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Regardless of the outcome of the Nov. 3 
general election, Seattle and King County 
would see new leadership in the offices of 
Seattle mayor and King County executive.

With ballots in and the election certified, 
voters have elected Mike McGinn as mayor 
of Seattle and Dow Constantine as King 
County Executive.

In a race that wasn’t resolved until nearly 
a week after Election Day, McGinn edged 
Joe Mallahan, an executive for a wireless 
company. Returns on election night showed 
McGinn, an environmental attorney, hold-
ing a slim 500-vote lead over Mallahan. But 
that cushion grew to nearly 5,000 as elec-
tions workers counted the returns from King 
County’s first-ever all-mail general election. 
Mallahan conceded the race during a press 

conference the night of Nov. 9.
There was much less drama in the race for 

King County Executive, which Constantine 
won decisively over Susan Hutchison.

Constantine, the chair of the King County 
Council, opened with a large lead on election 
night, prompting Hutchison, best known as 
the longtime local television news anchor, 
to concede the following day.

The two races were unusual, in that both 
were without an incumbent. Then-Execu-
tive Ron Sims accepted an appointment as 
deputy secretary of HUD last fall, and Se-
attle Mayor Greg Nickels lost in the August 
primary.

Voters pass r-71, Housing levy, turn 
down I-1033

Two statewide measures and a Seattle 
levy issue were also of particular interest 
this year. 

Voters statewide approved Referendum 
71, which upheld Washington’s law to 
extend domestic partnership benefits to 
same-sex couples — commonly referred to 
as the “everything but marriage” law. The 
referendum passed by a wide margin in 
King County, with voters breaking better 
than 2-to-1 in favor. That helped buffer the 
referendum against opposition throughout 
much of the rest of the state. 

Seattle voters voiced overwhelming 
support for a renewal of the housing levy, 
with better than 65 percent voting in favor. 
Through the collection of property taxes, 
the levy (Proposition No. 1 on the ballot) 
will raise $145 million over seven years 
for low-income housing assistance. When 
it was first enacted in 1981, the housing 
levy established the Seattle Senior Housing 
Program.

Voters in King County strongly opposed 

Initiative 1033, contributing to the measure’s 
failure statewide. In King County, about 69 
percent of voters opposed I-1033; statewide, 
about 58 percent cast a “no” vote.

The initiative, proposed by controversial 
anti-tax activist Tim Eyman, would have 
imposed a cap on revenue for city, county 
and state governments.

In other local races, incumbents Reagan 
Dunn, Bob Ferguson, Kathy Lambert, Julia 
Patterson and Pete von Reichbauer won re-
election to the King County Council; incum-
bents Richard Conlin and Nick Licata were 
re-elected to the Seattle City Council, while 
Sally Bagshaw and Mike O’Brien were 
elected to his first term; and John Creighton, 
Rob Holland and Tom Albro were elected 
commissioners of the Port of Seattle.

For full results, go to www.kingcounty.
gov/elections.

McGinn, Constantine win races for Seattle mayor, county executive

By lynn sereda

Section 8 Tenant

When Vicki Williams’ sister opened the 
Life Enrichment Bookstore 14 years ago, 
she  strived to create a place where she could 
provide the community with products that 
accurately reflect the history, knowledge 
and dignity of the African American com-
munity. The African-American-themed 
bookstore was meant to remind people of 
their greatness.  

Williams, who is now the owner, de-
scribed a childhood education that offered 
very little information to African-American 
children about their history.  She said that to 
this day, it is the children who are one of the 
main inspirations for keeping her business 
going.  One can tell, by walking around the 
store and seeing all the educational materi-
als geared to children of all ages.

All kinds of educational materials, from 
coloring books to comic books featuring 
historical figures in black history, are 
displayed on the shelves. There are educa-
tional games such as a Black Heritage Trivia 
game, and puppets of legendary leaders, 
such as Sojourner Truth.  

The idea is to combine education and 
fun and bring a sense of pride in learning 

one’s history.
This store is more than just a bookstore. 

There’s a collection of President Obama 
memorabilia displayed (they advertise hav-
ing Seattle’s best Obama selection). I never 
knew that you could get an insulated coffee 
cup celebrating the historical election or 
purchase magnetic paper dolls of President 
Obama and the First Lady, complete with 
wardrobe changes!  

There are colorful greeting cards, which 
you are not likely to find elsewhere, as well 
as African art and fabrics. For those who 
really like popular history, there are even 
old Ebony and Jet magazines.  

This is the place to come to if you need 
to find Kwanzaa greeting cards, or even or-
ganize a Kwanzaa celebration in your com-
munity. (Kwanzaa is an African American 
cultural celebration that takes place late 
this month.)

Besides being full of treasures to browse 
through, the store also often hosts commu-
nity events. On one cold and rainy afternoon 
last month, the spicy aroma of homemade 
ginger tea filled the store, while a circle of 
people gathered to hear Mona Lakes Jones, 
a previous Poet Laureate of King County, 
read from her latest book. Her words, evok-
ing memories of Southern-style cooking 

and celebrating community and culture, 
could easily make one feel that it wasn’t so 
dreary outside.

Life Enrichment Bookstore is located 
on 5023 Rainier Ave. S., just past Hudson 
St. in the center of Columbia City. Take 
the #7 or #9 bus, exit at Edmunds St. and 
walk two blocks south. Store hours are 
Monday through Saturday 11 a.m. – 8 p.m. 
The phone numbers are 206-722-1700 and 
206-650-8791.  

There is also a Web site where you can 
shop online at www.lebseattle.com, but I re-

ally advise going to the store itself because 
it is so full of history and is quite unique.  

There are some places right in the neigh-
borhood to grab a cup of coffee or eat lunch 
as well. There is even an old fashioned ice 
cream store called Full Tilt Ice Cream, 
which serves handmade ice cream and has 
old fashioned pinball machines right near 
the bookstore.  

South Seattle is, in fact, full of unique 
places to visit. 

Lynn Sereda is a Section 8 tenant who 
lives in Southeast Seattle.

Bookstore celebrates 
African American history

PhoTo By lynn sereda

Vicki Williams owns the Life Enrichment Bookstore in Columbia City.

A shorter Voice

The Local and National section of The Voice will run four pages 
this month.  It will return to its standard length of eight pages next 
month.
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• College Transfer (206) 768-6600

• Professional/Technical (206) 764-5394

• Adult Basic Education/ESL/GED (206) 764-5363

• High School Programs (206) 764-5805

• Continuing Education (206) 764-5339

• Online/Distance Learning (206) 764-7930

• Four-Year Degrees (206) 764-5387

South Seattle Community College, 6000 16th Ave SW, Seattle, WA 98106 • (206) 764-5300 • www.southseattle.edu
NewHolly Learning Center, 7058 32nd Ave S, 2nd Floor of NewHolly Learners Bldg., Seattle, WA 98118 • (206) 768-6642

…start here, go anywhere!
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Write your ad here (one word per line)

market place coupon
Do you have a couch or other item you want to sell? Take advantage of the free person-to-person classified advertising  in The Voice by 
filling out your 24-word ad below. Remember, write only one word per line and don’t forget to include your telephone number in your ad! 
Mail your ad before the 18th of the month and it will be included in the next month’s issue.

mail to: PPC, PO Box 80156, Seattle, WA 98108 fax: 206-461-1285
e-mail: classmgr@nwlink.com w/subject line “The Voice”

Name _______________________________ address _____________________________

city _______________________________ state __________________ Zip ___________

Telephone ______________________ e-mail ____________________________________

check the classification: ❑ items for sale  ❑ autos for sale  

❑ items wanted  ❑ services  

WorkSource Provides
• Job Preparedness Workshops

• One on One Career Guidance

• Weekly Hiring Events

These services are FREE 
and open to the public. 
Translation services are 
available upon request.

Visit our website: 
www.worksourceskc.org.

To place your ad in 
The Voice 

contact
classmgr@nwlink.com

today!

Once again we’re asking for your help 
wit h baby items. We’re in need of 
everything. Here is a list of the items 
we need: Car Seats, 3 different sizes, 
changing tables, walkers, strollers with 
umbrellas, play pins, cribs, high chairs, 
clothes for girls and boys, shoes,  
blankets, receiving and regular, bottles,  
lotions, oil, clippers, baby shampoo, 
comb, temperature testing, baby 
formula, vaporizers, Vicks Rub, toys to 
1 year, bath tub, diapers varies sizes, 
newborn to pull-ups, Desitin  ointment, 
bibs, pacifiers, coats, wetones, baby 
food, Dreft Laundry Soup, Woolite. 

I’m sure you know the rest of the 
things need. if you can help please call 
Judy and Tina with your donation. We 
are having lot’s of babies right now. 
206-767-4175

Alliance of People with disAbilities 
has monthly Peer Groups Peer 
Groups are a place to talk about 
common experiences, problems, and 
solutions.  We are a goal-oriented 
group!

WHEN: 3rd Tuesday of each 
month, 2:30pm—4:00pm.

WHERE: Wallingford (Good 
Shepherd Center) 4649 Sunnyside 
Ave N, Room 221, Seattle, WA 
98103

For more info or to request 
accommodation, please call 206-
545-7055
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በ2010 ለዋሽንግተን ሰራተኞች 
የሚኒመም ክፍያ አይጨምረም

በ2010 የዋሽንግተን የዝቅተኛው ክፍያ 
አይጨምርም፡፡ ስለሆነም $8.55 በሰዓት 
እንነበረው ይቀጥላል፡፡ ምክንያቱም የተገልጋዩ 
የኢንዴክስ ዋጋ ላለፈው 12 ወራቶች 
ባለመጨመሩ ነው፡፡

የሰራተኞችና የኢንዱስትሪ ክፍል በየአመቱ 
በመስከረም ወር በተደነገገው ህግ 688 መሰረት 
የስቴቱን ሚኒመም ዌጅ በ1998 ዋሽንግተን 
በምርጫ ቀርቦ በስራ ላይ እንዲውል በተደነገገው 
መሰረት ያሰላል፡፡ 

ህጉ እንደሚፈቅደው የስቴቱ የዝቅተኛ 
ክፍያ የሚኖረው በኢኮኖሚ ግሽበት መሰረት 
እንዲጨምር በፌዴራል ኮንሱይመር የዋጋ 
ኢንዴክስ በ12 ወራቶች ውስጥ በነሐሴ 31 
መጨረሻ ለከተማው ክፍያ ለሚቀበሉትና 
በአስተዳደር ረዳትነት ለሚሰሩት እንዲጨምር 
ነው፡፡

CPI-W የሃገራዊ ኢንዴክስ እና የእቃዎችንና 
ግልጋሎቶችን በየቀኑ ከኑሮ ጋር የሚመለከት 
ነው፡። ባለፉት 12 ወራቶች ውስጥ ነሐሴ 
መጨረሻ ድረስ 1.9 ቀንሷል፡፡ ይህም በ2008 

በተመሳሳይ ጊዜ ውስጥ ከነበረው ወደ 5.9 
ጨምሯል፡፡ የ2008 የተደረገው ጭመራ ለ2009 
ለተደረገው የሰራተኞች ዝቅተኛ ክፍያ የ48 
ሳንቲም በሰዓት እንዲጨምር አድርጓል፡።

ይህ የ1-688 ተደንግጎ ህጉ ከተላለፈበት 
ጊዜ ጀምሮ እስቴቱ ውስጥ የመጀመሪያ 
የሰራተኞች የዝቅተኛ ክፍያ ያልጨመረበት 
ዓመት ነው፡። 

የዋሽንግተን የዝቅተኛው ክፍያ በግብርናና 
ከግብርና ውጭ ያሉ ሰራተኞችን ይጨምራል፡፡ 
የ14 እና 15 እድሜ ያላቸው 85 ፐርሰንት  
ለስራ የበቁት ከሚከፈላቸው ዝቅተኛ ክፍያ 
ወይም $7.27 ያገኛሉ፡፡ 

ዋሽንግተን ከአስሩ ስቴትስ አንዱ ሲሆን 
ኦሬገን፣ ቬርሞንት፣ ኦሃዮ፣ ኔቫዳ፣ ሞንታና፣ 
ሚሱሪ፣ ፍሎሪዳ፣ ኮሎራዶ እና አሪዞና ጋር 
የዝቅተኛ የደሞዝ ክፍያን  ከኢኮኖሚው 
ግሽበት ጋር ከሚያስተካክሉት ውስጥ አንዱ 
ነው፡፡

ስለዋሽንግተን የዝቅተኛ የደሞዝ ክፍያ ዜና 
ለማወቅ ከፈለጋችሁ በ Wages.Lni.wa.gov, 
ወይም በስልክ ቁጥር  360-902-5316 ወይም  1-
866-219-7321 ደውሉ፡፡

ኣብ ዋሽንግተን ስቴት ኣብ 2010 ሚኒሙም 
ወግ(ዝተሓተ ክፍሊት ኣብ ሰዓት) ወሰኽ 
ኣይክግበርን እዩ።
ኣብ ዋሽንግተን ስቴት ኣብ 2010 ሚኒሙም 
ወግ(ዝተሓተ ክፍሊት ኣብ ሰዓት) ወስክ 
ኣይክግበርን እዩ$8.55 ኣብ ሰዓት ክም 
ናይቀድሙ እዩ ክጸንሕ  ናይ ሸማቶ ዋጋ 
መለክዒ ኣኣብ ዝሓለፉ 12 ወርሓት ክብ 
ስለዘይበለ። ቤት ጽሕፈት ናይ ላቦር ኤንድ 
ኢንዱስትሪ ነት ናይ ስቴት ሚኒሙም ወግ  
ዳግመ ግምገማ ስለዝገበርሉ እብ ነብሲ ወከፍ 
ዓመት ከካይድ ኣለዎ ብምሰረት ኢኒሳትቭ 
ሕጊ 600 ብናይ ዋሽንግተን ስቴት ተቐማጦ 
መረጽቲ ዝተሓላለፈን ዝጸደቐን።
ብምሰረት ሕጊ ዝጠልቦ ናይ ስቴት ሚኒሙም 
ወግ ዝቅባበ ኣብ ዝርኣየሉ ግዜ ኣብ ነብሲ 
ወከፍ ዓመት ብመሰረት ለውጢ ናይ ፈደራል 
ኮንሱመር ኢንደክስ ፕራይስ ናይ ከተማ 
ብእቶት ዝመሓደሩ ሰባትንሰራሕተኛታት 
ቤት ምዛግብቲ ኣብ ዉሽጢ 12 ወርሂ ኣብ 
መጨረሻ ወርሒ ኦገስት 31።
ሲፒኣይ ዳብልዩ ሃገራዊ መረጋገጺ 
ዝሽፈን ዋጋ ናይ ኣቕሑትን ኣገልግሎትን 

ነመኦኣልታዊ መነባብሮ ዝውዕል። እብ 
ዝሓለፉ 12 ወርሓት 1.9 ካብ ሚእቲ ጎዲሉ 
ልክዕ ከም ናይ 2008 እቲ ናይ 2008 ወሰኽ 
48 ሳንቲም ከምዝዉሰኽ ገይሩ ኣብ ሰዓት ኣብ 
ሓደ ሰዓት ኣብ ናይ 2009 ሚኒሙም ወግ።
እዚ ተርእዮ እዚ ንመጀመርታ ግዜ እዩ  ካብ 
እይ-688 ካብ ዝጸደቐሉ ግዜ ጀሚሩ እዚ 
ስለዝኾነ ኣብ ናይ ስቴት 
ሚኒሙም ወግ ዝግበር ወሰኽ የሎን ማለት 
እዩ።
ናይ ዋሽንግተን ሚኒሙም ወግ ነቶም ኣብ 
ናይ ሕርሻን ካልኦት ስርሃት ዝተዋፈሩ 
ይምልከት።ወላዉን ደቂ 14ን 15ን 85 ካብ 
ሚእቲ ይከፈሉ ካብ ናይ ዓበይቲ ሚኒሙም 
ወግ ወይድማ $7.27።
ዋሺንግተን ሓንቲ ካብተን 10 ስቴትስ ምስ 
ኦረጎን ቨርሞንት ኦሃዮ ነቫዳ ሞንታና ምዙሩ, 
ፍሎሪዳ ኮሎራዶን ኣሪዞናን እያ ብምሰረት 
ዝቅባበ ሚኒሙም ወግ ዘመዓራርያ ስቴትስ።
 ብዝበልጸ ንምርዳእ ብዛዕባ ዋሽንግተን 
ሚኒሙም ወግ ኣብ Wages.Lni.wa.gov እብ 
ስልኪ ቑጽሪ 360 902 5316 ወይ 1-866-
219-7321 ትድዉሉ

No increase to Washington’s mini-
mum wage in 2010

Минимальная зарплата штата 
Вашингтон не увеличивается в 2010 
году

Минимальная заработная плата в 
штате Вашингтон не увеличивается в 
2010 году и останется $8,55 в час, так 
как потребительский индекс (Consumer 
Price Index) за последние 12 месяцев не 
увеличился.

Отдел труда и производства пере-
считывает минимальную зарплату для 
штата в сентябре каждого года, как того 
требует законодательная инициатива 
688, одобренная избирателями штата 
Вашингтон в 1998 году.

Закон требует, чтобы минимальная 
заработная плата в штате Вашингтон 
увеличивалась с учётом инфляции 

каждый год, в соответствии с измене-
ниями федерального потребительского 
индекса для городских и канцелярских 
работников (CPI-W) за 12 месяцев, 
предшествующих 31 августа каждого 
года.

Государственный индекс CPI-W  
покрывает стоимость товаров и услуг, 
необходимых  для  повседневной жиз-
ни. Этот индекс уменьшился на 1,9 
процента за 12-тимесячный период, 
кончающийся в августе, за такой же 
период в 2008 году индекс увеличился 
на 5,9 процента. Это увеличение 2008 
года повело за собой повышение мини-
мальной заработной платы на 48 центов 
в час в 2009 году.

Со времени утверждения инициа-
тивы 688 впервые минимальная зара-
ботная плата не увеличивается. Ми-

нимальная заработная плата в штате 
Вашингтон касается как работников 
сельского хозяйства, так и других 
несельскохозяйственных работников, 
хотя работникам 14-ти и 15-тилетнего 
возраста можно платить 85 процентов 
от минимальной зарплаты, т.е. $7,27 
в час.

Штат Вашингтон один из десяти 
штатов, таких как Орегон, Вермонт, 
Огайо, Невада, Монтана, Миссури, 
Флорида, Колорадо и Аризона, которые 
регулируют минимальную заработную 
плату в зависимости от инфляции.

Для получения дополнительной 
информации о минимальной зарплате 
в штате Вашингтон посетите вебсайт 
Wages.Lni.wa.gov  или позвоните по тел. 
360-902-5316 или 1-866-219-7321.

TIỂU BANG WASHINGTON 
SẺ KHÔNG TĂNG MỨC LƯƠNG TỐI 

THIỂU CHO NĂM 2010
Mức lương tối thiểu sẻ không tăng cho 

năm 2010 và sẻ giữ ở mức giá $8.55 một 
giờ, bởi vì Chỉ Số Giá Cả Tiêu Thụ trong 
12 tháng qua không tăng.

Bộ Lao Động và Kỷ Nghệ tái ước tính 
mức lương tối thiểu hàng năm vào tháng 
Chín chiếu theo luật 688 đòi buộc, bộ luật 
đuợc người dân Washington bỏ phiếu 
thông qua vào năm 1998.

Luật này buộc mức lương tối thiểu trong 
tiểu bang phải được tăng theo mức vật giá 
hàng năm dựa vào Chỉ Số Mức Tiêu Thụ 

liên bang trong 12 tháng qua và kết thúc 
vào mỗi 31 tháng Tám.

Chỉ số giá cả tiêu thụ là mức chỉ số cho 
cả nước bao gồm giá cả hàng hóa, dịch vụ 
cần thiết cho đời sống hằng ngày. Mức đo 
lường này đã giảm đi 1.9 phần trăm trong 
12 tháng qua kết thúc vào tháng Tám, so 
với mức tăng 5.9 phần trăm cùng khỏang 
thời gian trước tính đến tháng Tám 2008. 
Mức tăng đó khiến cho mức lương tối thiểu 
của năm 2009 tăng lên 48 xu một giờ.

Mức lương tối thiểu trong tiểu bang 
Washington áp dụng cho các công việc 
trong ngành nông nghiệp và không-nông-
nghiệp, dù như thế thì trẻ em ở tuổi 14-15 

tuổi có thể chỉ được trả mức lương 85 phần 
trăm so với mức lương tối thiểu trả cho 
người lớn, (tức là trẻ em chỉ được trả mức 
lương ở $7.27 một giờ.

Tiểu bang Washington là một trong 10 
tiểu bang, trong đó có Oregon, Vermont, 
Ohio, Nevada, Montana, Missouri, Flori-
da, Colorado, và Arizona điều chỉnh mức 
lương tối thiểu dựa vào mức lạm phát..

Muốn biết thêm thông tin về mức luơng 
tối thiểu của tiểu bang Washington, hãy 
vào trang mạng Wages.Lni.wa.gov  hoặc 
gọi cho số 360-902-5316 hay gọi cho số 
1-866-219-7321.

Lama kordhin doono lacagta ugu 
yare e lagu shaqeeyo saacaddii.

Maamulka gobolki=u ma kord-
hin doonaan lacagta ugu yare e lagu 
shaqeeyo saacaddii oo ah $8.55.

Sababtuna waa iyadoo aan sicir barar 
dhicin ama aan sicirka maciishaddu 
kordhin.  Wakaaladda shaqada iyo 
warshadaha ayaa sanadkasta  bisha 
sebteembar, qiimaysa inta ugu yar ee la 
ogol yahay in qof ku shaqeeyo gobol-
kaan, taasoo uu dalbayo qodobka 688 
oo ay u codeeyeen cod-bixiyeyaasha 
saadkii 1998kii.

Sharcigu wuxuu qabaa  in sanadkas-
ta la kordhiyo iyadoo loo fiirinayo sicir 
bararka iyo isbedelka qiimaha alaabada 
marka la barbar dhigo mushaharada 

shaqaalaha (magaalo-joogta ah) iyo 
kwa ka shaqeeya karraaninimada (CPI-
W) labo iyo tobankii bilood ee la soo 
dhaafay oo ku eg Ogosto 31da.

CPI-W-gu waa  liisto ay ku sha-
raxan tahay qiimaha badeecada iyo 
adeegyada daruuriga ah. Liistadaani 
waxay labo iyo tobankii bilood ee la 
soo dhaafay hoos u dhacday 1.9 % 
taasoo ku ekayd bishii Ogos ee tag-
tay. Liiskaani wuxuu kordhay 5.9 % 
sanadkii 2008ka. Kororkaas 2008ka 
wuxuu keenay in la kordhiyo lacagta 
ugu yar ee lagu shaqeeyo saacaddii 
48% sanadkan 2009ka.

Waa markii ugu horeysay ee aan 
la kordhin lacagtaan illaa iyo intii la 
lagudbiyey qodobka I-688 ee gobol-

kan.
Lacag koroku waxay intabadan taa-

banayaa shaqooyinka beeraha iyo kuwa 
kalaba.  Inkastoo 14-15jirka la siin karo 
85% ee lacagta ugu yare e qofka qaan-
gaarka ahi ku shaqeeyo am $7.27

Washington waxay ka mid tahay 
toban gobol oo ee mushaarada saacad-
laha ah ee shaqaalahoodu la socdo sicir 
bararka dalka. Goboladan ayaa waxay 
lkal yihiin. Oregon, Ohio, Vermont, 
Nevada, Montana, Missouri, Florida, 
Colorado, iyo Arizona.

Wixii akhbaar dheeri ah oo ku saa-
bsan mushaarada saacadlaha ah ee 
Washington la xiriir site-kan wages.
Lni.wa.gov, ama wac 360-902-5316 am 
1-866-219-7321
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By Sara MccaBe

Seattle Housing Authority

It is that grand time of year again when 
gift boxes are filled, turkeys stuffed, cards 
stacked and utility bills raised.  And 
while our waistlines even take on a bit 
more from that extra piece of pie, there 
is another kind of “waste” that expands 
— landfill waste.  

Every year between Thanksgiving and 
Christmas, Americans produce an extra 
one million tons of household waste per 
week.  Where does it come from? 

Well, think about all of the extra food, 
bows, wrapping paper, shopping bags, 
cards, and ribbons that are used to make 
the holidays extra special.  With ribbon 
alone, we throw out 38,000 miles of it — 
enough to tie a bow around the earth!  

This year you can have a happy holiday 
season while saving money and Mother 
Earth at the same time. Try these easy 
waste reduction tips and you will be on 
your way to an eco-friendly holiday.

Zero waste gift-giving ideas
• Don’t forget to bring a reusable bag 

when shopping 
• Give gifts with little packaging
• Done using something?  Re-gift it!
• Offer gift certificates to an event or 

experience such as a massage, museum, 
sports game, movie or play

• Make it yourself!  Everyone loves 
homemade pie or cookies

• Give back by making a donation in 
someone’s name

• Try to buy durable items or ones 
made from recycled materials

Zero-waste gift wrapping ideas
• Use the local newspaper — the sports 

Trim your 
waste this 
holiday season

By PuBlic HealtH – Seattle 
& King county

Seattle and King County have seen sev-
eral days of high winds and rain in the past 
month.  Winter storms signal a potential risk 
for power outages, which can pose health 
dangers, including carbon monoxide poi-

soning and illness from spoiled foods. With 
stormy months ahead, Public Health recom-
mends all residents prepare now and know 
what to do to stay safe, warm and healthy.

Avoid carbon monoxide poisoning
Carbon monoxide is an odorless, invis-

ible gas that can kill.  Carbon monoxide 
comes from burning fuels such as gasoline, 
propane, oil, kerosene, natural gas, coal 
or wood. Carbon monoxide poisoning is 
preventable:

• Only use a generator outdoors and far 
from open windows and vents.

• Never use a generator indoors, in ga-
rages or carports.

• Never use a gas or charcoal grill, hi-
bachi, or portable propane heater to cook 
indoors or heat your home. 

• Avoid combustion “space heaters” un-
less there is an exhaust vent.

• Carbon monoxide poisoning can strike 
suddenly and without warning. Physical 
symptoms of carbon monoxide poisoning 
may include splitting headache, nausea and 
vomiting, and lethargy and fatigue. If you 

Stay safe, healthy in stormy weather
When power goes out, 
carbon monoxide and 
food spoilage risks rise 

By tyler rouSH

The Voice editor

The symbol of his love for theater hangs 
on the wall of his apartment in Primeau 
Place. It is the December 1951 edition of 
Theatre Arts magazine, a portrait of Lau-
rence Olivier on the cover.

But Douglas Q. Barnett didn’t discover 
the work of Olivier — or even the plays 
of Shakespeare that gave to Olivier some 
of his greatest roles — in the course of 
his education. Growing up as an African 
American in the 1930s and 1940s, such 
opportunities were not afforded to him.

Instead, he first encountered the theater 
in his job at the post office.

“Every publication in the world comes 
through there,” said Barnett, a resident of 
SSHP — including the magazine that now 
decorates his wall.

It was in reading Olivier’s story that Bar-
nett would develop what would become a 
lifelong love for theater, one that ultimately 
led him to produce a publication of his own 
on the subject.

Barnett recently co-authored an alpha-
betical reference guide on African Ameri-
can theater for Scarecrow Press. 

Prof. Anthony D. Hill, director, admin-
istrator and associate professor of drama at 
Ohio State University partnered with him 

please see “Weather” on page 4

please see “recycle” on page 6

PHoto By tyler rouSH

Douglas Q. Barnett, a resident of Primeau Place, holds a framed copy of the 
magazine that first piqued his interest in theater.

A lifelong love for theater

please see “Theater” on page 7

By SHa Staff

As 2009 draws to a close, the Seattle 
Housing Authority is assessing results from 
its 2005-2010 Strategic Plan and launching 
efforts to develop a new plan for the next 
five years.

The planning process will extend into 
2010, involving stakeholders and low-in-
come residents from across the city. The 
Housing Authority’s Board of Commission-
ers will work closely with the staff to set 
direction and priorities for the new plan.

As the planning process unfolds, Strategic 
Planning Director Virginia Felton anticipates 
tapping into the experience and knowledge 
of housing experts and ordinary citizens alike 
to advise the Housing Authority. 

“The challenge of planning for the next 
five years gives us a chance to build on 
current success while we involve a range 
of people with good ideas and insights,” 
Felton said.

The first step in the process has been look-
ing back on the past five years to determine 
how well the agency has done in reaching 
the goals set in 2005. The theme of the plan 
adopted at that time was “Remaining com-
mitted in times of change.”

According to Executive Director Tom 
Tierney, the Housing Authority has suc-
ceeded in achieving some significant mile-
stones. 

“I believe it is especially significant that 
we have been able to increase the number of 
extremely low-income households we serve 
from 12,166 in 2005 to 13,177 in 2010, an 
increase of 8.3 percent,” noted Tierney in 
a recent report to the board of Commis-
sioners. 

He also noted improvements in the Hous-
ing Choice Voucher program: “We have 
increased the number of Housing Choice 
Vouchers by 557 to 9,177.”

Another area where the agency succeeded 
in making significant progress toward its 

Seattle Housing 
launches planning 
effort for 2010–2015

please see “plan” on page 4
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Readers of The Voice share their ideas
Reader’s viewpoint

THe voice

About The voice

The Voice is a monthly newspaper published by Neighborhood House with  
financial support from Seattle Housing Authority and King County Housing Au-
thority. 

The Voice is developed and edited by Neighborhood House with help from SHA 
residents and staff. It strives to provide a forum for objective news and informa-
tion of interest to low-income people and those living in SHA communities.

The Voice welcomes articles, letters to the editor and columns from readers. 
If you’d like to submit an article, or if you have a question about anything you’ve 
read in this publication, feel free to contact Editor Tyler Roush at (206) 461-
8430, ext. 227 or by e-mail at tylerr@nhwa.org.

If you have questions about SHA-related stories, you may also contact SHA 
Communications Director Virginia Felton at 206-615-3506 or by e-mail at vfel-
ton@seattlehousing.org. 

You can also mail submissions to: The Voice, Neighborhood House, 905 
Spruce St. #200, Seattle, WA 98104. Please include your name and contact 
information on your submission. 

All submissions are subject to editing for accuracy, style and length.

By JonatHan HenSley

Congratulations to the team at Neigh-
borhood House for its Heart of High Point 
campaign and for bringing the new High 
Point Center off the drawing board and into 
reality for the West Seattle community.

For more than a century, Neighborhood 
House has been helping families from 
numerous countries and cultures to fulfill 
the promise of America — an education 
for their children, self-sufficiency for their 
families and a meaningful place in a caring 
community.

Now, through its new, environmentally 
friendly neighborhood center, Neighbor-
hood House is offering those same family, 
education and social services to the High 
Point neighborhood. It is a perfect fit for 
this revitalized community: both have a 
tradition of helping people be at home in a 
new culture, in new surroundings.

By bringing together vital resources, 
Neighborhood House helps people with 
limited resources attain their goals for 
self-sufficiency, financial independence, 
health and community building through 
wide-ranging programs that touch on every 
aspect of life.

• Community health, from HIV-AIDS 
awareness to Breathe Easy homes

• Early childhood and youth education 
such as Head Start and literacy programs 
and substance abuse prevention

• Adult education and employment, 

through ESL, job training and skill-build-
ing

• Family and social services, from case 
management to one-call connection to com-
munity resources

• Transportation to help people access the 
many services available 

The High Point Center embodies a beauti-
ful metaphor: 256 solar panels harnessing 
the natural resources serve and strengthen 
the community, just as the new facility har-
nesses the sun to bring light and warmth to 
the community, Neighborhood House itself 
harnesses the creativity, strength and energy 
of newcomers who help make Seattle the 
vibrant place it is.

Regence has long been a supporter and 
partner of Neighborhood House because of 
the common goals we share: building strong 
and healthy communities, and connecting 
people with the resources they need to make 
life better and to accomplish more than any 
one of us alone can. That is why Regence 
has dedicated funding and supported its em-
ployees’ personal investment of volunteer 
time and energy for Neighborhood House.

Bottom line: Neighborhood House is 
truly one of the best neighbors a community 
can have, and West Seattle is fortunate to 
have resources provided by the High Point 
Center right at its finger tips.

Jonathan Hensley is president of Regence 
BlueShield in Washington.

Op-ed: The High Point Center 
— a real natural resource

By SHa Staff

Sebrena Burr, a Housing Choice Vouch-
er participant, and her five-year old daugh-
ter Rena, were recently named volunteers 
of the year by Wellspring Family Services. 
According to Sebrena, “Rena raised over 
$200 for Wellspring Morningsong Class-
room childcare program for homeless 
children.”

Burr is a 47-year-old single mother who 
lives in Northeast Seattle. She has a medi-
cal condition that does not permit her to 
work, but this does not get in the way of 
her ambitious goals concerning her health, 
her education and her career. 

Wellspring helps homeless families find 
and hold onto a place to live, teaches abu-
sive partners non-violent behaviors, pro-
vides counseling for adults, children and 
families and empowers parents to nurture 
their children’s emotional development.

“I believe it’s our job to leave this world 
better than we found it,” said Sebrena. 

She lives and breathes this responsibil-
ity as a spokesperson for Wellspring Fam-
ily Services, a board member at Atlantic 
Street Center, a community representative 
for Head Start programs locally and na-
tionally, and a role model for her daughter 
day-in and day-out.

Sebrena first came to Wellspring Family 
Services for help with housing when her 
daughter was just a baby. Now, three years 
later, Sebrena and Rena Mateja are stable 
at home. They are also two exceptional 
advocates for children and families. 

Mom Sebrena is a spokesperson in our 
community for families who struggle to 
make ends meet. Sebrena has shared her 
story and advocated on behalf of other 
families at the Groundbreaking of the 
Wellspring family support center, at Seattle 

Rotary’s 100-Year-Anniversary Gala, and 
the City of Seattle Housing Levy press 
conference. 

Sebrena also participates in the Family 
Self Sufficiency program at Seattle Hous-
ing. FSS staff and community partners pro-
vide support, information, and resources 
to help residents accomplish goals they 
set themselves, typically for education, 
job training, starting a business, or buy-
ing a home. 

Barr found out about the FSS program 
in 2006 when she sat down with FSS Spe-
cialist Carol Smith to identify her goals. 

Burr said, “The FSS program allows 
you to put all your goals in one place 
— personal, financial and professional 
— and receive the support and resources 
you need to be successful in accomplish-
ing them.”

Although it is a challenge for Burr to 
achieve all she’d hoped to achieve, she said 
she has gotten fulfillment from something 
that sets her apart from many program par-
ticipants: volunteering for organizations 
she believes in. 

“What people don’t realize is that vol-
unteering is work,” she said. 

For a long time Burr has been interested 
in giving back to her community and help-
ing other families. 

“I can use some of the hardships I have 
gone through in this journey, to make it 
easier for other people to be a voice for 
families who can’t speak up for them-
selves,” she said.

For more information on the FSS pro-
gram, call 206-615-3317 or visit its Web 
site at www.seattlehousing.org/residents/
sufficiency/family.

Some of the information for this article 
was taken from the Wellspring Family 
Services Community Newsletter.

Sebrena Burr named volunteer of the 
year by Wellspring Family Services

PHoto courteSy of SeBrena Burr

Sebrena Burr, a Housing Choice Voucher participant, was honored by Wellspring 
Family Services for her commitment to service.

By Seattle neigHBorHood grouP

Car prowls and Car theft have increased 
in the City of Seattle.  Here are nine tips 
to increase the safety and security of your 
vehicle.

1. If possible don’t keep valuables in your 
car.  If for some reason you have something 
of value in your car don’t keep it in plain 
sight.  Put it in the trunk of the car.  Don’t 
let anyone see you put valuables in your car.  
If you are out somewhere and need to put 
something of value in your car, move your 
car to a new location afterwards.   

2. Lock your car door and windows.
3. At night, park in a well lit area.  If you 

have a carport make sure you keep the car-
port light on.  If you park in a garage lock 
your garage door.

4. Don’t leave your car keys in your car.

5. Don’t leave you car running and unat-
tended.

6. Don’t leave mail or other papers with 
personal information in your car.  A car 
prowler may use that information for iden-
tity theft.

7. When approaching a vehicle pay atten-
tion to your surroundings. Keep your keys 
in your hand and look inside your vehicle 
before getting in to make sure it is safe. 

8. If someone is loitering nearby your 
vehicle, continue walking.  Don’t approach 
your vehicle until they leave.

9. Be cautious of people who approach 
you in a parking lot.  Trust your guts.

Allan Davis (323-7094) and Kelly McKin-
ney (323-7084) are Community Educators 
for Seattle Neighborhood Group.

be safe Guard against car 
prowls, theft

Write a letter to the editor
The Voice welcomes your feedback. Send your letters by e-mail to 
tylerr@nhwa.org, or by regular mail to:
Neighborhood House
The Voice
905 Spruce St., Suite 200
Seattle, WA 98104
Letters may be edited for length.
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By JiM BuSH

SHA Resident

Recently the Special Technologies Ac-
cess and Resources (STAR) Center and 
the Westwood Heights Computer Center 
hired Oscar Escalante as their new direc-
tor, replacing Jacque Cook. Although Ms. 
Cook is still working with both centers in a 
“technical” capacity (keeping the comput-
ers operational), Mr. Escalante has taken 
over the day-to-day operations, such as 

conducting some of the training classes 
and recruiting additional volunteers to staff 
both centers. If you’d like to volunteer at 
the STAR Center, please let Oscar know 
by calling or e-mailing him — his contact 
information is included in the box.

As is quite obvious, more employers 
are asking potential job applicants about 
basic computer knowledge during the in-
terview process, which can be significant 
to those who don’t have access to comput-
ers, regardless of their ability or disability. 

Low-income families can’t afford to buy 
computers and pay for the internet access; 
technical training is also not an option for 
some families. 

The STAR Center is currently serving 
about 35 – 50 individuals per month, a sig-
nificant number considering that it operates 
with volunteer staff and that most users need 
some kind of individual help.   

 Oscar and the many users of the STAR 
Center would like to personally thank every-
one who has volunteered or who is currently 
volunteering at the STAR Center. These are 
people who give their time because they like 
to contribute to the community. 

STAR Center volunteers are people 
who are thinking about how to help others, 
even though they may also have financial 
challenges. In spite of this, they have man-
aged to keep the STAR Center open to the 
community. 

We as a community should be thankful 
we have so many talented people who are 
willing to share their talents and expertise 
with others for the benefit of the whole 
community.  

In the words of Sherry Anderson, “Vol-
unteers don’t get paid, not because they’re 
worthless, but because they’re priceless.”  
If you’re a volunteer for any organization, 

those words couldn’t be more truthful!
Oscar has said  that the current comput-

ers are beginning to wear out and need to 
be replaced very soon.  While Jacque Cook 
has been creative in keeping the computers 
running, there’s no way to tell how much 
longer those machines are going to be in 
good working order. 

Funding is critical in every operation. The 
special assistive technology used in our lab 
is expensive. When it comes to upgrading 
the software, we need to look for financial 
resources to be able to purchase it. Mr. 
Escalante is working on maintaining and 
finding new financial contributors to keep 
the center operating.

Professional development for the STAR 
Center volunteers is essential, and can be 
costly, but the center is working on inviting 
various professionals to conduct training 
with our staff.

There are various challenges at the STAR 
Center that can easily be resolved with the 
proper funding. Therefore, the first priority 
is to obtain these funds in any possible way. 
Escalante is contacting local businesses and 
city, county, state and local organizations to 
make this a reality.

The STAR Center is also exploring a 
partnership with the Lighthouse for the 
Blind to adopt a “Universal Design Kitchen” 
where one could get information on adapted 
kitchenware and appliances. Healthy cook-
ing lessons are also a possibility. 

Donations are always welcome. For 
more information please visit our Web site 
at www.starofseattle.org.

Volunteer opportunity
If you are interested in volunteering 

at the STAR Center, please contact 
Oscar Escalante at 206-325-4284 or 
by e-mail at starofseattle@cablespeed.
com.

Introducing Oscar Escalante, STAR Center’s new director

Escalante describes his vision for Center Park’s 
accessible computer center

PHoto By JiM BuSH

Oscar Escalante assists Charlie Kinder (seated) with a braille embosser in the STAR 
Center computer lab. Escalante is the center’s new director.

By JiM BuSH

RAC Secretary

On Nov. 11, 14 individuals from eight SHA communities attended the 
most recent meeting of the Resident Action Council (RAC), where a lot of 
substantive discussion took place.  

A good part of the meeting was spent talking about the Resident Council 
Guidebook, a project that was initiated two years ago and is still a work in 
progress, even though some copies were distributed at this meeting and the 
Resident Participation Fund (RPF) meeting on Nov. 16.  

It was noted that while there is a lot of good information in this guidebook, 
additional articles can still be submitted to Gail Ketterer, the coordinating 
person for this project, or Marcia Johnson, the SHA staff liaison.  

To submit material, send it via e-mail to either rmrc1@yahoo.com or 
mmjohnson@seattlehousing.org. Johnson indicated that the Guidebook 
Committee is interested in recruiting additional members and will be meet-
ing again in January — please contact her by phone at 206-239-1530 or at 
the e-mail address listed above for more information. 

At the same meeting there was some discussion on how SHA policies are 
being interpreted by residents and SHA staff, the upcoming RPF budgeting 
process for 2010 (RAC submitted a proposal), the Legislative Advocacy 
workshops attended by several RAC members and the subsequent meetings 
with staff from the offices of U.S. Rep. Jim McDermott’s office and Sens. 
Patty Murray and Maria Cantwell.

Also, a report on the Oct. 22 CityClub “Community Matters” dialog ses-
sion at Jefferson Terrace was presented to the council.

RAC also received a request to research some issues relating to building 
security and resident safety within several buildings.  Although no decision 
was formally made at this meeting, the topic will be brought up again in 
January at our next meeting.

Additional information on what was discussed is in the record for this 
meeting.  To request a copy, please contact me at jbwa2@yahoo.com.

One final note:  Because of the holiday season, no general meetings are 
being scheduled this month.  When the January meeting is scheduled, infor-
mation will be sent to everyone on our mailing list.  If you’d like to be on it, 
please contact me at the email address above.

Notes from the Resident Action Council
By Sven KoeHler

Seattle Housing Authority

For the past few months, residents at Bell 
Tower have been hosting some rather ac-
tive guests. There are dozens of them. Often, 
residents will find them hanging out outside the 
building (literally), but they disappear every 
afternoon. 

Until recently, they have mostly been going 
about their business behind closed doors or 
outside. But without a doubt, there have been 
some days when their activities can be heard all 
through the building.  

Who are these folks visiting Bell Tower? 
They are the construction workers of the 

homeWorks renovation at Bell Tower.  Residents 
have been hearing them moving walls and rear-
ranging bathrooms in a whole stack of vacant 
units to make them more wheelchair accessible. 
Outside the building, the workers have put on a 
new roof and are now busy repainting the facades 
while hanging from swing stages on the First 
Avenue side of the 16-story tall high-rise.   

This November brought a welcome change for 
residents on the Elliot Bay side of Bell Tower. A 
change in the way the workers are removing the 
old exterior paint allowed them to replace the 
opaque plastic wrap around the scaffolding with 
see-through mesh that restores people’s views. 

“The change from the wrap to the mesh made 
a big difference for me,” said resident Justin 
Wegeng. 

As hard as this previous work was to ignore 
because it made a racket or blocked the view out 
the window, the more recent work at the building 
has been even more noticeable — much of it is 

actually happening inside residents’ homes. But 
this also means the positive results of the work 
are more visible to residents. 

After decades of use, the ventilation shafts 
were cleaned out, and brand new grilles were 

PHoto By Juan Medina

Painters hang from the side of Bell Tower, 
working in between late November rain 
squalls to apply the building’s new color 
scheme. From First Avenue, the Low Income 
Public Housing high rise’s former drab grey-
white facade looks transformed with an earthy 
green color palette.

Bell Tower renovation starts showing results

please see “homeWorks” on page 6
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By cyntHia clouSer

SHA Resident

Hello, neighbors. We had a great time at the Fall Harvest Festival, sponsored by the 
High Point Neighborhood Association. Although it was chilly, we had 150-200 people 
stop by before going trick-or-treating. At least 50 stayed until the end.

The festival featured food, games, music and a costume contest. I am sure the judges 
had a hard time choosing the winners, as they were all wearing great costumes. We had a 
few princesses and some action heroes. The children had tattoos and face painting. This 
year we had caramel apples. Those and all the other sweet treats were very popular.

When people first arrived, they received a bag with disaster and flu information. At 
the flu info table, adults and children guessed answers to questions about flu prevention 
and symptoms. I am sure that all gave correct answers — it was great to see everyone 
has been paying attention to all the information being given. There was hand sanitizer 
given out, as well as candy, so we all received treats. 

There was also a donation station set up for Samoan Earthquake Victims. We received 
a few things, but much more is needed, such as lightweight clothing, non-perishable 
food, supplies for babies and cash donations. All will be much appreciated. 

E-mail Cynthia Clouser at cynthiaclouser@yahoo.com for info on a location to drop 
off items. Many thanks to those who can help. 

I know we are all having tough times, but any small donation can make a big differ-
ence to those who have been through a disaster.

PHoto By cHriS SMitHco

High Point residents gathered for the Fall Harvest Festival Oct. 31. The event was 
sponsored by the High Point Neighborhood Association.

High Point residents enjoy fall fun at harvest festival

believe you could be experiencing carbon 
monoxide poisoning, get fresh air immedi-
ately. Call for medical help from a neighbor’s 
home and the Fire Department will tell you 
when it is safe to reenter the home.

For a full list of carbon monoxide pre-
vention tips in English and 13 additional 
languages, visit www.kingcounty.gov/
healthservices/health/preparedness/disas-
ter/carbon-monoxide.aspx. 

if power goes out, keep your food safe
• Keep the doors closed on your refrigera-

tors and freezers as much as possible. This 
keeps the cold air inside. A full freezer can 
stay at freezing temperatures about two days; 
a half-full freezer about one day.

• If you think the power will be out for 
several days, try to find some ice to pack 
inside your refrigerator. Remember to keep 
your raw foods separate from your ready-
to-eat foods.

• Refrigerated foods should be safe as 
long as the power is out no more than a few 
hours and the refrigerator and freezer doors 
have been kept closed. Potentially hazard-
ous foods, such as meat and fish, should be 
discarded if they warm up above 41º F.

• Frozen foods that remain frozen are not 
a risk. If potentially hazardous foods are 
thawed, but are still cold or have ice crys-
tals on them, you should use them as soon 
as possible. If potentially hazardous foods 
are thawed and are warmer than 41º F, you 
should discard them.

Make an emergency kit
Prepare now by making a home emer-

gency kit, including:
• Water — one gallon of water per person 

per day for at least three days, for drinking 
and sanitation 

• Food, at least a three-day supply of non-
perishable food 

• Battery-powered or hand crank radio 
and a NOAA Weather Radio with tone alert 
and extra batteries for both 

• Flashlight and extra batteries 
• First aid kit
For a complete list of emergency kit 

items, and more ways to stay safe, visit the 
Taking Winter by Storm Web site at www.
takewinterbystorm.org. 

Weather
continued from front page

stated goals was in fostering self-suffi-
ciency for low-income residents. The Job 
Connection (Seattle Housing Authority’s 
in-house career development center) suc-
ceeded in placing 855 low-income workers 
into jobs in the past five years. 

During this time period Seattle Housing 
also developed standards for its “Section 3” 
program that requires contractors to hire 
residents of Seattle Housing communities 
for construction and other jobs. This result-
ed in 112 “Section 3” hires since 2006.

Activities to develop a new plan will 
include interviews with community lead-
ers, both an on-line and written survey 

and community workshops with tenants 
of Seattle Housing Authority properties. 
Community workshops will take place in 
January or February.

The current strategic plan, along with as 
summary of results achieved, can be found 
on the Seattle Housing Authority Web site 
(www.seattlehousing.org) under “News 
and Reports.” 

Plan
continued from front page

By neigHBorHood HouSe

The vision for an environmental learning 
center in the heart of High Point — nearly 
five years in the making — is now a reality.

Neighborhood House opened the doors of 
its High Point Center with a grand opening 
celebration Nov. 14, at the new building at 
6400 Sylvan Way S.W. in the High Point 
neighborhood.

More than 600 people attended the grand 
opening and saw for the first time a neigh-
borhood center like no other. Neighborhood 
House’s commitment to social and environ-
mental justice has come to fruition.

The center features a variety of green 
technologies, including a rooftop solar panel 
array, ground source heat pump and triple-
pane windows.

Tours describing these features are now 
available at the center in a number of differ-
ent languages.

During the official ceremony, a number of 
guest speakers addressed the crowd.

Mark Okazaki, Neighborhood House’s 
Executive Director, talked about the High 
Point Center’s environmental features, 
including the largest solar panel array on 
a building in the state of Washington; the 
center’s ground source heat pump system, 
which uses the Earth’s temperature to heat 
and cool the building; and the dual-flush 
toilets and special irrigation system that will 
conserve water throughout the building.

Mark was followed by Martha Kongs-
gaard, who chaired the capital campaign 
worked tirelessly to raise the $13 million for 
construction of the High Point Center.  

Tom Tierney, Executive Director of the 
Seattle Housing Authority, which will partner 
with Neighborhood House and offer services 
to High Point residents, also spoke, as did 
State Senator Claudia Kauffman, who was 

raised in High Point and is Washington’s first 
female Native American state senator.  All 
three of the 34th District’s state legislators 
— Rep. Eileen Cody, Sen. Joe McDermott 
and Rep. Sharon Nelson — attended the 
ceremony and gave speeches.  U.S. Repre-
sentative Jim McDermott also attended. And 
representatives from Governor Gregoire, 
Senator Cantwell and Senator Murray’s of-
fices also spoke.

Afterward, a green ribbon was strung 
across the lobby, symbolizing the com-
mitment to sustainability that the building 
represents. 

All of the speakers participated in the rib-
bon-cutting that officially opened the High 
Point Center to the community. 

For more information, visit our High 
Point Center Web site at www.nhwa.org/
high-point.

PHoto By Ken aStrein

Guests of Neighborhood House cut the ribbon to officially unveil the new 
Neighborhood House High Point Center. Pictured (from left to right) are Nate 
Caminos of U.S. Sen. Maria Cantwell’s office, Laura Lockard of Gov. Christine 
Gregoire’s office, Tom Phillips of SHA, Sergio Cueva-Flores of U.S. Sen. Patty 
Murray’s office, state sen. Claudia Kauffman, Neighborhood House Executive 
Director Mark Okazaki, U.S. Rep. Jim McDermott, state sen. Joe McDermott, 
Environmental Works Executive Director Daniel Glenn and Environmental Works 
architect Sally Knodell.

PHoto By Ken aStrein

Neighborhood House Executive 
Director Mark Okazaki speaks during 
the grand opening.

A place for hope in the heart of High Point
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Rainier Vista neighborhood cleanup
It’s neighborhood cleanup time again 

at Rainier Vista. Please join the residents 
on Saturday, Dec. 5 from 10 a.m. – noon 
for our monthly clean up event.  We’ll 
clean the park and surrounding streets. 

We’ll meet at the Central Park (across 
from Neighborhood House) in Rainier 
Vista.  Please bring gloves if you have 
them.  Hot coffee and donuts provided!  

Come out and join your neighbors.  
Students: get your community service 
hours.

The neighborhood cleanup occurs 
regularly on the first Saturday of each 
month.

community kitchen dinner at 
rainier vista

The next Rainier Vista community 
kitchen will be held Monday, Dec. 14 
from 6:30 – 8:30 p.m. at Neighborhood 
House Rainier Vista Center.

A community kitchen is a group of 
people who get together on a regular 

basis and prepare healthy and nutritious 
meals. We cook together and eat together 
and share recipes, ideas and nutrition.  

Within the group you’ll find fun, 
friendships, learn new recipes, talk 
about healthy eating and learn cooking 
skills.  Cooking together for a healthy 
community! Please join us each month!  

All participants must register for this 
event. To register contact Kate Farmer 
at Katef@nhwa.org or 206-461-4568, 
ext. 211.

rainier vista girl Scouts
Neighborhood House Rainier Vista 

Center hosts a weekly Girl Scout troop 
every Tuesday afternoon from 4:30 
– 5:30 p.m.  

Girls work on projects, socialize, 
go on field trips and learn leadership 
skills. The program is for girls ages 6 
– 17.  Come check us out!  For more 
information contact Denise Brown at 
denisemb@girlscoutsww.org.

By neigHBorHood HouSe Staff

The Neighborhood House Technology 
Center at the Rainier Vista Center is now 
open five days a week! We offer classes and 
open lab times Monday through Friday. 

The classes we currently offer are Ba-
sic Word on Wednesdays from 4 – 6 p.m. 
and Résumé Writing on Thursdays from 
10 a.m. – noon. The Technology Center 
will be offering more classes starting this 
month, so please contact the center with 
any questions.

All classes are free and open to the 

public!
Volunteers are also needed to help run 

open labs and assist with classes. This 
will be a great volunteer experience and 
an opportunity to be part of our dynamic 
“Tech Team” of Computer Lab Assistants. 
Interested individuals should contact the 
Technology Center.

The Technology Center can be reached 
at 206-461-4568, Ext. 202. Ask for Arielle 
Rosenberg or Kat McGhee. 

The Rainier Vista Center is located at 
4410 29th Avenue S., Seattle WA 98108.

Technology center now open at Rainier Vista Center

By laura gentry

Seattle Housing Authority

Since the first segment of the Link light rail opened in 
Seattle in mid-July, ridership has steadily increased and 
some Rainier Vista residents couldn’t be happier with their 
new mode of transportation.

Rainier Vista residents Christina and Ian Gilman, along 
with their four-year-old daughter Caitlyn, use the light rail 
extensively. 

Christina and Caitlyn ride the light rail anywhere from 
two to five days a week to get to preschool on Capitol Hill 
or run errands. Ian rides the light rail every weekday as 
part of his commute to Bellevue.

“Before the train was finished, we rode the bus more 
than we do now, for getting to school and to work. We 
think the train is great,” Christina Gilman said. “It’s fast, 
clean, reliable. Buses can get behind on their runs, but if 
we miss the train, we know there’s another one coming in 
about seven minutes.  That’s a much nicer wait than 20 
– 30 minutes for the bus.”

What’s the one thing she would change about the Link 
light rail?

“Go farther!  We’re looking forward to being able to 
get to Northgate, the University District and the Eastside 
via light rail. Now, if it would take less than 30 years, that 
would make us really happy,” Gilman said.

Sound Transit forecasts that the next segment of the light 
rail will be complete by 2016. That segment will extend the 
current line all the way to the University of Washington.

Sound Transit measures ridership by counting “board-
ings.” Every time a person gets on the train it is counted as 
a boarding. Thus, one person running errands on the train 
might get on and off several times during one day. 

The Link light rail serves approximately 16,000 board-
ings per weekday, and that number has been growing 
steadily since the July opening, according to Bruce Gray 
of Sound Transit media relations. Saturday ridership is 
approximately 13,000 boardings, while Sunday ridership 
is about 10,000 boardings. 

In mid-September, Sound Transit and King County 
Metro Transit made a concerted effort to provide better 
connections between buses and the Link light rail. This 
coordination may have helped ridership to grow.

Currently, the light rail goes no further south than Tuk-
wila, but Sound Transit provides a shuttle bus from the 
Tukwila station to the airport. Sound Transit officials expect 
to see a noticeable bump in usage after the connection to 

the airport opens at 10 a.m. Dec. 18. 
Gray estimates that the light rail will serve more than 

26,000 boardings per weekday by the end of 2010, an 
increase of 10,000 boardings per day. 

U.S. Senator Patty Murray helped Sound Transit an-
nounce the start date for the airport segment and praised 
the light rail project as a whole. 

“With the opening of the airport line in December, Sound 
Transit is giving a gift to holiday travelers by providing a 
fast and easy connection to downtown Seattle,” Murray 
said. “We made history in July by opening the doors of 
light rail to the public and since that time our region has 
enjoyed a new convenient, environmentally-friendly, and 
low-cost way to get around. This new line will continue 
to seamlessly connect our region’s transportation system 
like never before.” 

Light rail provides new transportation options for Rainier Vista residents

Location
4818 Martin Luther King Jr Way S, Seattle
Bicycle lockers and Ticket Vending Machines 
available

Station Identification
Columbia City Station is represented by a dove on 
maps and signs.

Anticipated travel times
To Westlake Station – 18 minutes 
To International District/Chinatown Station – 12 
minutes 
To Tukwila International Blvd. Station – 16 minutes

columbia city Station information

PHoto By laura gentry

The Link light rail arrives at Columbia City Station, which serves Rainier Vista residents. The station is located on 
Martin Luther King Jr. Way South between South Alaska and South Edmunds streets.

What’s going on in your neighborhood?

Catch up on what’s going on in Rainier Vista by visiting the 
community web page at www.rainiervista.org.
The page features news alerts, a calendar of events and a 
directory of services, as well as links to Seattle Housing 
Authority and other community partners.
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installed in the bathrooms. Workers in-
stalled a new door entry system to allow 
residents to use their own phones to an-
swer a ring at the doorbell from anywhere 
in their unit, instead of being restricted 
to answering from the old wall-mounted 
intercom.  

Soon, new energy-saving light fixtures 
will replace the old lights, reducing elec-
tricity bills.

But by far the most noticeable results 
of all the construction work in the build-
ing are the new windows that are being 
installed in each apartment. After a delay 
of about a month, the window replace-
ment work began in mid-November.

Just like the recent window replace-
ment projects in other SHA high-rises, the 
complete process happens over the course 
of several days.  However, the old window 
is removed and the new window is put in 
its place all in one day, so that no one is 
without a window overnight.

Getting the old window out and putting 
the new one in before nightfall makes for 
a very busy day. Workers build a plastic 
enclosure along the window wall inside 
the apartment to minimize the impact to 
the rest of the unit. 

The rest of the process involves install-
ing a new sill, new blinds, and patching 
and painting the wall around the windows.  
This work is less time sensitive, and gen-
erally takes just a few hours per day.

The first thing residents notice about 
the new windows as they grab the handle 
is that they open inwards, instead of out-
ward like the old ones. But if the handle is 
turned the other way, the window can be 

tilted inwards slightly instead of opened 
completely. This is a way to get a good 
deal of fresh air without swinging the 
windows into the apartment.

“The tilt function is something that has 
worked well in other SHA buildings,” ex-
plained Project Manager Juan Medina. 

The kind of window being used is 
called a “tilt-turn” window because you 
can tilt it inwards or you can turn the 
handle completely to open it all the way.

The glass used in the new windows has 
excellent insulating properties. Another 
feature called a trickle vent can also help 
reduce heating costs.  This device is built 
into the frame and lets a small amount of 
fresh air in without creating as much draft 
as opening the window.  

Some residents enjoyed staying home 
to watch the hustle-bustle of the window 
replacement day, with four or five install-
ers working both inside and outside the 
unit from a swing stage or scaffolding 
more than a hundred feet in the air.  

Others took the chance to get away and 
try out the newly remodeled community 
room. The room opened just in time for a 
pre-Thanksgiving reopening celebration, 
with new furniture, a vibrant new color 
design, and sparkling new floor and ceil-
ing tiles.  

The remodeled community kitchen, 
building office and new agency space will 
open in early December. 

Thanks to the patience and cooperation 
residents have given their working guests 
from homeWorks, November has been a 
month with a lot of noticeable, positive 
changes at Bell Tower. There are even 
more in store for next few months as work 
continues. 

Here are highlights of events at the New-
Holly branch in December and early Janu-
ary.

Wired for Learning
Thursdays, Dec. 3, 10 and 17 from 6 

–7:30 p.m.
Wired for Learning is a series of free 

computer classes primarily for adult ESL and 
literacy learners who want to improve their 
computer skills, but everyone is welcome. 
Registration is required and is on the 15th of 
each month. Call 206-386-1905 to sign up. 

The following classes are available in 
December:

• Basic Computer Skills: The mouse and 
keyboard are the two most basic tools of a 
computer. You need to be comfortable using 
these in order to start learning other computer 
skills and that’s what you will learn in this 
class.

• Word Processing Skills: To surf the web, 
write e-mails or use most computer pro-
grams, you need to be able to enter, change, 
move and delete text. In this class, you will 
learn how to create a document and then 

make changes to what you have written.
• Internet Skills: The Internet is an excit-

ing resource that you can use to search for 
jobs, find health information, read news from 
around the world and even buy things. This 
class teaches you about the Internet and gets 
you started surfing the web.

Homework Help
Mondays through Wednesdays, except 

holidays, from 5:45 p.m. – 7:45 p.m. 
Volunteers will be at this branch to assist 

students on a drop-in basis throughout the 
school year, with the exception of school hol-
idays. These volunteers provide support and 
encouragement to students and are especially 
good at helping new English speakers. Vol-
unteers help with particular homework proj-
ects, but they also show how to get through 
homework assignments without undue stress, 
how to use the Internet as a research tool and 
how to budget and schedule your time. No 
appointment needed. Please note that, while 
Homework Help is available to students from 
kindergarten through 12th grade, volunteers 
are not responsible for children, who should 

not be left unsupervised.

children’s Story time 
Thursdays, Dec. 3, 10 and 17 at 10:30 

a.m.
It’s story time at the NewHolly Branch! 

Bring your preschoolers and toddlers to en-
joy stories, rhymes, songs and fun with our 
children's librarian.

Special Holiday Hours
• Thursday, Nov. 26: All locations of The 

Seattle Public Library will be closed in ob-
servance of Thanksgiving Day.

• Thursday, Dec. 24 – Friday, Dec. 25: All 
locations of The Seattle Public Library will 
be closed on Dec. 24 (Christmas Eve) and 
Dec. 25 (Christmas Day). All locations will 
resume regular hours on Dec. 26.

• Thursday, Dec. 31 – Jan. 1, 2010: All 
locations of The Seattle Public Library will 
close at 6 p.m. on New Year's Eve, Dec. 31 
and will be closed on Jan. 1 in observance of 
New Year's Day. All locations will observe 
regular hours on Jan. 2.

Library information

NewHolly Branch
Seattle Public Library
7058 32nd Ave. S.
Seattle, WA 98118
206-386-1905

Hours: Monday, 1 – 8 p.m.; Tues-
day, 1 – 8 p.m.; Wednesday, 10 a.m. 
– 8 p.m.; Thursday, 10 a.m. – 8 p.m.; 
Friday, 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.; Saturday, 10 
a.m. – 6 p.m.; Sunday, closed

Note: The NewHolly Branch fea-
tures a collection of more than 20,000 
items, including materials on English 
as a Second Language, jobs, educa-
tion and how to attain citizenship. The 
branch also has a selection of CDs, vid-
eos, books on tape and CD, magazines 
and large-print materials. Patrons have 
access to 11 computers for the public, 
up from two in the previous library.

The NewHolly branch of the Seattle Public Library: Borrow 
a book, take a free computer class, get help with homework

homeWorks
continued from page 3

section for a sports enthusiast, the comics 
for a child

• Design your own wrapping paper using 
paper shopping bags. Decorate them with 
paints, crayons or markers

• Kitchen gifts can be wrapped in a colorful 
dish towel and tied with a ribbon

• Purchase gift bags from your local dollar 
or thrift stores and reuse them each year

• Gifts can be placed in a reusable basket
• Wrap gifts in a fabric remnant and tie it 

with a piece of lace or ribbon
• Make gift tags from last year's holiday 

cards

Zero-waste greeting card ideas
• If you send holiday cards, buy ones with 

recycled-paper 
• Make your own cards out of last year's 

cards and the wrapping paper you saved 
• If you have Internet access, consider 

sending electronic holiday cards this year
• Turn your old holiday cards into book-

marks, ornaments, place mats or use them to 
decorate storage boxes

Get creative this holiday season and see 
what other zero-waste ideas you can come 
up with. You could even have a decorating 
party with friends to share ideas. Need more 
inspiration? Find even more waste reduction 
tips at www.epa.gov and www.use-less-stuff.
com.

Sara McCabe is the Recycle Support As-
sistant with Seattle Housing Authority and 
can be reached at smccabe@seattlehousing.
org or 206-786-3712

Recycle
continued from front page

The Seattle Housing Authority was 
recently involved in negotiations that suc-
cessfully settled lawsuits resulting from 
faulty hydronic water systems installed 
in both rental units and private homes at 
NewHolly. 

The settlements involved several par-
ties and resolved claims from both the 
NewHolly Homeowners Association and 
the Seattle Housing Authority. The various 
parties and their insurers were able to come 

together to provide resources to make nec-
essary repairs. Seattle Housing Authority’s 
share of the settlement is $1.4 million.  
Seattle Housing has been involved in mak-
ing repairs to the water/heating systems in 
rental units for several years. Generally 
repairs are performed when tenants move 
out, unless leaks occur during occupancy, 
in which case the repairs are made in oc-
cupied units.

NewHolly lawsuits settled
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By Judi carter

Seattle Housing Authority

I am pleased to introduce Fitsum 
Abraha, the newest Assistant Prop-
erty Manager on the Yesler Management 
Team! He will be working with residents 
who live in units 460 through 690 and the 
Ritz Apartments.  Fitsum comes to Seattle 
Housing Authority as a former resident of 
Yesler Terrace and a longtime volunteer 
and staff person at the Yesler Community 
Center!  Many will remember him as the 
Master of Ceremonies at the past two Ju-
neteenth Celebrations.  When you are in 
the area, please come in and give a warm, 
Yesler Terrace welcome to Fitsum.

Safety priorities
At the Nov. 17 meeting of the Yesler 

Terrace Community Council, I asked 
participants to help me prioritize those 
things that must be done to keep the com-
munity safe and functioning until the time 
of redevelopment. This is what they told 
me, in order of importance:

1. Fix, replace and add security lights
2. Eliminate the mice and rats
3. (tie) Additional police security, un-

plug storm drains and trim trees

4. Repair and clean the gutters
There was a suggestion that Yesler 

have our own electrician so security 
lights and other electrical problems could 
be addressed sooner. There was also a 
suggestion that the sidewalks be cleaned 
more often. There was concern expressed 
about street lights being out as well, and 
it is my understanding that the council 
will be writing a letter to Seattle City 
Light about the street lights that are not 
functioning properly.  

I want to thank all who voiced their 
opinions at the meeting.  We will be work-
ing hard to try to accomplish the things 
that you told me are important. 

Safety tip of the month
December has the shortest number 

of day light hours of the year.  It is dark 
when the children go out to catch the 
school bus, and when they return it is 
twilight or dark.  Those of us who drive 
to work need to be watchful to keep the 
children safe.  Also, the children and 
those of us who take the bus to work or 
school or early appointments should wear 
light colored clothing and reflective strips 
on backpacks, etc., so that drivers can see 
us as we scurry to the bus stop.

Notes from the manager

on the project.
The book appeared in its first incarnation 

as the “Historical Dictionary of African 
American Theater” in December of 2008. It 
was reprinted in paperback as “The A to Z of 
African American Theater” in September.

Barnett and Hill met years ago, when the 
two worked on a 1965 production of Amiri 
Baraka’s “The Dutchman” at the University 
Unitarian Church in Seattle.

The two kept in touch over the years; they 
had previously discussed collaborating on 
other writing projects, including a history 
of Seattle theater.

Then in 2003, Scarecrow Press contracted 
with Hill to write a reference book on Afri-
can American Theater.

Too immense a project for one researcher, 
Hill asked Barnett if he would assist him.

Barnett reluctantly agreed.
“Originally it didn’t appeal to me, but then 

I decided to go ahead and do it,” he said.
The project consumed about four years. 

He described a typical workday: “Wake up 
in the morning, check your e-mail, and then 
it was work time.”

After hours of research online, phone calls 
and countless trips to libraries, poring over 
reference books, Barnett and Hill finished 
the book in 2007.

They followed certain guidelines in who 
and what would be included in the alphabeti-
cal reference guide — obviously, not every 
actor or playwright in the history of African 
American theater could receive billing in the 
624-page tome. But there were some difficult 
cuts. Vocalists Ethel Waters and Lena Horne, 
for instance, made numerous appearances 
on stage and screen, but were omitted from 
the final draft because they were primarily 
musicians.

“Some have even called me and tracked 
me down — ‘How come I’m not in the 
book?’” Barnett said.

The project evolved along the way — ini-
tially meant to include only theater, the col-
laborators felt compelled to include screen 
appearances as well. Barnett and Hill found 
that many prominent screen actors started 
in theater.

“So many actors got their start on the 
stage,” Barnett said. “(But) they want to be 
on the biggest stage possible, and that’s the 
silver screen.”

Barnett described a major shift that oc-
curred with the release of Melvin Van Pee-
bles’ independent film “Sweet Sweetback’s 

Badass Song.” A huge success on its own, the 
film helped give rise to the Hollywood “blax-
ploitation” era of the 1970s. While the genre 
today is largely cast in a negative light for 
reinforcing African American stereotypes, 
Barnett said it did serve a purpose in getting 
more black actors into Hollywood. 

Like so many other institutions in Ameri-
can life, film came with a color barrier. 
Ironically, films such as “Sweet Sweetback” 
helped tear it down, according to Barnett.

“They served the function of showing 
black actors could perform on the screen,” 
he said. “We’ve demonstrated we could play 
anything.”

Barnett’s own involvement in theater 
dates to 1961, when he had a small role in the 
local production of “A Raisin in the Sun.”

Some years later, he left his job with the 
post office to pursue a full-time career in 
theater. He founded the Black Arts/West 
theater in Seattle and in 1973 was company 
manager for a wildly successful touring 
production of “The River Niger” for the 
Negro Ensemble Company (NEC). The 
success of that production alone helped 
finance NEC operations for another decade, 
Barnett said.

During his career he was involved as 
an actor, director, producer and writer on 
40 productions with five different theater 
companies.

But his job opportunities began to dry up, 
and in the 1980s he returned to work at the 
post office, eventually retiring from there.

In reflecting on his own theater career, 
Barnett said he is satisfied with the success 
of Black Arts/West. But he is not without 
regret, encumbered as he was by some of 
the barriers of the time.

“Because I was black, I was not allowed 
the same freedom to explore and develop 
the whole canon of theatre, from whichever 
culture it sprang from,” Barnett wrote in 
an e-mail, shortly after our interview. “So I 
made a career exploring black theatre, where 
there were no constraints.”

He lists a few of the project that were 
his ambition: The Beggar’s Opera; The 
Zoo Story; J.B.; Mother Courage and Her 
Children; Brecht on Brecht; Julius Caesar; 
Hamlet.

The same barriers known by so many 
of the subjects in his book were known by 
Douglas as well.

 “I still have regret and some anger over 
being denied the same freedoms my white 
counterparts have historically enjoyed as 
privilege,” he wrote.

Theater
continued from front page

Thanksgiving luncheon at Yesler Terrace

PHoto By tyler rouSH

Seattle University nursing student Lexi Koch (left) serves to Suikilan Wen, a 
Yesler Terrace resident, at the ROSS Senior Thanksgiving Luncheon at the Yesler 
Community Center. The event was sponsored by Neighborhood House.

By tyler rouSH

The Voice editor

The CollinsWoerman design team unveiled an updated 
concept for the Yesler Terrace redevelopment at the Nov. 
12 meeting of the Yesler Terrace citizen review committee 
(CRC).

The concept identifies a number of characteristics for the 
preferred concept, among them:

• A proposed neighborhood core at the intersection of 
Yesler Way and Broadway, with the Yesler Community 
Center and a spacious neighborhood park as key features;

• The use of Yesler Way and Broadway as key arterials 
in the redevelopment;

• A center for retail located north of Yesler Way;
• Office space located along I-5 as a buffer to the freeway 

and in the northwest corner near Harborview.
Yesler resident Fatuma Isaq said she wasn’t happy with 

the new concept.
“It’s so different from the one they showed us before,” 

she said. She was also uncomfortable with the proposed 
density: “I’d like to see a nice neighborhood, but not one 
where it’s like living in downtown.”

Her daughter, Jamila Abdi, 13, said she’d like to see a 
dedicated teen space that can also create job opportunities 
for youth. She also wanted to see drug and alcohol use pre-
vention and self-defense classes offered in a redeveloped 
neighborhood.

Speaking through an interpreter, Huyen Nguyen said she 
wanted to ensure she’d have a home to return to after the 
redevelopment was completed.

“I want to see a new beautiful house,” she said.
One of the next steps for the project will be to conduct 

the environmental impact study (EIS). The site alterna-
tives to be examined in the study will be published in Jan. 
2010. The public will then have 45 days to comment on 

the alternatives.
For more information on the CRC, go to www.seattle-

housing.org and click “Yesler Terrace.” The CRC will not 
meet in December.

PHoto By tyler rouSH

Steve Schlenker (left) of CollinsWoerman points out one 
of the features of the current redesign concept for Yesler 
Terrace to Habte Desta (center) and Sonja Richter.

New Yesler concept presented to CRC
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Make your home safe during winter 
weather
በክረምት ጊዜ ቤትዎን ካደጋ ይጠብቁ 

የኪንግ ካውንቲ የቤቶች አስተዳደር በዚህ 
ክረምት በቤትዎ ውስጥ ሙቀት እንዲኖረ 
ይፈልጋል፡፡  ነገር ግን በተጨማሪ 
ለራስዎ አስፈላጊውን ጥንቃቄ ማድረግ 
ይኖርብዎታል፡፡

የእሳት አደጋ የሚያስነሱ ነገሮችን ማራቅ

የቤቶችዎን ሶኬቶች በየክፍሉ በሚቀመጡ 
ሂተሮች (ማሞቂያ) በመሰካት ብዙ ሃይል 
አይጠቀሙ፡፡  አስፈላጊ ኃይል ሊሲጡ የሚችሉ 
ተጨማሪ (አዳብተር ) ገዝተው ይጠቀሙ፡ 
በየቦታው የሚቀመጡ የኤሌክትሪክ ሂተሮችን 
ከውሃ፣ ከቀለም፣ ሊቀጣጠሉ ከሚችሉ 
ፈሳሾች፣ ቢቻል ከሶስት ፊት ርቀት ከአልጋ፣ 
ከመጋረጃ፣ እንዲሁም እሳት ከሚያስነሱ 
ማራቅ፡፡                የአሌክትሪክ ሂተሩን 
ሲተኙ ወይም ርቀው ሲሄዱ በማንኛውም 
አይተውት፡፡ የተቃጠለ  አየር ከመፍጠሩም 
አልፎ እሳትም ያስነሳል፡፡ ጋርቤጅዎን 
ከማሞቂያው አጠገው አይተውት፡፡ የሚበራ 
ሻማ፣ ከመስኮት ዶፍ ላይ ወይም በጨርቅ 

በተሸፈኑ መቀመጫዎች ላይ በጭራሽ 
እንዳያስቀምጡ ሁልጊዜ  ትክክለኛ የሻማ 
መያዣ ይጠቀሙ፡፡

ኤሌክትሪክ ሲጠፋ የሚወሰድ ጥንቃቄ    
በአካባቢዎ ለመንቀሳቀስ ሲፈልጉ ባትሪ 
ይጠቀሙ፡፡ 

ሻማ ይዘው እንዳሄዱ ምክንያቱም አደጋ 
ሊያመጣ ይችላል፡፡                 ኤሌክትሪክ 
ከመጥፋቱ በፊት ይጠቀሙ የነበረውን 
መገልገያ ሁሉ ያጥፉት ምድጃዎንም ሳይቀር፡፡ 
አንድ አምፖል ብቻ አብርተው ይተውት 
ይህም መብራቱ ሲመጣ እንዲያውቁት፡፡ 

በቤትዎ ውስጥ ጄኔሬተር ወይም በጋዝ የሚሰራ 
ሂተር ወይም ግሪል አይጠቀሙ፡፡  እነዚህ 
በጣም አደገኛ የሆኑ ለሞት የሚያሰጋ የካርቦን 
ሞኖክሳይድ መርዝ ይፈጥራሉ፡፡   አንድ ሰው 
በዚህ የካርቦን ሞኖክሳይድ መመረዙን ካወቁ 
ቶሎ ብሎ ንፁህ አየር እንዲያገኝ ማረግ 
ከዛም በፍጥነት ወደ ሆስፒታል መውሰድ 
ያስፈልጋል፡፡          በጣም አስፈላጊ 
ካልሆነ ፍሪጅዎን አይክፈቱ በውስጡ ቶሎ 
የሚበላሹ ምግቦች ስለሚኖሩ ነው፡፡

Сделайте свой дом безопасным в 
зимнюю погоду

ЖУОК хочет, чтобы вам было 
тепло  этой  зимой ,  но  т акже 
важно, чтобы вы принимали меры 
предосторожности.

Избегайте  пожароопасных 
ситуаций

Не перегружайте домашнюю 
элект ро с еть  обогревателем . 
И с п о л ь з у й т е  уд л и н и т е л и , 
соответствующие напряжению 
сети.

И з бе г а й т е  и с п ол ь з о ва н и я 
обогревателей в местах, где они 
могут соприкоснуться с водой, 
красками, растворителями или 
воспламеняющимися жидкостями 
и располагайте обогреватели не 
менее чем в трёх футах от постелей, 
мебели ,  занаве сок  и  других 

возгорающихся предметов.
Н и к о г д а  н е  о с т а в л я й т е 

включенным обогреватель на время 
сна или отсутствия из дому. Это 
опасно пожаром и угоранием.

Н е  д е р ж и т е  м у с о р  в о з л е 
обогревательных  приборов . 
Никогда не оставляйте зажжённые 
свечи на подоконниках или на 
покрытой салфетками мебели. 
Всегда используйте подходящий 
подсвечник.

В  с л у ч а е  о т к л ю ч е н и я 
электричества

Освещайте свой путь фонариком. 
Не зажигайте свечи, так как они 
могут вызвать пожар. Выключите 
все электроприборы, которыми вы 
пользовались перед отключением 
электричества, не забудьте про 
электроплиту.  Оставьте один 

выключатель  во включённом 
положении,  чтобы вы могли 
увидеть, когда подача электричества 
возобновиться.

Не используйте генераторы 
или другие приборы на топливе, 
такие, как печки или грили внутри 
дома. Они могут стать причиной 
смертельного отравления угарным 
газом.

Если вы подозреваете,  что 
кто-то отравился угарным газом, 
немедленно переведите его на 
свежий воздух и позаботьтесь 
о  до ставке  по страдавшего  в 
госпиталь.

С т а р а й т е с ь  о т к р ы в а т ь 
холодильник только в случае 
крайней необходимости, чтобы 
предотвратить порчу продуктов 
внутри него.

Gurigaagu ahaado mid safe ah
SHA waxay rabtaa inaad hoy ka 

hesho qaboobaha nagu soo aadan, 
balse ay muhiim tahay inaad taxadar 
baan muujiso si aad naftaada u bad-
baadiso.

Iska Ilaali khatarta dabka.
Yaree isticmaalka  kulaylisada 

korantada ku shaqaysa, isticmaalna 
qaybiso leh koronto ku filan si ay u 
qaado amp.

Iska ilaali inaad isticmaasho ku-
layliyaha korontada meelaha ay biyo, 
rinji, solfentis ama dareere dabka 
qabsan og, saddex feetna ka fogee 
kulaylisada gogoshaada, kuraasta iyo 

waxyaabaha kale ee dabka u nugul. 
Waligaa kulayliso shidan ha uga 

tegin gurigaaga.   Waa Kaaroon mono-
oksiydh dabkana waa qabsataa.

 Qashinka ka fogee kululaysada 
guriga. Ha ka tagin shumac shidan 
daaqadda korkeeda ama alaabta gu-
riga ee maryo ku fidsan yihiin.Is-
ticmaal saxanka shumaca la saarto 
markasta..

Badbaadada koronto la’aanta
Isticmaal toosh si aad uga adeegato 

gurigaaga
Ha Isticmaalin shumac, waayo dab 

ayey dhalinyaan
Demi dhamaan nalalka iyo qalabka 

kale ee aad Isticmaalaysayba intaan 
korontadu tegin.

Hal nal ha kuu daarnaado si aad u 
ogaato marka korontadu imaato.

Ha Isticmaalin motor koronta ee gas 
ku shaqeeya sida kulayliso ama giriil 
gurigaaga gudihiisa. Waxay keeni 
karaan sun (carbon Monoxide). Had-
dii aad ka shakido in qof sumoobay 
(suntan carbon monoxide), si deg-deg 
ah ugu gudbi meel hawo fiican leh, 
hubsana in isbitaalka la geeyo.

 Isku day inaadan furin tallaaagada 
haddaysan baahi weyn kuu hayn si 
aysan cuntada kaaga halaabin.

LÀM CHO CĂN NHÀ BẠN AN 
TÒAN TRONG MÙA ĐÔNG

Cơ quan Cấp Phát Gia Cư –SHA muốn 
cho bạn được ấm áp trong mùa đông này, 
nhưng điều quan trọng là bạn nên cẩn thận 
để tự bảo vệ cho mình

Hãy tránh nguy cơ bị cháy nhà
Đừng làm ổ điện bị quá tải khi dùng 

máy sưởi lọai xách tay. Hãy dùng lọai 
dây dẫn điện cần thiết có đủ tiêu chuẩn 
tải điện cao thế.

Hãy tránh dùng máy suởi xách tay ở 
các chỗ có nước, sơn , hay các hóa chất 
dễ cháy, và hãy để máy sưởi cách xa độ 3 

bộ tây từ giường ngủ, bàn ghế, màn cữa 
hay các vật dễ cháy khác.

Đừng bao giờ để máy sưởi họat động 
lúc bạn ngủ hay lúc bạn không có ở nơi 
đó. Đây là nguy cơ dễ bị nhiễm độc chất 
than khí, và nguy cơ bị cháy nhà.

Đừng để máy sưởi gần nơi có rác rến
Đừng để đèn nến đang cháy nơi gần 

màn cửa hay trên các bàn ghế bọc vải. Hãy 
luôn để đèn nến lên các giá đựng.

An Tòan Lúc Bị Cúp Điện
Hãy dùng đèn bấm để di chuyển
Đừng dùng đèn nến vì dễ gây cháy 

nhà

Hãy tắt đi các dụng cụ xài điện mà mình 
đang xài trước khi bị cúp điện kể cả bếp 
lò, chỉ cần chừa lại một ngọn đèn thôi, để 
khi có điện lại, mình sẻ biết ngay

Đừng dùng máy phát điện hay các lọai 
máy sưởi chạy dầu bên trong nhà mình, 
đó là những thứ có thể gây ra nhiểm độc 
chất thán khí chết người

Nếu qúi vị nghi ngờ một người bị nhiểm 
độc chất thán khí, lập tức dời họ đến nơi có 
thóang khí và đưa họ đến bịnh viện.

Cố gắng tránh mở tủ lạnh (lúc bị cúp 
điện) trừ lúc cần thiết, như thế để giữ cho 
đồ ăn trong tủ lạnh kéo dài lâu.

ኣብ ግዜ ከረምቲ ናይ ቤትኩም 
ድሕነት ተኸታተሉ።

ኪንግ ካዉንቲ ሃዉሲንግ ኣዉቶሪቲ 
ኣብ ግዜ ከረምቲ ኣኣብ ዉሽጢ ቤትኩም 
ክትሞሙቑ ድልየቱ እዩ። ኮይኑ 
ግን  ዽሕነትኩም ንምሕላው ጥንቃቔ 
ንኽትገብሩ ድማ ይላቦ።

ካብ ሓደጋ  ሓዊ ዘኸትሉ ነገራ 
ተጠንቀቑ።

ብኤልክትሪክ ዝሰርሕ ነገራት ብሓደ 
ግዜ ኩሎም ኣይትጠቕምሎም ክም ናይ 
ግዛ ምውዓዬ።እቲ እትጥቀሙሉ ናይ 
ኤልክትሪክ ኤክስተንሽን ኮርድ ምስቲ ና 
ቤትኩም ኤለክትሪክ ዝሰማማዕ ኽኸዉን 
ይግባእ።

ስፕይስ ሂተርስ ተንቀሳቃሲ ሂተር 
ኣይትጠቐሙ ምስ ካልእ ነግራት  
ክትንክፍ የብሉን ከም ማይ ቦያ  
መተሓዋወሲኡን ነዳዳዲ ዝፈስስ ሓደ 
ሰለስተ ፊት ኣርሕቆ ካብ ዓራት ኮበርታ 
መጋረJኣታት እቕሑ ገዛ ሓዊ ከቃጸሉ 
ዝኽእሉ ነገራትን።

ጉሓፍ ኣኣብ ጥቃ ሄትር ኣይተቕርብ።
ዝተወልዔ ሽምዓ ኣብ ልዕሊ ናይ ቤት 

ኣቕሁን እጫርቕ ምሳኹትን ኣይተቐምጥ 
መቐመጢ ሽምዓ ተጠቐም።

ኤልክትሪክ ኣብ ዘቃርጸሉ ግዜ 
እትገብሮ ድሕነት።

 ኣብ እትኸዶ ንኽትፈልጥ ላምፓዲና 
ተጠቐም

ሽምዓ ኣይትጠቀም ባርዕ ሓዊ ከከትል 
ስለዝኽእል

ብኤልክትሪክ ዝስርሕ ክትጥቀመሉ 
ዝጸናሕካ ምስተጠቅምካ ኣዉጽኣዮ 
ኣጥፍኣዮ(ኦቨን) ነቲ ገመድ

ሓንቲ ኣምፑል  ሓባሪት ወሊዕካ ጥራይ 
ተጸበ ኤልክትሪክ ክሳብ ዝምለስ

ኣብ ዉሽጢ ቤት ጀነረትር ካልእ ብጋዝ 
ነዳዲ ዝሰርሕን ናይ ባርብኩ ኣይጠቐም

ካርቦን ሞኖክሳይድ ምስማም ክስዕቡ 
ዝኽእሉ

ካርቦ ሞኖክሳይ ተሰሚሙ ኢልካ 
ምስትጥርጥር ኣብ ጥዑይ ኣየር ዝነፍሰሉ 
ቦታ ኣቕርቦም ንሆስፒታል ድማ 
ትወስዶም

ፍሪጅ ኣድላዬ ምስኮነ ጥራይ ትኸፍቶ 
መታን እቲ ኣብ ዉሽጢ ዘሎ መግቢ 
ከይበላሾ።
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