

Birds find everything they need in nature, and it 
is not necessary to supplement their diet by putting 
out rice or other food.  (The mice and rats are fond 
of it, however.)

Some residents are storing plastic bags under their 
sink — lots and lots of them.  

This is great nesting material for mice and rats.  
You may not realize that a crumb of food left on 

the floor is a nice meal for a mouse. 
It is important to sweep up crumbs, wash the 

dishes and take out the trash before bedtime every 
day.  

Please keep only a few clean plastic shopping 
bags on hand — only as many as you might use in 
a week or two.  

All extra plastic bags can be stuffed into one bag, 
tied off and put into the recycling toter.  

If you have mice or roaches in your apartment, 
please phone 223-3758 and request a pest control 
work order.

this month’s emergency preparedness tip
This year, I will be including one emergency 

preparedness tip every month.  
This month’s tip is to always make sure that you 

have a pair of shoes right next to or immediately 
under your bed.  

That way, if you have to evacuate your home 
quickly, and there is broken glass, you will not cut 
your feet on the way out.  

I hope that 2008 is a peaceful and prosperous year 
for one and all!

Notes from the managerSHA Board adopts guiding principles for 
Yesler redevelopment at special meeting
by tyler roush

The Voice editor

The Seattle Housing Authority’s Board of Commission-
ers unanimously adopted the Yesler Terrace Definitions and 
Guiding Principles, setting in motion the first phase in the 
redevelopment of the neighborhood.

The board made the decision during a special meeting 
at the Yesler Terrace Com-
munity Center Dec. 6.

The 20-page document 
is a framework for guid-
ing the redevelopment 
of Yesler Terrace, with 
special emphasis on issues 
of social equity, environ-
mental stewardship and 
sustainability and one-
for-one replacement of 
housing.

The latter in particu-
lar is a key issue among 
residents and community 
groups.

“SHA has always said 
we will replace the 561 
units on site and in the 
neighborhood,” said Judith Kilgore, project manager for 
Seattle Housing Authority. “We’ve also said in the guiding 
principles that we would guarantee a home at Yesler Terrace 
for those that want to return and are still eligible under the 
rules at the time of relocation.”

During more than one hour of public comment prior to 
the decision, several residents expressed concern that they 
would be uprooted from the neighborhood at the time of 
redevelopment.

“I want to make sure that everybody can come back,” said 
Yesler Terrace resident Cham Nguyen through an interpreter. 
“This is our place, too. We don’t want to lose our place.”

Rukio Abdi, who also spoke through an interpreter, cau-
tioned SHA against issuing empty promises.

“Keep to your promises. Do not tell us something that is 

not attainable,” she said.
According to the guiding principles, SHA will “replace 

or exceed the current number of very low-income and low-
income housing units at Yesler Terrace that serve public 
housing eligible residents” and will “consider redevelop-
ment options that would guarantee no net loss of very low-
income housing serving public housing eligible residents 
on the current site of Yesler Terrace.”

John Fox, of the Seattle Displacement Coalition, is a 
member of the Yesler Terrace Citizen Review Committee 
and an outspoken critic of parts of the current plan.

“As written, they’re not satisfactory by any means,” Fox 
said. “The door is still very wide open for the housing au-
thority to adopt a plan that could mean the loss of possibly 
over 100 housing units.”

But Kilgore said that SHA can create a redeveloped 
Yesler Terrace that both fulfills the promises of the guiding 
principles and remains economically feasible.

By increasing the density on the site, Kilgore said that 
SHA can build more units. Those would be a mix of low-
income and market-rate housing.

The plan could also widen the footprint of Yesler Terrace 
to provide more land on which to place new units.

concerns about P-Patch garden
Many residents at the meeting also spoke about the need 

to maintain the P-Patch garden, citing its benefits to health 
and the sense of community in the neighborhood.

Michael Neguse, of the Seattle Neighborhood Group, said 
the garden brings together a diverse group of cultures.

“They don’t speak the same language — they speak the 
same language of gardening,” he said.

Kilgore said that the neighborhood’s desire for a garden 
has been noted.

Locating a garden in the redeveloped Yesler Terrace will 
be a top priority in Phase 2 of the project, she added.

She added that public involvement will continue as the 
project develops.

“We’re very excited about the Definitions and Guiding 
Principles and the planning concepts, and we look forward 
to working with the community in partnership in Phase 2 
as we did in Phase 1,” she said.

Photo by virGiniA felton

Yesler Terrace resident Cham 
Nguyen offers comment at the 
SHA Board Meeting with help 
from interpreter Ounh Bui.
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A look at the taxicab industry
Horta  aan  fiirino  warshadahab   laftooda . Halka   kore  

Taxicab Advisory Group (TAG),  sameeyey xubno ayna  ku  
jiraan  Seattle Consumers Affairs Unit, King County Licensing 
iyo  kala  geddisan hoostagaya  TAG waana  Seattle Consumers 
Affairs Unit Arrinta   waxay  tahay waa  shatiyada  iyo  imtix-
aanka   wadayaasha  cusub.

. 
Leenka   xiga  waa Tagsiga oo  hlaya  wicitaankaaga iyo  

gelinta  kombiyuutarka oo  wadayaasha inay  ka  jawaabaanay  
tahay iyo  hagaajinta  cinyaanka 

. 
Dispatchers ma  qabaan micnaha dabagal  inay  sameeyaan  

haddii  Wadaha  ka jawaabay  cinwaankaaga  
Wasdayaasha  ha  lahaado  ama  ha  kireysto  baabuurka waa  

inuu   bixiyaa  qiimaynta  sii  saaro  mitirk, repairs, installation 
of new equipment, inspections, tests, as well as for their own 
licenses.

Dacwooyinka  ka  ymaada waxay  aadayaan  Qaybta  ah  Af-
fairs department for the City of Seattle.\

Warshadlyda  waxay  hadda  eegayaan sidii  ay  wqax  u 
bari  lahaayeen  wadayaasha cusub  ADA arrimaha ku saabsan 
shaqooyinka  Eyga waa  inay  ahaadaan  wadayaasha  kuwa  aan  
wax  ka  qabin  qaadiddiisa

Haddii   aad  u malayso  in lagaaga  tagay  tagsiga  sababtoo  
ah  xayawaan  ayaad  wadataa,waxzad   u  dacwoon   karaysaa 
ood  wici  kartaa  City of Seattle Office for Civil Rights at 206-
615-0490.

MỘT CÁI NHÌN VỀ NGHÀNH CHẠY XE TAXI
Trước hết, hãy có cái nhìn về công nghiệp taxi
Đứng đầu công nghiệp này là Nhóm Cố Vấn Ngành Taxi, gọi 
tắt là TAG (Taxicab Advisory Group), gồm có 19 thành viên, 
kể cả Seattle Consumers Affairs Unit, cơ quan King County 
Licensing và các hiệp hội xe taxi khác.
Dưới Nhóm Cố Vấn TAG là có phòng Seattle Consumers 
Affairs có mục đích cấp giấy phép, kiểm tra, và trắc nghiệm 
các tài xế xe taxi.
Kế đên là các hiệp hội xe taxi, nhóm này nhận điện thọai từ 
khách đi xe, đưa vào máy vi tính để từ đó các tài xế xe taxi 
đến mà đón khác.
Những phái viên – dipatchers- không cách nào để dỏi theo 
xem xe taxi có đến địa chỉ mà qúi vị gọi xe.
Phần của các tài xế.
Các tài xế taxi thường làm chủ chiếc xe hoặc họ phải thuê xe, 
điều này có nghĩa là họ phải trả tiền bảo hiểm, tiền sữa chửa, 
tiền gắn máy móc, tiền kiểm tra, trắc nghiệm và những tiền lệ 
phí cho các giấy phép.
Những khiếu nại – kiện cáo phải được gởi lên văn phòng 
của Depatment for Civil Rights, hoặc gởi lên văn phòng 
Consumers Affairs thuộc thành phố Seattle.
Nghiệp đòan (xe taxi) hiện nay đang cứu xét về vấn đề này 
qua việc giáo dục những người tài xế mới, về những vấn đề 
hành khác có khuyết tật, gồm những người cần có chó dẩn 
đường, và để làm chắc rằng các tài xế xe taxi cảm thấy thỏai 
mái khi phải chở hành khách mà có chó phục dịch đi theo 
trong xe taxi của họ.
Nếu người hành khách nào cảm thấy bị (xe taxi) bỏ rơi họ trên 
lề đường chỉ vì có chó phục dịch đi kèm theo, hãy điện thọai 
khiếu nại lên văn phòng City of Seattle Office for Civil Rights 
ở số 206-615-0490

A look at the taxicab industry
የታክሲ ካፕ ካምፓኒን እየታ

መጀመሪያ ራሱን ካምፓኒውን 
እንመልከት፡፡
ከድርጅቱ የበላይ ያሉት የታክሲ ካፕ 
አማካሪ ቡድን 19 አባላት የሚገኙበት 
ሲሆን ይህም የሲያትልን ኮንሲዩመር 
አፌርስ ክፍል፣ የኪንግ ካውንቲ 
ላይሰንሲንና ለዩ ልዩ የታክሲ ማህበሮችን 
ይጨምራል፡፡ በታክሲ አማካሪዎች ግሩፕ 
ስር ደግሞ የሲያትል ኮንሲዩመርስ ዩኒት 
ማለትም ፈቃዱን የሚሰጠው፣ የቁጥጥር 
ስራዎችን የሚሰራውና አዲስ ሾፌሮችን 
የሚፈትነው ይገኝበታል፡፡
ከዚህ ቀጥሎ የሚገኘው የታክሲ ካፕ 
ማህበር ሲሆን፡ ስልክ ስትደውሉ መልስ 
የሚሰጥ፣ ኮምፒተር ውስጥ የሚያስገባና 
የታክሲ ሾፌሮች እንዲሰማሩ የሚያደርግ 
ነው፡፡
አከፋፋዮቹ ጥሪው በስራ ላይ መዋሉን 
የመቆጣጠር እድል የላቸውም፡፡

ከዛ ቀጥሎ ሾፌሮች ይገኛሉ፡፡
ሾፌሮች የራሳቸው ወይም የኪራይ መኪና 
ሲኖራቸው ለኢንሹራንስ፣ ለጥገና፣ አዲስ 
ዕቃዎችን ለመግዛት፣ ለኢንስፔክሽን፡ 
ለሚፈተኑትና የራሳቸውንም ማሳደስን ሁሉ 
ጨምሮ ነው፡፡
ስለሚሰጠው አገልግሎት ቅሬታ ካለ 
በቀጥታ ወደ ሲቭል ራይት ዲፓርትመንት 
ይሂዱ ወይም ወደ ኮንሲመርስ አፌርስ 
ክፍል ለሲያትል ከተማ ማቅረብ ይቻላል፡፡
ባሁኑ ሰዓት ካምፓኒው ለአዲስ ታክሲ 
ሾፌሮች ስለታክሲ ካቭ አሰራርና 
ትምህርት ስለኤዲዬ ለመስጠት 
ይፈልጋል፤ ይህም ስለውሻዎች 
አገልግሎትና ሾፌሮች ምቾት ኖሯቸው 
ተሳፋሪዎቻቸውንና ውሾችን ማጓጓዝ 
መቻላቸውን ማወቅ ይፈልጋል፡፡ 
ማንኛውም ሰው የውሻ አገልግሎት ኖሮት 
መንገድ ላይ በመንገላታት ሳይነሳ የቀረ 
ካለ ቅሬታውን ለሲያትል ከተማ ሲቭል 
ራይትስ በስልክ ቁጥር 206-615-0490 
በመደውል ማቅረብ ይችላል፡፡

A look at the taxicab industry

ትዕዝብቲ ኣብ ናይ ታክሲ 
ኣገልግሎት።
ብመጀመርታ እዚ ናይ ታክሲ 
ስርሓት ኢንዱስትሪ ንመልከት 
ብላዕሊ ኮይኑ ዝመርሕ ናይ ታክሲ 
ካብ እድቫይዞሪ ግሩፕ ዝበሃል ኣሎ 
19 ሰባት ዛኣባላቱ ስያትል ኮንሱመር 
እፈይርስ ዩኒት ላይሰንስ ዝተፈላዩ ናይ 
ታክሲ ክምፓኒታት ዝምውል ሓደስቲ 
ኣኣውቲስቲ ዝፍትን ታክሲታት 
ዝምርምርን። 
ድህሪኣኡ ድማ ናይ ሰብ ታክሲ 
ማሕበራት ኣለዉ ናይ ታክሲ ጻውዒት 
ጠለብኩም ተቐቢሎም ኣብ ኮምፒተር 
ዘእትዉ መታን ኣቲ  በዓል ታክሲ 
ክመጸኩም።
እቶም ዲስፓቸርስ ከከታተሉ 
ምክትታል ክገብሩ ኣኣይክእሉን ኣዮም 
እቲ በዓል ታክሲ ክምዝመጸኩም 
ከረጋግጹ ድሕሪኡ እቲ በዓል ታክሲ 
ይመጽእ ኣቶም ሰብ ታክሲ ባዕሎም 

ወይድማ ተኾናቲሮም እዮም ዝሰርሑ 
ኢንሹራንስ ባዕሎም ይኸፍሉ ባዕሎም 
የተዓርዩ ኣድላይ ምሳርሒ ባዕሎም 
ይከፍሉ እንተላይ ናይ መመርመሪ 
ፈተናን ላይሰንስን ብዛዕባ እገልግሎት 
ታክሲ ጥርዓን ምስዝህልወኩም ኣብ 
ቤት ጽሕፈት ደፓርትመንት ኦፍ 
ሲቭል ራይት ክተቕርቡ ትኽእሉ 
ወይድማ ኮንሱመር ኣፈይርስ 
ደፓርትመንት ኦፍ ሲቲ ኦፍ ስያትል። 
ኣብዚ መደረኽ እዚ እዚ ኢንዳስትሪ 
ነቶም ሓደስቲ ዘውርቲ ታክሲ ኣብ 
ምምሃር ይርከብ ብዛዕባ ኤዲኤ ጉዳያት 
ናይ ስንኩላት ኣገልግሎት  ብከልቢ 
ዝምርሑ ዓይነ ስዉራት ዘጠቓለለ 
ማለት ዘውርቲ ታክሲ ብዘይእፈላላይ 
መራሕቲ እክላባት ዘለዎም 
ዓይነስዉራት ክመላልሱ ብታክሲ። 
እቶም መራሕቲ ካልቢ ሃልዩዎም 
ኣገልግሎት ብሰብ ታክሲ ዝተነፍጉ 
ዉልቀሰባት ኣብ ቤት ጽሕፈት ሲቪል 
ራይት ብዚ ስልኪ ቁጽሪ ከሰምዑ 
ይኽእሉ 206 615 0490።


