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By Voice staff

With a lack of money to make our month-
ly budget, everyone needs to know where 
to go to find some help in this time of great 
need. There is a wonderful resource avail-
able to Washington State residents called 
2-1-1. The King County 2-1-1 Community 
Resource Online (CRO) is one of the most 
up-to-date and comprehensive databases of 
health and human services in King County. 

Simply call 1-800-621-4636 or 206-
461-3200, or visit www.211kingcounty.

org to learn about available resources for 
individuals and families in need.

If you find you need help putting together 
a holiday dinner, you can always go to a 
local food bank.

Note: Some food banks serve residents 
only within a limited geographic radius or 
within certain ZIP codes. If you are un-
sure, please call ahead to make sure you’re 
eligible.

Food Banks in Seattle
Northwest Harvest’s Cherry Street 

Food Bank
Located at 711 Cherry Street, it is 

open Monday and Wednesday from 9 a.m. 
– 5:30 p.m.  and Friday from 9 a.m. – 5 p.m. 
for full service. Thursdays from 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m. are Baby Day for children 5 and under 
and their families. The food bank is closed 
on Dec. 25. Call 206-625-0755. Accessible 

by Metro routes 3 and 4. 

Downtown Food Bank 
Located at 1531 Western Ave. Open to 

ages 55+ from 10 a.m. – 1 p.m. Tuesdays 
and for the general public from 10am – 1 
p.m. Thursdays. 

Call 206-626-6462. Accessible by Metro 
routes 2, 4, 7, 13, 14 and 36. 

The Family Works Food Bank
Located at 1501 N. 45th St. Open noon 

– 2 p.m. Tuesdays, 3 – 7 p.m. Thursdays, 
11 a.m. – 1 p.m. Fridays and the third Sat-
urday of each month from 10 a.m. – noon. 
Serves residents of the 98103, 98107, 98115 
and 98133 ZIP codes. First-time customers 
are asked to bring a photo ID and proof of 
address. Call 206-694-6723. Accessible by 
Metro routes 16 and 44.

Lake City Food Bank 
Located at 12736 33rd Ave. N.E., it is 

open for seniors and disabled from 9:30 
– 11 a.m. Saturdays and for the general 
public 11 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. Saturdays, 10 
a.m. – 1 p.m. Wednesdays and 4:30 – 6:30 
p.m. Thursdays.

The food bank will host special extended 
hours for the holidays: 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. 
Wednesday, Dec. 19; 4 – 7:30 p.m. Thurs-
day, Dec. 20; 9:30 – 11 a.m. Saturday, Dec. 
22 (for seniors and disabled) and 11 a.m. 
– 1:30 p.m. for all clients; 10 a.m. – 1 p.m. 
and 4:30 – 6:30 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 28. The 
food bank is closed Tuesday, Dec. 25 and 
Wednesday, Dec. 26.

Call 206-367-3477. Accessible by Metro 
routes 41, 64, 65, 72, 75, 79, 243, 306, 307, 
312, 372 and 522.

Holiday food resources are available near you
Food banks in Seattle, 
King County provide 
year-round services to 
those in need

Please see “Food” on Page 3

on Black Friday, taking a 
stand for workers’ rights

Photo By Joe solorio

A protester at the Wal-Mart location in Renton holds a sign critical of the retailer’s 
labor practices. The demonstration on Nov. 23 - better known to holiday shoppers as 
Black Friday - was organized by the Puget Sound coalition Making Change at Wal-
Mart. Similar demonstrations by labor unions and supporters were held at Wal-Mart 
locations throughout Washington state and around the country.

By tyler roush

The Voice editor

Voters in Washington last month ap-
proved laws legalizing same-sex marriage 
and the recreational use of marijuana. 
Both laws take effect Dec. 6.

To better understand how these new 
laws will be applied in Washington, The 
Voice presents this guide.

marriage equality arrives
For supporters of same-sex marriage, 

Nov. 6 was a very good day. On Election 
Day 2012, voters in Maine, Maryland and 
Washington made history, as their states 
became the first in U.S. history to approve 
same-sex marriage laws by popular vote. 
(At the same time, voters in Minnesota 
struck down an amendment to the state 
constitution that would deny marriage 
rights to same-sex couples.)

On Dec. 6, Washington’s same-sex 
marriage law will officially go on the 
books, the final step for a law approved 
by the state legislature and signed by Gov. 
Chris Gregoire in February. But same-sex 
couples wishing to marry will have to wait 
just a few days longer to say “I do.” Our 
state has a three-day waiting period before 

a marriage license is issued, meaning that 
couples who apply for their marriage cer-
tificates on Dec. 6 can officially say their 
vows Dec. 9.

Referendum 74, which establishes 
marriage rights for same-sex couples, 
passed in Washington with 53.7 percent 
of the vote.

Under Washington’s domestic-part-
nership law, same-sex couples had been 
allowed to enter into domestic partner-
ships, which granted some of the benefits 
that come with marriage. Under the new 
law, most domestic partnerships that 
are not dissolved will automatically be 
converted to marriages on June 30, 2014. 
Domestic partnerships would be preserved 
for couples where at least one partner is 
age 62 or over.

Same-sex couples who marry will still 
not be eligible for federal benefits because 
of the 1996 federal Defense of Marriage 
Act (DOMA), which prohibits the federal 
government from recognizing same-sex 
unions. However, the U.S. Supreme Court 
is expected to review DOMA in the com-
ing months. Two lower courts have already 
overturned DOMA in separate cases, and 

Marriage and marijuana: 
How state law changes Dec. 6

Please see “law” on Page 3
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By PuBlic health – seattle 
& King county

Public Health – Seattle & King Coun-
ty’s White Center Public Health Center 
moved to a new location in the nearby 
Greenbridge housing community last 
month. The cost-effective move is ex-
pected to save $250,000 a year, while 
providing better service to patients. 

“By moving the clinic less than one 
mile, we are bringing essential health 
services in a more comfortable setting 
closer to the people who need them, on a 
bus line for more convenient access, while 
also helping to create more of a business 
district for the Greenbridge community,” 
said King County Executive Dow Con-
stantine.

“We’re excited to have Public Health 
– Seattle & King County as a partner in 
the Greenbridge community. They’re a 
great addition to the services available 

for both our residents and families living 
throughout  White Center,” said Stephen 
Norman, Executive Director of the King 
County Housing Authority.

The new center is located at 9934 
Eighth Ave. SW in Seattle, and will 
continue to offer the same services for 
low-income and uninsured clients — WIC 
nutrition services, maternity support for 
new and expectant mothers, and family 
planning. 

Improvements at the new center in-
clude:

• Patient rooms specially designed for 
client care,

• Waiting areas with computers with 
self-care and health information for clients 
and their families, and 

• Behind-the-scenes changes to im-
prove workflow to increase efficiency and 
make better use of space.

“We built this new center from the 
floor up with a focus on serving clients 
and improving the community’s health,” 
said Dr. David Fleming, Director and 
Health Officer for Public Health – Seattle 
& King County.

Public Health will host an open house 
with tours of the new facility on Tuesday, 
Dec. 4 from 4:30 - 5:30 p.m.

Public Health Center moves to 
Greenbridge 
Move from White Center 
will save $250,000 a 
year, provide better 
service to patients 

Photo courtesy of michael maggs / 
wiKimedia commons
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By adriane Vetter

Special to The Voice

Fall and winter weather is here, after 
many, many days of summer-like weather 
that lasted into early October.  Man, are 
we lucky to live in the Northwest, or what? 

With chilly weather here to stay, I 
wanted to give the cooks reading this 
column some of my favorite soup recipes, 
for what can be better than a tasty, hot, 
homemade soup on a cold evening?  Not 
too much, in my opinion, except, maybe 
more sunny, crisp fall days!

So, to start with (as I’m actually cook-
ing this one as I write this), one of my 
favorites is borscht, or beet soup, and you 
can make it just about any way and it’s 
still good.

I start with a full pot of cubed beets (if 
chopping them is not for you, use a couple 
of cans of chopped beets — depending 
on how many you’re serving and how big 
your soup pot is). 

Add to the pot a half cup of chopped 
onion, one potato chopped into small 
cubes (feel free to use your favorite kind), 
three diced garlic cloves (garlic, especially 
fresh, is good for blood pressure and re-
spiratory ailments), two carrots chopped 
in slices, and salt and pepper to taste (I 
prefer sea salt, as it has more nutritional 
minerals). If you like it spicy, add a pinch 
of red pepper.

Simmer on medium until boiling, then 

add a tablespoon of butter (you can leave 
this out if you have a blood pressure 
problem or are trying to lose weight). 
After the beets, carrots and potatoes are 
tender enough to pierce with a fork, add 
about three heaping tablespoons of plain 
or Greek yogurt.  

You can also add a pinch or two of 
cinnamon, which is good for blood sugar 
regulation and will make for a sweet and 
deliciously sour borscht, particularly after 
you add about a cup of cider vinegar to the 
boiling mixture.  

I added spiced apple cider today, too, 
and the broth is just yummy!  Serve later 
with a dollop of yogurt on top and some 
good crackers or bread, and a tasty salad, 
and you’ve not only got a quick and deli-
cious meal, but a load of vitamins like 
iron (from the beets), potassium (from the 
potatoes and onion), antioxidants (from 
the garlic and cider vinegar) and probiotics 
(from the yogurt).

To make chicken soup, you can just 
leave out the beets (or keep them in if you 
want a pretty soup), and add two cooked 
chicked breasts that have been cut into 
small bits. This’ll keep the colds and flu 
at bay, trust me!  

Happy holidays, and remember, the best 
gifts are the small ones, like good neigh-
bors, smiles, quiet reflection on a sunset 
evening, or just watching a DVD with a 
friend, or maybe even calling someone 
who’s having a bad time.

A hearty recipe for borscht to cut the winter chill

By King county housing authority 
staff

The King County Housing Authority will 
extinguish smoking in all its public housing 
units starting Dec. 1. 

 “Everyone benefits from a smoke-free 
living environment.  The smoke-free 
policy is aimed at protecting nonsmokers 
– especially children, the frail elderly, and 
residents who suffer from asthma − from 
breathing in secondhand smoke,” said 
Stephen Norman, executive director of the 
King County Housing Authority.  “Not only 
is this an important health measure, it will 
enhance the safety of our communities from 
the perspective of fire risk.  It also saves the 
Housing Authority – and therefore taxpay-
ers − money spent to rehab apartment units 
when a smoker moves.”

The ban will apply to the agency’s 3,366 
public housing units and common areas 
throughout the county.  It builds upon a 
pilot program started in 2008 which banned 
smoking at three properties with 222 units. 
The second phase followed in 2011, encom-
passing an additional 14 properties and 884 
units. With this final phase, some 8,434 
individuals, including 2,091 seniors and 
2,610 children, will be protected.

According to the World Health Organi-
zation, secondhand smoke contains over 
4,000 chemicals, more than 50 of which 
are known carcinogens. Secondhand smoke 
and its hazardous chemicals remain in car-
pets, on floors and walls, etc. and continue 
to expose residents and KCHA employees 
to harmful health effects.  The only way to 
fully protect individuals from exposure to 
secondhand smoke is to eliminate smok-
ing in indoor spaces.  Multifamily housing 
is the leading cause of secondhand smoke 
exposure. 

“Tobacco use is a leading cause of 
preventable death, and we applaud the 
Housing Authority for taking this action 
to reduce secondhand smoke exposure in 
vulnerable populations, including children 
and infants,” said Dr. Jim Krieger, chief 
of chronic disease & injury Prevention 
at Public Health Seattle – King County. 
“Smoke travels through vents, under doors, 
and through electrical outlets.  Walls and 
doors don’t stop the airborne toxins in 
tobacco smoke.”

The costs of secondhand smoke are not 
limited to concerns about disease. Exposure 
also imposes economic costs on individu-
als, the Housing Authority and society as a 
whole. These include primarily direct and 
indirect medical costs as well as productiv-
ity losses. In addition, apartment homes 
where smoking is permitted incur higher 
renovation and cleaning costs on turnover, 
increased risk of fire, and may experience 
higher insurance premiums.

KCHA’s smoke-free initiative has its 
roots in a 2009 recommendation by the 
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 

Development that urged housing authorities 
nationwide to implement no-smoking poli-
cies in their public housing units.

“We have encouraged our partners to 
use their discretion to take steps like this 
to promote healthy environments,” said 
Mary McBride, HUD’s Northwest Regional 
Administrator. “The King County Housing 
Authority’s policy not only will promote 
the health of its residents and staff, but also 
will help promote the affordability of public 
housing by reducing apartment cleanup and 
repair costs and reducing the risk of fires.” 

A majority of residents support the 
move to smoke-free housing.  Results of 
a survey conducted in November 2011 
indicated that 88 percent of public hous-
ing residents wanted to live in smoke-free 
housing. KCHA’s two Resident Advisory 
Committees also endorsed the move to go 
smoke-free. KCHA estimates that about 
17 percent of households in public housing 
have a family member who smokes.

Lawrence Kiongo lives in Seola Gardens 
in White Center with his wife and four 
children. He strongly supports KCHA’s 
move to filter out smoking in public housing 
apartments and common areas. 

“Why should the nonsmoking residents 
of public housing have to endure the health 
risks of secondhand smoke?” Kiongo said.  
“Smoking is a waste of money, makes the 
grounds and environment dirty, and is a 
health hazard to me and my family.  It’s not 
good for children to see people smoking – it 
might get them into the habit.  I am very 
happy that KCHA has made this policy.”

 The demand for no-smoking apartments 
in public housing mirrors the national trend 
in private sector apartment communities. 
KCHA believes that low-income renters 
should have the same access to a smoke-
free living environment that more affluent 
renters do.

Significantly, the policy does not pro-
hibit individuals who smoke from living 
in KCHA managed properties.  It does, 
however, forbid anyone from smoking in-
side an apartment or common area such as 
a community room, lobby, community park, 
garden area or playground. At mid-rise 
complexes, smokers must be outside and at 
least 25 feet from building entrances.  At 
garden-style family communities, residents 
are free to smoke on their patio and/or unit 
entrance area. Residents are encouraged to 
refrain from smoking anywhere children 
are present. Every KCHA resident must 
sign an addendum to his lease agreeing to 
comply. 

Smoking cessation resources will be 
available to smokers who express an interest 
in wanting help to quit.

KCHA administers a range of qual-
ity affordable rental and homeownership 
programs in the Puget Sound region.  The 
Authority serves more than 18,000 families 
and elderly and disabled households on a 
daily basis.

King County Housing Authority to make 
public housing smoke-free starting Dec. 1

Please recycle me
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Be safe Winter safety tips

St. Mary’s Home Delivery Service
Located at 611 20th Ave. S., it offers 

deliveries for homebound seniors and in-
dividuals in Central Seattle. Deliveries are 
made from 9 a.m. – 7 p.m. on Wednesdays 
from. 

They will be closed the last week in 
December. Call 206-324-7100 Ext. 21 and 
speak with Kate Maughan about home 
deliveries. Accessible by Metro route 14.

 
University District Food Bank
Located at 1413 N.E. 50th. Open five 

days a week — Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday from 10 a.m. – 3 p.m. and Tuesday 
and Thursday from 3 – 8 p.m. The food 
bank serves individuals living in the 98102, 
98103, 98105, 98112, 98115 and 98125 ZIP 
codes. Accessible by Metro routes 48, 70, 
71, 72, 73 and 74.

  
West Seattle Food Bank
Located at 3419 SW Morgan Street. 

Seniors are helped from 9:30 – 11 a.m. 
Tuesdays and the general public from 4 – 
7 p.m. Wednesdays and 10 a.m. – 1 p.m. 
Thursdays. The food bank will be closed 
on Dec. 25. Accessible by Metro routes 21, 
22, 37, 54 and 55.

Food Banks in King county
Auburn Food Bank
Located at 930 18th Place NE. Open 

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Fri-
day from 9 a.m. – 1 p.m. and the second 
Wednesday of every month from 4:40 – 6:15 
p.m. Call 253-833-8925 for more informa-
tion. Accessible by Metro route 930.

Hopelink Food Bank Bellevue
Located at 14812 Main St. Open the first 

and third Tuesdays from 10:30 a.m. – 1 p.m., 
Wednesdays and Thursdays from 10:30 a.m. 
– 1 p.m. and second and fourth Tuesdays 
from 4:30 p.m. to 7 p.m. Call 425-943-7555 
for more information. Accessible by Metro 
route 245.

Hopel ink Food Bank Kirk land/   
Northshore

Located at 11011 120th Ave. NE. Open 
from 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. Monday and Wednes-
day and from noon – 6:30 p.m. Tuesday 
and Thursday. One week each quarter 
is a “fifth week” when the food bank is 
closed. Call 425-889-7880 to confirm 
the food bank is open before your visit. 
Accessible by Metro routes 236, 935.

Hopelink Food Bank Shoreline
Located at 15809 Westminster Way 

North. Open to seniors and people with 
disabilities Tuesdays of the first and third 
full weeks of the month from 10:30 a.m. 
– 12:30 p.m. Open to the general public 
Wednesdays of the second and fourth full 
weeks of the month from 10:30 a.m. – 12:30 
p.m., and Tuesdays of the second and fourth 
full weeks of the month from 5p.m. – 6:45 
p.m. Accessible by Metro route 358

Highline Area Food Bank Burien
Located at 18300 Fourth Ave. S. Open 

noon – 2:30 p.m. Tuesdays, 10 a.m. – 12:30 
p.m. Thursdays and the second Tues-
day of every month from 5:30  – 7 p.m. 
Accessible by Metro routes 121, 166, 122 

and 156.

Highline Area Food Bank White 
Center

Located at 10829 Eighth Ave. SW. Open 
11 a.m. – 1 p.m. Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday and the second and fourth Wednes-
day from 6 – 8 p.m. Accessible by Metro 
routes 128 and 129.

Highline Area Food Bank Kent
Located at 515 W Har r ison, Suite 

# 107. Open 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. Monday, 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday and 
the second Wednesday from 5 – 6 p.m.  
Clothing Bank Hours from 10 a.m. – 12:30 
p.m. Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Friday. Accessible by Sound Transit routes 
566, 183, 150, 158, 159, 166 and 180.

Tukwila Pantry Food Bank 
Located at 3118 S 140th St. Open to 

first-time clients 12:30 – 2:30 p.m. Tues-
days. Open to ongoing clients 12:30 – 
2:30 p.m. Thursdays and Saturdays. For 
more information call 206- 431- 8293. 
Accessible by Metro route 128.

Food
continued from Page 1

By Kelly mcKinney

Seattle Neighborhood Group

It is hard to believe that 2012 is almost 
over.  It seems like it just began a few 
months back.  Where does the time go?  
As the end of the year approaches, many 
people get very busy and stressed out.  
People sometimes forget to consider their 
personal safety during this hectic time of 
the year.

Here are some safety tips for the winter 
season:

When out shopping, try not to carry 
too much at one time.  It can be very 
distracting and make you vulnerable to 
thieves.  Thieves often target people who 
seem distracted or overloaded with items.

Don’t carry a purse; if you do, carry it 
under your coat.

If you are driving your car, park in a 
place that is well-lit.

If you are parking your car in a garage, 
park it close to the elevator and stairs. If 
this isn’t possible, identify the location of 
the elevator and stairway in relationship to 
your car before leaving your car.  Always 
be aware of your surroundings.

Have your car keys ready before you 
get to your car.

If you think that there is an unsafe situ-
ation around your car, do not try and get 

into your car at that time.  Call the police.
It is better not to leave anything in 

your car at all; however, if you do leave 
something in your car, put it somewhere 
where it can’t be seen. 

If you do some shopping and then put 
something in the trunk of you car, move 
your car.  

If you take the bus, use well-lit bus 
stops at night.

If there is suspicious activity around a 
bus stop, use another bus stop.  You can 
call 9-1-1 to report suspicious behavior at 
bus stops.

At night you can ask a bus driver to drop 
you off at a location along the route close 
to your home.  It doesn’t have to be a bus 
stop, but it does have to be along the route.

Take only what you will need on a trip.  
If you don’t need your checkbook, don’t 
take it with you.  Leave things like social 
security cards at home.

Remember - if you feel unsafe, trust 
your gut, and call the police if you see 
something suspicious.  Hopefully these 
tips will get you safely through into the 
new year.

Kelly McKinney (206-323-7084) and 
Allan Davis (206-323-7094) are Commu-
nity Education Coordinators for Seattle 
Neighborhood Group.

Washington’s minimum wage will 
increase to $9.19 per hour beginning Jan. 
1, 2013, the Department of Labor & In-
dustries (L&I) announced.

The state’s minimum wage is rising 15 
cents per hour, from the 2012 rate of $9.04.

The minimum wage is calculated every 
year based on inflation and adjustments 
to the Consumer Price Index (CPI-W), 
as required by Initiative 688, passed by 
Washington voters in 1998.

The 2013 increase reflects a 1.67 per-
cent increase in the CPI-W, announced 
earlier this year by the federal Bureau of 
Labor Statistics (BLS).

The CPI-W measures average price 
changes for goods and services purchased 
by urban wage earners and clerical work-
ers. The goods and services it monitors 
include basic living costs such food, 

clothing, shelter, fuels, and services such 
as doctor visits.

According to the BLS’ announcement, 
about 80 percent of the increase was due 
to a jump in gasoline prices, which rose 
an average of nine percent over the past 
12 months.

Washington is one of 10 states that 
adjust the minimum wage based on infla-
tion and the CPI. The others are Arizona, 
Colorado, Florida, Missouri, Montana, 
Nevada, Ohio, Oregon and Vermont.

Washington’s minimum wage ap-
plies to workers in both agricultural and 
non-agricultural jobs, although 14- and 
15-year-olds may be paid 85 percent of 
the adult minimum wage, or $7.81 in 2013.

More information on Washington’s 
minimum wage is available at Wages.
Lni.wa.gov.

Washington’s minimum wage to increase in 2013

The Seattle Housing Authority and The 
Seattle Vocational Institute would like 
to share an exciting opportunity in the 
Construction Industry with interested job 
seekers through the Pre-Apprentice Con-
struction Training Program (PACT).

This program is designed to assist men 
and women, including those non-tradition-
ally employed in the trade, to gain the skills 
needed to become successful competitors 
for building and construction trade appren-
ticeship programs. Participants learn trade 
skills, which are relevant to the work-site 
of various trade occupations.

To be eligible for the program, one must 
be:

1) 18 or older and interested in training 
related to Construction Industry

2) Legal to work in the U.S.
3) Have a High School Diploma or GED

Requirements for entry into the program:
• Attend PACT Orientation - held every 

Friday from 11am to Noon 
(Location:  2120 S. Jackson, Seattle – 

Room #102)
• Complete assessment testing (CASA 

Test)
• Attend the “Training Readiness Work-

shop” and register for class
• Applicants will be required to submit 

to drug screening
Session Deadlines:
• Attend Orientation on 11/30/12 to be 

eligible for Program start on 1/02/13
• Attend Orientation before 3/29/13 to 

be eligible for Program start in April 2013
Don’t miss out on a great opportunity!
For additional information please contact 

Sam Pierce at 206-913-9227

Looking for a career opportunity?

both supporters and opponents of same-
sex marriage are waiting to see how the 
Supreme Court will rule.

“marijwhatnow?” legalizing marijuana 
in Washington

“Marijwhatnow?” is how the Seattle 
Police Department (SPD) posed the ques-
tion in a blog post released in the wake of 
the passage of Initiative 502, which legal-
izes the possession and recreational use of 
marijuana for adults over 21.

In an informative (and occasionally 
tongue-in-cheek) FAQ, the department cuts 
through the haze surrounding the new law.

To get the obvious out of the way: Yes, 
on Dec. 6, it will be legal for adults age 21 
and over to possess and use marijuana for 
recreational use. But just as with alcohol 
and tobacco, there are restrictions to what 
is and is not allowed.

For instance, it’s not permissible to light 
up in a public park, on a street corner, or in 
any other public place. To do so after Dec. 
6 would risk receiving a civil infraction and 
paying a fine — akin to violating open con-
tainer laws by drinking alcohol in public, 
as the police department notes.

The law also establishes guidelines for 
driving under the influence of marijuana. 
The DUI level is set at five nanograms of 
THC — the active ingredient in marijuana 
— per milliliter of blood. If you are pulled 
over and an officer suspects you have been 
using marijuana, you will be subject to a 

field sobriety test. You may also be asked 
to submit to a blood test to detect the level 
of THC in your blood. 

The SPD post — which closes with a 
YouTube clip of Bilbo Baggins and Gan-
dalf imbibing from a pipe in a scene from 
the Lord of the Rings — went viral on the 
Internet and has received more hits than 
any news release in Seattle police history. 
(Read the original post at http://tinyurl.
com/bwj4srk.) While it does answer many 
burning questions about the state’s new 
marijuana law, it also suggests that some 
of the details remain cloudy.

For example, while it will be legal for 
adults 21 and over to carry up to an ounce 
of marijuana for personal use beginning 
Dec. 6, it still won’t be legal for retailers or 
individuals to sell marijuana for personal 
use. (Dispensaries for medical marijuana 
will be open, but they can only legally sell 
to medical marijuana patients.)

The Washington State Liquor Control 
Board (WSLCB) will establish guidelines 
for the sale and distribution of marijuana, 
but it has until Dec. 1, 2013 to finalize those 
rules. Until the WSLCB sets up the rules 
for the sale of marijuana, it will be illegal 
to grow or sell non-medical marijuana. In 
essence, on Dec. 6 it will be legal to possess 
and use marijuana, but it won’t be legal to 
buy or sell it. How’s that for a Catch-22?

What’s more, it’s not known whether 
the U.S. Department of Justice will inter-
vene. Marijuana remains an illegal drug 
under federal law; should the government 
intervene, the state’s marijuana law could 
go up in smoke.

Law
continued from Page 1
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Washington minimum wage to increase to $9.19 next year
Минимальная зарплата в штате Вашингтон увеличена до $9,19 в следующем 

году
Начиная с января 2013 года минимальная зарплата в штате Вашингтон 

увеличится до $9,19 в час, согласно сообщению отдела труда и промышленности.
Штатная минимальная зарплата увеличивается на 15 центов в час по 

сравнению с $9,04  в 2012 году.
Минимальная зарплата вычисляется каждый год на основании инфляции 

и поправок к ценам потребительского индекса (CPI-W) , как того требует 
инициатива 688, принятая избирателями штата Вашингтон в 1998 году.

Увеличение 2013 года отражает увеличение потребительского индекса 
на 1,67 процента, как ранее сообщило  федеральное бюро статистики труда.

Потребительский индекс учитывает среднее изменение цен на товары 
и услуги, за которые платят городские и конторские работники.  Товары и 
услуги, которые принимаются во внимание, включают основные затраты 
на проживание, такие как еда, одежда, жильё, топливо и услуги, такие, как 
посещение врача.

По сообщению бюро статистики труда примерно 80 процентов  увеличения 
произошло из-за того, что подскочили цены на горючее, в среднем на 9 
процентов за последние 12 месяцев.

Штат Вашингтон один из 10 штатов, которые регулируют минимальную 
заработную плату, основываясь на инфляции и потребительском индексе.  
Другие штаты  - Аризона, Колорадо, Флорида, Миссури, Монтана, Невада, 
Огайо, Орегон и Вермонт.

Минимальная заработная плата в штате Вашингтон распространяется 
на работников как сельского хозяйства, так и всех других, хотя работники 
14-15-тилетнего возраста могут получать 85 процентов от минимальной 
зарплаты взрослого, или $7,81 в 2013 году.

Дополнительная информация о минимальной зарплате в штате Вашингтон 
доступна на сайте Wages.Lni.wa.gov.

በዋሽንግተን የሚኒመም ዌጅ ወደ $9.19 
በሚቀጥለው ዓመት ሊጨምር ነው፡፡

የዋሽንግተን ለሰራተኞች የሚከፈለው 
ሚኒመም ዌጅ በሰዓት $9.19 ከጃንዋሪ 
1, 2013 እንደሚሆን የሌበርና እንዱስትሪ 
ዲፓርትመንት አስታወቀ፡፡፡

የእስቴቱ የሚኒመም ዌጅ ከ$9.04 የ15 
ሳንቲም በሰዓት ይጨምራል፡፡

ይህ የሚኒመም ዌጅ የእንፍሌሽንና 
የኮንሱመር ፕራይስ እንዴክስ በወጣው 
የ688 ኢንሺየትቭና በ1998 በዋሽንግተን 
መራጮች በተደገፈው መሰረት በየአመቱ 
እንዲስተካከል ይደረጋል፡፡

በዚህ አመት መጀመሪያ ላይ የፌዴራል 
ቢሮ ሌበርና እንዲስትሪ በኮንሱመርና 
ፕራይስ እንዴክስ መሰረት በ2013 የ1.67 
ፐርሰንት ጭማሪ እንደሚኖር ገልጿል፡፡

     የኮንሱመር ፕራይስ እንዴክስ 
ይህንን ለውጥ የሚለካው በሚገዙት 
ቁሳቁሶች፣ የዋጋ ለውጥና በከተማው 
ውስጥ ሰራተኞች በሚያገኙት ክፍያ ነው፡፡ 
ቁሳቁሶችና ግልጋለቶች የሚያጠቃልላቸው 
መሰረታዊ የኑሮ ወጪዎች ሲኖሩ ሲሆን 

ለምሳሌ የምግብ፣ የልብስ፣ መኖሪያ፣ 
ነዳጅ፣ እና አገልግለቶች ለምሳሌ ዶክተር 
ማየትና የመሳሰሉት ናቸው፡፡

ቢኤልሲ በሰጠው መግለጫ መሰረት 
80 ፐርሰንት የሚሆነው ጭማሪ የመጣው 
በነዳጅ መጨመር ሲሆን ይህም ባለፈው 
12 ወራት ውስጥ አማካኙን ፕረሰንቴጅ 
በመውሰድ ነው፡፡

     የዋሽንግተን እስቴት የሚኒመም 
ዌጅን በእንፍሌሽንና በሲፒአይ መሰረት 
ከሚያስተካክሉት ከ10 እስቴቶች አንዱ 
ነው፡፡  ሌሎችም የሚከተሉት ናቸው፡
- አሪዞና፣ ኮሎራዶ፣ ሚዞሪ፣ ሞንታና፣ 
ኦሃዮ፣ ኦሬጎንና ቨርሞንት ናቸው፡፡

 የዋሽንግተን እስቴት ሚኒመም 
ዌጅ በስራ ላይ የሚውለው በግብርና ውስጥ 
ለሚገኙና ከዛም ውጭ ለሆኑ ሲሆን ከ14 
እስከ 15 እድሜ ያላቸው የሚያገኙት 
85 ፐርሰንት እድሜያቸው ገፋ ያሉት 
የሚያገኙትን ነው ወይም $7.81 በ2013. 

ስለዋሽንግተን እስቴትሚኒመም ዌጅ 
ለማወቅ ካስፈለገ በ Wages.Lni.wa.gov. 
ማየት ይቻላል፡።

ኣብ ዝመጽእ ዓመት ናይ ዋሽንግትን 
እስተይት ዝተሓተ ኽፍሊት ናብ $9.19 
ክብ ክብል እዩ፡   

ካብ 1 ጥሪ  2013 ጀሚሩ ኣብ  
ዋሽንግቶን እስተይት ንሰዓት ዝኽፈል 
ዝተሓተ ደመወዝ $9.19 ከም ዝኸውን ናይ 
ዕዮን ኢንዱስትርን ክፍሊ (ዲፓርትመንት 
ኦፍ ሌበር ኤንድ ኢንዱስትሪ) ገሊጹ፡፡  

እዚ ከኣ ካብቲ ኣብ 2012 ዝነበረ  
$9.04፡ ዓሰርተ ሓሙሽተ ሳንቲም ይውስኽ 
ኣሎ ማለትዩ፡፡ ኣብ ዋሽንግተን እስተይት 
ዝተሓተ ክፍሊት ብመሰርት እቲ ኣብ 
1998 ዝተዋህበ ድምጺ ህዝቢ ቁጽሪ 688፡  
ኣብ ኩነታት ዕዳጋ ተመርኩሱ በብዓመቱ 
እዩ ዝውስኽ፡፡

እዚ ናይ 2013 ወሰኽ ደመወዝ እምበኣር 
ኣብቲ ብፌደራል ናይ ሌበር ቢሮ (BLS) 
ቅድሚ ገለ ኣዋርሕ ዝወጼ ናይ 1.67 
ሚኢታዊት ንወሰኽ መነባብሮ ህዝቢ 
(ክብሪ ዕዳጋ) ዝምልከት እስታትስቲክስ 
(CPI-W)  ተመርኩሱ ዝግበር ዘሎ እዩ፡፡   

ዋጋ ዕዳግ (ክብሪ ዕዳጋ ) CPI-W  ክበሃል 
ከሎ እምበኣር ንለውጢ ዋጋታት ናይቶም 
ኣብ  ከተማታት ብደመወዝ ተቆጺሮም 
ዝሰርሑ ጸሓፍትን ሰራሕተኛታትን  
ዝገዝእዎም ኣቁሑትን ኣገልግሎታትን 
ኣብ ግምት ዘእቱ እዩ፡፡ እዚ ድማ ናይቶም 
ንምንባር ኣድለይቲ ዝኾኑ  መሰረታዊ 

ነገራት፡ ከም መግቢ፡ ክዳውንቲ፡ መዕቆቢ፡ 
ጋዝ ከምኡውን  ንሕክምናን ንካልኦት 
ተመሳሰልቲ ኣገልግሎታትን ዝግበር ለውጢ 
ዋጋታት ዘጠቃልል እዩ፡፡  

ብመሰረት እቲ ናይ ሌበር ቢሮ (BLS) 
ዘውጽኦ  እስታቲስቲክስ ዳርጋ 80 ካብ 
ሚኣቲ ናይቲ ክብሪ ዕዳጋ ብምኽንያት 
ናህሪ ዋጋ ነዳዲ (ጋዞሊን) እዩ ተፈጢሩ፡፡ 
እዚ ድማ ኣብዚ ዝሓለፈ 12 ኣዋርሕ ዋጋ 
ናይ ነዳዲ ብገምጋም ትሽዓተ ካብ ሚኢቲ 
(9%) ከምዝወስኸ ይሕብር፡፡ 

ዋሽንግተን እስተይት ሓንቲ ካብተን 
ኣብ ክብሪ ዕዳጋ ተመርኹ`ሰን ዝተሓተ 
ደመወዝ በብዓመቱ ዘመሓይሻ እስተይታት 
እያ፡፡ እተን ካልኦት ድማ አሪዞና፡ ኮሎራዶ፡ 
ፍሎሪዳ፡ ሚዙሪ፡ ሞንታና፡ ናቫዳ፡ ኦሃዮ፡ 
ኦሪገን፡ ከምኡውን ቨርሞንተን እየን።  

እዚ ናይ ዋሽንግተን እስተይት ዝተሓተ 
ክፍሊት ደመወዝ ኣብ ሕርሻዊ ኾነ ሕርሻዊ 
ዘይኮነ ቦታ ስራሕ ንዝሰርሑ እዩ ዝምልከት፡
፡ ዕድሜኦም  ካብ 14 – 15 ዓመት 
ንዝኾኑ መንእሰያት ዝኽፈል ደመወዝ ግና 
85 ሚኢታዊት (85%) እዩ፡፡ እዚ ድማ 
ኣብ 2013 ዚኽፈሎም ዝተሓተ ደመወዝ  
$7.81  ይኸውን ማለትዩ፡፡ 

ንተወሳኺ ሓበሬታ ኣብ Wages.Lni.
wa.gov. ተመልከቱ፡፡

El Salario Mínimo de Washington Au-
menta a 9.19 Dólares el Próximo Año

El salario mínimo de Washington au-
mentará a $ 9,19 por hora a partir del 1ro. de 
enero del 2013, anunció el Departamento de 
Labor e Industrias (L & I). El aumento del 
salario mínimo es de 15 centavos por hora, 
el cual se aplica a la tarifa del 2012 de $ 9.04. 
El salario mínimo se calcula cada año con 
base en la inflación y los ajustes al Índice de 
Precios al Consumidor Washington (CPI-W), 
según lo requerido por la Iniciativa 688, apro-
bada por los votantes de Washington en 1998. 
El aumento del 2013 refleja un incremento 
del 1.67 por ciento en el Índice de Precios 
al Consumidor Washington, anunció a 
principios de este año la Oficina Fed-
eral de Estadísticas Laborales (BLS). 
El dicho índice de precios en Washington 
mide los cambios de precios medios de 
los bienes y servicios adquiridos por los 
asalariados en zonas urbanas así como 
por los trabajadores de oficina. Los bienes 
y servicios que se toman en cuenta in-

cluyen costos de vida básicos alimenticios, 
ropa, vivienda, gas y energía, gasolina y 
otros servicios como visitas al médico. 
Según el anuncio de la Oficina Feder-
al de Estadísticas Laborales, alrededor 
del 80 por ciento del aumento se debió 
a un aumento en los precios de la gaso-
lina, que subió un promedio de nueve 
por ciento en los últ imos 12 meses. 
Washington es uno de los diez Estados 
que permiten ajustar el salario mínimo 
en función de la inf lación y el Índice de 
Precios al Consumidor. Los otros Estados 
son Arizona, Colorado, Florida, Missouri, 
Montana, Nevada, Ohio, Oregon y Vermont. 
El salario mínimo en Washington se aplica a 
todos los trabajadores en trabajos agrícolas 
y no agrícolas; aunque está permitido que 
los trabajadores de 14 y 15 años de edad 
reciban el 85 por ciento del salario mínimo 
de los adultos, o 7.81 dólares en el 2013. 
Más información sobre el salario mínimo 
de Washington se encuentra disponible en 
wages.lni.wa.gov.

TRONG NĂM TỚI, 
MỨC LƯƠNG TỐI THIỂU Ở TIỂU 

BANG WASHINGTON TĂNG LÊN 
$9.19

Bắt đầu vào 01 tháng 01,2013, mức 
lương tối thiểu ở tiểu bang Washington 
sẽ tăng lên $9.19 một giờ, bộ Lao động và 
Kỷ Nghệ tiểu bang đã loan báo.

Mức lương tối thiểu tiểu bang tăng lên 
15 xu một giờ, tức tăng từ $9.04 xu trong 
năm 2012.

Mức lương tối thiểu được tính tóan 
theo mỗi năm dựa vào mức lạm phát và 
những điều chỉnh của Chỉ Số Tiêu Dùng 
(CPI-W), chiếu theo dự luật 688, được các 
cử tri thông qua vào năm 1998.

Việc tăng (mức lương) cho năm 2013 
chiếu theo mức tăng 1.67 phần trăm trong 
Chỉ Số Tiêu Dùng , đã được loan báo vào 
đầu năm bởi Văn Phòng Thống Kê Lao 
Động liên bang.(BLS)

Chỉ Số Tiêu Dùng (CPI-W) đo lường 
sự thay đổi bình quân trong giá cả hàng 
hóa và các dịch vụ mua bán trong các đô 
thị từ người làm thuê mướn và người làm 

công việc hành chánh. Những hàng hóa và 
những dịch vụ mà đuợc giám sát như giá 
thực phẩm, quần áo, nhà ở, giá xăng dầu 
và các dịch vụ như lệ phí đi khám bịnh.

Dựa theo Văn Phòng Thống Kê Lao 
Động liên bang.(BLS) thì 80 phần trăm 
của những gia tăng này là do giá xăng 
dầu gia tăng đến 9 phần trăm trong 12 
tháng qua.

Tiểu bang Washington là một trong 
10 tiểu bang mà điều chỉnh mức lương 
tối thiểu dựa vào sự lạm phát theo Chỉ 
Số Tiêu Dùng (CPI-W). Những tiểu bang 
khác gồm như Arizona, Colorado, Florida, 
Missouri, Montana, Nevada, Ohio, Or-
egon và Vermont.

Mức lương tối thiểu được áp dụng cho 
công nhân trong cả hai ngành nông nghiệp 
và không nông nghịêp, tuy nhiên các em 
tuổi 14 -15 có thể được trả 85 phần trăm 
của mức lương tối thiểu, tức $7.81 cho 
năm 2013.

Để biết thêm thông tin mức lương tối 
thiểu ở Washington có sẳn trong trang 
mạng Wages.Lni.wa.gov 



vision with eyeglasses — allows him to dis-
cern shapes and colors well enough to frame 
photographs. But correctly focusing the 
image is virtually impossible — a matter of 
guesswork when using a manual-focus lens.

But with an autofocus lens to detect the 
subject of his photograph, Wright can frame 
the image that he has in mind and get a result 
that is sharp and clear.

Before discovering autofocus, Wright 
said he felt limited in what he could do as a 
photographer. He likened it to being down 
in a hole — able to see light from up above, 
but surrounded by darkness. That changed 
after he acquired his first autofocus camera.

“I found I was on the other side of the 
world in a sense,” he said. “When you finally 
get out of the hole, you’re on the other side 
of the world.”

An accident that changed his life
When Wright was growing up in the 

1950s, seat belts in cars were optional — 
child car seats were virtually nonexistent. In 
1955, he went for a car ride with his parents, 
sitting on his mother’s lap in the front seat. 

The car skidded on slippery pavement, 

the brakes failed, and the car careened into 
a gully before striking a telephone pole. The 
force of impact threw his mother forward, 
and Wright was pressed between her body 
and the dashboard. No one else in the car 
was seriously injured, but Wright suffered 
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By Seattle HouSing autHority Staff

Seattle Housing Authority today 
announced that Forest City with 
Jonathan Rose Companies, and 

Vulcan Real Estate with Capitol Hill 
Housing, are the two finalists in the 
Yesler Terrace Master Development 
Partner selection process.  The Mas-
ter Development Partner will work in 
close partnership with Seattle Housing 
throughout the life of the Yesler Terrace 
redevelopment project, providing sig-
nificant financial resources and extensive 
expertise in planning and implementing 
complex, long-term projects.

“We are excited to have two major 
leaders in the real estate development 
field as our finalists,” said Andrew 
Lofton, Executive Director of Seattle 
Housing Authority.  “There are very few 
firms that have the resources and deep 
expertise for an ambitious project such 
as the redevelopment of Yesler Terrace.  
Either of these candidates will be an 
excellent partner.”

The vision for a redeveloped Yesler 
Terrace includes creating a safe, vibrant 
mixed-income community, supporting 
economic and cultural diversity, increas-
ing economic opportunity for residents 
and employing sustainable, green build-
ing principles.  The redevelopment plan 
centers on replacing the existing 561 
aging public housing units in locations 
throughout Yesler Terrace.  The vision is 
contained in the Cooperative Agreement 
adopted by the City of Seattle and Seattle 
Housing Authority.

“We have worked hard with residents, 
stakeholders and the City of Seattle to 
craft a redevelopment plan that ulti-
mately creates greater opportunities for 
our residents.  We expect our Master 
Development Partner to fully embrace 
the vision, principles and goals built 
around social equity and environmental 
sustainability that have been established 
for Yesler Terrace,” said Lofton.  “Both 
of our finalists are excited by the op-
portunity to partner with us to realize 
our vision.  This will be a unique public/
private partnership that will align the ex-
pertise and interests of both parties with 
the core mission of our redevelopment 
of Yesler Terrace.”

Seattle Housing issued a Request for 
Qualifications (RFQ) on June 1 seek-

Seattle Housing 
taps two finalists for 
Master Development 
Partner for Yesler

Please see “Yesler” on Page 2 

By tyler rouSH

The Voice editor

Water — how it’s metered, how it’s 
billed — was on the minds of the hundreds 
of HOPE VI tenants who attended one of 
two forums in Seattle Housing HOPE VI 
communities last month. 

The forums — one each at High Point 
and NewHolly, with a third at Rainier Vista 
scheduled for January — were intended to 
present upcoming changes in the housing 
authority’s water billing system in the HOPE 
VI communities.

The forums are part of an ongoing dia-
logue that the housing authority engaged in 
with HOPE VI residents as it moved toward 
adopting a new water billing system.

Director of Housing Operations Rod 
Brandon and operations staff explained 
the particulars of the new system before 
large crowds, with interpreters on hand to 
translate. The change sure to draw the most 
interest: The water/sewer utility allowance 
will be replaced with a water use threshold 
system.  

The threshold is set based on an analysis 
of the average of how much water residents 
actually use, measured in gallons per day 
per bedroom.  

Once the new billing system is imple-
mented, HOPE VI tenants will receive a 
statement of their water/sewer use every 
month from Yes Energy Management (a 
third party who will do the billing for Seattle 
Housing) and will only be billed for water/
sewer use above their set threshold. If a 
tenant uses less water than the threshold 
allows, the tenant will receive a credit that 
can be applied to his or her next water bill.

Every household is different, and the 
housing authority has strongly encouraged 
HOPE VI tenants to meet with property 
management staff to learn how the new 
system will affect their household. That 
message was stressed at each of the com-
munity forums, where property management 
staff were on hand to answer specific billing 
questions or schedule a time for a follow-up 
meeting.

Brandon noted that because 84 percent 
of HOPE VI properties are two- or three-

bedroom units, some larger families might 
receive a water threshold that is too low to 
meet their expected usage. In those cases, 
he said Seattle Housing would work with 
those families to offer higher thresholds on 
a case-by-case basis.

While the timeline for implementing the 
new water billing system is still in flux, 
the housing authority estimates that new 
submetering equipment will be installed in 
HOPE VI units by spring 2013. After the 
submeters are installed, tenants will receive 
30-day notices alerting them that the billing 
changes will soon take effect. 

After the 30-day notice expires, tenants 
in public housing, or those with a Section 
8 housing voucher, will be given the water/
sewer utility assistance in the form of a 
monthly gallons threshold, and their rent 
will be calculated based on the adjusted en-
ergy utility allowance (not including water).  

When residents are only billed for water 
use above the threshold, they will see a 
sharp reduction in their water bills — in 

Please see “Water” on Page 3

Changes on the way for HOPE VI water billing

By tyler rouSH

The Voice editor

The images are sharp, the angles interest-
ing, the colors vivid. Everything about the 
photographs in Robert Wright’s portfolio 
suggest a trained eye behind the lens — and, 
in fact, Wright is a trained photographer.

But there’s one thing about Wright that 
makes him unique from most photogra-
phers: He’s legally blind.

His visual impairment hasn’t stopped the 
Tri-Court resident from pursuing a decades-
long hobby of photography, one that’s seen 
him through the old days of 35mm film to 
the new era of digital.

On the way, he’s become an advocate 
for the visually impaired, proving that even 
a lack of sight is no obstacle to capturing 
beautiful images.

“I feel that people with disabilities are 
not given enough opportunities to shine,” 
Wright said. “The message I’ve tried to 
convey to the handicap community through 
all of my work is that nothing is impossible.”

A window to “the other side of the 
world”

Today, nearly every camera — from the 
large cameras used by photojournalists on 
assignment to the small point-and-shoot 
cameras that fit in your pocket — has an 
auto-focus function. But the technology, 
first developed by German optics company 
Leica in the 1960s, wasn’t widely available 
in cameras until the 1980s. It wasn’t until 
1987, in an off-hand remark from a friend, 
that Wright even learned it existed. Though 
the technology was available, it simply 
wasn’t marketed to the visually impaired, a 
community that Wright said camera makers 
had long overlooked.

Wright immediately sensed the potential 
of autofocus for use by the blind community. 
His own visual acuity — Wright has 20-400 

PHoto By roBert WrigHt

The Seattle skyline at night is seen in a photo taken by Robert Wright. A Tri-Court 
resident, Wright is legally blind, but uses autofocus technology to capture vivid images 
with both film and digital cameras.

Please see “Photography” on Page 4

Robert Wright

Photographer out to prove nothing is impossible
Legally blind, a Tri-Court 
resident shares his love 
of photography with the 
visually impaired
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By Samuel andreWS

Special to The Voice

Jim Bush has steadily served within 
the Seattle Housing Authority’s Resident 
Action Council since 1998. 

“It keeps me busy and they seem to 
know how irreplaceable I am,” Bush 
said with a laugh 
while speaking 
with a Voice re-
porter.

“I moved into 
Seattle Housing 
in 1977 because 
I needed more in-
dependence. At 
that time (Center 
Park) was the first 
of its kind,” he said of the fully accessible 
community. “Seattle Housing has since 
made a lot of positive changes. They have 
modified our kitchens and made our apart-
ments even more accessible.”

A huge fan of 1970’s music, the posi-
tive-minded Bush listed The Mamas and 
the Papas, Sly and the Family Stone, Paul 
Simon and Joni Mitchell as the sources 
of his main inspiration. After being asked 
what makes a good community, Bush 
began singing a Mac Davis song that was 
written for the 70’s group Living in Har-
mony. Bush finds a correlation between 
positive lyrics and the way a good com-
munity should function. 

Growing up in the Montlake area of 
Seattle, Bush recalled that he was accepted 
by most of  the people around him. 

“My teachers didn’t quite get it at first,” 
he said. “They placed me in special educa-
tion because of my disability, but nothing 
was wrong with my mind. My mother and 
the other parents advocated and went to 
bat for me.

“That’s probably how I learned to ad-
vocate for others,” he added.

He’s not shy about speaking his mind. 
“There are still times when I get frustrated 
with people who use public disability rest-
rooms when they really don’t need them,” 
he said. “I’m not shy to confront or tell 

people if I need to.”
Bush’s late father, worked full-time 

as a warehouse worker. It was a job that 
paid all of the family’s bills. His mother, 
who currently lives near Green Lake, has 
always there for him and his only sister.

Bush is also very fond of his 16-year-old 
twin nephews, who live 30 miles north of 
Charlotte, N.C.

“They love my music,” he pointed out, 
adding a proud smile.

When asked why he thinks diversity 
in resident government is so important, 
Bush said, “It allows for different cultures, 
opinions and perspectives to be shared.” 

Bush then quoted a lyric from Sly and 
the Family Stone: “Different strokes for 
different folks.”  

“A good community recognizes peo-
ple’s needs and accommodates them,” he 
said. “A good community is people living 
in harmony together.”

Q&A with Jim bush

The Voice: What is you biggest ac-
complishment in RAC so far?
Jim Bush: There have been too many 
to recall. Every accomplishment has 
been a group effort.

TV: What do you know about pov-
erty?
JB:  Trying to make ends meet is 
always a struggle for all people

TV: Do you have any pets?
JB:  I don’t have any pets now, but 
I’m a dog lover. Dogs are friendly, 
and my family had a few dogs when 
I was growing up. I like cats when 
they like me!

TV: What is your opinion of the re-
cent election?
JB: I’m really glad that Obama won. 
I’ve been a Democrat pretty much 
since Reagan.

RAC Secretary and music fan Jim Bush 
gets his satisfaction from serving others

Jim bush

By Beka SmitH

Seattle Housing Authority

Beginning this January, Seattle Housing 
Authority will roll out a new Savings Match 
program to support and encourage house-
holds that want to leave subsidized housing. 
This program will match each household’s 
savings, up to $4,000, when they are ready 
to leave subsidized housing.

Both Housing Choice Voucher house-
holds and public housing residents will be 
eligible to participate.

To participate in the Savings Match 
program, a household must enroll, save 
money in a bank or credit unit account of 
their choice, and complete the Ready to Rent 
course. The Ready to Rent course provides 

tips on saving, budgeting, interacting with 
landlords, and other topics. Households that 
are more interested in homeownership may 
choose to take a similar class that provides 
more specific information about the home 
buying process. 

In addition to the Savings Match pro-
gram, participants may sign up for the Safety 
Net Assistance Program, which guarantees 
that if they should encounter an unexpected 
financial crisis that would threaten to make 
them homeless in the first year after leav-
ing subsidized housing, they can return to a 
Seattle Housing public housing unit.  

If you are interested in this program, con-
tact your certification specialist in January 
for more information and to see whether you 
meet eligibility requirements. 

Seattle Housing launches new Savings 
Match program for residents

By Seattle HouSing autHority Staff

Tom Tierney, former Executive Di-
rector of the Seattle Housing Authority, 
today received a 
Friend of Hous-
ing Award from 
the Washington 
State Housing Fi-
nance Commis-
sion. The award 
honors individu-
als and organiza-
tions throughout 
Washington for 
their contribu-
tions in providing affordable housing to 
low- and moderate-income residents.

Tierney served as Seattle Housing Ex-

ecutive for eight years, leading the agency 
through the challenges of recession while 
continuing to increase the number of low-
income households served every year in 
the face of diminishing federal resources. 
During his time at the agency, the number 
of households served grew by more than 
2,000 which included the addition of new, 
modern housing units and federal Housing 
Choice Vouchers.

“Tom’s career has exemplified an ethic 
of service and during his tenure, his priority 
has always been to serve those less fortu-
nate and in need,” said Seattle Housing 
Executive Director Andrew Lofton. “This 
is a fitting tribute to his lifelong commit-
ment to improving the lives of others by 
creating and sustaining low-income hous-
ing across the city.”

“This award is not mine alone, but 
belongs to the people of the Seattle Hous-
ing Authority and to our valued partners,” 
Tierney said. “I am extremely proud of 
what we have accomplished together.”

Tierney recognized by Housing Finance 
Commission as a ‘Friend of Housing’
Former Executive Director 
was with Seattle Housing for 
eight years

tom tierney

ing a Master Development Partner with 
the vision, experience, expertise, financial 
resources and organizational capacity to 
partner with Seattle Housing on the final 
design and implementation of the develop-
ment plan for Yesler Terrace.  Applicants 
were required to demonstrate the expertise, 
capacity and track record to implement a 
comprehensive, phased, mixed-income, 
mixed-use plan similar in scale and scope 
to the Yesler Terrace Development Plan.

The RFQ was published broadly and 
more than 40 individuals representing a 
wide array of local, regional, national and 

international real estate firms attended the 
pre-submission conference for the RFQ on 
June 26.  In addition to the teams named as 
finalists, Hunt Companies with Bellwether 
and Urban Renaissance Group submitted a 
response to the RFQ.

Both finalists are currently engaged in a 
due diligence process and final interviews 
will be conducted in December 2012. Se-
attle Housing will select one of the teams 
to enter into an exclusive negotiating period 
with the expectation that a contract will be 
signed in 2013.  The Yesler Terrace rede-
velopment project is zoned for up to 5,000 
units of housing, up to 900,000 square feet 
of office space, and up to 153,000 square 
feet of retail and community space.

Yesler
Continued from Page 1

Dear Editor,

I am writing this letter prompting Seattle 
Housing Authority (SHA) not to remove the 
security guards at Jefferson Terrace begin-
ning Dec. 20, 2012.

Jefferson Terrace is home to at least 280 
residents. It has the largest number of resi-
dents in any of SHA’s residential high-rises.  
Most of us are elderly and/or disabled.  The 
security guards have given us a sense of 
security and safety in a way that nothing 
else can.

I believe that before the decision to re-
move our security guards was made, public 
notice of the plan should have been posted 
and feedback received.  

Property management staff have said that 
no other residential building has security 
guards. My question is this: If our security 
guards are a waste of money, why have they 
been in place for over eight years?   Further, 
what other residential high-rise is so close to 
a criminal hot spot, like that across from the 
Harborview Emergency entrance.  

If anything the danger has only increased.  

Jefferson Terrace is one of the few, if not 
the only, residential communities that has 
a medical respite unit for the chronically 
homeless attached to it.  The respite unit was 
built in 2011.  Seventy-five percent of the 
people on the unit have severe mental health 
problems and/or substance abuse problems.

Some say the crime rate has gone down 
at Jefferson Terrace, proving the security 
guards are not needed.  That’s like firing 
life guards at a pool because drownings 
have decreased.

Property management staff tried to soothe 
our fears by saying a new foyer would be 
put on the first floor increasing the ability 
of residents to identify who’s coming and 
going. We already have such a foyer on the 
sixth floor and a guard is still needed to 
check people’s identity and keep a record.  

Jefferson Terrace needs its security 
guards.   SHA’s mission statement says its 
mission is to provide “safe and sustain-
able” housing.  I believe the word “safe” 
should now be removed from that mission 
statement.

Sincerely and Respectfully,
Dennis Bejin, Jefferson Terrace resident

 Jefferson terrace needs 
its security guards

Readers of The Voice speak out
letters to the editor
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Your local library is a great place  to visit 
for fun and educational programming. It’s 
also, of course, a great place to find a new 
book to read.

Below is just a very small sampling of 
some of the many great programs hosted by 
the local libraries in the Rainier Vista, High 
Point and NewHolly communities.

Note: Regular programming may not 
be offered during the weeks of Dec. 24 – 
Dec. 30 and Dec. 31 – Jan. 6. Call ahead 
to confirm.

Columbia branch
4721 Rainier Ave. S
206-386-1908

Hours
1 – 8 p.m. Mondays and Tuesdays
11 a.m. – 6 p.m. Wednesdays, Thursdays 
and Saturdays
Closed Fridays and Sundays

Library events

Homework Help
5 – 7:45 p.m. Mondays and 6 – 7:45 p.m. 

Tuesdays
Homework Help volunteers will be at 

this branch to assist students on a drop-in 
basis throughout the school year, with the 
exception of school holidays.

Grupo Bilingüe de Juegos / Bilingual 
Kaleidoscope Play & Learn

11 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. Thursdays
Grupo Bilingüe de juegos para padres y 

cuidadores con niños entre las edades de 
Nacimiento hasta 5 años. / Bilingual play 
group for ages birth to 5.

High Point branch
3411 SW Raymond St.
206-684-7454

Hours
1 – 8 p.m. Mondays and Tuesdays
11 a.m. – 6 p.m. Wednesdays, Thursdays 
and Saturdays
Closed Fridays and Sundays

Library events

Homework Help
3 – 8 p.m. Mondays, 4 – 8 p.m. Tuesdays 

and 4 – 6 p.m. Wednesdays and Thursdays
Homework Help volunteers will be at 

this branch to assist students on a drop-in 
basis throughout the school year, with the 
exception of school holidays.

Drop-in Chess
4 – 5:30 p.m. Tuesdays
Come play a game of chess! Children 

and teens are invited to drop by for fun and 

Visit your local library this winter and enjoy 
free and fun programs for the whole family

many cases, tenants might not receive a 
water bill at all.

Got all that?
Part of the challenge in explaining the 

new water billing system is that every 
household’s rent and utility expenses are 
different. With rents based on income, utility 
allowances calculated by a variety of factors 
and water consumption based on actual use, 
there are a nearly unlimited number of an-
swers to one simple question: How will the 
new water billing impact my rent?

While it’s impossible to answer that ques-
tion for everyone reading this article, we can 
explore some of the basics.

First, let’s look at the current system.  
According to HUD guidelines, a public-
housing tenant is expected to pay 30 percent 
of his or her household income as rent. But 
that percentage assumes a reasonable use 
of utilities are included, so most tenants 
also receive a utility allowance, which 
is deducted from their monthly rent. The 
utility allowance helps offset the cost of 
their utility bills, which are paid to a utility 
company (such as Seattle City Light and 
Puget Sound Energy).

Today, HOPE VI tenants pay rent to Se-
attle Housing, and also pay utility bills for 
their electricity, gas and water/sewer use.

Under the new water billing system, wa-
ter/sewer usage up to an average threshold is 
included in your rent. The threshold is based 
on unit size, building type, the type of heat 
it uses, and the community in which it is 
located.  In our example below, we will as-
sume a hypothetical three-bedroom unit has 
a water use threshold of 140 gallons per day. 

At least one thing is true for everyone in 
the new system: The size of their water bills 
will decrease. After the new water billing 
system takes effect, households will only 
pay a water bill if they exceed their daily 
water use threshold. 

That means that if our hypothetical three-
bedroom household averages 145 gallons of 

water use per day, the family will be billed 
for five gallons of water per day.  The first 
140 gallons per day are part of the water 
threshold, and are already included in the 
rent.

But what happens if a household uses less 
than its threshold? In that case, the tenant 
will receive a credit for the difference. We 
return to our hypothetical three-bedroom 
household: This month it uses 135 gallons of 
water per day. When that household receives 
its water/sewer statement, it will see that it 
has received a water bill credit of five gal-
lons per day. That credit will be applied to 
the household’s water/sewer bill account in 
the following month, because the household 
didn’t exceed its 140 gallon/day threshold.

It’s also important to note that the new 
water use thresholds will replace the water/
sewer utility allowance. In essence, what 
was once a dollar amount to help pay a 
water bill is now a water amount to reduce 
the size of a tenant’s water/sewer bill. As 
noted above, households who use less than 
their water threshold in a given month will 
not receive a water bill. Those who exceed 
the threshold will be billed only for the 
difference.

One substantial benefit to tenants: Be-
cause the water credit is measured in gallons 
instead of dollars, they’re shielded from the 
City’s rate increases. Michelle Chen, of the 
Housing Operations department, noted that 
the City’s water rates locally have increased 
by 55 percent since 2008, while sewer rates 
have climbed 38 percent. That’s led to an 
average bill increase of 30 percent to 50 
percent for HOPE VI tenants, depending 
on unit size.

“(Seattle Housing) has no control over 
water rates,” Chen said.

With rent for the majority of tenants 
calculated annually and protected from in-
creases, the housing authority will foot the 
bill for most water and sewer rate increases. 
Tenants will only pay increased rates for 
their water use that exceeds the prescribed 
threshold.

“Because the threshold is in gallons, 

(Seattle Housing) absorbs the rate increase,” 
Chen said.

In the course of analyzing the water-bill-
ing systems in its HOPE VI communities, 
the housing authority has identified other 
changes it plans to implement.

One such change involves replacement of 
the submetering equipment in the HOPE VI 
communities. The submetering equipment, 
which transmits usage for billing purposes, 
will be replaced with new equipment.

The current submetering equipment was 
a source of concern for some who attended 
the forum at NewHolly. A few commented 
that they believed faulty submeters were 
contributing to inaccurate water bills.

While acknowledging that there have 
been problems with some of the subme-
tering transmitters at NewHolly, Brandon 
explained that the transmitter only transmits 
usage data electronically — it doesn’t track 
water usage. When a submeter’s transmit-
ter fails, water use is checked by manually 
reading the water submeter. It’s the water 
submeter — not the transmitter — that 

gauges water use.
“If anyone believes the equipment in 

their unit is faulty, let us know right away,” 
Brandon said.

The housing authority also announced it 
would introduce a monthly billing cycle for 
water/sewer. Some tenants had expressed 
frustration with the previous, two-month 
billing cycle, which meant having to budget 
for larger bills. It’s believed that monthly 
bills will be easier to budget for.

Brandon also reiterated management 
will not pursue eviction for late payment 
of utility bills. And he said the housing 
authority will continue to provide flexible 
repayment plans for those tenants who have 
unpaid bills.

In addition to the community meeting in 
Rainier Vista, which is scheduled for Janu-
ary, the housing authority will also host a 
series of smaller language-based meetings 
in each of the three HOPE VI communi-
ties beginning in December. Contact your 
community’s property management staff 
for meetings times and locations. 

Water
Continued from Page 1

New sidewalks provide greater 
mobility at Lake City House

PHoto By tyler rouSH

Greg Potter, of Lake City House, is thrilled with the new sidewalks on 33rd 
Avenue NE, outside of his building. The new walkways replace what was once an 
undeveloped side street with a narrow gravel shoulder.

Positive changes made while 
discussing a new water billing 
system

Throughout its dialogue with HOPE VI 
residents in addressing water billing, the 
housing authority identified and imple-
mented a number of changes in response 
to resident feedback:

• Increased customer service – The 
housing authority has trained property 
management staff to better assist resi-
dents. 

• No pay-or-vacate notice – The hous-
ing authority will not give residents an 
eviction notice solely for delinquent 
water bills.  Seattle Housing will send a 
Past Due Notice that asks residents with 
delinquent accounts to enter into a pay-
ment plan, which could be stretched over 
a 12-month period. Accounts that still 
remain unpaid could ultimately be sent 

to a collection agency. 
• No estimating of bills – Seattle 

Housing stopped estimating water bills 
in October 2011. When submeters are not 
working properly, maintenance staff will 
physically read the submeter.

• Monthly billing – Seattle Housing 
has entered into an agreement with Yes 
Energy Management to provide monthly 
water and sewer statements to HOPE VI 
tenants. The monthly billing cycle was 
requested by some residents to better 
manage their monthly budgets. Water/
sewer billing had previously been on a 
bimonthly schedule.

• Installing new submetering equip-
ment – Seattle Housing is undertaking a 
capital improvement project to install new 
submetering equipment in the HOPE VI 
communities. The project is expected to 
be completed by spring of 2013.

Please see “library” on Page 4
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tHe VoiCe

PHotoS By roBert WrigHt

Robert Wright’s photographs cover 
such wide-ranging subjects as Oprah 
Winfrey and Elliott Bay, and shapes both 
concrete and abstract. Sports fans know 
CenturyLink Field (home of the Seahawks 
and Sounders) and the late SuperSonics. 
Local travelers (or fans of the TV show 
Twin Peaks) will recognize Snoqualmie 
Falls and Salish Lodge.

more photos

To see galleries of Robert Wright’s 
images, visit www.wrightimages.com/
photography.html and click the links on 
the left sidebar.

brain and optic nerve damage. He was 16 
days old.

The injury is still with him today, affect-
ing his short-term memory, his tolerance 
for pain (he has a higher-than-average pain 
threshold) … and his sight.

He doesn’t blame his parents for what 
happened — there were circumstances be-
yond their control, he said. In a way, he’s 
grateful for the timing of the accident.

“Because I had it so early in life, I don’t 
have a point of reference,” Wright said. “So 
that was a blessing.”

Though challenged by his injuries, 
Wright’s parents were unfailing in their 
support for him, encouraging him to pursue 
whatever opportunities were set before him. 

“They never labeled me handicapped — I 
never knew the word,” he said.

In high school in Bremerton, Wright 
managed the football and baseball teams, 
carried a briefcase with him to class and 
was voted homecoming king. He graduated 
with a 3.55 GPA.

Then came college — 22 years of college. 
Wright enrolled at Bremerton’s Olympic 
College out of high school, taking a lighter 
course load to complete the work at his own 
pace. After completing his associate degree, 
he enrolled at the University of Washington, 
and sought admission to the business school. 
But he was frustrated when he said he was 
repeatedly denied admission. He persisted 
for 10 years. When he was finally accepted, 
his first quarter he pulled a 3.1 GPA.

“All through my life, I’ve had to go 200 
percent to get to 100 percent,” he said.

Today he holds dual Bachelor’s degrees 
from UW in business and speech commu-
nications.

Photography has remained one of his 
deepest passions. In his apartment, he has 
boxes and albums full of his photographs, 
spanning four decades of his work. One of 
his photographs — taken with a manual-
focus camera — appeared in the Bremerton 
Sun in 1978. He’s also photographed an 
eye-popping number of celebrities, from 
local personalities such as John Curley, J.P. 
Patches and Jean Enerson, to famous actors 
and athletes — Bruce Campbell, Charles 
Barkley, Jamie Foxx, even Oprah Winfrey.

“They’re hard to get to, so every time 
I get to (photograph them), it serves as an 
example that everything is possible for the 

Photography
Continued from Page 1

handicapped.”
Wright isn’t satisfied simply with prac-

ticing his favorite hobby — he wants to let 
others who are visually impaired know what 
opportunities are available to them. 

He refers the visually impaired and those 
with disabilities to resources for accessible 
photography, travel and services at his web-
sites, www.wrightimages.com, www.travel-
ready.org and www.wherecanifind.org.

Neighbor Mirriam Simmons, 74, said that 
Wright practices a giving nature, in actions 
as well as words.

“He’s very conscious of helping other 
people,” said Simmons. “He’s always will-
ing to make sure, even with his limitations, 

he’s always willing to help other people.”
He also gives back to his community as 

president of the Tri-Court Resident Council.
Simmons and Wright share a close bond 

— she says that he is like a son to her. When 
Wright makes a trip to the store — he can’t 
legally drive a car, but uses a 21-speed bi-
cycle for transportation — he offers to pick 
up groceries for Simmons, who lives alone.

Wright said that Simmons, to her credit, 
is always patient with his tendency for 
making puns.

“He tries to please everybody,” she said. 
“I try to tell him, ‘Everybody’s not going 
to like you, but you like yourself. You love 
yourself.’”

Wright practices that brand of humility, 
accepting his limitations without letting 
them limit what he can do. And he reminds 
us to turn the lens on ourselves from time 
to time.

“Is there anything you have to ask for 
help in doing?” Wright asked. “If the answer 
is yes, you’re handicapped.”

casual games of chess.

NewHolly branch
7058 32nd Ave. S
206-386-1905

Hours
1 – 8 p.m. Mondays and Tuesdays
11 a.m. – 6 p.m. Wednesdays, Thursdays 
and Saturdays
Closed Fridays and Sundays

Library events

Homework Help
5:45 – 7:45 p.m. Mondays and Tuesdays
Homework Help volunteers will be at 

this branch to assist students on a drop-in 
basis throughout the school year, with the 
exception of school holidays.

Holiday library closures
All locations of the Seattle Public Library 

will be closed Monday, Dec. 24, Tuesday, 
Dec. 25 and Tuesday, Jan. 1, 2013. In addi-
tion, all library locations and the book drops 
at the Central Library will close at 6 p.m. 
Monday, Dec. 31.

Library
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