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By Lynn Sereda

Housing Choice Voucher Holder

“Better transit for the 99 percent” was 
the theme of a public forum on the fate 
of transit sponsored by the newly formed 
Transit Riders Union (TRU). The group’s 
kick-off event was held Nov. 15 in the Rain-
ier Valley and featured keynote speaker 
James Bible, President of the Seattle/MLK 
County chapter of the NAACP. The forum 
was facilitated by Tracey Brown, a Denny 
Terrace resident who has taken an active 
role with TRU.

The mission of the TRU states that as 
a democratic organization of working 
and poor people, they are building up the 
power to change society for the good of both 
people and the planet. Central to this mis-

a union for riders of public transit
Transit Riders Union 
holds inaugural public 
forum
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Tracey Brown (right), a Denny Terrace resident, facilitated a public forum organized by 
the newly-formed Transit Riders Union.

By tyLer rouSh

The Voice editor

Washington voters want to privatize 
liquor distribution and approve of more 
training for long-term-care workers — but 
they’re OK with how bridge and highway 
tolls are collected.

Three state initiatives on the 2011 bal-
lot garnered the majority of the attention 
in this election cycle, and voters approved 
two out of three. Meeting voter approval 
were Initiative 1163, which will reform the 
long-term-care system in Washington by 
increasing the required number of training 
hours and implementing federal back-
ground checks for workers; and Initiative 

1183, which will privatize the state’s liquor 
distribution system, close state liquor stores 
and allow for the sale of hard alcohol in 
grocery stores and other large retail spaces.  

Initiative 1125, which would have over-
hauled the way tolls are collected in Wash-
ington, was rejected by voters. The initia-
tive, sponsored by Tim Eyman, would have 
required the Legislature to set tolling rates 
and disallowed toll revenue from one bridge 
or roadway to be applied to another project. 
It also would have banned variable toll rates, 
or the practice of charging different toll 
rates depending on the time of day.

Critics argued that the measure would 
have made it more challenging for the state 
to receive bonds for transportation projects, 
disrupted construction on the Highway 520 
and Interstate 90 bridges, and jeopardized 

Voters pass two initiatives, 
reject tolling measure
Two incumbents fall on 
Seattle School Board

Please see “election” on Page 4

By tyLer rouSh

The Voice editor

The state’s Disability Lifeline cash 
grant program has ended as part of the 
recent round of cuts to the state budget. 
In its place, a new state program has been 
created to offer rent and utility assistance 
to those in need. 

Disability Lifeline’s (formerly GAU) 
cash grant program had long been con-
sidered vulnerable during discussions 
about the state budget. Whittled away 
during previous rounds of budget cuts, 
it finally became a casualty of the state’s 
multibillion dollar budget deficit. Grant 
payments were discontinued Nov. 1; 
the program’s health care program has 
been renamed the Medical Care Ser-
vices (MCS) managed care program. If 
you were a Disability Lifeline recipient, 
you should be automatically enrolled 

Please see “HeN” on Page 3

HEN program 
offers rent, utility 
assistance in place of 
Disability Lifeline

By tyLer rouSh

The Voice editor

Have you ever experienced housing 
discrimination? Maybe a prospective 
landlord quoted you a rental rate that was 
higher than market value, or you were 
turned away because you have a service 
animal?

Chances are, you may not have even 
known you were being discriminated 
against. But housing discrimination does 
happen in this city.

The City of Seattle recently filed charg-
es of illegal discrimination against six 
private landlords in the city, after testing 
revealed patterns of discrimination in 
their housing practices.

“We’re filing charges in six cases where 
the differences in treatment based on race 
or disability are unambiguous,” said Julie 
Nelson, Director of the Seattle Office for 
Civil Rights. “Where we find clear evi-
dence of discrimination, we must act to 
protect the public.”

Earlier this year, the Seattle Office for 
Civil Rights (SOCR) conducted tests for 
housing discrimination at rental prop-
erties, revealing alarming patterns of 
discrimination among private landlords 
in the city. Overall, the SOCR conducted 
57 tests around the city; more than half 
(54 percent) revealed examples of illegal 
discrimination on the basis of either race 
or disability.

“These results confirm that housing 
discrimination is the reality for many 

Testing reveals housing 
discrimination in Seattle
Office for Civil Rights conducts 
testing on basis of race, disability

Please see “Housing” on Page 5

Please see “Transit union” on Page 5

HousingSearchNW.org online 
service links prospective 
renters, property owners.
See related story on Page 4

Stay safe and warm this winter.
See related story on Page 3
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Holiday memories should be of good 
times with friends and family, not of a 
foodborne illness caused by inattention 
to food safety. Properly handle, prepare, 
cook and store food to minimize the 
growth of E. coli, Salmonella, and other 
causes of foodborne illness. The majority 
of food borne illness stems from inad-
equate handwashing, cross contamina-
tion, and improper cooking, heating and 
cooling.

“Food safety for the holidays goes be-
yond the proper preparation and cooking 
of turkey,” said Dr. David Fleming, Direc-
tor and Health Officer for Public Health 
- Seattle & King County. “Whether you’re 
preparing turkey with all the trimmings 
or other traditional favorites, be sure to 
handle all food with care to minimize the 
risk of food borne illness.”

Here are important food safety tips to 
ensure you and your guests are protected 
from foodborne illness this holiday season

Wash your hands
Wash your hands for about 20 seconds 

with warm water and soap to get rid of 
the germs that can get into food and make 
people sick. 

Wash your hands after going to the 
bathroom, after touching raw meat, fish or 
poultry, and after taking out the garbage, 
sneezing, or coughing. 

Keep foods safe from cross 
contamination

Avoid cross contamination, which 
occurs when germs from raw foods get 
onto foods that will not be cooked or fully 
reheated to 165º F before eating. 

Put raw poultry, meat and fish in the 
“meat” drawer of the refrigerator, or put 
them on the bottom shelf in the refrigera-
tor so the juices don’t drip on foods that 
won’t be cooked.  

Use a hard cutting surface with no splits 
or holes in it. 

Wash, rinse and sanitize the cutting 
surface and utensils after cutting raw 
poultry, meat, and fish, as well as melons. 
Make a sanitizer with 1 teaspoon of house-
hold bleach for each gallon of cool water. 

Heat foods to their proper 
temperature

In order to kill all bacteria, cook turkey, 
dressing containing turkey parts, other 
poultry and wild game to at least 165º F, 
ground beef and ground pork to 155º F, 
and fish, shellfish, lamb, other pork, other 

beef, and eggs to 145º F. (Most people will 
prefer turkey that has been cooked to an 
even higher temperature).

Cold foods should be kept cold (lower 
than 41º F), and hot foods should be held 
hot (above 140º F). 

cool and reheat foods properly
Cool food properly by placing it in 

uncovered shallow pans in the refrigerator. 
If you are taking prepared food to share 

with others, be certain that you keep it hot 
(above 140º F) or cold (41º F or below) dur-
ing the trip and until it is served. 

If food has been sitting at room temper-
ature for not more than 2 hours, refrigerate 
it or reheat it. If food has been sitting out 
for longer than 2 hours, throw it out. 

Take care with leftovers. Be sure the 
food has been cooled properly, then kept 
cold on the journey home. 

Vegetables and fruit
Wash and scrub fruits and vegetables 

under cold running water. 
Scrub the exterior of melons before 

cutting them, and then keep them cold at 
41º F or below. 

Keep “starchy foods” like cooked beans 
(legumes), rice, potatoes and pasta at 140º 
F or above, or cold at 41º F or below. Be 
sure to refrigerate within 2 hours after 
the meal. 

Keep tofu and other plant protein 
foods hot (140º F or above) or cold (41º 
F or below). 

Sprouts must be kept at 41º F or below 
until used. 

Donated foods
Meal programs and food banks see a 

large amount of food donated around the 
holidays, and this year is no exception. 
Public Health encourages your gener-
ous food donations, and stresses that the 
biggest need is for high quality canned 
protein foods, fruits and vegetables.  If 
you are donating fresh produce or a perish-
able food that has been kept continuously 
refrigerated at 41º F or less, call the donor 
agency before delivering to make sure that 
they have refrigerator or freezer space, 
and that they can accept what you would 
like to donate.  

Providing effective and innovative 
health and disease prevention services 
for over 1.9 million residents and visitors 
of King County, Public Health – Seattle & 
King County works for safer and healthier 
communities for everyone, every day. 
More at www.kingcounty.gov/health.

Food safety is a key ingredient for a 
happy holiday season

Helping Link is a nonprofit in Seattle 
serving the Vietnamese Community for 
the past 18 years. We are looking for 
volunteers in the following areas:  

Administrative, Accounting, Market-
ing, ESL Teachers, After-school Tutors 
and General Volunteers.

For inexperienced volunteers, training 
is provided! You do not need to speak 
Vietnamese to volunteer, although it is 
a plus. 

Come learn new job skills and network 
with great people while helping out the 
Vietnamese Community.

For more information visit   www.
HelpingLink.org, call 206-781-4246 or 

email helpinglinkstaff@gmail.com.
Helping Link is located in Asia Plaza 

on the corner of 12th and Jackson, at 1032 
S. Jackson St., Suite C. 

We are easily reached by bus (#7, #49 
and others), and by LINK light-rail (In-
ternational District/Chinatown Station).

Learn new job skills while volunteering with 
Helping Link/Một Dấu Nối!

Each October, millions of children, 
parents, teachers and community leaders 
across the globe walk to school to celebrate 
International Walk to School Month. On 
Friday, Oct. 28, White Center Heights El-
ementary participated in the event for the 
third year. Students gathered at the Green-
bridge plaza to walk to school together, 
participating in activities along the way. 
The school’s P.E. Teacher, Jason Mauch, led 
an interactive morning warm up for parents 
and students. After the warm up, students 

grabbed a healthy snack and continued their 
march to school where there was a reception 
for the parents and students as they arrived.

State Representative Joe Fitzgibbon 
joined in for the walk and the warm-up! 
Pictured above is Fitzgibbon (kneeling, 
center) with student participants. The event 
was supported by the King County Food 
and Fitness Initiative, Kind County Hous-
ing Authority and Neighborhood House’s 
Be Active Together program.

White center walks to school

Attention women! Are you ready 
for high-wage employment? Have you 
wanted to change careers but need to keep 
your current job?

Apprenticeship & Non-Traditional 
Employment for Women (ANEW) of-
fers part-time, high quality training to 
help you enter non-traditional careers in 
construction trades and manufacturing.  
Our course is free for most attendees 
and funded by government grants and 
industry donations.

The 12-week core training includes ba-
sic construction skill and safety training, 
first aid and CPR certification, fitness and 
strength training and flagger and forklift 
certification.

Advanced workshops cover such skills 
and topics as credit counseling, basic car 

maintenance and repair, job interview 
and résumé preparation and long-term 
career planning.

Candidates must be 18 years or older, 
have reliable transportation, be able to 
pass a drug test and possess a GED or 
high school diploma.

Program orientations are held 2 p.m. 
Tuesdays at the Puget Sound Electrical 
Joint Apprenticeship Training Commit-
tee Building, 550 SW Seventh St., Suite 
B305 in Renton.

Call ANEW at 206-381-1384 to set 
up a personal interview, or visit www.
anewaop.org for more information.

ANEW partners with South Seattle 
Community College and King and Sno-
homish County Apprenticeship Pro-
grams. 

Photo courteSy of neighBorhood houSe

On Friday, Oct. 28, students from White Center Heights Elementary, their families and 
volunteers participated in the International Walk to School Month with a community 
walk through the Greenbridge neighborhood. Participants are seen here with State 
Representative Joe Fitzgibbon (kneeling, center).

ANEW program offers job training for women
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Be safe Tips to keep you safe this 
winter

By KeLLy McKinney

Seattle Neighborhood Group

The holiday season brings lots of cheer 
and activity.  Unfortunately, sometimes it 
also brings crime along with it.   Whether 
you celebrate the holidays or not, there are 
still some precautions you can take to be 
safer during the winter months.

When out shopping, try not to carry 
too much at one time.  It can be very 
distracting and make you vulnerable to 
thieves.  Thieves often target people who 
seem distracted or overloaded with items.

Don’t carry a purse or, if you do, carry 
it under your coat.

If you are driving your car, park in a 
place that is well lit.

If you are parking your car in a garage, 
park close to the elevator and stairs. If 
this isn’t possible, identify the location of 
the elevator and stairway in relationship 
to your car.  Always be alert of your sur-
roundings.

Have your car keys ready before you 
get to your car.

If you think that there is an unsafe situ-
ation around your car, do not try and get 

into your car at that time.  Call the police.
It is better not to leave anything in 

your car at all. However, if you do leave 
something in your car, put it somewhere 
where it can’t be seen. 

 If you do some shopping and then put 
something in the trunk of you car, move 
your car.  

If you take the bus, use well lit bus 
stops at night.

If there is suspicious activity around a 
bus stop, use another bus stop.  You can 
call 911 to report suspicious behavior at 
bus stops.

 At night, you can ask a bus driver to 
drop you off at a location along the route 
that is close to your home.  It doesn’t have 
to be a bus stop, but it does have to be 
along the route.

Take only what you will need on a trip.  
If you don’t need your checkbook, don’t 
take it with you.  Leave things like social 
security cards at home.

Remember — if you feel unsafe, trust 
your gut, and call the police if you see 
something suspicious. Hopefully, these 
tips will see you safely through into the 
new year.

Winter increases the potential for house 
fires and other threats such as carbon 
monoxide poisoning. But fire and other 
potential dangers can be reduced by fol-
lowing a few simple rules.

Fire safety
Make an escape plan that shows two 

ways out of your house or apartment, 
and have every member of your family 
practice the plan.

Test your smoke alarm at least monthly 
by pushing the test button.

Clean your smoke alarm at least once 
a year. You may use a vacuum to clean 
out the dust.

Candles may pose a fire danger. If you 
light a candle, make sure it rests on a 
nonflammable candleholder. Never leave 
a candle unattended and never place it on 
or near anything that is flammable. 

If the power is out, a f lashlight or 
battery-operated lantern is a much safer 
lighting option than a candle.

Replace the battery in your smoke 
alarm whenever it beeps to signal it must 
be replaced. It is a good idea to replace 

the battery twice yearly — in the spring 
and the fall, when we change the clocks 
for Daylight Savings Time.

Store matches, lighters, and other flam-
mable materials in a safe place and out of 
reach of children.

Indoor heating
Never use gas-powered equipment, gas 

or charcoal grills inside the home, whether 
for cooking or for heating. Such objects 
include portable generators and barbecue 
grills. These devices emit carbon mon-
oxide, a lethal gas. They should only be 
used outdoors in a well-ventilated area, 
and should never be used indoors.

Do not use your oven to heat your home. 
An oven, particularly one that is left unat-
tended, can be an extreme fire danger.

All objects, including furniture, cur-
tains, clothing and other objects, should 
be kept at least 12 inches away from any 
heater. Baseboard heaters can easily ignite 
bedding, pillows, curtains or other flam-
mable materials they come into contact 
with. Check regularly to ensure that your 
heaters are free of clutter that could start 
a housefire.

Talk to all of your family members, 
including children and adults, about the 
importance of fire safety.

It’s a cold winter, but you can keep 
your family both safe and warm

in MCS.
However, program enrollees will no 

longer receive monthly cash payments from 
DSHS — cash that often went to basic needs 
like rent and utilities.

But if you need assistance paying the 
rent or your utility bills, the state’s Housing 
and Essential Needs (HEN) program may 
be able to help.

The HEN program, which began Nov. 1, 
is meant to bridge the gap for former Dis-
ability Lifeline enrollees who are no longer 
able to afford their rent or utility bills. 
People who are eligible may receive up to 
$200 per month in rent or utility assistance. 

The program does not offer cash grants 
— money distributed in the HEN program 
is paid directly to a landlord and/or utility 
company. Your landlord may be a Housing 
Authority, a nonprofit housing provider, a 
private-market landlord, or a friend or fam-
ily member to whom you pay rent.

am I eligible?
The HEN program is being operated by 

Catholic Community Services. If you would 
like rent and utility assistance through the 

HEN program, you must meet the follow-
ing criteria:

Be enrolled in the Medical Care Services 
program. Enrollees in the Disability Life-
line program in October 2011 should have 
been automatically transferred to MCS. If 
you’re in doubt, contact DSHS.

Provide a government-issued photo ID 
and a DSHS client identification number to 
Catholic Community Services.

To receive rent assistance, you must 
provide a Pay or Vacate notice, an eviction 
notice or a statement of rent obligation 
signed by your landlord.

To receive utility assistance, you must 
provide a utility bill in your name and a 
utility shut off notice or late payment notice.

Your landlord must also submit a W-9 
form.

To set up an enrollment appointment 
with Catholic Community Services, call 
206-328-5755 between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. 
Monday through Friday.

Eligibility information is taken from the 
Catholic Community Services’ HEN web-
site, www.henkingcounty.org. The website 
includes more detailed program informa-
tion and links to forms that you may need 
to complete before going to your in-person 
screening appointment. 

HEN
continued from Page 1

Make fire safety your 
priority

Editor’s Note: A version of this article 
appeared in the January 2008 edition of 
The Voice.

By anza Muenchow

Special to The Voice

It is the end of the year, and I’m getting 
excited about the next season’s garden. 
Here in the Puget Sound basin, we can 
grow so many incredible vegetables, shrubs 
and trees. 

But to get the best production out of our 
crops, we need use the local seed and tree 
suppliers to find the best “cultivars” for our 
growing conditions. 

By cultivars I mean the specific genetic 
material in the species of plants we want 
to grow. 

When we plant tomatoes, we all know 
that some do better in Seattle than other 
types. Forget the beefsteak varieties; try 
Stupice or Early Girl, which are bred to do 
well with cool summers. 

The typical grocery store seed displays 
may have seeds that grow well in the Mid-
west or south of us. Let me suggest some 
better seeds for our area.

Buy seeds locally
Several local seed companies have done 

much of the research needed to supply us 
with the cultivars that will perform the 
best for us. 

Some good companies that come to mind 
are Abundant Life and Territorial Seeds in 
Oregon and Osborne Seeds in Mt Vernon. 

They all have very interesting and 
informative free catalogues that you can 
send for. 

Abundant Life sells only organic seeds. 
Many of these are heirloom seeds, open 
pollinated. This means they are not hybrids. 

(They were not specifically crossed with 
another cultivar, which changes the follow-
ing generation of seed.)  

Territorial Seed has a huge selection of 
seeds that all are tested to do well in the 
Pacific Northwest. They sell individual 
packets and bulk seeds. The descriptions 
in the catalogue are wonderful. 

They have mouthwatering turnips, 
delicate crunchy lettuces and all kinds 
of varieties of veggies that will produce 
in our climate, even during wet summers 
like last year. 

They even have starter plants that they 
can ship. 

To obtain a catalogue from Territorial 
Seed Co. write to P.O. Box 158, Cottage 
Grove, OR 97424 or visit online at www.
territorialseed.com.  

Osborne Seed Company has expanded 
over the years and now has a good collec-
tion of anything you might like to grow. 
They can be reached at www.osborneseed.
com, or write to 2428 Old Hwy. 99 South 
Rd., Mt. Vernon, WA 98273. You can also 
call 800-845-9113.

There are two seed companies in Maine 
that seem to have shown good results.  

Try Johnny’s Selected Seeds at www.
johnnyseeds.com, or call 877-564-6697 to 
get information on their large collection 
of products.  

Fedco Seeds and Garden Supplies, at 
www.fedcoseeds.com, is a funky little 
company with lots of organic seed choices 
that was recently recommended to me by 
a respected grower.

Why buy organic seeds? 
To obtain the organic certification, grow-

ers are required to purchase organically 

Stock up on seeds now to prepare for 
next season’s crop

Please see “Gardening” on Page 4

Do-It Scholars program offered to 
students with a disability

DO-IT is actively recruiting students 
for its capstone program, DO-IT Schol-
ars.For this unique program it is seeking 
students who

• are sophomores or juniors in high 
school in Washington state;

• have an aptitude for and interest in 
attending college;

• have a disability such as a mobility 
impairment, learning disability, sensory  
impairment, or health impairment;

• and are interested in interactions with 
other students with disabilities.

DO-IT Scholars are loaned computer 

equipment and adaptive technology need-
ed to participate in electronic mentoring 
and Internet support year-round. For up to  
three summers, DO-IT Scholars attend a 
live-in summer program on the Univer-
sity of Washington campus for one to two 
weeks, where they will learn about college  
selection, challenging careers, self-
advocacy, and adaptive technology.  
Students are encouraged to apply by Jan. 
10, 2012, but enrollment continues  
until all positions are filled.

You may contact DO-IT to request 
application materials at 206-685-3648  
(voice/TTY) or download forms at www.
uw.edu/doit/Programs/scholar.html.
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By SeattLe houSing authority Staff

A free internet housing search tool and call center will soon be available 
to link renters seeking affordable housing with property owners who have 
apartments to rent. The one-stop resource for those looking to list or locate 
affordable rental property throughout King County is being created through 
a cooperative effort by public agencies, nonprofit housing developers and 
landlords. 

The new service is expected to be available for tenants to search for 
housing beginning in early 2012.

HousingSearchNW.org is being designed so that renters, property own-
ers, housing professionals and social service providers can have access to 
real-time rental housing information. 

For people living in public housing, the service will provide information 
about what is available in the wider housing market. For Section 8 voucher 
holders, the housing locator service will show which landlords have prior 
experience with Section 8 tenants and what apartments are available across 
price categories. 

Listings will include information about apartment features, deposits 
required and handicap accessibility. They will also include information 
regarding transit routes and nearby amenities as well.

Seattle Housing Authority Communications Director Virginia Felton 
represents the housing authority on the committee designing the site and is 
helping to coordinate the launch of the new program. 

“I believe this new service will be valuable to a very wide audience,” 
she said, “since it will provide information on real time vacancies and will 
require that landlords update their listings frequently in order to keep them 
on the site.”

Felton noted that the same “Language Line” services available to Seattle 
Housing Authority tenants will also be available to anyone using Housing 
Search NW. “The call center already handles several languages, and is 
prepared to assist everyone who calls or uses the website.”

Basic information for a property can be entered once and then updated as 
vacancies occur or are filled by tenants. There is also experienced, toll-free 
call center support for those who do not use the Internet. 

New housing search service will 
connect renters with housing

Socialserve.org, a nation nonprofit, has been 
hired to design and run the new service. A North 
Carolina-based nonprofit, Socialserve.org does 
business with over 125 housing authorities and 
state housing finance commissions across the 
country. 

The new service was created by local housing 
groups including the Rental Housing Associa-

tion and the Tenants Union. It is supported with 
seed money provided by a legal settlement that 
involved fees unlawfully charged to landlords for 
inspections more than 20 years ago. Contribut-
ing sponsors of the consortium include the City 
of Seattle’s Office of Housing, King County, the 
Seattle and King County housing authorities and 
United Way.

the development of planned light-rail across the floating 
bridges.

Ballot bears bad news for mayor mcGinn, School 
Board

Seattle voters issued another symbolic defeat for Mayor 
Mike McGinn by voting down a proposed $60 car-tab fee to 
fund roads, buses and bicycle transportation improvements. 
The measure, which had been supported by McGinn, was 
rejected by 56 percent of voters. It is the second defeat in 
as many elections for McGinn, who saw voters in August’s 
primary support a referendum on the proposed deep-bore 
tunnel to replace the Alaskan Way Viaduct. McGinn had 
opposed the tunnel project, which is now moving forward.

Some members of the Seattle School Board experienced 
backlash of their own this election cycle, with voters voicing 
apparent frustration in the wake of the financial scandal that 
came to light earlier this year and resulted in the firing of 
then-superintendent Marie Goodloe-Johnson. 

School Board President Steve Sundquist lost his re-
election bid to challenger Marty McLaren, a former district 
teacher who received 54 percent of the vote. Challenger 
Sharon Peaslee edged incumbent Peter Maier, winning by 
a margin of just under 2,000 votes out of about 197,000 
ballots cast.

Two other incumbents on the ballot this year, Sherry Carr 
and Harium Martin-Morris, won re-election.

All five members of the Seattle City Council won re-
election, with Jean Godden (50.4 percent) receiving a strong 
challenge from longtime city employee Bobby Forch (49.2 
percent). Incumbent councilmembers Bruce Harrell, Tom 
Rasmussen, Tim Burgess and Sally J. Clark were re-elected 
by comfortable margins.

Incumbents also swept the ballot in King County Council 
races, with Councilmember Jane Hague defeating challeng-
er Richard E. Mitchell and Councilmember Joe McDermott 
defeating challenger Diana Toledo. Councilmembers Larry 
Gossett and Larry Phillips won unopposed.

Seattle’s election results brought good news for pro-
gressive voters with the successful renewal of the 7-Year 
Families and Education Levy. The levy, first passed in 1990, 
provides education and health support for tens of thousands 
of Seattle children and families. It passed comfortably with 
nearly 64 percent of the vote.

Statewide voter turnout was underwhelming, with about 
53 percent of the state’s 3.65 million registered voters cast-

ing a ballot. Turnout in King County was slightly below the 
state average, with just under 52 percent of voters casting a 
ballot. Tiny San Juan County, which encompasses the San 
Juan Islands, claimed the prize for highest turnout — more 
than 69 percent of the county’s 11,573 registered voters 
cast a ballot.

campaign spending makes headlines
For some, this year’s election served as a reminder of the 

role that campaign spending has in winning over voters.
Costco’s largesse made headlines — the wholesaler con-

tributed a record $22 million to the Yes on 1183 campaign, 
a possible indicator of just how much the company stands 
to gain from the privatization of liquor distribution. The 
initiative limits liquor sales in most cases to stores that are 
larger than 10,000 square feet, meaning that large grocers 
and retailers are most likely to benefit from a spike in liquor 
sales. Safeway and Trader Joe’s also contributed money to 
the Yes on 1183 campaign.

The initiative will shutter the state-run liquor stores in 
Washington state by June 1, 2012, though the law would al-
low a private store to reopen in an existing state liquor store 
location. The Washington State Liquor Control Board will 
no longer be in charge of the distribution and sale of liquor; 
instead, private parties will be authorized to distribute and 
sell liquor at large retail locations.

Though it lacked the profile of the liquor campaign, Initia-
tive 1163 — which more than doubles the amount of training 
required for long-term-care workers and requires stricter 
background checks — was funded through $1.7 million in 
contributions from the Service Employees International 
Union (SEIU). The measure received overwhelming sup-
port statewide, with voters approving it by a nearly 2-to-1 
margin. 

The initiative will cost the state a projected $31 million 
over the next two years, offset by an estimated $14 million 
in new federal revenue over the same span of time. Critics 
argued that because the initiative doesn’t provide a revenue 
source to fully fund the initiative, it will be left to the state 
Legislature to make cuts elsewhere.

SEIU and supporters of the initiative argued that the 
measure will protect a vulnerable population of seniors and 
persons with disabilities, and that reforming the long-term-
care system cannot wait any longer. 

A similar initiative passed in 2008, but the Legislature 
delayed implementation because the state was in the midst 
of a budget shortfall. Not much has changed in 2011, with the 
state once again facing a multibillion-dollar budget deficit.

Election
continued from Page 1

grown seed if they are available. This has expanded 
the organic seed market tremendously. 

I’m pleased to see this change because all of agri-
culture needs to embrace organic principles. 

Do I believe that organic seed is much better than 
conventionally grown seed? I personally don’t think 
it makes a big difference at this point. 

But it is something I think about as I pay the extra 
dollar or two on a few packets of organic seed.

Plant starts can save time
If you want to buy plant starts and not take the extra 

effort to grow from seed (especially with tomatoes, 
peppers and eggplant), I recommend going to local 
spring plant sales. 

Don’t have the plant starts shipped to you. With 
shipping, the packaging is bulky and the results are 
not reliably favorable. 

Sometimes I do purchase onion starts from cata-
logues, having them shipped for early March plantings. 
They are rarely damaged. 

Shop at farmers markets in May to buy your warm 
season plant starts and find great selections of good 
local stock.

Raintree Nursery in Morton, offers great stock for 
fruit trees, berries and other perennial edibles. They 
have some interesting old varieties as well as the newer 
cultivars recommended for our area. 

The catalogue descriptions will explain the pest 
problems and disease resistance of each cultivar. This 
is especially important for the crops that you plant once 
and expect to produce for years and years. 

For annual crops, you can always move them to 
another spot in your garden to avoid pests and some 
disease. Not so for the long lived trees and bushes. 

Definitely do the research and study your cultivars 
before you decide to invest in a tree. 

For more information about Raintree Nursery, the 
address is 391 Butts Road, Morton, WA 98356. Or visit 
them online at www.raintreenursery.com.

Anza Muenchow is a farmer and a volunteer with 
P-Patch. You can reach her by e-mail at anzam@
whidbey.net, or online at www.mahafarm.com.

Gardening
continued from Page 3
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Center Park resident

The City of Seattle’s Department of Transportation 
is taking input on its Transit Master Plan (TMP), a proj-
ect being done in collaboration with Metro and Sound 
Transit that will reshape local public transportation for 
the next twenty years.  

A total of five open houses were scheduled all over 
the city to get feedback from the public on what steps 
should be taken to make transit more available, efficient 
and affordable to everyone.

Several people attended the open houses held in Octo-
ber and November and provided valuable input, including 
advice on how Metro could improve its transit service 
(including the design of some transit vehicles), where 
sidewalks and curb cuts could be built or improved, and 
other issues of importance to people with disabilities. 
They also learned about some of the ideas being talked 
about within the City’s infrastructure.

What are some of these ideas?  For starters, Metro and 
Sound Transit are looking at creating 15 major transit 
corridors throughout Seattle and King County. Three of 
these are classified as “high-capacity transit” corridors, 
meaning they will presumably be used by a large number 
of passengers. That means they will be served by larger 
buses (or trains) offering frequent service.  

The other 12 corridors, while not being identified as 
high-capacity, will have frequent bus service as well.  All 
corridors will have enhanced passenger amenities, such 
as off-vehicle fare payment options (ORCA card readers 
or ticket vending machines) at the bus stop, large shelters 
and improved pedestrian access (better sidewalks and 
curb ramps for those people needing them).

Where are these proposed corridors?  Here’s the list 
of major bus routes, destinations and neighborhoods 
along each corridor.

Corridor 1: Currently served by Metro bus route #54 
(RapidRide Route “C” will cover this route starting next 
year), this corridor connects the Fauntleroy/West Seattle 
area with Downtown Seattle.

Corridor 2: This is the corridor between Burien and 
Downtown, currently served by Metro’s #120.

Corridor 3:  Between the Othello LINK light-rail sta-
tion (in the Rainier Valley) and the University District, 
this one is served by a combination of Metro #36, #49 
and #60.

Corridor 4:  Spanning Mount Baker to Downtown via 
Rainier, this corridor is served by Metro #7.

Corridor 5:  Lying between the Rainier Valley and the 
University District, this corridor is currently served by a 
combination of Metro #7, #8 and #48. There is a proposal 
to convert the #48 to a trolley route between the Rainier 
Valley and the University District.

Corridor 6:  This is a high-capacity transit corridor 
between downtown and Madison Park.  It is served by 
Routes #11 and #12.

Corridor 7:  Queen Anne, South Lake Union and 
Downtown would be connected via Denny Way with this 
corridor, which is currently served by a combination of 
the Metro #1 and #8.

Corridor 8:  This high-capacity transit corridor con-
nects Roosevelt Way to Downtown via the University 
District.  It is currently served by a combination of Routes 
#66, #67, #70, #71, #72 and #73.

Corridor 9:  Between Aurora Village and Downtown, 
this corridor is currently served by Route #358, but is 
scheduled to become RapidRide Route “E” by 2013.

Corridor 10:  This segment is between Northgate, 
Ballard and Downtown and is currently served by a 
combination of the Routes #5 and #75.

Corridor 11:  This high-capacity transit corridor is be-
tween Loyal Heights (north of Ballard), the Ballard area 
and Downtown, and is served by Route #17.  Routes #15 
and #18 also operate between Downtown and Ballard, 
but will be converted to RapidRide Route “D” by 2013.

Corridor 12:  Between Lake City, Northgate and the 
University District, this corridor is served by a combina-
tion of the Routes #41, #66, #67 and #72.

Corridor 13:  Want to get between Ballard and the 
University District?  This corridor is currently served 
by the #44. There is a plan to extend the #44 route to 
Laurelhurst to serve the Children’s Hospital and Medical 
Center, which would probably eliminate service on this 
route south of 45th and University.

Corridor 14:  Between Crown Hill and the University 
District, this segment is served by the Route #48.

Corridor 15:  From the Phinney Neighborhood (north 
of Frement) and Downtown, this corridor is currently 
served by the Route #5.

Do you want to see the whole TMP and provide input?  
You can go online to www.seattle.gov/transportation/
tmp.outreach.htm to see the entire plan for yourself.

sion is the fight to preserve, expand and improve the local 
public transportation system so that everyone has access 
to safe, affordable and reliable transit.

Many such transit unions take their inspiration from 
the Los Angeles Bus Riders Union, which won a legal 
consent decree in 1996 based on the racial disparity in 
access to transit.

Parts of the settlement meant that the city of Los Angeles 
had to reverse cuts in service to low-income areas and re-
instate a more affordable 
monthly bus pass. 

Bible, a leader in local 
racial justice struggles, 
opened the forum with 
his keynote address.

Bible talked about 
the importance of pub-
lic transit to the Civil 
Rights movement, with its legacy of freedom riders and 
the Montgomery bus boycott, and shared how bus rides as 
a child with his grandfather helped form his deep commit-
ment to social justice.  

Bible’s grandfather did not let the fact that a cross was 
burned on his lawn to deter him from activism.  He would 
say to his grandson, “Let’s ride the bus today” and they 
would wear a “sweatshirt of the week” that would bear a 
slogan like “Fear breeds bigotry” emblazoned on it.  The 
purpose was to start conversations on the bus about justice.

The TRU forms at a time when transit service locally 
and region-wide is vulnerable. Earlier this year, deep cuts 
to Metro were proposed, some of which would eliminate 
entire bus routes.  

In July, Katie Wilson and Scott Meyers launched the 
Save Our Metro campaign, where a small, dedicated group 
of volunteers wearing yellow Save Our Metro T-Shirts 
went to bus stops with leaflets detailing the impact of these 
cuts, along with the dates of public hearings with the King 
County Council. 

It was at one of these bus stops that organizers met 
Brown. At the forum, Brown used her group facilitation 
skills to moderate the lively panel discussion, along with a 
question and answer session with the audience.

Wilson noted that transit cutbacks are not just a fluke, 
but a part of worldwide austerity measures hurting work-
ing and poor people, as there has been a shift in wealth 
distribution. Movements such as Occupy Wall Street are a 
sign that people are pushing back.  Another such example 
is the successful mobilization of hundreds of transit riders 
to attend the King County Council’s public hearings about 
Metro funding, which helped motivate councilmembers to 
adopt a car-tab fee to close a $50 million gap in Metro’s 
budget.  

Ultimately, many organizers believe it will be necessary 
to address this issue at the state government level to find a 
long-term sustainable source of funding for public transit.  
That is why supporters believe a well-organized transit 
riders union can be very effective.

The TRU already has the support of the Metro Drivers 
Union, and several bus drivers attended the forum.  Nate 
Chappelle, former Metro Driver of the Year and panelist, 
held up a copy of his union magazine “In Transit,” which 
featured articles on the national “Occupy” movement — 
also supported by the drivers union. Chappelle noted that 
the movement has “now come full circle.”

As the Civil Rights movement was a mobilization of 
working-class people of color and often involved transit 
related actions like Rosa Parks sitting in the front of the 
bus, once again transit is now an important part of today’s 
economic human rights struggle.  

Looking around the room, Chappelle said the diversity 
at the forum was a “real rainbow coalition” with its multi-
racial and intergenerational composition. He also noted the 
presence of persons with disabilities.  

“(The powers that be) are counting on us not talking 
to each other about human dignity, diversity and wealth 
distribution,” Chappelle said. “The bus is political. You 
have to get involved, or you’ll be left behind.”

City gathers feedback on Transit Master Plan

For more information 
about the Transit Rid-
e r s  Un ion v isi t  w w w.             
t ransitriders.org, email 
contact@transitriders.org 
or call 206-651-4282.

Transit union
continued from Page 1

people who live in Seattle,” said Mayor Mike McGinn. 
“That is simply not acceptable. The actions that we are 
taking as a response to these results will help us to become 
a more equitable city.” 

Results were most dramatic for racial discrimination 
— 69 percent of tests showed inconsistencies in housing 
policies that generally favored white testers. Violations 
included quoting higher rent prices or using different 
screening practices for African American testers.

Discrimination against persons with disabilities was 
less pronounced than in the case of race-based testing, 
yet still occurred in more than one-third (36 percent) of 
tests. Examples of discrimination against persons with 
disabilities included refusing service animals, not telling 
testers about available units, or not providing designated 
accessible parking for persons with disabilities.

“As a community, we cannot afford to allow discrimi-
nation in housing,” said Seattle City Councilmember 
Bruce Harrell. “Knowing these test results help us to 
re-dedicate ourselves to work for greater fairness across 
Seattle.” Councilmembers Harrell and Tim Burgess asked 
SOCR to conduct the tests late last year. 

To conduct their discrimination testing, the SOCR 
used paired testers with similar rental profiles, except 
on the basis of race or disability. Testers visited proper-
ties while posing as prospective renters and recorded the 
information they received about vacancies, rental rates 
and terms, as well as the level of service they received 
from leasing agents.

Properties were selected at random from among 

properties with vacancies within the Seattle ZIP code 
boundary. Two properties were included based on prior 
case experience, according to the SOCR.

The SOCR used the test results to determine where 
inconsistencies in treatment occurred on the basis of race 
of disability status. Testing was carried out on a contract 
basis by the Fair Housing Center of Washington between 
January and July 2011. Visits were conducted both in 
person and over the phone.

“The testing provided a snapshot of normal, everyday 
business practices,” said Jennifer Yogi of the Seattle Hu-
man Rights Commission. “Most fair housing enforcement 
is complaint-driven — that is, an individual files a charge 
with the Office for Civil Rights against a specific housing 
provider. Testing allows the city to go beyond this, assess 
current conditions and take steps to address problems in 
the rental market.”

The goal of the housing discrimination testing is to 
create a fair housing environment for everyone in Seattle. 
Access to fair housing is protected under federal law; the 
City of Seattle has its own fair housing laws in addition 
to those enforced by HUD.

While more than half of those properties tested re-
vealed evidence of discriminatory housing practices, 
the good news is, nearly half did not — according to the 
SOCR, 46 percent of properties showed no indication of 
housing discrimination.

To help landlord and property managers comply with 
fair housing laws, the SOCR offers ongoing education 
and training programs.

For more information about the Seattle Office for Civil 
Rights, visit www.seattle.gov/civilrights.

Housing
continued from Page 1

Please recycle me

Write a letter to the editor

Send your letters by e-mail 
to tylerr@nhwa.org, or by 
regular mail to:
Neighborhood House
Attn: The Voice
905 Spruce St., Suite 200
Seattle, WA 98104
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Do you have a couch or other item you want to sell? Take advantage of the free person-to-person classified adver-
tising  in The Voice by filling out your 24-word ad below. Remember, write only one word per line and don’t forget to 
include your telephone number in your ad! Mail your ad before the 18th of the month and it will be included in the 
next month’s issue.

mail to: PPC, PO Box 80156, Seattle, WA 98108 fax: 206-461-1285
e-mail: class1@nwlink.com w/subject line “The Voice”

Write your ad here (one word per line)

Name _______________________________ address _____________________________

city _______________________________ state __________________ Zip ___________

Telephone ______________________ e-mail ____________________________________

check the classification: ❑ items for sale  ❑ autos for sale  ❑ items wanted  ❑ services  

• College Transfer (206) 768-6600

• Professional/Technical (206) 764-5394

• Adult Basic Education/ESL/GED (206) 764-5363

• High School Programs (206) 764-5805

• Continuing Education (206) 764-5339

• Online/Distance Learning (206) 764-7930

• Four-Year Degrees (206) 764-5387

South Seattle Community College, 6000 16th Ave SW, Seattle, WA 98106 • (206) 764-5300 • www.southseattle.edu
NewHolly Learning Center, 7058 32nd Ave S, 2nd Floor of NewHolly Learners Bldg., Seattle, WA 98118 • (206) 768-6642

…start here, go anywhere!

december 2011 cLASSIFIedS - 7



8 – locAl AND NAtIoNAl NeWS December 2011

trANSlAteD ArtIcleS From tHe VoIce

TranslaTionsTranslaTionsTranslaTions

THe VoIce

Make your home safe during winter 
weather
በክረምት ጊዜ ቤትዎን ካደጋ ይጠብቁ 
የኪንግ ካውንቲ የቤቶች አስተዳደር በዚህ 
ክረምት በቤትዎ ውስጥ ሙቀት እንዲኖረ 
ይፈልጋል፡፡  ነገር ግን በተጨማሪ ለራስዎ 
አስፈላጊውን ጥንቃቄ ማድረግ ይኖርብዎታል፡
፡
የእሳት አደጋ የሚያስነሱ ነገሮችን ማራቅ
የቤቶችዎን ሶኬቶች በየክፍሉ በሚቀመጡ 
ሂተሮች (ማሞቂያ) በመሰካት ብዙ ሃይል 
አይጠቀሙ፡፡  አስፈላጊ ኃይል ሊሲጡ የሚችሉ 
ተጨማሪ (አዳብተር ) ገዝተው ይጠቀሙ፡ 
በየቦታው የሚቀመጡ የኤሌክትሪክ ሂተሮችን 
ከውሃ፣ ከቀለም፣ ሊቀጣጠሉ ከሚችሉ 
ፈሳሾች፣ ቢቻል ከሶስት ፊት ርቀት ከአልጋ፣ 
ከመጋረጃ፣ እንዲሁም እሳት ከሚያስነሱ 
ማራቅ፡፡                የአሌክትሪክ ሂተሩን 
ሲተኙ ወይም ርቀው ሲሄዱ በማንኛውም 
አይተውት፡፡ የተቃጠለ  አየር ከመፍጠሩም 
አልፎ እሳትም ያስነሳል፡፡ ጋርቤጅዎን 
ከማሞቂያው አጠገው አይተውት፡፡ የሚበራ 
ሻማ፣ ከመስኮት ዶፍ ላይ ወይም በጨርቅ 

በተሸፈኑ መቀመጫዎች ላይ በጭራሽ 
እንዳያስቀምጡ ሁልጊዜ  ትክክለኛ የሻማ 
መያዣ ይጠቀሙ፡፡
ኤሌክትሪክ ሲጠፋ የሚወሰድ ጥንቃቄ    
በአካባቢዎ ለመንቀሳቀስ ሲፈልጉ ባትሪ 
ይጠቀሙ፡፡ 
ሻማ ይዘው እንዳሄዱ ምክንያቱም አደጋ 
ሊያመጣ ይችላል፡፡                 ኤሌክትሪክ 
ከመጥፋቱ በፊት ይጠቀሙ የነበረውን 
መገልገያ ሁሉ ያጥፉት ምድጃዎንም ሳይቀር፡
፡ አንድ አምፖል ብቻ አብርተው ይተውት 
ይህም መብራቱ ሲመጣ እንዲያውቁት፡፡ 
በቤትዎ ውስጥ ጄኔሬተር ወይም በጋዝ 
የሚሰራ ሂተር ወይም ግሪል አይጠቀሙ፡
፡  እነዚህ በጣም አደገኛ የሆኑ ለሞት 
የሚያሰጋ የካርቦን ሞኖክሳይድ መርዝ 
ይፈጥራሉ፡፡   አንድ ሰው በዚህ የካርቦን 
ሞኖክሳይድ መመረዙን ካወቁ ቶሎ ብሎ 
ንፁህ አየር እንዲያገኝ ማረግ ከዛም በፍጥነት 
ወደ ሆስፒታል መውሰድ ያስፈልጋል፡
፡          በጣም አስፈላጊ ካልሆነ ፍሪጅዎን 
አይክፈቱ በውስጡ ቶሎ የሚበላሹ ምግቦች 
ስለሚኖሩ ነው፡፡

Сделайте свой дом безопасным в 
зимнюю погоду

ЖУОК хочет, чтобы вам было 
т еп ло  э той  зи мой,  но  та к же 
важно, чтобы вы принимали меры 
предосторожности.

Избегай те  пожароопасны х 
ситуаций

Не перегружайте домашнюю 
элек т росе т ь  обог реват елем. 
И с п о л ь з у й т е  у д л и н и т е л и , 
соответствующие напряжению 
сети.

И з б ег а й т е  испол ь з ов а н и я 
обогревателей в местах, где они 
могут соприкоснуться с водой, 
красками, растворителями или 
воспламеняющимися жидкостями 
и располагайте обогреватели не 
менее чем в трёх футах от постелей, 
мебел и ,  за навесок  и  д ру г и х 

возгорающихся предметов.
Н и к о г д а  н е  о с т а в л я й т е 

включенным обогреватель на 
время сна или отсутствия из дому. 
Это опасно пожаром и угоранием.

Н е  д е р ж и т е  м у с о р  в о з л е 
обог реват ел ьн ы х п риборов. 
Никогда не оставляйте зажжённые 
свечи на подоконниках или на 
покрытой салфетками мебели. 
Всегда используйте подходящий 
подсвечник.

В  с л у ч а е  о т к л ю ч е н и я 
электричества

О с в е щ а й т е  с в о й  п у т ь 
фонариком. Не зажигайте свечи, 
так как они могут вызвать пожар. 
Выключите все электроприборы, 
которыми вы пользовались перед 
отк лючением электричества, 
не забудьте про электроплиту. 

Оставьте один выключатель  во 
включённом положении, чтобы 
вы могли увидеть, когда подача 
электричества возобновиться.

Не используйте генераторы 
или другие приборы на топливе, 
такие, как печки или грили внутри 
дома. Они могут стать причиной 
смертельного отравления угарным 
газом.

Если вы подозреваете, что кто-
то отравился угарным газом, 
немедленно переведите его на 
свежий воздух и позаботьтесь 
о  доставке  пост ра давшего в 
госпиталь.

С т а р а й т е с ь  о т к р ы в а т ь 
холодильник только в случае 
крайней необходимости, чтобы 
предотвратить порчу продуктов 
внутри него.

Gurigaagu ahaado mid safe ah
SHA waxay rabtaa inaad hoy ka 

hesho qaboobaha nagu soo aadan, 
balse ay muhiim tahay inaad taxadar 
baan muujiso si aad naftaada u bad-
baadiso.

Iska Ilaali khatarta dabka.
Yaree isticmaalka  kulaylisada 

korantada ku shaqaysa, isticmaalna 
qaybiso leh koronto ku filan si ay u 
qaado amp.

Iska ilaali inaad isticmaasho ku-
layliyaha korontada meelaha ay biyo, 
rinji, solfentis ama dareere dabka 
qabsan og, saddex feetna ka fogee 
kulaylisada gogoshaada, kuraasta iyo 

waxyaabaha kale ee dabka u nugul. 
Waligaa kulayliso shidan ha uga 

tegin gurigaaga.   Waa Kaaroon mono-
oksiydh dabkana waa qabsataa.

 Qashinka ka fogee kululaysada 
guriga. Ha ka tagin shumac shidan 
daaqadda korkeeda ama alaabta guri-
ga ee maryo ku fidsan yihiin.Isticmaal 
saxanka shumaca la saarto markasta..

Badbaadada koronto la’aanta
Isticmaal toosh si aad uga adeegato 

gurigaaga
Ha Isticmaalin shumac, waayo dab 

ayey dhalinyaan
Demi dhamaan nalalka iyo qalabka 

kale ee aad Isticmaalaysayba intaan 

korontadu tegin.
Hal nal ha kuu daarnaado si aad u 

ogaato marka korontadu imaato.
Ha Isticmaalin motor koronta ee gas 

ku shaqeeya sida kulayliso ama giriil 
gurigaaga gudihiisa. Waxay keeni 
karaan sun (carbon Monoxide). Had-
dii aad ka shakido in qof sumoobay 
(suntan carbon monoxide), si deg-deg 
ah ugu gudbi meel hawo fiican leh, 
hubsana in isbitaalka la geeyo.

 Isku day inaadan furin tallaaagada 
haddaysan baahi weyn kuu hayn si 
aysan cuntada kaaga halaabin.

LÀM CHO CĂN NHÀ BẠN AN 
TÒAN TRONG MÙA ĐÔNG

Cơ quan Cấp Phát Gia Cư –SHA muốn 
cho bạn được ấm áp trong mùa đông này, 
nhưng điều quan trọng là bạn nên cẩn thận 
để tự bảo vệ cho mình

Hãy tránh nguy cơ bị cháy nhà
Đừng làm ổ điện bị quá tải khi dùng 

máy sưởi lọai xách tay. Hãy dùng lọai 
dây dẫn điện cần thiết có đủ tiêu chuẩn 
tải điện cao thế.

Hãy tránh dùng máy suởi xách tay ở 
các chỗ có nước, sơn , hay các hóa chất 
dễ cháy, và hãy để máy sưởi cách xa độ 3 

bộ tây từ giường ngủ, bàn ghế, màn cữa 
hay các vật dễ cháy khác.

Đừng bao giờ để máy sưởi họat động 
lúc bạn ngủ hay lúc bạn không có ở nơi 
đó. Đây là nguy cơ dễ bị nhiễm độc chất 
than khí, và nguy cơ bị cháy nhà.

Đừng để máy sưởi gần nơi có rác rến
Đừng để đèn nến đang cháy nơi gần 

màn cửa hay trên các bàn ghế bọc vải. 
Hãy luôn để đèn nến lên các giá đựng.

An Tòan Lúc Bị Cúp Điện
Hãy dùng đèn bấm để di chuyển
Đừng dùng đèn nến vì dễ gây cháy nhà
Hãy tắt đi các dụng cụ xài điện mà 

mình đang xài trước khi bị cúp điện kể 
cả bếp lò, chỉ cần chừa lại một ngọn đèn 
thôi, để khi có điện lại, mình sẻ biết ngay

Đừng dùng máy phát điện hay các lọai 
máy sưởi chạy dầu bên trong nhà mình, 
đó là những thứ có thể gây ra nhiểm độc 
chất thán khí chết người

Nếu qúi vị nghi ngờ một người bị 
nhiểm độc chất thán khí, lập tức dời họ 
đến nơi có thóang khí và đưa họ đến 
bịnh viện.

Cố gắng tránh mở tủ lạnh (lúc bị cúp 
điện) trừ lúc cần thiết, như thế để giữ cho 
đồ ăn trong tủ lạnh kéo dài lâu.

ኣብ ግዜ ከረምቲ ናይ ቤትኩም 
ድሕነት ተኸታተሉ።

ኪንግ ካዉንቲ ሃዉሲንግ ኣዉቶሪቲ 
ኣብ ግዜ ከረምቲ ኣኣብ ዉሽጢ ቤትኩም 
ክትሞሙቑ ድልየቱ እዩ። ኮይኑ 
ግን  ዽሕነትኩም ንምሕላው ጥንቃቔ 
ንኽትገብሩ ድማ ይላቦ።

ካብ ሓደጋ  ሓዊ ዘኸትሉ ነገራ 
ተጠንቀቑ።

ብኤልክትሪክ ዝሰርሕ ነገራት ብሓደ 
ግዜ ኩሎም ኣይትጠቕምሎም ክም ናይ 
ግዛ ምውዓዬ።እቲ እትጥቀሙሉ ናይ 
ኤልክትሪክ ኤክስተንሽን ኮርድ ምስቲ ና 
ቤትኩም ኤለክትሪክ ዝሰማማዕ ኽኸዉን 
ይግባእ።

ስፕይስ ሂተርስ ተንቀሳቃሲ ሂተር 
ኣይትጠቐሙ ምስ ካልእ ነግራት  
ክትንክፍ የብሉን ከም ማይ ቦያ  
መተሓዋወሲኡን ነዳዳዲ ዝፈስስ ሓደ 
ሰለስተ ፊት ኣርሕቆ ካብ ዓራት ኮበርታ 
መጋረJኣታት እቕሑ ገዛ ሓዊ ከቃጸሉ 
ዝኽእሉ ነገራትን።

ጉሓፍ ኣኣብ ጥቃ ሄትር ኣይተቕርብ።
ዝተወልዔ ሽምዓ ኣብ ልዕሊ ናይ ቤት 

ኣቕሁን እጫርቕ ምሳኹትን ኣይተቐምጥ 
መቐመጢ ሽምዓ ተጠቐም።

ኤልክትሪክ ኣብ ዘቃርጸሉ ግዜ 
እትገብሮ ድሕነት።

 ኣብ እትኸዶ ንኽትፈልጥ ላምፓዲና 
ተጠቐም

ሽምዓ ኣይትጠቀም ባርዕ ሓዊ ከከትል 
ስለዝኽእል

ብኤልክትሪክ ዝስርሕ ክትጥቀመሉ 
ዝጸናሕካ ምስተጠቅምካ ኣዉጽኣዮ 
ኣጥፍኣዮ(ኦቨን) ነቲ ገመድ

ሓንቲ ኣምፑል  ሓባሪት ወሊዕካ ጥራይ 
ተጸበ ኤልክትሪክ ክሳብ ዝምለስ

ኣብ ዉሽጢ ቤት ጀነረትር ካልእ ብጋዝ 
ነዳዲ ዝሰርሕን ናይ ባርብኩ ኣይጠቐም

ካርቦን ሞኖክሳይድ ምስማም ክስዕቡ 
ዝኽእሉ

ካርቦ ሞኖክሳይ ተሰሚሙ ኢልካ 
ምስትጥርጥር ኣብ ጥዑይ ኣየር ዝነፍሰሉ 
ቦታ ኣቕርቦም ንሆስፒታል ድማ 
ትወስዶም

ፍሪጅ ኣድላዬ ምስኮነ ጥራይ ትኸፍቶ 
መታን እቲ ኣብ ዉሽጢ ዘሎ መግቢ 
ከይበላሾ።



The mission of the Seattle Housing Authority is to enhance 
the Seattle community by creating and sustaining decent, 
safe and affordable living environments that foster stability 
and self-sufficiency for people with low incomes.
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Photo by Laura Gentry

Seattle Mayor Mike McGinn and HUD Northwest Regional Administrator Mary 
McBride announce that the City of Seattle has received a $3 million HUD grant 
to promote smart, sustainable development along the Central Link light rail line 
in Seattle’s Rainier Valley neighborhood.

by SeattLe houSinG authority Staff

Seattle Mayor Mike McGinn and 
HUD Northwest Regional Administrator 
Mary McBride held a press conference 
on Nov. 21 to announce a $3 million 
grant awarded to the City of Seattle to 

improve housing and promote jobs along 
the Link Light Rail line in the Rainier 
Valley. The event was held at the mixed-
use development known as The Station at 
Othello Park, across Martin Luther King 

City receives $3 million to promote 
development in the Rainier Valley

by reSident action counciL

Join us on Saturday, Dec. 10 from 1 to 
3pm at the Center Park Community Build-
ing as we recognize the volunteers and 
leaders who have made a difference in their 
communities. The event will honor and cel-
ebrate Seattle Housing Authority residents 
nominated by their peers and recognized for 
their efforts in leadership and volunteerism 
— everything from hosting coffee hours, 
helping out at a local food bank, arranging 
community barbecues or holiday parties, 
staffing computer labs or working to im-
prove community safety.

This is the first time the Resident Action 
Council has organized a volunteer recogni-
tion event. Nominations for this year’s event 
are now closed, but keep in touch with your 
Resident Action Council to learn more in-
formation about how you can get involved 
in future events.

The Center Park building is located at 
2121 26th Ave. S and is accessible by Metro 
buses 4, 7, 8, 9, 34, 42 and 48.

Save the date for 
RAC’s volunteer 
recognition event

by SeattLe houSinG authority Staff

In a unanimous decision at its Nov. 
21 meeting, the Seattle Housing Author-
ity Board of Commissioners approved 
a resolution to adopt and implement a 
policy that will prohibit smoking in all 
dwelling units owned by the agency.

The policy, which will be implement-
ed on or before Feb. 1, 2012, states that 
smoking will not be permitted in indi-
vidual apartment homes or the common 
spaces of any Seattle Housing Authority 
community or facility, unless otherwise 
specified.

“This is a significant decision on be-
half of the health of our residents. I am 
proud of the stance our Commissioners 
have taken and look forward to imple-
menting the new policy with fairness and 
compassion,” said Tom Tierney, Execu-
tive Director of Seattle Housing.

The new non-smoking policy does 
not mean that residents or employees will 
have to quit smoking in order to live and 
or work at agency properties. The policy 
simply limits smoking to designated 
areas. For residents who are interested 
in quitting smoking, the agency is com-
mitted to providing tobacco cessation 
information and resources.

In August 2010, Seattle Housing 
implemented a non-smoking policy 
across all Seattle Senior Housing Prop-
erty (SSHP) buildings. The agency 
then passed a resolution in Oct. 2010 
expanding the rule to include both new 
construction projects and substantially 
rehabilitated properties.

This new policy will extend access 
to a non-smoking environment to all 
residents, including Low-Income Public 
Housing (LIPH) units as well as all units 
in HOPE VI communities, special port-
folio buildings and privately managed 
buildings.

Board approves resolution to prohibit 
smoking in all Seattle Housing residences
The policy will take effect 
on or before Feb. 1, 2012

by SeattLe houSinG authority Staff

Seattle Housing Authority staff mem-
bers are in the midst of planning for a 
move to a new office building located at 
190 Queen Anne Ave. N. 

The move will consolidate staff from 
the Porchlight building in Ballard, the Op-
erations Support Center in North Seattle 
and the Central Office at 120 Sixth Ave. N.

The new office building is a five-
story building just north of Denny Way 
on Queen Anne Avenue North. 

Seattle Housing staff will occupy four 
out of the five floors, including the ground 
floor, where there will be an admissions 
office and a large meeting room where 
the Board of Commissioners will hold its 
meetings. 

The reasons behind the move include 
the desire of housing authority staff to 
take advantage of favorable lease rates 
rather than tying up capital in building 
ownership. 

The Central Office building was sold 
this summer and the Porchlight office 
building in Ballard is currently up for sale.

“The new offices will allow us to coor-
dinate our staff work more closely,” notes 
Communications Director Virginia Felton. 
“Having most administrative staff in the 
same building will add to our efficiency 
overall.”

The new offices are well served by 
transit from downtown Seattle and from 
the Fremont/Ballard area. 

While slightly further from the down-
town core, the transit connections for the 
new location are convenient.

Early in 2012, residents will be notified 
of changes to managers’ addresses and 
office locations.

Housing Authority 
to move offices to 
Lower Queen Anne 
in early 2012

Please see “nonsmoking” on Page 4

Please see “Funding” on Page 6

by tyLer rouSh

The Voice editor

HUD funding for 2012 has been approved 
by Congress and signed into law, and for 
housing authorities across the country, the 
outlook is not great.

Operating funds for HUD in 2012 have 
been slashed by about 15 percent from 2011 
funding levels, while capital funds are down 
10 percent.

President Barack Obama signed the 
HUD appropriations bill into law Nov. 18, 
authorizing a Public Housing Operating 
Fund budget of $3.962 billion. That figure is 
down considerably from last year’s enacted 
budget of $4.617 billion.

The Public Housing Capital Fund for 
2012 will be set at $1.875 billion, down from 
last year’s total of $2.04 billion.

Seattle Housing Authority Executive 
Director Tom Tierney said the appropria-
tions announcement confirmed the housing 
authority’s expectations that 2012 would be 
a lean budget year.

“In the ‘minibus’ appropriations bill 
recently passed, both the Public Housing 
Operating Fund and the Capital Fund are 
around 15 percent lower than appropria-

Please see “HuD” on Page 2

HUD funding trending 
downward for 
upcoming fiscal year
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About The voice

The Voice is a monthly newspaper published by Neighborhood House with  
financial support from Seattle Housing Authority and King County Housing Au-
thority. 

The Voice is developed and edited by Neighborhood House with help from SHA 
residents and staff. It strives to provide a forum for objective news and informa-
tion of interest to low-income people and those living in SHA communities.

The Voice welcomes articles, letters to the editor and columns from readers. 
If you’d like to submit an article, or if you have a question about anything you’ve 
read in this publication, feel free to contact Editor Tyler Roush at (206) 461-
8430, ext. 227 or by e-mail at tylerr@nhwa.org.

If you have questions about SHA-related stories, you may also contact SHA 
Communications Director Virginia Felton at 206-615-3506 or by e-mail at vfel-
ton@seattlehousing.org. 

You can also mail submissions to: The Voice, Neighborhood House, 905 
Spruce St. #200, Seattle, WA 98104. Please include your name and contact 
information on your submission. 

All submissions are subject to editing for accuracy, style and length.

If you live in a Seattle Housing Author-
ity High-Rise building, you may have seen 
some new faces recently in your building.  
In August, Full Life Care’s Mental Health 
Service Coordination staff began to in-
troduce themselves to residents, Seattle 
Housing staff and other providers.  

This marks the beginning of a 3-year 
project to increase the amount of support 
available to Seattle Housing Authority 
residents to maintain their health and in-
dependence at home.  

This spring, Full Life Care was award-
ed a Resident Opportunity for Self-
Sufficiency (ROSS) Grant from HUD to 
provide Service Coordination services in 
28 SHA high-rise buildings. This grant, 
combined with additional funding pro-
vided by Seattle Housing Authority, 
has allowed Full Life Care to offer six 
full-time mental health staff positions in 
Seattle Housing’s High Rise communities. 
Our Service Coordinators may be able to 
help with a variety of issues:

• Assistance with finding counseling or 
other mental health support;

• Assistance with finding resources for 
rent, bills and other financial issues;

• Assistance with bed bug and other 
pest/clutter control issues;

• Assistance with finding low-cost 
Home Care services;

• Assistance with chemical dependency 

and substance abuse issues; and
• Referrals for medical services.
There are many ways that you can reach 

the Service Coordinator working in your 
building. In some buildings, your Full 
Life Care Service Coordinator will have 
scheduled office hours.  In other buildings, 
we’ll schedule an appointment to see you 
at a time that’s convenient for you.  

You can request a referral from Seattle 
Housing staff in your building,  from the 
ADS Case Manager assigned to your 
building, or by contacting Full Life Care 
directly:

By email at solsticeSHA@gmail.com
By phone at 206-467-7033
Online at http://tiny.cc/rhl2j
Full Life Care (formerly Elderhealth 

Northwest) is a community-based non-
profit whose mission is to support the 
continued health and independence of 
low-income adults and families living in 
our community. 

Full Life Care has a long history of 
supporting Seattle Housing Authority 
residents and staff.  We have two Adult 
Day Health programs co-located in Seattle 
Housing Authority buildings at Jefferson 
Terrace and Ravenna School Apartments.  
Our Solstice Mental Health and Home 
Care programs are based in Seattle Hous-
ing’s Jefferson Terrace building.  

Over the past year, Full Life Care has 
provided Mental Health, Home Care and 
Adult Day Health services to more than 
300 Seattle Housing high-rise residents.  
We hope that you’ll contact us in our new 
role as Mental Health Service Coordina-
tors to see whether we can help you, too!

New faces in your community
Full Life Care receives 
grant to offer mental 
health services in Seattle 
Housing high-rises

Photo courteSy of Sen. Maria cantweLL’S office

U.S. Senator Maria Cantwell (D-WA) held a press conference at Blakeley Manor on 
Sunday, Nov. 20 warning that a bill passing through the U.S. House of Representatives 
could change the way funds in the Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program 
(LIHEAP) are distributed. The House bill would redistribute some funds for heating 
assistance in northern states in the winter to cooling assistance for southern states in 
the summer. Cantwell said she prefers the Senate version of the bill, which retains the 
current formula.

Cantwell visits Blakeley Manor to 
talk heating costs with seniors

by JiM buSh

Center Park Resident

We all know that most emergency situa-
tions (medical ones, primarily) can be dealt 
with or recovered from fairly quickly, but 
what about a fire, power outage, flooding, 
winter storm or earthquake?  How long does 
it take to recover from them — and how 
much help can you expect to get after one?

Earlier this fall, 60 people from Seattle 
Housing communities all over the city 
gathered at Seattle’s Emergency Operations 
Center to learn about this subject.  While we 
think the information provided by staff from 
the Seattle Office of Emergency Manage-
ment, Seattle Fire Department and Seattle 
Housing was extremely helpful, we also 
think what was learned can be somewhat 
daunting for a lot of people, since there’s 
so much of it — and it’s all very important.

For instance, how many people know 
what to do in case of a fire, the most com-
mon form of disaster, and the deadliest?  
Many people do, but if you don’t, here’s 
what we learned. 

As most people may know, learning how 
to prevent a fire is as essential as knowing 
what to do in case of one — and most fires 
are quite preventable, if people follow these 
rules:

No smoking in bed or when you’re 
drowsy.  This is a primary cause of fire-
related fatalities because when you’re in bed 
or feeling drowsy, you tend to fall asleep, 
forgetting to put out that cigarette, pipe or 
cigar in a proper ashtray that won’t tip over. 
The ashes may still be hot enough to ignite 
anything they come in contact with, includ-

ing bedding. (The Seattle Housing Authority 
has adopted a non-smoking policy for all of 
its properties, which will take effect Feb. 1, 
2012. For more information, see the story 
on Page 1.)

Keep an eye on your stovetop.  This is 
especially true if you’re cooking with oil, 
because that oil can get very hot and ignite. 
If you have to leave the stove for any length 
of time, turn it off so your food doesn’t 
catch fire.

Give your heaters room to breathe. Now 
that it’s getting colder, many people will be 
turning their heaters on again. If you live 
in an apartment with electric heaters, those 
things need space — at least one foot — in 
front and on top of them.  Don’t leave cloth-
ing, sheets or curtains on top of them — and 
make sure any furniture is at least a foot 
away from them.  This way, your heaters can 
do the job they were meant to do and won’t 
be a fire hazard in the process.

Now what should you do in case of a 
fire? If the fire’s in your apartment and 
you can’t put it out yourself (even if you 
have a fire extinguisher nearby), close your 
windows, get out and close the door behind 
you — that way the fire is contained within 
your apartment and won’t spread.  If the 
fire alarm hasn’t been activated already (in 
many buildings, the hallway smoke detec-
tors sound the building alarm, which in turn 
alerts the Fire Department), do so by pulling 
one of the red boxes near the stairwells. If 
you can get out of the building safely, use 
the stairs. The elevators will not be working.

What if you see or hear the alarm going 

Surviving a fire emergency
What you need to know tions for 2011,” Tierney said. “Without 

all of the details, it is still too early to tell 
exactly what impact this will have on our 
local housing authorities. Even so, it is 
clear that our conservative approach to 
budgeting for this year was necessary, 
and 2013 may be even more challenging 
for us.”

If there is a silver lining in the 2012 ap-
propriations bill, it is that funding for Sec-
tion 8 voucher renewals received a slight 
uptick. Tenant-based rental assistance, 
which primarily funds Section 8 as well 
as a number of smaller voucher programs, 
has been allotted $18.97 billion for 2012, 
up from the $18.345 billion provided in 
2011. The 3.3 percent increase, it bears 
mentioning, is only slightly more than a 
standard cost-of-living adjustment.

Project-based Section 8 likewise re-

ceived a $9.34 billion allotment, a modest 
bump from last year’s allotment of $9.264.

The federal funding allotments for 2012 
are well off the funding recommendations 
made by both the Council of Large Public 
Housing Authorities (CLPHA) and the 
National Association of Housing and Re-
development Officials (NAHRO).

Both organizations had recommended 
funding for HUD’s operating budget be 
set at nearly $5 billion; the actual amount 
authorized is about $1 billion below that 
request. The gap between recommended 
and actual funding amounts for HUD’s 
capital budget is even more pronounced. 
CLPHA and NAHRO had recommended 
capital funds of $4 billion and $5 billion, 
respectively — a reflection of the signifi-
cant need for capital improvements in the 
nation’s public-housing stock. The actual 
allotment is billions of dollars below the 
recommended amount.

HUD
continued from Page 1

Please see “emergency” on Page 4
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by Sven KoehLer

Seattle Housing Authority

The winds of change have been gusting 
through the Seattle Senior Housing Pro-
gram this fall. The different income veri-
fication and rent determination procedures 
resulting from the new federal public 
housing subsidy were completed by every 
resident. Within the last two months, the 
transformation of three additional senior 
buildings got underway, as construction 
projects kicked off at Olmsted Manor, 
Nelson Manor and Blakeley Manor.

Finally, a big change occurred in early 
November, when the well-loved senior 
property manager of the program, Judith 
Anderson, said farewell. She entered into 
retirement after being at the helm of the 
program for six years. 

Anderson’s career at the Seattle Hous-
ing Authority spanned over 20 years. This 
followed her previous career as a welder, 
working in Seattle’s shipyards. 

“I’d sometimes be hanging 50 feet in 
the air, working on ship hulls, but, as a 
single mom back then, I thought I’d better 
look into another line of work,” Anderson 
recalled about her decision to come to the 
agency. 

Here, Anderson soon found she ex-
celled at property management. Judi, as 

she was known to residents, also discov-
ered she loved working with people. 

“When I came out to the buildings, I 
was always delighted to talk with resi-
dents and share in your lives,” Anderson 
recounted in a farewell letter to residents 
of all her buildings.

As sad as it is to say farewell, the flip 
side is the chance to say welcome to An-
derson’s replacement, Bruce Garberding. 
Like Anderson, he also has more than 20 
years of experience with the Seattle Hous-
ing Authority. 

As the new head of the Seattle Senior 
Housing Program (SSHP), Garberding 
looks forward to returning to working 
with buildings such as Reunion House 
and Primeau Place, where he served as 
Property Manager about eight years ago. 
He left that position to become Senior 
Property Manager of all the agency’s Low 
Income Public Housing (LIPH) high-rises 
north of downtown Seattle. 

Since the program’s inception in the 
early 1980’s, the SSHP had to fund itself 
independently through the rent it received 
from residents and regular budget infu-
sions from the Seattle Housing Authority 
and the City of Seattle. With his depth of 
experience working with federal subsidies 

community notes

bake sale with an international 
flair at blakeley manor

The International Bakers of Blakeley 
Manor invite you to sample a world of 
tasty treats at its upcoming holiday bake 
sale. The sale begins at 10 a.m. Saturday, 
Dec. 10 at Blakeley Manor, located at 
2401 NE Blakeley St.

Residents of Blakeley Manor hail 
from places around the world, including 

Italy, Russia, Ukraine, the Philippines 
and South America. They’ll be preparing 
specialties from their home countries 
for sale to visitors. The goodies include 
hearty piroshky, crispy lumpia and a 
variety of Scandinavian holiday breads, 
among other delicacies.

The event is open to all. Proceeds 
from the bake sale will go directly to 
the Blakeley Manor Resident Council. 

Changes at the helm of the 
Seattle Senior Housing Program 

Photo by Sven KoehLer

Merna Soper, one of the original residents of Blakeley Manor, greets one of the 
newest members of the Seattle Senior Housing Program community, the new Senior 
Property Manager Bruce Garberding.  The two were checking out the construction 
information board after the resident meeting kicking off the exterior renewal project 
at the building on Nov. 22.

by Sven KoehLer

Seattle Housing Authority

A year ago residents of four Seattle Senior 
Housing Program (SSHP) communities 
learned that rumors of long-awaited construc-
tion to spruce up their buildings were finally 
coming true. The Seattle Housing Authority 
was awarded millions of dollars by the City 
of Seattle to fund exterior renewal projects.

Fast forward to a year later: Hammers are 
pounding, saws are cutting and scaffolding 
surrounds parts of three of these buildings 
(Nelson Manor, Olmsted Manor and Blake-
ley Manor). The schedule at the fourth, Bitter 
Lake Manor, is not yet final, but construction 
could begin there as soon as early 2012.

All four buildings are getting new win-
dows, new façades and several ventilation 
and energy saving upgrades. This plan fol-
lows in the footsteps of the renovations at 
Schwabacher House, Reunion House and 
Willis House that were completed in 2008 
and 2009. 

At this point, half of the old stucco exte-
riors of Nelson Manor and Olmsted Manor 
have been demolished by crews from Porter 
Construction, revealing some spots where 
wood structural members have been dam-
aged by years of water infiltration. Repairs 
are being made with replacement framing.

In addition to replacing wood studs, the 
buildings’ structure is being stiffened with 
the addition of new plywood sheeting where 
there was none before. Without the rigidity 
of the sheeting, the walls had tended to move 
a little bit, which was barely perceptible 
but enough to cause cracks in the seals of 
the old glass window panes. With cracked 
seals, the insulating gas between the glass 
panes disappears. With that, the windows 
lose their insulation value and begin to fog 
up in between the panes.

“The sheeting installation has involved a 
lot of hammering noises, but the guys are not 
at it all day and not every day. If it helps the 
building structure and solves some of those 
steamed up windows, it is worth it!” said 
Mary Jean Russell of Nelson Manor, who 
eagerly awaits the new windows. The new 

windows will be of high-quality reinforced 
vinyl, with double pane, high-efficiency 
insulating glass that should overcome those 
past problems.

Soon, new waterproofing will be applied 
to the exterior, complemented by good 
flashing details. This should stop leaks into 
the interiors that have plagued some units, 
especially those with corners that seem to 
face incoming rainstorms. Additional wall 
insulation will be installed to help lower 
energy usage at the buildings. In a month or 
so, the first residents will be able to look out 
of brand new windows.

Work at Blakeley Manor has just begun 
with a different contractor, Tatley-Grund, 
but the issues with this building’s skin and 
structure are expected to be similar. At the 
Nov. 22 kick-off meeting, residents met some 
of the contractor’s crew and learned about the 
plans for construction and the preliminary 
schedule. Scaffolding installation began Nov. 
28 and will continue through four phases, 
one every three to five weeks until the whole 
building is under wraps.

After the meeting, the residents and new 
Senior Property Manager Bruce Garberding 
joined the construction crew in a celebratory 
toast to the success of the project. An added 
attraction at the end of the meeting was a 
happy birthday sing-along for the longtime 
Resident Manager, Nancy Carpenter. Resi-
dents from almost half of the building’s 70 
apartments were represented, which shows a 
high level of interest in the building’s future. 

By next summer, what the future holds 
for the monotone bluish-grey exterior sid-
ing and stucco of Blakeley Manor is a more 
vibrant, contemporary façade. There will 
be cheerful accents of ochre-colored fiber 
cement panels, which is a very durable and 
moisture-resistant building material.

Resistance to moisture intrusion is a goal 
of the project that came into focus after an 
investigation by building consultants in 2007 
revealed water damage behind the siding of 
the narrow planters outside some of the up-
per level apartments. This type of condition 

The future unfolds at 
three SSHP properties

iMaGe courteSy of GGLo

A digital rendering shows what Blakeley Manor will look like following renovation 
efforts that have begun this year.

Please see “SSHP” on Page 4

Please see “Future” on Page 5
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in the LIPH world augmenting his previous 
work with SSHP, Garberding is in an excel-
lent position to lead the way forward as the 
program adjusts the changes brought about 
by receiving federal funding. 

But he says jokingly that perhaps his age 
was his most impressive qualification for 
filling Anderson’s shoes. 

“Being a senior myself, I am confident 
that I will be able to understand many of the 
issues we are all facing as we move into the 
future. I am honored to have the opportunity 
to lead this program,” Garberding said.

For the last few months, Garberding has 
had his foot in both worlds, as he covers re-
sponsibilities in both his old position and his 
new job during the transition. Nevertheless, 
during this time, he has been introducing 
himself to residents at meetings at every one 
of the 23 Senior Housing buildings.  

“I have always strived to work on a 
grassroots level with our residents, and 
I will continue to do so with the folks in 
SSHP,” he said. 

At Blakeley Manor recently, he had the 
chance to get to know not only residents, but 
a VIP guest, as well. The office of United 
States Senator Maria Cantwell called Gar-
berding late on Friday, Nov. 18, asking if 
Blakeley Manor would serve as the site for 
a press conference with the Senator just a 
day and a half later. 

Garberding had his hands full with ar-
rangements all weekend, but on Sunday, 

Nov. 20, the media’s spotlights focused on 
Blakeley Manor. Senator Cantwell stood in 
the building’s community room to present 
a statement about preserving federal utility 
assistance funding for seniors and other 
low-income residents of Seattle. Making 
sure the event went off without a hitch was 
an unexpected call of duty for Garberding 
on short notice, but he took it in stride as an 
important opportunity for the SSHP com-
munity to shine, and for residents to meet 
and talk with their Senator.

While this kind of dedication will be 
a boon to the Senior Housing program, 
Garberding’s service and expertise will 
be missed in his old job. Of his time at the 
helm of his LIPH portfolio, Garberding said, 
“I will miss my team more than anything. 
Any success I have had is owed so much to 
their tremendous support and willingness 
to let me lead for all these years. I will, of 
course, miss the wonderfully diverse group 
of residents who motivated me to do my best 
to make sure they have quality housing.”

Garberding’s focus on teamwork and 
service is reflected in his goal for his tenure 
at the helm of the Seattle Senior Housing 
Program. 

“I think the security of having a place to 
live where you feel safe is important for ev-
eryone, but I also think that is an even higher 
priority for seniors,” he said. “Surviving in 
these times of uncertainty is challenging to 
us all. I hope my team can bring a sense of 
trust that we are doing everything we can to 
provide the housing they need.”

Resident feedback of the non-smoking 
policy has been largely supportive, first 
indicated by a residential survey in April 
2011, which showed 71 percent of LIPH 
residents supporting a completely smoke-
free environment for all public housing. A 
small number of residents have opposed 
the policy, concerned that their personal 
rights are being infringed upon.

John Littel, Chair of the Seattle Hous-
ing Board of Commissioners, addressed 
the extensive process the agency and its 
board have taken on to ensure that a fair 
policy was drafted.

“This is a policy we have been consider-
ing for over a year. We have done exten-
sive outreach and community meetings 
and have had almost monthly conversa-
tions about it at our board briefings,” Littel 
said. “We have made several revisions to 
the policies as a result of feedback we 
have gotten. We will continue to follow 
the implementation of the policy and will 
take the issues brought up today very 
seriously.”

Due to numerous health studies indi-
cating the dangers of secondhand smoke 
— especially to children, the elderly, and 
people who are ill — the U.S. Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban Development 
(HUD) sent all public housing authorities 
a recommendation in 2009 that they make 
their buildings smoke-free. Approximately 
275 housing authorities across the U.S. 
have already implemented similar policies.

Julie Peterson, Senior Director of Pub-
lic Affairs at the Comprehensive Health 
Education Foundation, spoke of the 
overwhelming health data regarding the 
dangers of secondhand smoke.

“There is no safe level of secondhand 
smoke. The King County Board of Health 
is encouraging all rental housing organiza-
tions to make their apartments smoke-free. 
It is a trend that is happening nationally 
throughout the rental housing industry,” 
said Peterson. “We have found that the 
majority of residents — even smokers 
— support a no-smoking policy in their 
rentals.”

Seattle Housing provides homes for 
a variety of people, including seniors, 
people with health problems or disabilities, 
children and vulnerable population groups. 
Some suffer from heart and respiratory 
problems including emphysema, asthma, 
bronchitis and heart disease. Secondhand 
smoke in their environment often worsens 
their condition by intensifying symptoms.

The process of drafting the Non-Smok-
ing Policy involved examining policies 
from various regional housing authorities 
and receiving input from Public Health – 
Seattle & King County, as well as holding 
multiple meetings with agency staff, the 
Smoke-Free Housing Advisory Council 
and Seattle Housing residents.

Residents will be notified of the policy 
change and will be invited to community 
meetings to understand the policy, what is 
involved, and how to comply. Residents 
will also be required to sign a lease ad-
dendum.

Nonsmoking
continued from Page 1

SSHP
continued from Page 3

off? The best rule of thumb is to get out of the building 
using the stairs and head to your building’s designated 
“meeting location” (it may be the parking lot outside 
the main entry or a location across the street; check with 
your building’s management for the exact location).  
Do not gather in the lobby, since the Fire Department 
needs the space for their “command center” when they 
arrive — and they usually show up with more than one 
engine or ladder truck, since any building with more 
than four or five floors is considered a “high-rise.”  

What if you can’t use the stairs or it’s not safe to 
leave your place? (Is there smoke or fire in the hallway? 
Feel your door; if it’s hot, don’t open it!) If you’re in 
your apartment, remain there and put a towel under 
your door to keep any smoke from getting in. Call 
911 to report the fire emergency and where you are in 
the building, so firefighters can come and get you, if 
necessary. If you’re not in your apartment, head to a 
“safe area” such as a stairwell or a neighbor’s apart-
ment — you may also need to call 911 to report where 
you are, so firefighters will know and help you get out 
if needed.

If you do evacuate (either by yourself or with help 
from firefighters), you can expect to be out of your 
apartment at least two or three hours — sometimes 
up to three days or longer, depending on how much 
damage there is to the building and how long it takes 
for firefighters to extinguish it and clean up the mess. 

If you’re out of your apartment for two or three days, 
what can you expect?  Well, that depends, but usually 
the American Red Cross will work with folks who 
are unable to return to their homes after a fire or other 
emergency. They will work to help people find tempo-
rary shelter during this time, as will Seattle Housing.  

Metro may send a bus or two to the site of a fire or 
disaster, if they’re able to — and all of their buses can 
accommodate people with disabilities.

Emergency
continued from Page 2

by neiGhborhood houSe

High Point residents now have 
a new technology resource in 
their community with the open-
ing of the High Point Technology 
Center.

The new, mobile computer 
lab is based in the Neighborhood 
House High Point Center at 6400 
Sylvan Way SW.

The lab boasts 15 internet-
ready laptops that are free to use 
during open lab hours. Programs 
available on the lab’s computers 
include Microsoft Word, Pho-
toshop, Rosetta Stone language 
software, Mavis Beacon typing 
software and Nero CD and DVD 
burning software.

Lab attendants also offer one-
on-one job assistance.

“People can come in asking 
for help creating a résumé, cover 
letter or completing an online job 
application, because we know 
it’s very hard to even find a paper 
job application now,” said High 
Point Technology Center Coor-
dinator Kathryn McGhee.

The High Point Technology 
Center hosts open training pro-
grams on Fridays, including a 
Job Search Skills class from 11 
a.m. – 1:30 p.m. and a Computer 

101 class from 1:30 – 3:30 p.m. The Com-
puter 101 class also meets Saturdays from 
noon – 2 p.m. Those classes are free and 
open to all.

Open lab hours are from 10 a.m. – 3 p.m. 
Tuesdays, from 9 – 11 a.m. Fridays and from 
11 a.m. – 5 p.m. Saturdays. Youth open lab 
hours are from 3:30 – 5 p.m. Fridays.

The Technology Center is also home 
to two closed programs: the South Seattle 

Community College’s ESL class meets in 
the center twice a week, and the High Point 
Youth Access Corps meets Thursdays.

The center is closed a number of days 
during the holiday season in December: Sat-
urday, Dec. 10; Saturday, Dec. 24 through 
Tuesday, Dec. 27 and Saturday, Dec. 31.

For more information, contact McGhee 
at kathrynm@nhwa.org.

New technology center opens at 
Neighborhood House High Point Center
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by Scott freuteL

Seattle Housing Authority

If there’s a more pleasant place to grab 
a bite and talk with friends than the just-
opened Bananas Grill, in the Tamarack 
Place building at Rainier Vista, it’s hard to 
bring it to mind.

Many people, friends and neighbors, 
came by to wish the owners well at the 
restaurant’s Grand Opening on Nov. 11. 
They were made welcome by members of 
the family who dreamed up, created and 
staff the place — Farah Ismael and his wife, 
Amina, and their daughters Irkan Ismail 
and Fay Guled. (Guled is a nursing student 
at Seattle University, and her husband is a 
pharmacist.) 

One of the Ismael grandchildren buses 
tables after school. All are exceptionally 
cordial, friendly and welcoming.

Bananas Grill is bright and spacious. As 
befits its name, the restaurant is painted 
yellow with gold and ochre accents. Chan-
deliers and big windows provide abundant 
light. 

Most of the windows look out over a 
colorful playground; others allow custom-
ers to sit at a counter and observe goings-on 
on Martin Luther King, Jr. Way. There are 
sixteen tables.

The Bananas Grill menu is largely 

Middle Eastern and Mediterranean: falafels 
and gyros and roasted chicken and baklava 
and other Middle Eastern specialties. But 
it also serves such standard American fare 
as hamburgers, popular with kids en route 
to or from the next-door Boys and Girls 
Club and with construction workers build-
ing homes nearby. Soft drinks and espresso 
are served.

Farah and Amina hail from Somalia, and 
they’ve made a point of seeing to it that 
everything served in Bananas Grill is halal.

Farah Ismael is 53-years-old and has 
lived in the United States for 12 years. He 
and his wife live on nearby Beacon Hill. 
He’s a retired petroleum engineer. 

Asked on the day of the Grand Opening 
why he wanted to start a restaurant, a busi-
ness that he must know will keep him at 

least as busy as he was when he was work-
ing as an engineer, he said he and his family 
wanted to create “a special place where we 
could work together” while providing the 
community with fresh, healthy, inexpensive 
cooked-to-order food.

“We want to give the community a place 
of enjoyment with delicious meals and 
friendly service,” Ismael added before urg-
ing a reporter to tell readers of The Voice 
to come give Bananas Grill a try.

Tamarack Place welcomes 
a one-of-a-kind restaurant

Photo by Scott freuteL

Farah Ismael, left, co-owner of the just-opened Bananas Grill, in Tamarack Place, with 
cook Waleed, await their first customers of the day.

Bananas Grill is at 4626 Martin Lu-
ther King, Jr. Way S. — it’s the business 
at the north end of the Tamarack Build-
ing. Hours are 11 a.m. until 9 p.m. every 
day of the week. The telephone number 
— the number to call to place a to-go 
order for pickup — is 206-420-4839.

At present the restaurant provides 
dining in and take-out. Plans are in the 
works to offer catering services and, 
maybe, delivery.

by SeattLe univerSity nurSinG 
ProGraM

Seattle University nursing students 
held a Winter Preparedness fair at the 
Neighborhood House Rainier Vista 
Center on Thursday, Nov. 10. The event 
kicked off with a raffle of three full-
sized emergency kits for residents. Free 
emergency kits for the first 50 families in 
attendance were also distributed.  

Event topics covered how to prepare 
your house and car for the upcoming 

winter.  Residents learned how to check 
tire pressure, inspect windshield wipers 
and check car tire treads. 

Residents also learned how to prepare 
their home for winter storms: Keep extra 
blankets in event of power loss, install 
pipe covers so pipes don’t freeze and have 
extra batteries available for flashlights 
in case power is interrupted.  Also, do 
not use gas or charcoal grills or portable 
camping stoves inside your home — 
these should only be used outdoors.  And 
do not sit in your car waiting for it to heat 

up for a long period of time, due to carbon 
monoxide dangers.   

The Seattle Fire Department, Neigh-
borCare Health, the American Red Cross, 
Seattle Housing Authority and Neighbor-
hood House partnered in this event to help 
inform the community about important 
weather preparation techniques. About 
85 residents attended. This fair was a 
fun way for the community to come 
together and prepare for the upcoming 
chilly weather.

Rainier Vista residents gear up for winter 
with preparedness fair

Photo courteSy of neiGhborhood houSe

Rainier Vista residents access winter safety and preparedness information from a variety of providers during an event at the 
Neighborhood House Rainier Vista Center.

made repairs necessary in the past, and would 
lead to damage in units below the planter if 
left unchecked. 

Following the adage that an ounce of pre-
vention is worth a pound of cure, the decision 
was made not to replace the planters when 
the new exterior is installed.  Though their 
loss is not popular with some residents, these 
planters represent a high potential for water 
intrusion into the building, exactly the prob-
lem that plagues the building now, explained 
Brent Palmason, Project Manager from 
Seattle Housing Authority for the project.

One requirement of the funding that will 
pay for the renovation is that the project 
earns points for environmental sustainability. 
Streamlining the buildings’ exteriors without 
the planters made long-term sense to reduce 
future maintenance issues and assure the 
building’s durability. As the project’s build-
ing consultant Micheal Aoki-Kramer of RDH 
put it, “A durable building is a sustainable 
building, and the way to keep a building 
durable is to manage water well.”  

Merna Soper had special reason to be in-
trigued by the building’s new look. She was 
a shopkeeper in nearby University Village 
and lived right across the street when Blake-
ley Manor was first being built in 1984. “I 
thought, that looks like a nice place, I should 
live there,” Soper recounted. 

Soper and a neighbor moved in when 
the building opened. Now, she is the only 
original resident remaining at the building. 
“I’m ready to see what’s in store next for my 
building,” she said as she checked out the 
renderings of what Blakely Manor will look 
like in its next incarnation. 

Future
continued from Page 3
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by aPriL yee

NewHolly Community Building Intern

Forty-five members of the NewHolly 
community gathered for the NewHolly 
Safety Fair on Tuesday, Nov. 15. Local 
resident Carrie Lawshe initiated and coor-
dinated the event, which proved to be both 
fun and informative for all who attended. 

Seattle police officers Mark Solomon and 
JoJo Cambronero presented helpful tips on 
home and community safety, performing 
skits of a burglary in progress and how the 
SPD would respond to an anonymous tip. 
They also answered residents’ questions 
about reporting crimes and promoting safe 
communities.

Above all, the officers emphasized the 
importance of “knowing your neighbors.” 
When you know your neighbors, it’s easier 
to identify trespassers in the community 
perpetrating crimes, Solomon and Cambro-
nero explained. 

Community leaders promoted neighbor-
hood gatherings like block parties, bar-
becues and safety walks as ways to meet 
each other. 

Allan Davis of the Seattle Neighborhood 
Group offered tips about automobile safety. 
A majority of car thefts, he explained, are 
“crimes of opportunity.” This occurs when 
the owner of the vehicle gives the thief easy 
access to the car by keeping windows open 
or doors unlocked, or leaving valuables in 
plain sight. Preventative measures can go 
a long way in preventing car theft, Davis 
explained. 

At the end of the night, each attendee 
received a free car club, courtesy of a $700 
mini-grant that was approved by voting 
residents of NewHolly at one of the quar-
terly NewHolly Neighborhood Nights. The 
next opportunity to apply for a community 
project mini-grant will be the upcoming 
Jan. 6 Neighborhood Night and New Year 
Potluck (see ad on this page).

Photo by Joy brynGeLSon

Neighborhood leaders show appreciation for security staff and local SPD. (Left to right 
from back: Mark Solomon, Erik White, George Lee, JoJo Cambronero; Feliz Sanchez, 
Ann Alouch, Rahma Jama, Daphne Schneider.)

NewHolly safety fair a success

by Joy brynGeLSon

Seattle Housing Authority

Rang Phan has been an ad-
vocate and leader in NewHolly 
and the Vietnamese community 
in Seattle since moving here in 
1991. When he heard about the 
City of Seattle’s Race & Social 
Justice Initiative and the com-
munity forum on Nov. 12 at 
the Rainier Community Center, 
he wanted to attend to find out 
more about what the initiative 
actually does for the Vietnamese 
community and the multicultural 
neighborhood of NewHolly .

With help of interpretation 
provided by Linh Thach, Asian 
Community Liaison from the 
Seattle Police Department, Phan 
participated in the half-day 
workshop and shared his ideas 
during the community input 
sessions. When asked about his 
priorities for the city, he said 
“We need jobs for low-income 
residents of Seattle. That is the most important thing right now.” 

Phan is planning on bringing the information he gathered at the forum back to his 
community and encouraging more people to get involved in discussions and projects 
that can end racism towards the Vietnamese community and other communities of color. 

NewHolly resident and advocate 
for local Vietnamese community 
participates in social justice summit

Photo by Joy brynGeLSon

Rang Phan with Julie Nelson, Director of the 
Office of Civil Rights at the City’s Race and Social 
Justice Initiative Community Forum at Rainier 
Community Center. 

Jr. Way from NewHolly.
The mayor described the grant award 

as an opportunity to help “widen the circle 
of prosperity” for people who live or work 
along the Link Light Rail line in the Rainier 
Valley. 

“This grant will help us support a diverse 
community in the Rainier Valley,” McGinn 
said. “With it, we can help protect existing 
businesses and residents in the neighbor-
hood as we work to fulfill the promise of 
the light rail.”

McGinn also noted that most of the busi-
nesses along that corridor are locally owned 
by Rainier Valley residents, making it a 
particularly unique and valuable business 
district for the city. City Councilmember 
Nick Licata added, “This is about making 
government real, improving real people’s 
lives.”

The city will put the grant money to 
use by: 

• securing key development sites along 
the light-rail corridor in the Rainier Valley 
to promote more mixed-use, transit-oriented 
development; 

• creating a strategy to stabilize existing 
business and to grow new business oppor-
tunities in the Othello neighborhood; and 

• planning the development of a multi-
cultural community center that will help 

strengthen the cultural and ethnic diversity 
of the area.

The grant is part of HUD’s Sustainable 
Communities Program, which was de-
signed to foster planning for more livable, 
sustainable communities — places where 
transportation, housing and commercial 
development investments are coordinated 
to better serve the people living in those 
communities. 

In Nov. 2010, the Puget Sound Regional 
Council, an 18-organization consortium 
in which Seattle Housing Authority par-
ticipates, was awarded $5 million from the 
same program to help shape the region’s 
urban form and ensure that transportation 
improvements support sustainable develop-
ment and foster vibrant, healthy neighbor-
hoods for all.

The planning of the multicultural com-
munity center is expected to last 18 months 
and will identify an appropriate building 
site and help determine what services and 
amenities it would need to best serve the 
surrounding community.

Abdurahman Jama, Executive Direc-
tor of East African Community Services, 
reminded the crowd attending the event 
that 98118 is the most diverse ZIP code in 
the nation. 

“It is very, very important to have a 
multicultural service center in this neighbor-
hood,” Jama said.

Funding
continued from Page 1



by voice Staff

In what is a holiday tradition, members of 
Yesler Terrace’s senior community came together  
for a Thanksgiving luncheon Nov. 18 at the Yesler 
Community Center.

The annual event provides food, fun and enter-
tainment for Yesler’s elders.

This year’s event included a special guest: 
Belete Shiferaw, who owns Kokeb Restaurant 
with his wife Yeshi Shiferaw. Kokeb Restaurant 
donated much of the food that was served at the 
luncheon.

Shiferaw spoke of his experience in immigrat-
ing to the United States with his wife, Yeshi. 

“We had nothing when we came here - actu-
ally, we lost our luggage on the trip,” he said.

Given a few hundred dollars to settle in a 
new country, they eventually established Kokeb 
Restaurant in 1982. The couple had two children 
born in the U.S. - daughter Askale is currently 
enrolled in dental school; son Paulos is a UW 
student and former member of the U.S. National 
Junior Hockey program.

“I have a lot of reasons to say ‘Thank you,’” 
Shiferaw said. “This is a way to express my grati-
tude and appreciation.”

Volunteers from Seattle University served more 

than 100 meals to the guests in attendance.
Sponsors of the Yesler Thanksgiving Lun-

cheon, in addition to Kokeb Restaurant, included 
Bon Appetit Food Services, QFC, Seattle Univer-
sity and Neighborhood House.
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by SeattLe houSinG authority Staff

Seattle Housing Authority was notified 
in September that a $10.3 million Choice 
Neighborhoods grant from HUD has been 
awarded to begin redeveloment of Yesler 
Terrace. While this is less than the $27.1 
million that the housing authority applied 
for, it is being supplemented with 60 new 
Housing Choice Vouchers worth approxi-
mately $560,000 per year in additional 
subsidy for the project. The addition of the 
60 vouchers is critical to making it possible 
for the housing authority to reach its goals of 
building new housing east of Boren.

The long-term plan is to focus on expand-
ing housing for all income levels throughout 
the Choice Neighborhoods area. Now there 
are just over 1,000 units of housing in the 
neighborhood, mostly low-income. The 
vision is to expand to nearly 6,500 units, 
serving a mix of renters throughout the 
neighborhood, with a total of nearly 2,000 
serving households with incomes below 80 
percent of area median income.

The first phase of redevelopment will 
add a total of 218 units to the area east of 
Boren. Seattle Housing Authority will build 
100 of these units at a new development at 
1111 East Fir St. The housing authority will 
also rehab the vacant Baldwin Apartments 
at 14th Avenue and East Fir to create 18 
one-bedroom apartments. 

Of these housing authority units, 98 
will be replacements for public housing 
units currently existing at Yesler Terrace. A 
market-rate housing developer will build a 
100-unit building at 12th and Yesler that will 
also include 5,000 square feet of neighbor-
hood retail.

In order to help the people in the neigh-
borhood thrive, a coalition of partners will 

use $1.5 million of the Choice Neighbor-
hoods grant to coordinate a comprehensive 
approach to education in order to improve 
the academic success of Yesler’s children 
and youth. The driving vision for these 
services is that every child will receive a 
high-quality education leading to college 
or living wage work.

Seattle University will oversee a “cradle-
to-college” pipeline of educational support 
services based on the Harlem Children’s 
Zone model. Seattle Public Schools and 
other educational entities are key partners. 
This approach will make it possible for 
low-income children in the neighborhood 
to have access to a range of programs from 
early learning (e.g. Head Start) and tutoring 
to mentoring aimed at helping students enter 
college and receive scholarships.

The vision for the Neighborhood com-
ponent is to transform the Yesler Neighbor-
hood into a diverse, connected, safe and 
sustainable neighborhood of choice for 
people of all backgrounds and incomes, 
adjacent to downtown and major regional 
employers, for the benefit of the entire city.

This component will focus on the com-
munity infrastructure and amenities that 
are needed to create a truly viable mixed-
income neighborhood. Choice Neighbor-
hood grant funding of $1.5 million will 
leverage other funds to create a pedestrian 
hillclimb connecting Yesler Terrace to the 
Little Saigon neighborhood along the 10th 
Ave. S. right of way. 

Horiuchi Park, located off Boren Avenue, 
will be converted with help from the City 
of Seattle into community garden space. 
Finally, the retail space at 12th and Yesler 
will be subsidized to make lease rates af-
fordable to small neighborhood businesses.

Choice Neighborhoods grant will fund housing, 
neighborhood improvements and education access

Photo by tyLer rouSh

Guests at the Yesler Terrace Thanksgiving Luncheon line up for food served 
by volunteers from Seattle University.

Yesler seniors gather for 
annual Thanksgiving luncheon

Photo by tyLer rouSh

Belete Shiferaw, who owns Kokeb Restaurant 
along with his wife Yeshi Shiferaw, speaks 
during the luncheon. Kokeb Restaurant, an 
Ethiopian restaurant in Seattle, donated some of 
the food for the luncheon.

by tyLer rouSh

The Voice editor

With cuts to the Seattle Parks and Rec-
reation Department upcoming in 2012, 
community centers like the one at Yesler 
Terrace are on uncertain footing. Changes 
to programming offered may be forthcom-
ing at many community centers, which 
will see their weekly hours reduced on 
average by 12 percent.

What is known is that the Yesler Com-
munity Center will be open to the public 
for 45 hours per week beginning in 2012. 
Last month, Parks and Recreation staff met 
with members of the Yesler Terrace com-
munity to discuss programming priorities 
for the center.

Kristin O’Donnell, longtime Yesler 
resident and president of the neighbor-
hood’s community council, said that the 
community center’s service base is the 
youth that live in the community. Many 
teens and young people visit the center 
on a daily basis.

“Programs for school-age kids oughta 
be the last programs standing,” she said.

Keisha Cannon, Assistant Coordinator 
at the Yesler Community Center, echoed 
that sentiment.

“I think we all agree that youth are 
numero uno here,” she said.

It’s also important that existing pro-
grams for seniors don’t lose momentum, 
said Judi Carter, Seattle Housing’s Prop-
erty Manager at Yesler. Such programs 
have obvious and dramatic health benefits 
for seniors, but can only be successful if 

given stability.
“We are getting these people out of 

their homes and improving their lives,” 
Carter said.

Michael Neguse, of the Seattle Neigh-
borhood Group, added that adult pro-
grams, such as a community kitchen 
program that has drawn East African men 
and women, have had the power to tear 
down cultural barriers.

“Most East African men, they don’t go 
into the kitchen to cook,” Neguse said. 
“But now, we are teaching them … and 
they really like it.”

Increasing volunteer hours at the center 
is one way to protect as many programs as 
possible, Cannon said.

“Volunteers are huge … especially for 
programs,” she said. “If you have volun-
teers, it keeps the costs way, way down.”

While the parks department will be 
working to preserve as much of the pro-
gramming at the Yesler Community Center 
as possible, they’ll be doing so without 
Cannon. As part of the reorganization, 
Cannon will be relocated to another site.

Community members lamented the loss 
of Cannon, who had been at the center for 
more than a year. But Carter added that 
change always brings new faces to fill 
older roles.

“Every time somebody new comes, they 
make it their own and they bring a new 
flavor,” Carter said.

For more information about the reorga-
nization of the parks’ community center 
system, visit www.seattle.gov/parks/
centers/operations.htm.

Community members talk priorities as parks 
department prepares to cut back center hours

Please recycle me
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በዴሴምበር ወር በSR 520 
ድልድይ የኤሌክትሮኒክ ክፍያ 
ይጀምራል፡፡

በዋሽንግተን ሌክ ዙሪያ የሚገኘው 
የስቴት መንገድ 520 ድልድይ 
ማስከፈል በዚህ ወር ይጀምራል፡፡ 
ሾፌሮች የሆኑ የሆኑ ሁሉ “Good To 
Go!” የተባለውን እድል በመጠቀም 
በጣም ርካሽ የሆነውን የማለፊያ 
ፈቃድ በመግዛት ወይም አካውንት 
መክፈት ይችላሉ፡፡ የተወሰነ ገቢ 
ያላቸው ግለሰቦች ከዚህ በተጨማሪ 
የሚሰጠውን የSR 520 አውቶቡስ 
አገልግሎት መጠቀም ይችላሉ፡፡

ይህ SR 520 ድልድይ በዋሽንግተን 
ስቴት ይህን የኤሌክትሮኒክ 
አከፋፈል ሲጠቀም የመጀመሪያው 
ይሆናል፡፡  ገነዘብ ለመሰብሰብ 
ከሚያስፈልገው የመክፈያ ቡዝ 
ይልቅ የህ የኤሌክትሮኒክ የማለፊያ 
ክፍያ አገልግሎት “Good To Go!”  
በተባለው  ወይም የመኪናን ሰሌዳውን 
በሚያነሳ የፎቶ ሲስተም በመጠቀም 
ወዲያውኑ በአድራሻዎ ክፍያውን 
ለመኪናው ባለቤት ይላክልዎታል፡
፡ የማለፊያ ክፍያ በስሜን ወይም 
በደቡብ  አቅጣጫ በሚገኘው 
የድልድይ መንገዶች ይሰበሰባል፡፡ 
የክፍያው መጠን እንደጊዜው ሁኔታ 

ይለያያል፡፡ ተጓዥ በሚበዛበት ሰዓት 
ክፍያው ይጨምራል፡፡ በሳምንቱ 
መጨረሻ ሲቀንስ ማታ ደግሞ ነፃ 
ነው፡፡ ክፍያው ከ $1,60 እስከ $3.50 
በሳምንት ውስጥ ሲሆን ለ“Good To 
Go!”  ደምበኞች ደግሞ ይቀንሳል፡፡ 
መኪና የሚነዱ አካውንት የሌላቸው 
በየጊዜው ለሚያደርጉት ጉዞ ክፍያው  
$1.50  ይሆናል፡፡  

ማንኛውም ሰው በኢንተርነት 
በ h t t p : / / g o o d t o g o 5 2 0 . o r g 
አካውንት መክፈት ይችላሉ ወይም 
በቴሌፎን  በ 1-866-936-8246 
መደወል ወይም  ከአገልግሎት 
ሰጪ ማዕከል ማግኘት ይችላሉ፡፡ 
ለባለጉዳዮች የሚሰጠው የአገልግሎት 
ሰጪ ማዕከል የሚገኘው በዩንበርስቲ 
ኦፍ ዋሽንግተን በ4554 9th Ave 
NE ነው፡፡

አካውንት ሲከፍቱ የ$30 ዶላር 
ተቀማጭ ገንዘብ ያስፈልጋል፡
፡ ምንም አይነት ባንክ አካውንት 
ወይም ክሬዲት ካርድ የሌላቸው 
“Good to Go!” የተባለውን 
አካውንት በጥሬ ገንዘብ መግዛት 
ወይም ደግሞ ለኤሌክትሮኒክ ክፍያ 
የElectronic Benefits Trans-
fer (EBT) ካርዳቸውን መጠቀም 
ይችላሉ፡፡

ወርሒ ታሕሳስ ናይ ስተይት ራውት 
520 ብሪጅ (SR 520 Bridge) ቀረጽ 
ብኤልክትሮኒክ ከኽፍል ኪጅምርዩ

ብስተይት ራውት 520 ብሪጅ ለይኽ 
ዋሽንግተን ንምስጋር ኣብዚ ወርሒ 
እዚ ቀርጽ ምኽፋል ክጅመርዩ። 
አካውንት ብምኽፋት “Good To 
Go!” ዝብል ናይ ይሕለፍ ፍቓድ 
ዘለዎም መራሕቲ መካይን ዝሓሰረ 
ቀረጽ ብምኽፋል ተጠቀምቲ ኪኾኑ 
እዮም። እቶም ትሑት ኣታዊ ዘለዎም 
ሰባት ኸኣ ኣብቲ ብርጅ SR 520  
ብዝተመደባ ተወሰኽቲ ኣውቶቡሳት 
ኪግልገሉ ይተባባዑ። 

ኣብ ዋሽንግተን እስተይት SR 
520  ቀርጽ ምሉእ ብምሉእ 
ብኤሎትሮኒክስ ዘኽፍል ቀዳማይ 
ብሪጅ ኪኸውንዩ። ኣብ ጎደና ኬላ 
ምግባር ተሪፉ። ተሽከርከርቲ ኣብቲ 
ጎደና ግቡእ ፍጥነተን ሓልየን 
እናተጓዕዛ ከለዋ ዝግብኤን ቀረጽ ካብ 
“Good to Go!”  ፍቃድ ኣካውንት 
ብኤለክትሮኒክ ከምዝኽፈል ይግበር። 
ኣካውንት ዘይከፈቱ መራሕቲ መካይን 
ድማ ቁጽሪ ሰሌድ ናይ ተሽከርከርቲ 
ተሳኢሉ ክኽፈል ዝግብኦ ቀረጽ 
ብመይል ናብ ገዛ ሕጋዊ ዋና ንብረት 
ይለኣኽ። ቀርጽ ምኽፋል ኣብቲ 
ብሪጅ ብወገን ሰሜን ኮነ ብወገን 
ደቡብ ንዝንቀሳቀስ ተሽከርከርቲ 

ኩለን  እዩ ዝምልከት። መጠን ናይቲ 
ዝኽፈል ቀረጽ  ብሰዓታት ናይ 
መዓልቲ ዝተፈላለየ እዩ። እዚ ድማ 
ብዙሕ ምንቅስቃስ ኣብ ዘለዎ ሰዓታት 
መዓልቲ መጥን ክፍሊት ይውስኽ፣ 
ኣብ መጨርሻ ሰሙን መጠን ክፍሊት 
ይንኪ፣ ለይቲ ድማ ብነጻ ይኸውን። 

ኣካውንት ዘለዎም መራሕቲ 
መካይን ኣብ ውሽጢ ሰዓታት ስራሕ 
ካብ $1.60 ክሳብ  $3.50 እዮም 
ዝኸፍሉ። ኣካውንት ዘይቢሎም 
መራሕቲ መካይን ግና $1.50 
ብተወሳኺ ይኸፍሉ። ኣካውንት 
ኦንላይን ኣብ http://goodtogo520.
org, ምኽፋት ይከኣል፣ ወይ ተሌፎን 
ኣብ 1-866-936-8246 ብምድዋል 
ምኽፋት ይከኣል።  ወይውን ናብ 
ማእከል ዓማዊል ብምኻድ  ኣካውንት 
ምኽፋት ይከኣልዩ። ናይ ስያትል 
ማእከል ክፍሊ ዓማዊል ኣብ 
ዩኒቨርሲቲ ዲስትሪክት እዩ ዝርከብ። 
ኣድራሽኡ ድማ 4554 9th Avenue 
NE እዩ።

ኣካውንት ምስ ከፈትኩም 
እንተወሓደ $30 ዲፖዚት ምግባር 
የድሊ። ናይ ባንክ ኣካውንት ወይ 
ክረዲት ካርድ ዘለዎ ሰብ ግና ብካሽ 
ወይ ብ ኤክሎክተርክ ሲስተም 
ከምዝኽፈል ኪገብርዎ ይኽእል 
እዮም።

Электронное взымание пошлины за проезд по 
мосту SR 520 начинается в декабре

В этом месяце начинается взымание пошлины 
за проезд по мосту через озеро Вашингтон на 
штатной дороге 520. Водители могут платить 
самые низкие пошлины, получив пропуск “Good 
To Go!” и открыв счёт. Те, у кого лимитированный 
доход, могут воспользоваться дополнительным 
автобусным маршрутом на 520 дороге.

Мост на 520 дороге станет первым в штате 
мостом с электронным взыманием пошлины. 
Вместо кабин по взыманию пошлины, полностью 
электронизированная система  будет взымать 
пошлину на полном ходу, считывая информацию 
с пропусков “Good To Go!”или с номерных 
знаков машины, информация автоматически  
генерируется в счёт, который будет высылаться на 
адрес зарегистрированного  владельца автомобиля. 
Пошлина будет взыматься в обоих направлениях 

дороги, проходящей по мосту. Размеры пошлины 
будут разными в зависимости от времени дня –
самыми высокими в часы пик, меньше в выходные 
дни и бесплатный проезд ночью. Для тех, кто откроет 
счёт “Good To Go!” пошлина будет варьироваться 
в зависимости от времени дня от $1.50 до $3.50 в 
рабочие дни. Водители без этого пропуска будут 
платить в среднем на $1.50 больше за проезд.

Любой может открыть счёт онлайн на вебсайте 
http://goodtogo520.org или по телефону 1-866-936-
8246, также в центре по обслуживанию. Центр об-
служивания Сиэтла находится в Университетском 
районе по адресу 4554 9th Avenue NE.

При открытии счета требуемый минимальный 
взнос $30. Люди, у которых нет банковского 
счёта или кредитной карточки могут открыть счет 
“Good To Go!” за наличные или платить пошлину, 
используя карточки элетронного начисления 
бенефитов (Electronic Benefits Transfer – EBT).

VÀO THÁNG 12, CẦU XA LỘ 520 
BẮT ĐẦU THU LỆ PHÍ QUA HỆ THỐNG 

ĐIỆN TỬ
Việc thu lệ phí khi qua cầu xa lộ 520 băng 

ngang hồ Lake Washington sẽ bắt đầu trong tháng 
này. Những người lái xe có thể lợi dụng mức phí 
rẻ nhất bằng cách mua thẻ “Good To Go, và mở 
trương mục.

Những người có mức lợi tức thấp, được khuyên 
nên dùng xe búyt, có tăng thêm chuyến cho cầu 
xa lộ 520.

Cầu xa lộ 520 là cầu đầu tiên trong tiểu bang sẽ 
dùng hệ thống điện tử để thu phí. Thay vì mở các 
trạm thu phí để thâu tiền mặt, thì hệ thống điện tử 
sẽ thu lệ phí khi xe di chuyển vận tốc trên xa lộ 
qua các thẻ Good To Go, hoặc hệ thống nhận dạng 
bảng số xe, từ đó máy in ra hóa đơn gửi về cho chủ 
xe. Lệ phí sẽ được thu cả hai chiều xe trên cầu.

Mức lệ phí thay đổi theo giờ trong ngày- mức 
phí cao nhất trong giờ cao điểm, và có mức thấp 

hơn cho ngày cuối tuần và miễn phí trong các 
giờ giữa đêm. Mức lệ phí từ $1.60 đến $3.50 cho 
các ngày trong tuần đối với các thẻ Good To Go. 
Những xe không có thẻ trương mục, thì phải trả 
thêm $1.50 cho mỗi chuyến đi.

Dân chúng có thể mở trương mục trên trang 
mạng http://goodtogo520.org, hoặc gọi cho số 
điện thọai 1-866-936-8246, hoặc ở các trung tâm 
phục vụ khách hàng. Ở Seattle, thì trung tâm phục 
vụ khác hàng ở khu University District , địa chỉ 
4554 đuờng 9 th Ave NE

Khi mở trương mục , phải đóng vào ít nhất là 
$30. Người không có trương mục trong ngân hàng, 
hoặc thẻ tín dụng, thì có thể mua thẻ Good To Go 
với tiền mặt hoặc có thể trả lệ phí bằng cách dùng 
thẻ EBT.

no Somali translation
The Voice did not receive a Somali translation this 

month. We apologize for the inconvenience.
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