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a shorter Voice

The December 2010 issue of The 
Voice features a four-page front sec-
tion. It will return to its standard length 
of eight pages next month.

By Lynn Sereda

Housing Choice Voucher holder

Labor leaders, housing advocates and 
community members gathered to recognize 
local community organizing campaigns at 
the annual Puget Sound Sage (Growing 
Communities Where all Families Thrive) 
Vision for Justice Dinner.  

The theme of this year’s dinner was 
Redefining Sustainability, and three or-
ganizing efforts were chosen to receive 
awards.  

The three awardees were Ecofab, the 
first local private contractor to sign an 
agreement with the Laborer’s Union to 
provide entry-level career track green jobs; 
Casa Latina’s Worker Defense Committee, 
which recouped $95,000 in unpaid wages 
for day workers; and the Bus 42 Campaign, 
which was led by the Asian Counseling 
and Referral Services (ACRS), Interna-
tional District Community Health Services 
(ICHS), the Filipino Community Center, 
and Legacy of Equality, Leadership and 
Organizing (LELO).

The Bus 42 Campaign and Metro bus 
issues have been previously reported in The 
Voice.  Last year, when light rail opened, 
Metro proposed eliminating the Bus 42 
line, which low-income riders heavily de-
pend on for getting to work and shopping 
centers, and to crucial social services. 

Interest in the route is strong — over 
300 people attended a town hall meeting 
last year demanding full restoration of 
this bus.  

While Metro ultimately restored very 
limited service on a shortened #42 line, bus 
riders and their activists are still organizing 
around transit disparities. Marc Ahrens, a 
driver on the #42 bus line, said that when 
there is only one bus trip per hour, “that is 
not serving the community.”

The event also served to highlight the 
organizing efforts around transit issues 
during the Civil Rights era in Seattle.

Maid Adams, who was a member of the 
Congress of Racial Equality (CORE) in the 
1960’s, was recognized for her efforts to 
get a “Crosstown Bus” through the Central 
District and what is now MLK Way.  

Adams spoke of how the past campaign 
to get a bus line through the heart of the 
African-American community used the 

tactics of identifying problems through 
intensive research, attempting to negoti-
ate solutions, and direct action such as 
demonstrations.  

This form of organizing was directly 
inspired by Civil Rights-era organizing 
in the Deep South. Because of the work 
of CORE, the #48 bus was created, bring-
ing better service and opportunities to the 
communities of color. A book is now being 
written on the history of the Seattle chapter 
of CORE.

Access to opportunities for low-income 
communities of color was also the theme of 
the keynote speaker, Richard Marcantonio 
of Public Advocates, who is a leading na-
tional public interest attorney based in the 
Bay Area of California.  

Marcantonio spoke of how transit func-
tions like an escalator in disadvantaged 
communities.  By getting on this escalator, 
one can be lifted to places of opportunity, 
like college and better-paying jobs. Like-
wise, when transit service is cut back in 
poor communities, access to these oppor-
tunities becomes much more difficult.

Marcantonio said that to pursue tran-
sit justice, one only need to “follow the 
money.” He was part of several successful 
lawsuits that challenged the allocation of 
funding for rail projects, which came at 
the same time as bus service was being cut 
back in West Oakland.  

Recently, Marcantonio’s group chal-
lenged stimulus funds being used to fund 
a tram project linking the Bay Area Rapid 
Transit (BART) with the airport.  A bus 
already providing service at $3/ride would 
be eliminated by the $6/ride tram.  

Because the additional fare would be a 
hardship on low-income workers who rely 
on transit to get to their jobs at the airport, 
Public Advocates filed a lawsuit citing civil 
rights violations. The suit was successful 
in freezing $70 million dollars in federal 
stimulus funds until an equitable transpor-
tation solution is reached.  

Both transit drivers and bus riders might 
be inspired by both the rich history of 
transit organizing seen in efforts such as 
the Crosstown Bus Campaign of 1966, and 
by the exciting new organizing occurring 
in places like Oakland — legacies of the 
Civil Rights Act.

Puget Sound Sage’s ‘Vision for Justice 
Dinner’ celebrates past and present

Holiday resources in your neighborhood

Photo By LiSa Wood

Myrtle Greenwood (center) gets a plate of food during the Yesler Terrace Senior 
Holiday Luncheon Nov. 19. For a list of holiday resources in their area, Seattle 
Housing Authority readers may turn to the related story on Page 1 of SHA News. 
KCHA readers may turn to the related story on Page 1 of KCHA News.

add some sparkle to your holiday 
with metro lights tour

Want to check out some sparkle? 0n 
Saturday, Dec. 11 the Metro Employee’s 
Historic Vehicle Association has a three-
hour  Santa’s Lights Tour using historic 
trolley and motorbuses to tour some of 
the city’s flashiest and most flamboyant 
neighborhood displays. 

Santa Claus stops by, and caroling 
often occurs. Fare is $5 (no passes or 
transfers), with children 5 and under free. 
Buses depart from Second Avenue South 
and South Main Street (one block north 
of South Jackson) in Pioneer Square at 
6:30 p.m. 

Be on time — trips do sell out. Return-
ing buses will stop downtown for easy 

connections to regular Metro service. 
Busses are historic, and access may 

be limited — call 2060-684-1816 for 
details.

Need still more glitter? 
Decorated, choir-carrying boats from 

the Christmas Ship f leet visit parks 
around Puget Sound, Lake Washington 
and Lake Union every evening through 
Dec. 23. Seattle Parks Community Cen-
ters often furnish hot drinks, cookies 
and a bonfire. It is free and fun. (Not so 
much fun in the cold and rain — check 
weather forecasts!) 

Call Argosy Cruises at 206-622-8687 
for stops near you. Access varies from 
park to park.   
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Write your ad here (one word per line)

Do you have a couch or other item you want to sell? Take advantage of the free person-to-
person classified advertising  in The Voice by filling out your 24-word ad below. Remember, 
write only one word per line and don’t forget to include your telephone number in your ad! 
Mail your ad before the 18th of the month and it will be included in the next month’s is-
sue.

mail to: PPC, PO Box 80156, Seattle, WA 98108 fax: 206-461-1285
e-mail: classmgr@nwlink.com w/subject line “The Voice”

Name _______________________________ address _____________________________

city _______________________________ state __________________ Zip ___________

Telephone ______________________ e-mail ____________________________________

check the classification: ❑ items for sale  ❑ autos for sale  

❑ items wanted  ❑ services  

• College Transfer (206) 768-6600

• Professional/Technical (206) 764-5394

• Adult Basic Education/ESL/GED (206) 764-5363

• High School Programs (206) 764-5805

• Continuing Education (206) 764-5339

• Online/Distance Learning (206) 764-7930

• Four-Year Degrees (206) 764-5387

South Seattle Community College, 6000 16th Ave SW, Seattle, WA 98106 • (206) 764-5300 • www.southseattle.edu
NewHolly Learning Center, 7058 32nd Ave S, 2nd Floor of NewHolly Learners Bldg., Seattle, WA 98118 • (206) 768-6642

…start here, go anywhere!

To place 
your ad in

The 
Voice

contact
classmgr@
nwlink.com

today!

The Seattle
Housing Authority (SHA)
anticipates issuing a Request
for Proposals (RFP) in early

October for Outreach,
Interpretation and Translation
services for East African and

Southeast Asian Limited-
Speaking Housing Residents

of SHA. For details and 
information, please check
SHA’s website at http: //

seattlehousing.org/business/
consulting/requests/
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snáisuxkarebIbrT,aneBlrdUvRtCak;
eBlrdUvRtCak;EdlmanPaBBi)aky:agxøaMgenAsIuGaffulehIymanFøak;TwkkkeRcIneTotpgenaH 
vasrHsMxan;Nas;Edl
GñkebIkbrT,anRtUvrMlwkenATicnicPaBsnáisuxénkarebIkbrT,an.  
RksYgyanCMniHénrdæva:sIugtun)anerobcMBrmansnáisux
ebIkbrT,anenAtamGIufNit www.wsdot.wa.gov/winter.  enAeBlrdUvRtCak;
RtUvpál;eBlevlaebIkbrT,aneRcInCag
FmtasMrab;dl;eKaledA.  karebIkbrT,anelOnenAsPaBrGilenaHGaceGaymaneRKaHfñak;dl;CIvit.  
enAeBlEdl
ebIkbrenArdUvRtCak; kMuebIkelOneBk bnßyel,Ón Can;RhVaMgyIt²nigbt;yIt²pgEdr.
RtUvrkSakBa¢k;T,aneGay)an
c,as;l¥RKb;eBlevla.  sUmkMueRbITwkekþAeTAelIkBa¢k;T,anenaHeGayesaH.
TwkekþAxøaMgeBkGaceFVIeGaykBa©k;T,an
eRbHRsaM)an.  enAeBlEdlebIkbrT,anRtUvebIkePøIghVaeTaHbICaeBléf¶k×edayEdr 
ehIykMuePøcbitePøIgpgenAeBlct. 
karbBaÄb;el,ÓnBIcm¶ayGackat;bnßyeRKaHfñak;enAsPaBrGilb¤eBlFøak;Twkkk.
TukcenøaHeGay)anRKb;RKan;rvag 
T,anelakGñknigT,anxagmux sUmRtUvcaMfaT,anFMRtUvcMNayeBlevlayU:EdrTMraMQb;)an.
RtUvbnßyel,ÓnenAeBlCit
dl;pøÚvbt; pøÚvekag nig elIs<an.  ebIsinelakGñkCab;enAtampøÚveBlFøak;TWkkk
tRmg;kg;eGayRtg;ehIyCan;el,Ón
yI².  dak;dIxSac;enAeRkamkg;T,anedIm,Ikat;bnßyPaBrGil.  
ebIsinCaT,anelakGñkmanRbdab;mineGayRhVaMgCab; 
sUmCan;vaeGayxøaMgedIm,IbBa¢ak;faRhVaMgenaHeFVIclnaRbRktI. 

Safe winter driving
Безопасность вождения зимой
По прогнозу эта зима в Сиэтле и 

округе Кинг ожидает быть суровой 
и снежной, поэтому очень важно для 
водителей освежить свои навыки 
безопасного вождения зимой.

О т д е л  т р а н с п о р т а  ш т а т а 
Вашинг тон имеет инструкции 
о безопасном зимнем вождении 
онлайн www.wsdot.wa.gov/winter. При 
вождении зимой предусматривайте 
дополнительное время на дорогу. 
При плохой погоде слишком быстрая 
езда может привести к аварии.

В зимних условиях все ваши 
манёвры должны быть замедленны 
– медленно набирайте скорость, 
медленно тормозите, медленно 
п о в о р а ч и в а й т е  и  с к о р о с т ь 
поменьше.

С л е д и т е ,  ч т о б ы  в е т р о в о е 
стекло всегда было чистым. НЕ 
ИСПОЛЬЗУЙТЕ горячую воду для 
разморозки ветрового стекла – при 
быстром размораживании стекло 
может лопнуть.

Включайте фары даже днём и 
не забывайте их выключать, когда 

запаркуетесь.
Не используйте автоматическую 

систему скорости (cruise control).
Т о р м о з н о е  р а с с т о я н и е 

у в е л и ч и в а е т с я  п р и  с н е г е  и 
обледенении. Держитесь на большей 
дистанции от переднего автомобиля 
и помните о том, что большим 
машинам нужно больше времени 
на торможение. Снижайте скорость 
при приближении к перекрёсткам, 
мостам, склонам и к затемнённым 
ме с т а м ,  ко т орые  мог у т  бы т ь 
обледенелыми.

Е с л и  в ы  з а с т р я л и  в  с н е г у, 
выпрямите колёса и нажимайте на 
акселератор медленно. Насыпьте под 
ведущие колёса песок или состав, 
который используется для кошачьего 
туалета, чтобы улучшить сцепление. 
Не давайте колёсам буксовать.

Если ваша машина снабжена 
противозажимными тормозами, 
нажимайте на тормоз медленно 
и легко, чтобы убедиться, что 
п ротивозаж имное уст ройство 
хорошо работает. 

Safe winter driving
በከረምቱ ተጠንቅቀው ይንዱ
በዚህ ክረምት ሃይለኛ ዝናብና በረዶ በሲያትልና 

ኪንግ ካውንቲ ይኖራል ተብሎ ይገመታል፡፡ ስለሆነም 
ሾፌሮች የሆኑ ሁሉ ስለክረምቱ የመኪና  አነዳድና 
ስለመንገዶች ጥንቃቄ ሃሳቦች መውሰዱ ጥሩ ነው፡።
የዋሽንግተን ስቴት የትራንስፖርቴሽን ክፍል 

በኢንተርነት ስለክረምቱ የአንዳንድ ጥንቃቄ በ www.
wsdot.wa.gov/አውጥቷል፡  
በክረምቱ  ወደሚፈልጉበት ቦታ ለመሄድ ከፈለጉ 

ቀደም ብለው ይነሱ፡፡ በዚህ ዓይነት እያሉ መንገድ 
በፍጥነት መንዳት ለአደጋ ተጨማሪ ምክንያት ነው፡፡
በክረምቱ ወራት መኪና ሲነዱ እንቅስቃሴዎን ረጋ 

ማለት ጥሩ ነው- ፍጥነት መጨመርን  መቀነስ፣ 
ፍሬን መያዝንና፣ መሪ ማዟዟርና መቀነስ 
መስታወትዎን ምን ግዜም ንጹህ ማድረግ፡፡ በረዶ 

ለማስለቀቅ የሞቀ ውኃ አይጠቀሙ፡፡ በተደጋጋሚ 
የሞቀ ውኃ መጠቀም መስታውቱን ሊሰብረው 
ይችላል፡፡
የዋናውን የፊት መብራት በቀንም ጊዜ ቢሆን 

ያብሩት፡፡ ከመኪና ሲወርዱ ግን መብራቱን ያጥፉት፡፡
የመኪናውን ክሩዝ መቆጣጠሪያ አይጠቀሙ፡።
መኪናዎትን በየቦታው ሲያቆሙ አራራቅዎ 

በበረዶና በቅዝቃዜ ጊዜ ይጨምራል፡። በተቻለ 
መጠን በርስዎና ከመኪናዎ ፊት ከሚገኘው ተጨማሪ 
ርቀት ያድርጉ፡፡ ያስታውሱ ትላልቅ የጭነት መኪኖች 
መኪናውን ለማቆም ተጨማሪ ቦታ ይወስዳሉ፡፡
በተቻለ መጠን መስቀለኛ መንገድ ሲደርሱ፤ 

ድልድይ፤ ከትልቅ መንገድ ሲወጡና በደምብ 
ከማያሳዩ ቦታ ሲደርሱ ፍጥነት ይቀንሱ፡፡
በበረዶ ከተያዙ መሪውን ቀጥ አድርገው ፍጥነቱን 

ቀስ ብለው ይጨምሩ፡፡ አሸዋ ወይም ወፈር ያለ 
ሸካራ ነገሮችን ከመኪናዎ ጎማ ስር በማድረግ 
መኪናዎ ሊንቀሳቀስ የሚችልበትን ሁኔታ ይፍጠሩ፡፡ 
የመኪናዎ ጎማ እንዲሽከረከር አያድርጉ፡
መኪናዎ አንታይ ብሬክ ላክ ካለው በተቻለ መጠን 

በተደጋጋሚ የብሪኩ ፔዳል መስራት አለመስራቱን 
ለማወቅ በደምብ ይረገጡት፡፡

No Tigrigna translation
Due to a software problem, The Voice is unable to 

provide a Tigrigna translation this month.

HÃY LÁI XE AN TOÀN TRONG MÙA 
ĐÔNG

Với mùa đông khắc nghiệt và dự đóan sẻ 
có nhiều tuyết cho vùng Seattle và quận King 
trong mùa đông này, điều quan trọng cho người 
lái xe là sự nhắc nhớ cho mình về phương cách 
lái xe cho an toàn.

Nha Lộ Vận của tiểu bang Washington vẫn 
có trên trang mạng những hướng dẫn về lái xe 
an toàn trong mùa đông ở trang www.wsdot.
wa.gov/winter

Trong mùa đông, hãy dành thêm thời gian để 
lái xe đến nơi mình muốn đến. Lái nhanh trong 
điều kiện khắc nghiệt có thể gây ra tai nạn.

Khi qúi vị lái xe trong mùa đông, hãy có 
những hoạt động hơi chậm lại, như đừng tăng 
tốc độ qúa nhanh, thắng chậm lại, quẹo chậm 
lại, và cho xe chạy chậm.

Hãy giữ cho kiếng xe luôn được nhìn rõ. 
Đừng dùng nước nóng để xả đá trên kiếng xe, 
nước nóng làm nứt kiếng.

Hãy mở đèn trong lúc lái xe , dù là ban ngày, 
nhớ tắt đèn xe lúc đậu lại.

Xin đừng xử dụng cruise control-giữ nguyên 
tốc độ.

Hãy tạo khoản cách xa khi lái xe lúc đường 
có tuyết hay lúc bị đóng băng. Hãy giữ khoảng 
cách xa xe phiá trước, và nên nhớ xe tải lớn cần 
khoảng cách càng xa hơn nữa khi cần phải dừng 
lại khi đường xá đang trong mùa đông.

Hãy chạy chậm lại lúc gần đến các ngã tư, lên 
cầu, lúc rời xa lộ và những nơi mặt đường có 
đốm bóng láng – nghi ngờ có tuyết đóng.

Nếu qúi vị bị mắc lầy khi trời tuyết, hãy giữ 
tay lái cho thẳng và đạp ga từ từ. Hãy rải cát 
hoặc bột khử phân mèo vào bên dưới bánh xe 
để gia tăng độ bám cho bánh xe. Đừng để cho 
bánh xe bị quay. 

Nếu xe qúi vị trang bị hệ thống thắng chống 
trợt, thì lúc đạp thắng hãy ghìm chắc , vì áp 
suất liên tục vào hệ thống thắng sẻ cho hiệu 
quả tốt.

Taaxadar xiligaa qabobaxa siidi baburka 
lawadayoo 

Haduu barakuu daaoo wahay noqonesa 
dibatoo iin baburaka lawadoo Seattle iyo 
king countiga/

Wizarada transboteisha iyo jiidaha  
waxaigeliye combutarka siidi taxadarka 
wintarka  www.wsdot.gov/winter

Xiliga wintaraka waxalagaraba iin waqati 
fiiqan isisidi oo kugaritidi meshausoqotod, 
baburaka hogaa laguwado waqtiga barafka 
uhuu kena shirara  badhan.

Hadii awadid babur  sii tartib uu wad 
adoo taxadarayo 

Marakasta murayada baburka inu nidhafu 
noqdo iyo nalka baburka shido malinta iyo 

habenka anhilmamini maraca baburka ba-
kin digitin nalka demii 

Xadii baburka barafu galoo xaa islamalin  
bazinka iyo burega sitartib ugooy starinka 

Haistamali cruise controlka 
Meel foog kaisitaaga kaistaga baburaha 

kalee baburaka tartib uwaad boos fiican sii 
baburak  kalee 

Xadii  baburka barafu kagalo starinka 
tartib ugooyo iyo iskailali  bazinka, waxaa 
digtaa iidaa iyo alwaxa  sii baburka barafka 
kabaxo 

Fadhalani islailaliya barafuka wa sheii 
qatara iyo dibato hadii laiskailanin halaada 
jooga wintraka 



The mission of the Seattle Housing Authority is to enhance 
the Seattle community by creating and sustaining decent, 
safe and affordable living environments that foster stability 
and self-sufficiency for people with low incomes.

YeSler gATHerS for luncHeon
See Page 7
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By Seattle HouSing autHority Staff

Seattle Housing Authority has submit-
ted a grant application to the U. S. Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban Development 
seeking nearly $24 million to spark the 
transformation of the Yesler Terrace 
neighborhood through comprehensive 
education and employment programs, 
housing opportunities and support for 
economic development.

“The Choice Neighborhoods program 
focuses on improving the lives of the 
people in the neighborhood, not just the 
housing,” said Seattle Housing Author-
ity Development Director Stephanie Van 
Dyke. 

While the complete transformation 
will take at least 15 years, the Choice 
Neighborhoods grant would be used for 
Phase I. Initial redevelopment would be 
focused on a broad area including Yesler 
Terrace and extending east toward 14th 
Avenue and south toward Little Saigon. 

“This new program can capitalize on 
the assets and address the challenges that 
exist in this community,” said Executive 
Director Tom Tierney. “Even though the 
neighborhood bears the burden of dis-
tressed housing and infrastructure, there 
are social assets in place to fuel its trans-
formation. What’s needed is a financial 
spark to ignite it.” 

The new program is designed to spur 
neighborhood renewal by linking housing 
improvements with services, schools, 
public assets, transportation and access 
to jobs.  Specific improvements would 
include streetscape improvements along 
12th Avenue and support for small-scale 

Seattle Housing submits 
Choice Neighborhoods 
grant application 
requesting $23.9 million
Partners for neighborhood 
transformation to include Seattle 
university, Seattle Public Schools 
and Historic SeattleBy tyler rouSH

The Voice editor

The residents of Primeau Place are 
hoping to set an example that others will 
follow.

On a Wednesday morning last month, 
a half-dozen residents worked with rakes 
and brooms to gather leaves in front of the 
SSHP building. Organized by Bob Fuller, a 
backup resident manager at Primeau Place, 
the building is participating in the city of 
Seattle’s Adopt-a-Drain program. That 
means a lot of raking, sweeping and bagging 
— particularly after a heavy rain.

But the workload doesn’t faze any of the 
participants, who have been energized by a 
sense of community service.

“This is just an extension of what we do in 
the garden,” said Kit Bryant, also a member 
of the building’s garden club.

The building is in a picturesque residen-
tial area of Capitol Hill, with views down 
to the water.

“This is one of the most photographed 
streets in the city here, down to the water,” 
said Bryant, pointing to where Thomas 
declines toward Elliott Bay.  “I hope other 
neighborhoods pick it up.”

Fuller echoes the words of President John 
F. Kennedy in summing up the concept 
behind their service efforts.

“Ask not what your community can do 
for you; ask what you can do for your com-
munity,” said Fuller, echoing Kennedy’s 
1961 Inaugural Address.

Fuller even coined a term for the concept, 
which he has called “community-ism.” He 
espouses the virtues of community and civic 
involvement, qualities he learned in his 
youth in a small town in New Hampshire, 

Primeau Place residents ‘Adopt-a-Drain’
Volunteer effort 
is a testament to 
‘community-ism’

PHoto By tyler rouSH

Primeau Place residents (from left) Virginia Aken, Clara Eardley, Bob Fuller and Kit 
Bryant work in the garden in front of their building. The group recently joined with 
other residents to take responsibility for cleaning storm drains in front of the building.

a place where “if there was something on 
the street, you picked it up.

“And I think these other ladies are the 
same way,” Fuller said.

He just needed a project to put that con-
cept of community-ism to work.

While reading the newspaper, Fuller 
noticed an ad for the city’s Adopt-a-Drain 
program. He researched the program online 
in the building’s new computer lab (a recent 
addition to the building, brought about 
through the efforts of the computer lab com-
mittee, Fuller noted).

The more he learned about the program, 
the more he thought it might be a good fit 
for the building. Primeau Place has an ac-
tive garden club and a number of residents 
motivated to serve their community.

“I thought, ‘We could do this, it’d be a 
good example to the younger kids in the 
neighborhood,’” Fuller said.

Fuller recruited members of the garden 
club, including Bryant, Virginia Aken, Clara 
Eardley, Elvira Frenkel, Jean Rodriguez and 
Shirlee Seward. Sean McKenna, a mem-
ber of Seattle Housing Authority’s SSHP 
management staff, helped coordinate, and 
Carlton Stinson, a Seattle Public Utilities 
employee, provided rakes, brooms, collec-
tion bags and safety vests to aid the group’s 
clean-up efforts.

The group volunteers weekly to rake 
leaves and other fallen debris out of three 
storm drains at the corner of 14th and 
Thomas, in front of Primeau Place.

As a result of their efforts, the group was 
featured on the Election Day broadcast of 
KING-5 News Nov. 2. On perhaps the most 
important day for civic engagement each 
year, what better subject than to feature a 
group of citizens volunteering to help their 
community, Fuller said.

resident Action council elections 
to be held in January 2011

The Resident Action Council de-
termined at its Nov. 10 meeting that a 
special election to fill three spots on its 
executive committee will be postponed 
until January 2011.

The election had previously been 
scheduled for Dec. 15.

The positions of president, vice 
president and treasurer are currently 
being filled on an interim basis, and will 
be filled via a special election. Nomina-
tions for all three positions will remain 
open through December.

For more information, call 206-322-
1297 or e-mail jbwa2@yahoo.com.

Please see “grant” on Page 4

By liSa Wood

University House Resident 

With a lack of money to make our monthly 
budget, everyone needs to know where to go 
to find some help in this time of great need. 
There is a wonderful resource available to 
Washington State residents called 2-1-1. The 
King County 2-1-1 Community Resource 
Online (CRO) is one of the most up-to-date 
and comprehensive databases of health and 
human services in King County. 

Simply call 1-800-621-4636 or 206-461-
3200, or visit www.211kingcounty.org to 
learn about available resources for individu-
als and families in need.

If you find you need help putting together 
a holiday dinner, you can always go to a lo-
cal food bank. Here are some choices.

Northwest Harvest’s Cherry Street 
food Bank

Located at 711 Cherry Street, it is 
open Monday, Wednesday and Friday from 
9 a.m. – 5 p.m. for full service. Thursdays it 
is open from 9 a.m. – 5 p.m. for children un-
der 5 and their families. Call 206-625-0755. 
Accessible by Metro routes 3 and 4. 

Downtown Food Bank 
Located at 1531 Western Ave. Open to 

ages 55+ from 10 a.m. – 1 p.m. Tuesdays 
and for the general public from 10am – 1 
p.m. Thursdays. 

Call 206-626-6462. Accessible by Metro 
routes 2, 4, 7, 13, 14 and 36. 

Holiday resources are available in Seattle

Please see “resources” on Page 6
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About The voice

The Voice is a monthly newspaper published by Neighborhood House with  
financial support from Seattle Housing Authority and King County Housing Au-
thority. 

The Voice is developed and edited by Neighborhood House with help from SHA 
residents and staff. It strives to provide a forum for objective news and informa-
tion of interest to low-income people and those living in SHA communities.

The Voice welcomes articles, letters to the editor and columns from read-
ers. If you’d like to submit an article, or if you have a question about anything 
you’ve read in this publication, feel free to contact Editor Tyler Roush at 206-
461-8430, ext. 227 or by e-mail at tylerr@nhwa.org.

If you have questions about SHA-related stories, you may also contact SHA 
Communications Director Virginia Felton at 206-615-3506 or by e-mail at vfel-
ton@seattlehousing.org. 

You can also mail submissions to: The Voice, Neighborhood House, 905 
Spruce St. #200, Seattle, WA 98104. Please include your name and contact 
information on your submission. 

All submissions are subject to editing for accuracy, style and length.

By HigHline Community College

Highline Community College’s new 
College Attainment Program, in partner-
ship with local nonprofit Neighborhood 
House, helps low-income, English-as-a-
Second Language (ESL) students finish 
school and find work in the health care 
field. 

“This program provides an opportu-
nity for low-income students to achieve 
their long-term goals of obtaining higher 
education in the medical field, which will 
provide a livable wage for themselves and 
their families,” said College Attainment 
Program’s Education Navigator Cindy 
Holland. 

The program provides one-on-one aca-

demic support and job search assistance 
to students enrolled in one of the college’s 
eligible health care programs and living 
within Seattle city limits.  

Holland will be on campus three days 
a week in the Transition Referral & Re-
source Center to help students connect 
to financial aid opportunities, register 
for classes and find employment in their 
chosen health care field.  

Eligible health care programs include 
Medical Assistant, Medical Transcription-
ist, Respiratory Care, Polysomnographic 
Technology, Registered Nursing and Pa-
tient Account Specialist.

For more information about the College 
Attainment Program, call 206-422-4710 or 
e-mail cindyh@nhwa.org. 

Highline’s Transition Referral & Re-
source Center provides advising services 
to help upper-level ESL students transi-
tion to college-level courses. For more 
information, visit http://flightline.highline.
edu/transitioncenter.

Highline Community College 
helps low-income, ESL students 
enter health care field 
New College Attainment 
Program provides 
academic support and job 
search assistance

By laura gentry

Seattle Housing Authority

Thai Nguyen recently joined the Seattle Housing Au-
thority staff as a Communications Specialist. Her position 
was created as part of 
the Communities Put-
ting Prevention to Work 
grant. The $169,000, 
two-year grant was 
awarded by Publ ic 
Health – Seatt le & 
King County to Seattle 
Housing Authority to 
explore non-smoking 
policies for up to 6,500 
units of low-income 
housing.

“I’m excited to join 
the dynamic team at Se-
attle Housing Authority, 
where everyone takes 
pride in what they do 
because they are truly 
making a difference in 
the community,” Nguy-
en said of her new position at the agency.

Nguyen graduated from the University of Washington 
with a degree in Environmental Health. Through a fel-
lowship at John Hopkins University, Nguyen discovered a 

passion for public health.
“I always knew I wanted to make a difference in the 

world, but I didn’t quite know how,” Nguyen said.
Shortly after her fellowship, Nguyen began working as 

an Environmental Health Specialist at the Tacoma Pierce 
County Health Department. After two years in that posi-
tion, Nguyen continued her work in public health outreach 
by joining Public Health – Seattle & King County as their 
Public Health Educator. 

After over six years in public service for local health 
jurisdictions, Nguyen is excited to join the Seattle Housing 
Authority team for a variety of reasons.

“I was drawn to this position at Seattle Housing because 
it involved outreach and education, directly working with 
community members and engaging them in important health 
topics,” Nguyen said.

The position will draw on Nguyen’s strong communi-
cations skills and her experience creating and designing 
educational mass media campaign materials. In her two 
previous positions, Nguyen developed media campaigns for 
a variety of health issues including germ spreading, food 
handling and soil contamination. 

Nguyen hopes one of her first accomplishments in this 
new position will be surveying residents to gauge their feel-
ings on developing a smoke-free housing policy. But first, 
she wants to focus on getting to know the people that work 
and live in Seattle Housing Authority communities.

“I’m really looking forward to getting out into the actual 
communities, visiting various sites, and getting a flavor and 
feel of the staff and the residents,” Nguyen said.  

Thai Nguyen joins Seattle Housing Authority as 
Communications Specialist

PHoto By laura gentry

Thai Nguyen has joined the 
Seattle Housing Authority staff 
as a communications specialist 
exploring non-smoking policies 
for the agency.

community notes

Hepatitis B Foundation sponsors 
B Informed Now, a patient and 
community workshop on hepatitis B 
and liver cancer

The Hepatitis B Foundation (HBF), a 
national nonprofit research and disease 
advocacy organization, will sponsor its 
10th annual patient and community work-
shop on hepatitis B and liver cancer from 
9 a.m. – 1 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 4 at the 
Asian Counseling and Referral Services’ 
Community Hall, 3639 Martin Luther 
King Jr. Way S. in Seattle.

The event is in partnership with the 
Hepatitis B Coalition of Washington 
(HBCW), International Community 
Health Services (ICHS), and Seattle 
Public Schools.

The workshops are designed to reach 
out to individuals and families who are af-
fected by hepatitis B or who want to learn 
more about this preventable liver disease. 
Attendees will learn about the care and 
management of chronic hepatitis B and 
the importance of liver cancer screening 
and treatment, which is the most fatal 
outcome of hepatitis B. 

All sessions will be in English with 
Cantonese, Mandarin, and Vietnamese 

interpretation.  Free breakfast and lunch 
will be provided.  RSVPs required, please 
call 206-788-3687, or email kimn@with-
inreachwa.org. 

Don’t forget to register for the 
Dec. 10 SHARP training

SHARP, Seattle Housing Authority 
Residents Preparing, invites you and 
four to five of your neighbors to a spe-
cial training opportunity — a chance to 
participate in some of the same training 
that Seattle Housing Authority building 
managers have attended on fire safety and 
disaster preparedness.

The training will be held from 1 – 3 
p.m. Friday, Dec. 10 at the Seattle Emer-
gency Operations Center, 105 Fifth Ave. 
S. in downtown Seattle. Staff from the 
Seattle Fire Department and Seattle 
Office of Emergency Management will 
conduct the training.

To sign up, contact Cinda Lium at 
206-322-3291 or cindalu@ymail.com 
. Include the names, phone numbers, 
community name, address, e-mail ad-
dress, and any language or accommoda-
tion requests for all participants you are 
registering.

By Seattle HouSing autHority Staff

The Seattle Housing Authority Board 
of Commissioners passed the capital and 
operating budget for 2011 at its October 
meeting. The new budget is based on the 
staff’s best estimate of revenues available 
in 2011 and reflects the directions set forth 
in the 2011-2015 strategic Plan.

The budget totals $201.5 million, reflect-
ing $146.4 million in the operating budget, 
$860,000 in grant-funded activities and 
$54.2 million in capital projects.

The new budget is described as, “an am-
bitious agenda in a time of economic chal-
lenge.” The ongoing recession continues to 

present challenges both for the agency and 
the low-income residents who are hard hit 
by shrinking economic opportunities. 

Reductions in state and local services to 
low-income residents will also strain hous-
ing authority resources and put increasing 
pressure on existing residents to meet their 
obligations without assistance.

The outlook for federal support is also 
dim, as post-election predictions indicate a 
pull-back on resources for housing. 

“In spite of these challenges,” said 
Executive Director Tom Tierney, “our 
2011 budget will keep our commitment 
to housing low-income residents well into 
the future.”

New budget sets ambitious goals 
in spite of economic challenges

Seattle Housing one of 50 
agencies at Resource Fair

PHoto By CHeryl SaBin

Karmin Hallberg of Seattle Housing Authority 
attends a booth at the Bridging the Gap Resource 
Fair Oct. 16. The event was co-sponsored by the 
Seattle and King County housing authorities and the 
South County YWCA.
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By Sven KoeHler

Seattle Housing Authority

After months of preparation by the 
homeWorks team, the countdown clock 
until apartment remodels begin at Denny 
Terrace has finally ticked down. Soon after 
the turkey leftovers from Thanksgiving are 
gone, the first residents at Denny Terrace 
will be getting ready for construction in 
their apartments.

Since September, residents have become 
accustomed to ever-increasing construction 
activity in the building. Now that the plumb-
ing work on the water heaters in October has 
quieted down, the most noticeable action in 
November was the sound of demolition and 
concrete cutting in vacant apartments, as 
they are converted to become more wheel-
chair-accessible.  

In addition, residents have begun to take 
notice of the sample of new windows that 
were installed in a vacant apartment on the 
building’s north side.  This is the mock-up 
that the contractor, WG Clark, is using to 
perfect the installation process before begin-
ning work in occupied units.  

“It’s important for us to be comfortable 
that we’ve got all our ducks in a row before 
we start in people’s apartments,” explained 
site supervisor Murph Cruse.  

After viewing the windows and trying out 
the “tilt-turn” functions, several members 
of the Denny Terrace homeWorks Resident 
Advisory Group were impressed.  Several 
of them noted that the windows seem to shut 
out the road noise from Interstate 5, which 
runs a stone’s throw from the building. 

The windows proved to be easy to open 
and close, even for someone using a wheel-
chair. The ability to open the window in two 
different directions was also a hit.

The installation process for the windows 
takes about two weeks per apartment, and 
three or four apartments will be worked on 
at once.  A new group of apartments will 
begin their remodeling sequence every day, 
except for holidays.  

Before residents can enjoy their new 
windows, they will have to leave their apart-
ments for a week while the remodeling goes 
full-steam ahead. Residents are packing 

By tyler rouSH

The Voice editor

It is the kind of training that can save 
lives.

Last month, the American Red Cross 
held training events at five Seattle Housing 
Authority buildings. At Cal-Mor Circle, 
about a dozen residents learned first aid and 
CPR techniques, as well as how to recognize 
symptoms of heart attack and stroke, and 
how to rescue someone who is choking.

The Red Cross Get Ready trainings were 
carried out over two 90-minute sessions in 
two weeks at Cal-Mor Circle, Bell Tower, 
Capitol Park, Olive Ridge and Westwood 
Heights.

Marcia Ford, a resident of Cal-Mor 
Circle, attended both sessions at her build-
ing. She said it’s important for her to know 
how to provide care in the event of an 
emergency.

“If emergency aid is something I can 
do, I stay calm (during an emergency),” 
Ford said.

It’s something that Ford knows from first-
hand experience working as a shop steward 
for Boeing in the 1970s.

An accident left one of her co-workers 
with a significant injury to his hand. While 
another worker called 911, Ford applied 
compression on the victim’s hand.

“I had a job,” she said, explaining how 
she was able to stay calm while many co-
workers were growing faint.

As soon as the injured man was taken 

away in an ambulance, Ford said she com-
pletely lost her composure.

“I just fell apart,” she said. “They as-
signed somebody to go take me home.”

Still, it was her initial calm that enabled 
her to comfort her co-worker until an aid 
unit arrived.

Cal-Mor Circle resident Rod Helms said 
too many people won’t act in an emergency 
situation because they lack the basic first 
aid training.

“But if they have the training, they might 
be more motivated to jump in to help out, 
and save someone’s life,” he said.

Residents at Cal-Mor Circle gathered in 
the building’s community room to receive 
instruction. Sarah Rothman of the American 
Red Cross detailed the three-step emergency 
action process: Check, Call, Care.

Check the scene for possible hazards, 
call or assign a helper to call 911, and begin 
emergency care, she explained.

With a training dummy, she demonstrated 
CPR techniques, including “compression-
only” CPR, which entails a series of chest 
compressions but none of the “mouth-to-
mouth” breath exercises.

Though much of the training session 
focused on how to render aid, one section 
covered the legal issues that surround it.

Rothman explained Washington state’s 
“Good Samaritan” law, which protects a 
person who volunteers to offer emergency 
care from liability, provided that the care 

PHoto By tyler rouSH

Marcia Ford, of Cal-Mor Circle, practices compression-only CPR on a training dummy 
during an American Red Cross Get Ready event last month.

Red Cross gives residents 
the know-how to save lives

Residents prepare for apartment 
remodels at Denny Terrace

Please see “remodel” on Page 6

PHoto By Brent PalmaSon

To start with a blank slate during the conversion of regular apartments to special 
wheelchair accessible units at Denny Terrace as a part of homeWorks, workers ripped 
out all interior walls and plumbing. Eleven units are being completely redone to meet 
Uniform Federal Accessibility Standards (UFAS), with features that help accommodate 
wheelchair users and others with special mobility requirements, like wider entry doors, 
roll-in showers, wheelchair-compatible turning radius requirements, and optimized 
counter heights.

university House to host holiday 
bazaar and craft show

University House is hosting a holiday 
bazaar and craft show from 10 a.m. – 
4 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 11.

Residents will be showing and selling 
their wares at reasonable prices just in 
time for those last-minute holiday shop-
ping items on your list. The event is open 
to the public, and all are welcome.

University House is located at 4700 
12th Ave. N.E. 

Harvard court elections announced
The Harvard Court Resident Council 

will hold its elections from 5 – 7 p.m. Dec. 
17. A holiday party for residents will be 
held at the same time. Harvard Court resi-
dents should speak with members of the 
resident council for more information.

Get Ready trainings at five Seattle Housing 
Authority properties teach CPR and basic first aid

Please see “red cross” on Page 5
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By voiCe Staff

The High Point community has a new 
option for fresh produce, halal meats and 
other groceries, all within walking distance 
for many residents.

The High Point Mini Market opened its 
doors Nov. 8 with a grand-opening event. 
Community members were invited to visit 
the new market space at 3413 S.W. Graham 
St., near the corner of Graham and 35th 
Avenue Southwest.  The store’s regular busi-
ness hours will be 9 a.m. – 9 p.m. daily.

High Point has had a need for fresh 
produce and other groceries for quite some 
time, a fact that market manager Ubah Mo-
hamed is well aware of.

“I grew up in High Point, so I know this 
is useful,” she said.

The market sells halal meats, including 
goat, lamb, beef and chicken, as well as 
fresh fruits and vegetables. Dry goods such 
as cereal, pasta and rice, ethnic spices, and 
canned goods are also available.

“We have a little bit of almost every-
thing,” Mohamed said.

While the market is many months, if not 
years, in the making, Mohamed said the big-
gest challenge was simply finding the space 
to put it. The owners eventually worked out 
a deal with Han’s Auto, a neighboring busi-
ness, for the space near the corner of 35th 
and Graham. The location puts it within 

exercise classes offered at High 
Point center

Want to feel better, have more en-
ergy and perhaps even live longer? 

Look no further than old-fashioned 
exercise. Exercise decrease stress, 
helps manage your weight, fights 
diseases, boosts energy and helps you 
sleep better.

Be Active Together (BAT) of Neigh-
borhood House is providing free exer-
cise classes at High Point. All classes 
are held at the Neighborhood House 
High Point Center, 6400 Sylvan Way 
S.W.

Anyone can participate, and gifts are 
available for the most dedicated class 
members: 

• Attend 10 classes and you will 
receive a T-shirt. 

• Attend 30 classes and you will 
receive a hooded sweatshirt.

BAT is also organizing women/girls 
only swimming lessons at the South-
west Community Center pool.

The pool will be covered and suit-
able for all ability levels. BAT is re-
cruiting 32 participants.  

The fee is $15-20 (with BAT schol-
arship) for a series of ten 30-minute 
swim lessons.

Contact Denise Sharify (206-588-
4900, Ext. 608) or Asha Sheikh Ishmail 
(206-588-4900, Ext. 609) at Neighbor-
hood House for more information.    

Exercise class schedule (for all 
levels)

Workout with Willie — Wednesdays 
from 6 – 7:30 p.m. and Saturdays from 
10:30 – noon

Women-only Exercise — Fridays 
from 5:30 – 7 p.m.

Note: No classes held the last two 
weeks of December.

PHoto By tyler rouSH

A customer peruses items on the shelf at the High Point Mini Market, a grocery store 
that recently opened at 3413 S.W. Graham St.

PHoto By tyler rouSH

The High Point Mini Market sells fresh 
fruits and vegetables, as well as halal 
meats, dry goods, and some household 
goods.

Groceries at last! High Point 
Mini Market opens its doors

walking distance for many High Point 
residents — an ideal situation for both the 
business and its potential customers.

For more information, call the High Point 
Mini Market at 206-932-4003 or e-mail 
HighPointMiniMarket@gmail.com.

local retail.
Phase I activities would include new 

housing on the 12th and Yesler block, 
renovation of the Baldwin Apartments on 
14th Avenue, and renovation of the historic 
Washington Hall performing arts building. 
If funded, the grant would pay for demoli-
tion of 40 severely distressed public housing 
units, construction of 70 replacement units 
for extremely low-income residents and 
construction of an additional 124 low-in-
come and workforce housing units. 

An additional 18 housing units for ex-
tremely low-income residents would be 
gained through the rehabilitation of the 
Baldwin Apartments. In addition to the 
housing, the Choice Neighborhood program 
also focuses on improving the quality of the 
neighborhood and increasing opportunities 
for the people who live there. Education 

and economic opportunity are especially 
important for transformation.

The education component would ad-
dress the needs of school-age children and 
youth, from pre-school to college. The local 
elementary school, Bailey Gatzert, would 
benefit from engagement with both students 
and staff from nearby Seattle University, 
which has signed on to take the lead in 
improving education. 

Kent Koth directs Seattle University’s 
Center for Service and Community En-
gagement, and will manage the potential 
partnership. 

“We are looking forward to facilitating 
measurable positive change in the lives of 
youth living at Yesler Terrace,” he said. “The 
Choice Neighborhood partnership provides 
a means of bringing together an array of 
university resources and expertise to help 
children succeed and further our mission 
of service.”

The Seattle University Youth Initiative 

is uniting the university with the wider 
community in creating a pipeline of sup-
port for low-income youth and families 
in the neighborhood. In creating SUYI, 
Seattle University drew upon exemplary 
practices of community engagement and 
nationally-recognized models of neigh-
borhood development such as the Harlem 
Children’s Zone. About $3.6 million of 
the grant proceeds will fund education and 
employment programs.

The renovation of Washington Hall will 
allow it to continue to provide important 
cultural opportunities in the neighborhood. 
Originally built in 1908, it has anchored the 
social and cultural activities of the Yesler 
Neighborhood for more than 100 years. 
Seattle Housing Authority will work with 
Historic Seattle to direct about $3.6 million 
of the grant proceeds to the rehabilitation 
project.

Housing authority officials expect to hear 
the results of the grant process in 2011.

PHotoS CourteSy Seattle HouSing autHority

As part of Seattle Housing Authority’s Choice Neighborhood proposal, the Washington Hall performing arts building (above, left) and 
the Baldwin Apartments (right) would be renovated.

Grant
Continued from front page
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next community Kitchen 
coming up on Dec. 10

Residents of Rainier Vista are 
invited to the next Community 
Kitchen from noon – 2 p.m. Friday, 
Dec. 10 in the Paul Allen Room of 
the Neighborhood House Rainier 
Vista Center.

There is no cost to attend the 
community potluck meal.

Residents who attend are encour-
aged to prepare two or three cultural 
dishes to enjoy with the rest of the 
community.

The benefits of the community 
kitchen include making new friends, 
learning new recipes, improving 
your cooking skills and preparing 
healthy traditional foods.

By laura gentry

Seattle Housing Authority

Construction is complete on Tamarack 
Place, an 86-unit low-income apartment 
building located at Rainier Vista next to the 
Rainier Vista Boys & Girls Club. Residents 
began moving into the building in Novem-
ber, and a grand opening celebration is 
anticipated in mid-January. 

The four-story building, designed by 
Tonkin / Hoyne Architecture & Urban De-
sign, includes 83 low-income rental units 
ranging from one to three bedrooms. There 
are also three multi-story townhouse-style 

units in the back of the building, with views 
over the adjacent playfield. 

The first floor features commercial space 
for lease. Commercial leases are currently 
being signed by restaurants, an acupunctur-
ist and other small businesses. Announce-
ments of these business openings will be 
made soon.

Located on the east side of Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Way South, the building is within 
walking distance of existing bus lines and 
the new Columbia City Light Rail station, 
and close to schools, shopping and com-
munity centers.

The building boasts a number of green 

PHoto By reBeCCa Proudman

One of the newly finished Tamarack 
Place units shows the open floor-plan 
and energy-saving appliances featured in 
every unit.

Tamarack Place construction complete, 
grand opening planned for January

features. Residential units include water-
conserving plumbing fixtures, Energy Star 
appliances, high-efficiency lighting fixtures 
and Green Label Plus certified flooring. 
Each unit also has its own electricity meter 
(or sub-meter) to encourage individual 
household energy conservation.

One thing that sets Tamarack Place apart 
from much of Seattle Housing Authority’s 
housing is that it’s a mixed-use building 
with ground-floor commercial space. Seattle 
city zoning laws require a percentage of 
commercial space in newly-built residential 
developments for certain zones.

Leasing of Tamarack Place units will con-
tinue through the month of December, but 
the building is expected to be fully leased by 
mid-December. If you are interested in find-
ing out more information about leasing, call 
206-721-2980. Housing Choice (Section 8) 
voucher holders are welcome to apply.

 The construction of Tamarack Place was 
paid for by Seattle Housing funds, funds 
from the American Recovery and Reinvest-
ment Act and HOPE VI funds.

PHoto By reBeCCa Proudman

Three multi-story townhouse-style units are in the back of the building, with raised 
views over the adjacent playfield.

By tyler rouSH

The Voice editor

Come in, plug in and get online.
That was the goal of the Get Online, a 

City of Seattle event that spanned 10 com-
munity computer labs in Central and South-
east Seattle, including the Neighborhood 
House Technology at Rainier Vista.

“This is a great opportunity to get people 
to come into our center and get connected,” 
Rainier Vista Center Manager Kate Farmer 
said.

Though more people nationwide are 
getting connected to the internet through e-
mail, mobile phones and social networking, 
older adults, immigrants and low-income 
persons lag behind the curve.

“A lot of people in our community are 
still not using the internet on a daily basis,” 
Farmer said. “They’re not aware of all 
the resources and tools available to them 
online.”

The Get Online event provides greater 
exposure to community computer labs in 
Seattle, which some potential users might 
not be aware of.

“We wanted to have an opportunity for 

a dedicated, public time to call attention to 
these community labs,” said David Keyes, 
of Seattle’s Department of Information 
Technology. “So many people know about 
the libraries, but aren’t aware of these 
labs.”

The Get Online event is “an opportunity 
for newer people to get an introduction to 
… available programming and services,” 
Keyes added.

It’s also a chance to connect volunteers to 
the community. From 35 to 40 city employ-
ees volunteered between the 10 Get Online 
sites, offering their skills to patrons.

A group of youth volunteers from Neigh-
borhood House’s Digital Connectors pro-
gram at Rainier Vista also staffed the 
event.

The program connects high-school age 
youth with computer and technology train-
ing in the idea that they will become ambas-
sadors in their community — a resource for 
older adults to learn about computers.

Phi Nguyen, a Franklin High School 
sophomore, greeted guests at the door.

“I started (Digital Connectors) a couple 
weeks ago,” she said. “I’m learning a lot.”

Another Digital Connector, Lakesha 

PHoto By tyler rouSH

Digital Connector Elsa Fentahun (right) helps computer lab guest Haftu Weldetatyos 
register at the Get Online event Nov. 18.
Dickerson, is a freshman at Franklin.

“It’s fun,” she said of the program. “We 
do a lot of exercises with communication 
skills, and we learn how to teach computer 
skills to the community.”

The event was a good opportunity for 
the Digital Connectors to test out both their 

technology skills and service to the commu-
nity, according to Kat McGhee, Neighbor-
hood House’s Rainier Vista Computer Lab 
Coordinator.

“This was the first event any of our Digi-

Computer lab open house 
encourages users to “Get Online”

Please see “online” on Page 6

is conducted in good faith, is not neg-
ligent, and falls within the scope of the 
individual’s training.

A voluntary responder must also 
obtain consent from the victim before 
rendering aid. If the victim refuses care, 
one can — and should — still call 911.

When a person is unconscious or can-
not respond to a request for consent, it is 
considered implied consent.

The law is different for minors — a 
parent or guardian is required to offer 
consent to render aid. If no parent or 
guardian is present, consent is implied, 
and one may proceed with emergency 
care.

To help others and to save lives is why 
Helms said he attended the session.

“It’s a re-inspiration to motivate 
yourself to do the things you need to 
do,” he said.

Red Cross
continued from Page 3
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The family works food Bank
Located at 1501 N. 45th St. Serves 

seniors and persons with disabilities from 
11 a.m. – 1 p.m. Tuesdays and the general 
public from 2 p.m. – 5 p.m. Thursdays and 
11 a.m. – 1 p.m. Fridays. 

Call 206-694-6723. Accessible by 
Metro routes 16 and 44.

lake city food Bank 
Located at 12736 33rd Ave. N.E., it is 

open for seniors and disabled from 9:30 
– 11:15 a.m. Saturdays and for the general 
public 10 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. Wednesday, 4 
– 7 p.m. Thursdays and 11:15 a.m. – 1 
p.m. Saturdays.

Call 206-367-3477. Accessible by 
Metro routes 41, 64, 65, 72, 75, 79, 243, 
306, 307, 312, 372 and 522.

St. mary’s Home Delivery Service
Located at 611 20th Ave. S., it offers 

deliveries for homebound seniors and in-
dividuals in Central Seattle. Deliveries are 

made from 9 a.m. – 7 p.m. Wednesdays. 
Call 206-324-7100 Ext. 21 and speak 

with Kate Maughan about home deliveries. 
Accessible by Metro route 14.

 
university District food Bank

Located at 1413 N.E. 50th. Open five 
days a week — Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday from 10 a.m. – 3 p.m. and Tuesday 
and Thursday from 3 – 8 p.m. Accessible 
by Metro routes 48, 70, 71, 72, 73 and 
74.

  
west Seattle food Bank

Located at 3419 SW Morgan Street. 
Seniors are helped from 9:30 – 11 a.m. 
Tuesdays and the general public from 4 
– 7 p.m. Wednesdays and 10 a.m. – 1 p.m. 
Thursdays. 

Accessible by Metro routes 21, 22, 37, 
54 and 55.

I hope this list will help make the bud-
get stretch a little farther over the holiday 
season and beyond. May this holiday 
season be one of joy and peace for you 
and your family.

Resources
Continued from front page

This elephant bounce-house was the 
chief attraction for boys and girls alike 
at the Eid Mubarak 2010 celebration held 
on Tuesday, Nov. 16 at the NewHolly 
Gathering Hall. Originally a religious 
festival honoring the prophet Abraham’s 
readiness to sacrifice his son Ishmael, 
Eid Mubarak is now also the occasion 
for gift-giving, for wearing new clothes, 
for visiting friends and family, and for 
feasting. 

“Eid is a celebration of our religion 
— and it’s when we have fun for an entire 

day,” said an excited Sumaya Faqi, 11, a 
resident of NewHolly. 

The bounce-house burned off some, 
but by no means all, of the children’s 
energy; they had plenty left for dancing 
and for feasting on halal chicken and hot 
dogs and rice and many another dishes 
besides. 

The event, which was open to all, was 
sponsored by the Atlantic Street Center 
and NewHolly Community Building 
office, and was organized and staffed by 
volunteers.

PHoto By SCott freutel

NewHolly celebrates Eid Mubarak

their bags for a week-long hotel stay dur-
ing this intense construction period, with 
lodging, meals and transportation paid for 
by Seattle Housing Authority.

Not only are new windows being in-
stalled, but the units’ bathrooms are being 
completely renewed. During pre-construc-
tion visits from homeWorks team mem-
bers throughout the month of November, 
residents learned that the bathrooms will be 
almost completely different.

Water will be turned off to each unit (and 
occasionally surrounding units) to install a 
new shower valve, a new toilet, new faucets 
and new shut-off valves. The extensive 
bathroom remodel also includes a real heater 
to replace the old, ineffective heat lamps, a 
brand new sliding shower door, a new ven-
tilation grille, and new light fixtures. 

To round things out, the tiles will be 
cleaned, re-grouted and re-caulked, and 
the walls will be spiffed up with a new coat 
of paint. 

While new shower doors were univer-
sally praised by residents, perhaps an even 
more hearty cheer was heard when they 
learned that new baseboard heaters would 
be installed.  Due to the increase in insula-
tion that is a hallmark of Denny Terrace’s 
green makeover, the new heaters are able 
to be lower wattage compared to the old, 
and thus will take up less wall space than 
the old ones.

While staying in a hotel for a week may 
seem like a vacation to some, there is no 
doubt that this poses a disruption to resi-
dents’ daily routines.  Several considerations 

have been made to help ease the way for 
residents.

Care was taken to keep residents close to 
the daily activities, appointments and com-
munity ties that are important to everyday 
life. A key factor in selecting the hotel where 
residents will stay during construction is that 
it is located a mere five blocks away from 
Denny Terrace, and on the same bus line.

For some, the fact that the hotel welcomes 
pets is even more important, and since the 
hotel has free wifi and a computer room 
for residents to use, it will be a little more 
like home.

A special arrangement was made to pro-
vide daily shuttle service to and from the 
building and the hotel for residents to stay 
connected to their community, each and 
every day during the nearly six-month long 
apartment construction sequence.

Moving help and assistance in packing 
and preparing for the hotel has also been ar-
ranged. An emphasis on preventing bedbugs 
from hitching a ride to or from the hotel is 
part of the preparations. 

Existing counseling services for bedbug 
prevention by ElderHealth Northwest have 
been stepped up. Also, starting with a build-
ing-wide search by a bedbug-sniffing dog in 
late November, there is a concerted effort to 
snuff out any hibernating bedbugs that could 
get stirred up during the course of the hustle 
and bustle of construction.   

With all preparations in place, the re-
sults of the first apartment remodels are 
eagerly awaited by the construction team 
and residents of Denny Terrace alike. The 
first results of a year’s worth of planning 
for homeWorks should show by mid-De-
cember.

Remodel
continued from Page 3

tal Connectors attended that bridged tech-
nology education and community service,” 
McGhee said. “Simply seeing how an event 
like that runs and being able to work one-on-
one with community members was, I think, 
a great introduction to using technology as 
a community building tool.”

As for guests of the Get Online event, 
Keyes said he hopes their new familiarity 
with community labs like the one at Rainier 
Vista will lead to more opportunities for 

employment, education, and civic engage-
ment.

“We certainly hope people use the labs 
for jobs and education, and also write the 
mayor and city council — to participate in 
city government,” Keyes said.

The Neighborhood House Technology 
Center at Rainier Vista holds regular hours 
Monday through Friday, with both sched-
uled programming and open lab times. For 
more information, including tech center 
hours, contact McGhee at 206-461-4568, 
Ext. 202, or kathrynm@nhwa.org.

Online
continued from Page 5
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By SCott freutel

Seattle Housing Authority

If Seattle Housing Authority was looking 
for a strong, passionate advocate for the 
parents of school-age children, the agency 
surely found that advocate in Asha Mo-
hamed, who was recently named “Education 
Engagement Specialist” for Yesler Terrace 
— a newly created position funded by the 
Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation. 

Mohamed, who has worked for Seattle 
Housing Authority for four years in posi-
tions promoting employment and self-suffi-
ciency for residents, is committed to helping 
identify strengths in the people she works 
with, and to drawing out from them what 
they want to do, and say, for themselves. 

“It is my belief that in order to achieve 
success, education must be addressed. 
And the first step in addressing education 
is engagement. One must be at the table 
in order to bring change. I am taking the 

position that everyone at Yesler Terrace can 
speak for himself or herself, and that no one 
else can speak for them. I will help people 
speak out.”

Mohamed, 35 years old, is especially 
well-suited to working with immigrant 
populations. “I consider myself a child of 
the world,” she says.

Born in Russia to Somali parents, Mo-
hamed grew up in Italy and was educated in 
Europe and in Kenya. In Kenya she worked 
for the United Nations with Sudanese, So-
mali and Eritrean refugees. She says she 
is fluent or “confident” in four languages 
— English, Somali, Kiswahili, and Italian 
— and that she speaks “a little” Spanish.

Mohamed came to the United States 
planning to become an attorney, but instead 
became an activist and proponent of im-
migrants’ rights, especially after 9/11. She 
and her Somali-born husband have five 
children. 

Her supervisor, John Forsyth, Seattle 

PHoto By tyler rouSH

Asha Mohamed, the newly appointed Education Engagement Specialist at Yesler 
Terrace, has literally taken her outreach efforts door-to-door, contacting individuals 
and families throughout the neighborhood.

New ‘Education Engagement Specialist’ 
is herself strongly engaged

By liSa Wood

University House Resident

The Yesler Community Center was over-
flowing with laughter, music, food, and gen-
eral merriment on Friday, Nov. 19 at Yesler’s 
annual Thanksgiving Luncheon. 

Willie Pete, or “June Bug” as he is known 
around Yesler Terrace, shared his feelings 
about living in the Yesler community. 

“I have been living here off and on since 
1957. We were out from sun-up ‘til sun-
down. We left as a group and came back as 
a group,” he said. 

Even though the people in this commu-
nity have changed over the years, the spirit 
of strong families hasn’t. If you have been 
part of Yesler Terrace, you can still walk into 
the Yesler Community Center and feel like 
you are part of one giant community. One 
of the guests at the luncheon, Helen Smith, 
did that very thing. Smith is a retired beauty 
operator who stopped by for the luncheon 
because “Annie (Edwards) had called and 
told her about the event.”

She no longer lives at Yesler but says 
“Yesler is my old stomping ground, and 
Annie is my friend for years. I raised my 
two children here at Yesler, and it’s good to 
see anyone familiar.” 

Edwards, a Neighborhood House family 

support worker at Yesler Terrace, was the 
welcome hostess. She met everyone at the 
door with a grand ‘hello’ and a wonderful 
smile that made everyone feel at home. 

There was a sense of a connectedness 
among the participants who attended the 
event. That feeling of community between 
the volunteers and those that came to the 
luncheon was endearing. 

“I come back because I love the feeling 
of community that happens here,” Smith 
said. 

It was interwoven in all that was done, 
whether it was food being served by the 
Seattle University student volunteers or the 
raffle drawing numbers being called out. 
There was an overall sense of connected-
ness with everyone and everything during 
the luncheon. 

If you are a Yesler Terrace resident and 
missed the luncheon, you will have an op-
portunity to take advantage of the strong 
feeling of community next month. A second 
holiday luncheon will be held at 11:30 a.m. 
Dec. 17 at the Yesler Community Center, 
917 Yesler Way. 

Housing Authority community services 
administrator, considers Mohamed’s job to 
be important.

“Asha is playing a critical role in serving 
parents at Yesler,” he said last month.  

“First she listens to their concerns and 

their wishes for their children’s education. 
Then she helps the parents articulate these 
concerns and wishes directly to school rep-
resentatives in a way that will produce the 
results the parents are seeking.”

PHoto By liSa Wood

Student volunteers from Seattle University served food at the Yesler Terrace 
Thanksgiving Luncheon Nov. 19.

Yesler residents gather for 
annual Thanksgiving Luncheon

PHoto By liSa Wood

Willie Pete, who goes by the nickname 
“June Bug,” has lived in Yesler Terrace 
off and on since 1957.

PHoto By liSa Wood

Helen Smith, a former resident of Yesler 
Terrace, returned to the neighborhood for 
the Thanksgiving luncheon.

Yesler Terrace Holiday Luncheon

11:30 a.m. Friday, Dec. 17 at the 
Yesler Community Center

Comment period ends Dec. 13
The public comment period for the 

Yesler Terrace redevelopment Draft 
Environmental Impact Statement ends 
Dec. 13.

The 700-page Draft EIS is available 
online at www.seattlehousing.org. A sum-
mary of the Draft EIS was included in the 
November 2010 issue of The Voice

To submit comments, contact:
YTEISComments@seattlehousing.

org
or Yesler Terrace EIS Comments
c/o Seattle Housing Authority
120 Sixth Avenue North
P. O. Box 19028
Seattle, WA 98109-1028
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Washington’s minimum wage set at 
$8.67 next year

8,67 долллара  - минимальная 
зарплата в штате Вашингтон на 
следующий год

Минимальная зарплата в штате 
Вашингтон увеличивается до 8,67 
доллара в час, начиная с 1-го января 
2011 года, как сегодня сообщил Отдел 
труда и производства.

Отдел труда и производства 
вычисляет минимальную зарплату 
е ж е г о д н о ,  к а к  т о г о  т р е бу е т 
законодательная инициатива 688, 
одобренная избирателями штата 
Вашингтон в 1998 году.

Увеличение на 12 центов отражает 
увеличение потребительского 
индекса (CPI-W) на 1,4 процента 
для городских и канцелярских 
работников с августа 2009 года. 
CPI-W – это общенациональный 
индекс, отражающий стоимость 
товаров и услуг, необходимых для 
повседневной жизни.

Минимальная зарплата в 2009 и в 
2010 годах была 8,55 доллара, в связи 
с уменьшением потребительского 
индекса.

Штат Вашингтон один из десяти 
штатов, таких, как Орегон, Вермонт, 

Огайо, Невада, Монтана, Миссури, 
Флорида, Колорадо и Аризона, 
которые регулируют минимальную 
зарплату в зависимости от инфляции 
и потребительского индекса.

Орегон ,  Огайо ,  Колорадо  и 
Монтана уже объявили об увеличении 
минимальной зарплаты. Увеличение 
зарплаты в штате Вашингтон касается 
как сельскохозяйственных, так и не 
сельскохозяйственных работников, 
хотя работникам 14-15 лет можно 
платить 85 процентов от минимальной 
зарплаты, т.е. 7,37 доллара.

Различные мнения правоведов, 
включая Министерство юстиции, были 
учтены до утверждения увеличения 
зарплаты. После рассмотрения этих 
заключений специалистов и действий, 
предпринятых в других штатах с 
такими же законами, Отдел труда 
и производства пришёл к выводу, 
что будет следовать интерпретации,  
которой, по всей вероятности, будут 
следовать суды.

Для дополнительной информации 
о минимальной зарплате штата 
Вашингтон посетите вебсайт Wages.
Lni.wa.gov. Работодатели и работники 
могут также позвонить по тел. 360-
902-5316 или 1-866-219-7321.

Washington’s minimum wage set at $8.67 next year
በሚቀጥለው አመት የዋሽንግተን ዝቅተኛው የሰራተኛ ክፍያ 
በሰዓት ከ$8.67 እንዲጀምር ተወሰነ፡፡
ይህ የዋሽንግተን የዝቅተኛ ዋጋ ክፍያ ጭማሪ የሚጀምረው 
ከጃንዋሪ 1, 2011 እንደሚሆን የስራና የእንዱስትሪ ክፍል ዛሬ 
አሳወቀ፡፡
የክፍለ ሃገሩ የዝቅተኛ ክፍያ በየአመቱ እንዲጨምር በ1998 
በዋሽንግተን ድምፅ ሰጪዎች ባሳለፉት እንሼቲቭ 688 
መሰረት ነው፡፡
ይህ 12 ሳንቲም ጭማሪ የሚያሳየው 1.4 ፕርሰንት 
የተጠቃሚው ዋጋ ቁጥር የከተማው የስራ ክፍያ ተቀጣሪዎች 
እና የቢሮ ውስጥ ሰራተኞች (CPI-W ) ከኦገስት 2009  
የጀመረውን ነው፡፡ 
CPI-W  የብሄራዊ ኢንዴክስ የእቃዎችንና ግልጋሎቶችን 
የሚሰጡትን በማየት በየቀኑ ለመኖር የሚያስችል ዋጋቸውን 
የሚተምን ነው፡፡
በCPI-W  መቀነስ ምክንያት በ2009 እና በ2010 አመተ 
ምህረት የዝቅተኛው የስራ ክፍያ $8.55 ነበር፡፡
የዋሽንግተን ስቴት ከአስሩ አንዱ ነው፡ እነዚህም ኦሪገን፤ 
ቬርሞንት፤ ኦሃዮ፤ ኔቫዳ፤ ሞንታና፤ ሚሶሪ፤ ፍሎሪዳ፤ 
ኮሎራዶና አሪዞና ሲሆኑ እንደሁኔታው የዝቅተኛ የስራ 
ክፍያውን በእንፍሌሽኑና በCPI መሰረት ያስተካክላሉ፡፡ 
ኦሬገን፤ ኦሃዮ፤ ኮሎራዶና ሞንታና የዝቅተኛውን የስራ ክፍያ 
በአሁኑ ሰዓት ጨምረዋል፡፡
የዋሽንግተን የዝቅተኛው የስራ ክፍያ የሚውለው ግብር 
ለሆነና ግብርና ላልሆኑ ስራዎች ቢሆንም ከ14 -15 እድሜ 
ላላቸው ለትልልቆች ከሚከፈለው 85 ፐርሰንት ወይም $7.37 
ይከፍላቸዋል፡፡
በህጉ ላይ የተለያዩ ሃሳቦች ይገኛሉ፣ አንዱም ከአቶርኒ 
ጄኔራሉ ቢሮ ጭማሪ ከመሰጠቱ በፊት ነበር፡፡ እነዚህን 
ሃሳቦች የሌሎችንም ክፍለ ሃገሮች በተመሳሳይ ህግ የወጣውን 
የሰራተኛውና እንዱስትሪ በማየት እያንዳንዱ ፍርድ ቤት 
እንዳስፈላጊነቱ በመተርጎም ሊያውሉት ይችላሉ ብሎ አምኗል፡፡
ስለዋሽንግተን የሰራተኛው ዝቅተኛ ክፍያ ለማወቅ ከፈለጉ 
ከWages.Lni.wa.gov. ይገኛል ፡፡ ቀጣሪዎችና ሰራተኞች 
በስልክ ቁጥር 360-902-5316 ወይም 1-866-219-7321 
ደውሉ፡፡

no Tigrigna translation
Due to software problems, The Voice is unable to provide a          

Tigrigna translation this month.

Mức Lương Tối Thiểu ở Tiểu Bang 
Washington 

Được Qui Định là $8.67 Vào Năm Tới

Hôm nay, bộ Lao Động và Công Nghiệp 
ra thông báo là mức lương tối thiểu ở tiểu 
bang Washington cho năm tới được tăng 
lên $8.67 một giờ , bắt đầu vào tháng Một 
năm 2011.

Bộ Lao Động & Công Nghiệp ước tính 
mức lương tối thiểu hằng năm dựa vào đòi 
buộc của dự luật số 688 , các cử tri thông 
qua năm 1988. 

Việc tăng lên 12 xu phản ảnh việc gia 
tăng 1.4 phần trăm của Chỉ Số Mức Tiêu 
Thụ và Urban Wave Earners và Clerical 
Workers (CPI-W) được tính từ Tháng 8 
năm 2009.Cơ quan CPI-W là cơ quan quốc 
gia đưa ra chỉ số giá cả hàng hoá, dịch vụ 
cần thiết cho một ngày sống.

Mức lương tối thiểu cho năm 2009 và 
năm 2010 là $8.55, vì chỉ số CPI-W giảm 
đi.

Tiểu bang Washington là một trong 10 
tiểu bang, với Oregon, Vermont, Ohio, 

Nevada, Montana, Missouri, Florida, Colo-
rado và Arizona điều chỉnh mức lương tối 
thiểu dựa theo giá lạm phát và theo chỉ số 
mức thiêu thụ. Các tiểu bang Oregon, Ohio, 
Colorado và Montana đa ra thông báo về 
sự gia tăng mức lương tối thiểu.

Mức lươn tối thiểu ở tiểu bang Washing-
ton được áp dụng cho cả hai ngành, ngành 
không nông nghiệp và ngành nông nghiệp, 
tuy nhiên, với trẻ em tuổi 14 hay 15 thì mức 
lương có thể chỉ là 85 phần trăm của mức 
lương tối thiểu, hay đúng ra là chỉ $7.37

Có nhiều ý kiến pháp lý , kể cả từ văn 
phòng Bộ Tư Pháp, đang cứu xét trước khi 
cho quýêt định việc gia tăng này. Sau khi 
duyệt xét những ý kiến đó và quyết định 
hành động của các tiểu bang khác, thì bộ 
Lao Động & Công Nghệ kết luận rằng họ 
sẻ làm theo sự diễn giải theo các toà.

Các thông tin về mức lương tối thiểu của 
tiểu bang Washington đuợc có sẵn trêntrang 
mạng ở www.wages.lni.wa.gov.

Các công nhân và những chủ nhân có 
thể goị cho số 360-902-5316 hoặc số 1-
866-219-7321.

Gobolka  Washington laaqata lagush-
aqeo qimaxa uguyaar waa $8.67 saanad 
soosoqdo

Washington laaqata lagushaqeyo waxa-
lagudareya $8.67 saada bilawoga January 
1, 2011 wazarada shaqalaha iyo warshadaa 
I soo maagaqabey 

L&I xisaabtaa gobolka laqaataa waaogo-
lade dorasha 688 sanadka 1998

Magalada daqalo iyo baadiyo shaqaloy 
(CPI-W) sidaaa augusto 2009. CPI-W is a 
nationa index  daaqalo iyo nolosha  waa

Qiimaxa  $8.55 saanadka 2009 iyo 2010 

sidi CPI-W ogoladeen. Washington waa kii 
kowaad , tobonka  gobalaxa,  with Oregon, 
Vermont, Ohio, Nevada, Montana, Mis-
souri, Florida, Colorado, iyo Arizona, oo 
bedelinee CPI. qimaaxa gobolaxa kanee 
. Oregon, Ohio, Colorado and Montana 
laqataa wakodiyee 

Washington  kordika  waxaheleyaa daaka 
kashaqeya berahaa iyo melaha kale  shaqa-
da 14-15 daada waalasineya  85 besento  oo 
daadka waween  ama $7.37
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