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Translations  

First round of Metro bus 
cuts takes effect Sept. 27
By King County Department of 
transportation

On Sept. 27, King County Metro Tran-
sit will cut 28 bus routes and reduce or 
change another 13 routes because there is 
not enough funding to continue the current 
level of transit service.

Unfortunately, riders can expect more 
crowding on buses during heavy travel 
times and might have to travel farther to 
reach a bus route that works for them.

The Metro website has suggested route 
options for riders who will lose bus service, 
http://metro.kingcounty.gov/am/future/. 

As part of the regular service change pro-
cess, additional specific information will be 
available in Metro’s trip planner and other 
systems starting early this month. Riders 
can also call 206-263-9770 or email com-
munity.relations@kingcounty.gov if they 
have additional questions or comments.

Sept. 27 service changes 
• 28 deleted routes: 7X, 19, 47, 

48X, 61, 62, 139, 152, 161, 173, 202, 203, 
205X, 209, 210, 211X, 213, 215, 243, 250, 
260, 265, 280, 306X, DART routes 909, 919, 
927, 935.

• 13 revised routes: 27*, 30*, 
200*, 204, 208, 212*, 236*, 238*, 249*, 

312X, 331, DART routes 903, 931.
(* – potentially revised in two phases)
Metro also will make some changes to 

six routes that are not part of the service 
reduction plan. These routes are 24, 48, 49, 
122, 178, and 201.

Three routes that were proposed for de-
letion will continue with funding provided 
by the City of Seattle. These are night owl 
routes 82, 83, and 84.

The King County Council also ap-
proved the reduction of more bus service 
in February 2015. Decisions about those 
specific route changes will be made in 
September. The King County Council also 
will determine future Metro transit service 
levels this fall as it considers the County’s 
2015-16 budget.

The bus cuts in September are to Metro’s 
lowest-performing routes. They either du-
plicate other service; run in peak commute 
periods only but don’t carry enough riders 
or travel fast enough compared to regular 
all-day service, or travel in a corridor that 
meets or exceeds desired transit service 
levels.

Date Time Location
Sept.  16 6-8:30 p.m. Meadowbrook Community Center

10517 35th Ave. NE
Sept.  17 6-8:30 p.m. Yesler Community Center

917 E Yesler Way
Sept.  22 6-8:30 p.m. Rainier Community Center

4600 38th Ave. South
Sept.  23 6-8:30 p.m. NewHolly Gathering Hall

7054 32nd Ave. South
Sept.  29 6-8:30 p.m. High Point Community Center

6920 34th Ave. SW

Seattle Housing Authority will host five public meetings this month about “Stepping 
Forward,” where staff will answer questions about the proposal and ask for resident 
input.  For additional information see http://www.seattlehousing.org and Facebook. 
For more details about “Stepping Forward,” see story on page 3.

SHA Community Meetings on Rent Policy

NewHolly youths turn into 
food waste educators
By eBerley WeDlaKe

Seattle Housing Authority

Anyone who has walked through 
NewHolly this summer might have 
seen them: green wheeled carts, 

colorful flyers and stacks of light brown 
pails– all commandeered by 11 teenagers 
(most of them NewHolly residents).  They 
were headed for NewHolly Seattle Housing 
Authority households, which  are expected 
to start composting by the end of summer.  

Between July 22 and Aug. 15, the youth 
hit the streets, knocking on doors and talk-
ing with their neighbors about what goes 
in the food waste container (all food, food-
soiled paper and yard debris), what can’t 
(everything else – especially plastic bags), 
and how to collect food scraps at home.  
Each family then received a green food 
waste cart along with informational flyers, 
compostable bag samples and an in-kitchen 
compost pail to collect food scraps before 
tossing them in the green cart outside. 

The youth did not start with door-to-
door outreach right away.  Instead, they 
spent the first few weeks of the program 
becoming experts in waste.  They toured 
Seattle Public Utilities’ South Transfer 
Station, Allied Waste’s Recycling Facility, 
and Green Plate Special, an urban garden 
where they harvested giant cabbages and 
radishes and saw firsthand how compost 
is used. Through these experiences, the 
students gained an intricate knowledge of 
what happens to waste and the reasons to 
keep it out of landfills.  This prepared them 
for conducting door-to-door conversations 
and  to create an educational video featuring 
NewHolly staff and residents.  The video 
details how to collect food scraps at home as 
well as at NewHolly Gathering Hall events, 
where the youth led compost bingo games.   

More people besides the youth were 
involved in the summer program.  SHA’s 
NewHolly Management partnered with 
Seattle Parks and Recreation, who in turn 
recruited two college mentors to lead the 
youth under the Student Team Employment 
Program (STEP).  Additionally, SHA’s 
Recycling and Waste Reduction Coordina-
tor designed and implemented the waste-
related curriculum, while the NewHolly 
maintenance team helped manage supplies.  

Zakia, Sadia and Farhiyo have 
volunteered at NewHolly this summer, 
helping educate residents on how to be 
more efficient recyclers. They’re shown 
conducting an audit of waste generated at 
a NewHolly Gathering Hall event.  They 
estimated that 85 percent of what was 
thrown away could have been recycled or 
composted.  Consequently, all Gathering 
Hall event organizers will have access to 
recycling and composting at their events.

photo By eBerley WeDlaKe

Then there were the NewHolly families 
who made the switch from throwing food 
in the garbage to making sure it ended up 
in their new green food waste containers, 
destined to become nutrient-rich compost 
for local parks and gardens.  

The outcomes from the program have 
been positive.  Preliminary data shows the 
percentage of contamination (items that 
don’t belong in the food waste) at a sat-
isfactory 20%, which is lower than levels 
found after previous outreach done without 
the youth.   

As early as this fall, a similar program 
may be underway at an additional SHA 
community where food waste access 
(required by City ordinance) will soon be 
made available.  Both resident youth and 
agency partners will stand to benefit from 
this continued collaboration.    
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School-based clinics play an important role 
for busy families
By Colin WalKer, mha
Neighborcare Health

It’s the week before school starts and 
your 16-year-old daughter casually men-
tions that she needs to have a physical in 
order to play her fall sport. Why not con-
sider a school-based health center?  

Back to school is a busy time for families. 
The school-based health centers (SBHCs) 
are the ideal place for youth to get care; 
they are located at the school so there is no 
travel involved, making scheduling much 
easier. Students seem to feel the SBHC is 
‘their place.’ As one student said, “When I 
walk into the health center, people smile at 
me. That doesn’t always happen in middle 
school.”

What is a school-based health center 
(SBHC)?

A SBHC is a health clinic in the school. 
Providers at SBHCs are professional li-
censed mental health, medical and dental 
practitioners and have a special interest in 
working with school-aged youth.

In Seattle Public Schools there is a SBHC 
in every public high school, a majority of 
the middle schools and eight elementary 
schools.  The centers are partially funded by 
the City of Seattle Families and Education 
Levy. Health care organizations including 
Neighborcare Health, Group Health Co-
operative and Seattle Children’s Hospital 
serve as the sponsor of the SBHCs, and 
staff, manage and operate the sites.

Who can use the health center?
All students enrolled at a school are eli-

gible to use the services of a school-based 
health center as long as they are registered. 
The parent or guardian just needs to com-
plete the registration form included in the 
school’s first-day packet. Registration forms 
are also available in the SBHC and often on 
the clinic’s or school’s website.  

What services are available?
In addition to sports physicals, the 

centers provide all the services typically 
found in a family practice medical office, 
as well as mental health services and often 
dental care. School-based health centers 
are unique in that they create a youth-
friendly environment and specialize in 
services for school-aged children. SBHCs 
integrate with the school environment and 
provide services that allow for students to 
be healthier and better able to learn. Care 
related to asthma, flu and colds, injuries, 
stomach pains, reproductive health, acne 
and headaches is common. Individual, fam-
ily and group mental health counseling and 
intervention services are also available. A 
number of SBHCs provide comprehensive 
on-site dental care as well. Staff are avail-
able to talk with students, parents, and 
families about a variety of topics.

What is the cost of an appointment at 
a school-based health center?

No student will be denied services due to 
inability to pay. Because the City of Seattle 
Families and Education Levy covers only 
a portion of the cost to operate the centers, 
sponsoring organizations will bill insur-
ance when possible. For students on Apple 
Health, services are billed directly and the 
student/family will have no out-of-pocket 
expense. Please call your school’s health 
center if you would like more information. 

Students appreciate having these ser-
vices available at school and say that getting 
health care at school helps them be more 
attentive in class. For more information, 
contact the school-based health center at 
your school.

Colin Walker is the school-based pro-
gram manager for Neighborcare Health, 
which operates school-based health centers 
in 12 different schools in the Seattle School 
District.

When school starts this year, hundreds 
of students will register for the Bailey 
Gatzert School-Based Health Center, one 
of 12 school-based centers operated by 
Neighborcare Health in Seattle.

Students are seen during the school year 
for medical and mental health services, 
including vaccines, well-child checks and 
preventive health visits. All students at 
Bailey Gatzert are also screened each year 
for dental health. Neighborcare Health’s 
school-based dental program then follows 
up with these students and families to help 
coordinate access to a dental clinic. 

The mental health counselor also works 
with the school counselor to increase stu-
dent social-emotional skills through a vio-
lence prevention program called “Second 
Step” that is taught to fifth graders.

The clinic is open several days a week 
during school hours. Families may call or 
visit the school-based health center and 
before- and after-school appointments are 
available. Students may also visit the Health 
Center by getting a pass from their teacher 
or when referred by the school nurse. Call 
206-548-3162. The Health Center is closed 
during school holidays and summer break. 

Bailey Gatzert’s School-Based Health Center

Be Safe
Back to school 
safety tips
By Kylie helmuth

Seattle Neighborhood Group

The rainy days are back, which means 
summer is quickly coming to an end, and 
time for children to go back to school. We 
would like to remind pedestrians and driv-
ers to be cautious whenever a new school 
year starts. Students should be careful 
when walking to and from school. Drivers 
should also be aware that school is back in 
session, and to watch out for more students 
out walking. Closer to fall, there will be less 
daylight and children will be out early in the 
morning when they’re more difficult to see.

Here are some tips for walkers from the 
Seattle Police Department:

• Never cross the street against a red 
light, even if you do not see any traf-
fic coming.

• Pay special attention to all traffic 
signals and crossing guards. 

• Look up and not down at your phone 
while walking.

• Plan a safe walking route to and 
from the school or bus stop. Choose 
the most direct way with the fewest 
street crossings and if possible, with 
intersections that have traffic controls. 

• Use the buddy system, and walk with 
a friend or family member.

• Remind your children about strang-
ers. A stranger is someone who is 
not known by the child. A friend of 
parents, a friend of the child’s friend 
or a neighbor can be a stranger. A 
stranger can be a good guy or bad guy.

• Wear bright colors and ref lective 
clothing so that drivers can see you 
easier.

• Advise children to arrive early for 
buses, stay out of the street, and to wait 
for the bus to come to a complete stop 
before approaching the street.

Tips for drivers:
• Watch for children entering the street 

from behind buses or running to 
catch the bus.

• Drive slowly when approaching 
children walking or biking near the 
street.

• Watch your speed when entering a 
school zone.

• Keep your eyes out for children 
around schools and bus stops.

• When driving to your children’s 
school, drop off and pick up as close to 
the school as possible. Do not leave un-
til they are safely on school grounds. 

• Create a family ‘code word’ if some-
one other than a parent is going to 
pick up a child at school unexpect-
edly, that person should repeat the 
‘code word’ first before the child 
agrees to leave the safety of the 
school grounds. 

Kylie Helmuth (kylie@sngi.org, 206-323-
9666) is a project coordinator at Seattle 
Neighborhood Group. Please feel free to 
contact Kylie for crime prevention informa-
tion or help with your safety and security 
concerns.

Letter to the editor:  

Tenants Union of 
Washington responds to 
SHA’s “Stepping Forward”

The Seattle Housing Authority plans 
its largest rent increase in its history with 
“Stepping Forward,” which is two steps 
back.

SHA has announced its “Stepping 
Forward” rent reform proposal that will 
apply to “work-able” SHA residents in 
all of its housing programs. Under this 
proposal, even if you have a drop in your 
income, rents would continue to rise over 
a six-year period. After the fifth year, for a 
two-or-three-bedroom unit, tenants would 
need to earn almost $20 per hour to afford 
their housing. If a tenant cannot raise their 
income, the rent will not be lowered, and 
tenants may face eviction or displacement. 
Even with a fully implemented municipal 
$15 minimum wage this proposal will make 
public housing unaffordable for full-time 
minimum wage workers. 

Starting in mid-September SHA is hold-
ing public meetings to receive feedback on 
their proposal. This is tenants only chance 
to inf luence the outcome of this policy. 
Tenants will need to ask themselves: Is it 
realistic to require them to earn almost $20 
per hour to afford SHA housing? If you 
are an SHA tenant interested in meeting 
with other SHA tenants to discuss these 
concerns, contact the Tenants Union of 
Washington State. We can be reached by 
contacting Denechia Powell at denechiap@
tenantsunion.org, or 206-722-6848 x 102.

Jonathan grant

Executive Director, Tenants Union of 
Washington State

First Hill’s 
‘unbreakable’ tree

photo By nanCy garDner

Located between James and Jefferson 
Streets on 9th Avenue, artist Zack Bent 
has applied his own unique micro-
managed and over-stretched supports to 
a tree for visual and metaphorical effect.  
His “Bent Tree Won’t Break’ is part of 
Art Interruptions 2014, an interactive 
installation of exhibits on view throughout 
First Hill until November.

By City of seattle

Temporary artworks intended to elicit 
surprise, beauty or humor are dotted 
through First Hill via the Art Interruptions 
series produced by the Seattle Office of 
Arts & Culture. 

The artworks, intended to last for eight 
to ten weeks, appear on city sidewalks 
and in parks, offering a brief interruption 
in viewers’ days. Ten artists have created 
temporary installations, most of which are 
on view through October, though dates vary 
depending on the type of artwork.
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SEATTLE HOUSING NEWS
Lofton discusses rent policy changes at RAC meeting
By nanCy garDner

The Voice Editor

Attendees of the Aug. 13 Resident Action 
Council meeting heard details of “Step-
ping Forward,” the proposed rent structure 
designed to help residents get living wage 
jobs while adjusting the way Seattle Hous-
ing Authority calculates rent for work-able 
households.

Andrew Lofton, executive director of 
SHA, presented the plan and took questions 
from about 30 residents who attended the 
monthly meeting.   

Under the proposed rent policy, SHA 
would establish fixed rent levels, or steps, 
that would be based on apartment size and 
length of time a resident remains in public 
housing or holds a voucher.  Lofton ex-
plained that there would be not time limits 
for public housing or holding a voucher 
and that rents would remain significantly 
below market. The plan would only apply 
to work-able households, or those with at 
least one person between 24 and 61 who 
does not have a disability that prevents 
them from working.  Households with no 
work-able adults would continue to pay 
rent based on their income. There are about 

4,600 work-able households in Seattle 
public housing that would be affected by 
“Stepping Forward,” which would take 
four years to fully implement if adopted. 
All work-able residents would go through 
a workforce assessment and would receive 
more training and education to help them 
achieve higher-paying jobs.   Lofton said 
the end goal is to enable residents to achieve 
economic self-sufficiency and help shorten 
the time people spend waiting to get into 
public housing.  

According to SHA, there are more than 
9,000 households on public housing wait 
lists who each spend roughly four years 
waiting to find a place to live.

“We’ve asked ourselves, how can we 
serve more people and not turn our backs 
on those waiting for assistance?” Lofton 
said.  “We know the aspiration and moti-
vations to be self-sufficient are there, and 
SHA believes it can provide the training 
that will get people into living-wage jobs.  
We’ll help provide the support people need 
to become more successful and market-
able in the workplace and make more than 
minimum wage jobs.”

Also attending the meeting  was Jona-
than Grant, executive director of the Ten-

ants Union of Washington State, who char-
acterized SHA’s proposed plan as “hugely 
flawed.”  Grant argued that incomes won’t 
rise fast enough to keep up with the rent 
increases, and that “Stepping Forward” 
would have a disproportionate impact on 
immigrant households.  

Olive Ridge resident Rachael Harding 
said she’s concerned that the newly pro-
posed rent policy will adversely affect her 
and her 19-year-old son. 

Harding, who is a single mother, said 
the  plan seems hastily planned and poorly 
orchestrated. 

“How are they going to allow for people 
to return to school under this new plan?” 
she asked.  “They’re doing this just like 
they’ve instituted other policies, like the 
no-smoking one--without thinking outside 
the box and just pulling it out of the blue.”

Lofton said that SHA has considered 
about a dozen different policies, and that 
the initial planning stages for “Stepping 
Forward” began in May 2013.

Yesler’s renovated Baldwin apartments re-open
The building marks the first completed project in the Yesler Terrace redevelopment plan
By sven Koehler

Seattle Housing Authority

If a building could smile, then 
you would see a big grin across 
the brick façade of the Baldwin 

Apartments. The renovation completed this 
August transformed the previously derelict 
structure into a very desirable home for 15 
residents.

The smiles are mirrored by people 
around the building, too. Ricky Johnson, a 
new tenant, loves the beautiful interiors of 
his new home.  Juan Media, who headed the 
construction project, is proud of his team’s 
accomplishment.  Jonathan Shibuya, part of 
the property management’s leasing team, 
is pleased to be able to offer residents the 
first truly accessible apartments at Yesler 
Terrace.

And Anne Fiske-Zuniga , who was at 
helm of the development team when the 
project started in 2012 and is now Seattle 
Housing Authority’s  Deputy Executive 
Director,  is thrilled to deliver the first 
replacement housing of the Yesler Terrace 
redevelopment project.  

The three-story brick building was origi-
nally built in 1918 as a walk-up with more 
than 30 tiny, substandard apartments.   The 
total renovation involved rebuilding all the 
interior walls to add seismic reinforcing and 
an elevator.  The former apartments were 
combined to offer 15 larger living spaces 
with full-size kitchens and bathtubs. One 
unit now has fully accessible features that 
meet stringent Uniform Federal Accessibil-
ity Standards (UFAS). 

Medina’s favorite feature might be the 
way natural light fills the apartments from 
the high ceilings and big windows typical 
of older construction. “I am especially 
proud of the way we were able to keep the  
building’s window openings large with 
custom-sized windows,” he said.  The added 
insulation makes for deep window sills that 
add to the interior appeal.

In August, Bonnie Johnson was one of the first residents to move back to her old 
neighborhood at Yesler Terrace after being relocated during renovations. Her new 
home at The Baldwin Apartments is one of the first 15 units of replacement housing 
created during the project.  

photo By sven Koehler

Ricky Johnson has the distinction of be-
ing the first to relocate from Yesler Terrace 
in 2013, and is the first to return.  

He says he likes the natural light, too, 
and also really appreciates the seismic 
upgrades. 

“I was just getting out of homeless-
ness and living at the Morrison in Pioneer 
Square during the big earthquake (known 
as the Nisqually earthquake of 2001, John-
son said.  “I was rattled around and freaked 
out by the cracks all along my ceiling.”

As part of the commitment to residents 
who moved to make way for the current 
construction at Yesler Terrace, SHA is 
offering priority for returning residents to 
choose units at the redevelopment, as well 
as assistance moving back. Johnson said he 

appreciated the year –and-a half he lived at 
Center Park, about two miles from Yesler 
Terrace.  But he is excited to return to his 
old neighborhood. 

 “I am glad to be back closer to exercise 
facilities I used at Seattle University. That 
place really helped me get back my mental 
health,” he said of his recovery from illness 
after a head injury. 

The Baldwin is located at the corner of 
Fir Street and 13th Ave., just one stop on the 
new streetcar line from Johnson’s old home 
in the heart of Yesler Terrace.  The Housing 
Authority also provides affordable housing 
at the Ritz Apartments on the opposite end 
of 13th Ave., and historic Washington Hall 
is right across Fir Street.

Former Baldwin resident Bonita Johnson 
(no relation to Ricky) and her family were 
longtime residents of the Central District, 
where she grew up in the neighborhood even 
before construction of Yesler Terrace in the 
late 1930s. She raised her children there as 
a single mom in the ‘50s. 

She, too, returned to the renovated apart-
ment building and selected a corner unit 
at the Baldwin that is right across from 
historic Washington Hall. 

Johnson fondly recalls attending her first 
formal dance there as a teenager back in the 
1940s, just steps from her new home.

Bonnie Johnson’s face lit up when she 
took a tour of her new place at the Baldwin 
before leasing it in August. 

Pointing to the arched doorway of Wash-
ington Hall that she could see from her 
bedroom window, a f lood of memories 
came to her.  

“Right there, as a teenager, I borrowed 
a formal gown for a dance at Washington 
Hall,” she said. “I remember some fun times 
around here,”  she added, smiling.  And it 
seemed like the old bricks of the Baldwin, 
freshly revamped, smiled with her at the 
same memory.

The Resident Action Council will hold its 
next meeting from 1-3 p.m. on Sept. 10 in 
the Jefferson Terrace meeting room at 800 
Jefferson Street.  

RAC president Kristin O’Donnell says 
the group will discuss if the proposed rent 
policy is realistic and fair.  Other issues 
expected to be covered include if there will 
be enough assistance for Seattle Housing 
Authority residents who have difficulty 
finding higher paying work, and what hap-
pens in a recession when jobs are scarce.  

Additionally, RAC members will discuss 
what will happen to SHA residents under the 
proposed policy who have limited ‘work-
ability’ but who are not completely disabled.

All residents of Seattle Housing Author-
ity’s Low Income Public Housing are wel-
come to attend. RAC reimburses bus fare 
and carpool mileage. 

September resident 
action council 
meeting to focus on 
“Stepping Forward”
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Do you know where this photo was taken?  Here’s a clue:  It’s somewhere in one of 
Seattle Housing Authority’s properties.  If you can identify the location and are one 
of the first two readers to contact The Voice’s editor, Nancy Gardner, with the correct 
description, you’ll win a free bag of produce courtesy of the Seattle P-Patch Market 
Garden.
Call or email Nancy with your guesses, (206) 461-8430, ext. 227 or nancyg@nhwa.org
Congratulations to Tim Van Liew, who won our August contest.

Mystery Garden Contest:  Where was this picture taken?SHA seeks public comment on 
Moving to Work 2015 budget
By seattle housing authority

Residents and community members are 
invited to comment on Seattle Housing Au-
thority’s 2015 budget and Moving to Work 
(MTW) annual plan. The budget and plan 
outline the agency’s priorities and resources 
for the coming year.

New activities under consideration in 
the 2015 MTW Plan include a pilot to 
provide a self-sufficiency assessment for 
newly admitted households and households 
experiencing a decrease in income, and a 
one-year Seattle residency requirement 
before households with Housing Choice 
Vouchers can use them to move outside of 
the community. Additional MTW activities 
under consideration include streamlining 
the income verification processes.

The 2015 budget summary and plan will 
be available for comment beginning Sept. 
3 until the end of the month. Comments 
may be submitted via the website: www.

seattlehousing.org, by mail:  SHA, P.O. 
Box 19028, Seattle, 98109, or by phone 
(206) 615-3576. 

SHA will also present the plan and 
budget at a public hearing at 3:00 p.m. 
Thursday, Sept. 25 at its office at 190 Queen 
Anne Ave N. 

The deadline for comments is Oct. 2. Af-
ter that, SHA staff will inform the Board of 
Commissioners of the comments received 
and will take those comments into consid-
eration. This may result in modifications to 
the plan or budget. 

At the Board of Commissioners meeting 
in mid-October, staff will ask the Board to 
adopt the budget and plan for 2015. Fol-
lowing Board adoption, the plan will be 
submitted to HUD for approval.

Youth explore the working world of Yesler Terrace redevelopment
By mieesha mohr

Special to The Voice

What will people find hidden in 
the walls of Seattle’s Washington 
Hall 50 years from now? Posters 

and recorded interviews of Jimi Hendrix and 
Billie Holiday. The materials are just some 
of the items in a time capsule assembled 
by 18-year-old Yesler Terrace resident Ab-
dulwahab Haji-Eda for his internship with 
Historic Seattle. Haji-Eda is one of five 
participants in the Yesler Terrace Summer 
Youth Engagement Program (SYEP), a paid 
internship opportunity sponsored by the 
Seattle Housing Authority.

Since 2007, Seattle Housing has coor-
dinated opportunities for Yesler Terrace 
youth to learn about redevelopment in 
their neighborhoods. The current program 
matches young adults with employers en-
gaged in redevelopment. The interns gain 
job skills and explore different careers 
while the employers benefit from the young 
residents’ unique perspective. Employers 
for the 2014 program are SMR Architect, 
Retail Lockbox, Andersen Construction, 
Historic Seattle, and Seattle Housing Au-
thority’s Development Department.

Historic Seattle is renovating Washing-
ton Hall, a 106-year-old building on the 
corner of E Fir Street and 14th Avenue. Res-
toration of the hall will ensure its continued 
accessibility and use for the neighborhood 
as a community gathering and performing 
arts space. Hendrix, Holiday and many 
other famous musicians once performed 
there. The time capsule Haji-Eda is putting 
together is just one way of preserving that 
rich cultural history. 

“I’ve enjoyed working with such positive 
people,” said Haji-Eda. “They’ve helped me 
improve my communications skills.” 

Kyree McGhee, 17, an intern working 
with SMR Architects, has been learning 

SYEP participants Mieesha Mohr and Abdulwahab Haji-Eda work on glass mosaics 
during a visit to the studio of Mauricio Robalino. Artwork created by Robalino and 
several community members will be incorporated into the 10th Avenue S Hillclimb. 

how to read architectural plans and under-
stand how apartments are designed to ac-
commodate residents who use a wheel chair.

 “I really appreciate all this internship 
program has taught me,” said McGhee. ”It 
has made me become more interested in 
landscape architecture.” He said he might 
even consider a similar career path once he 
graduates from Garfield High School.

Participants Asha Abdi, 20, and Mar-
quise Brown, 16, can walk to work. Abdi 
is learning how to be organized and detail 
oriented while working in the mail room 
at Retail Lockbox. Marquise Brown puts 
on his hard hat and boots when working 
with Andersen Construction, contractor 
for Yesler Terrace’s first new building at 
1105 E Fir St. 

Interns work at their job sites between 
Monday and Thursday for six hours a day. 
On Fridays, they gather to talk about their 
work experiences with each other, attend 
workshops on job-readiness and learn more 
about Yesler Terrace redevelopment. Seattle 
Housing staff hope the participants will 
have fun on their various assignments but 
also develop their interpersonal and com-
munication skills and benefit from network-
ing opportunities that could help them in 
their professional and personal lives. 

Mieesha Mohr is a Summer Youth En-
gagement Program intern with Seattle 
Housing’s Development Department. A 
June graduate of Garfield High, she will 
attend Seattle University in the fall to study 
social work. During her internship, Mohr 
learned about the redevelopment plan and 
the long and thoughtful process that went 
into it.  She has gained various office skills 
such as creating spreadsheets in Microsoft 
Excel and filing as well as writing this ar-
ticle for publication in The Voice and Yesler 
Terrace blog.

If you are between the ages 16-22, live in 
Yesler Terrace, or recently relocated from 
Yesler Terrace and are interested in ap-
plying for an internship for Summer 2015, 

please contact Cicily Nordness of Seattle 
Housing Authority at (206) 239-1655 or 
cicily.nordness@seattlehousing.org 

Abdulwahab Haji-
Eda, Kyree McGhee, 
Alex Vallandry (Seattle 
Neighborhood Group), 
Mieesha Mohr, and 
Asha Abdi tour Seattle 
Housing’s most recent 
development at Lake 
City Court to learn about 
environmental design 
features and special 
accommodations for 
residents of all ages. 

Photos by Kathlyn 
Paananen.
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Money Matters
Helping you take charge of your 
finances
How life events can affect taxes

Editor’s note:
The region’s first Financial Empower-

ment Center, (FEC) operated by Neigh-
borhood House at Rainier Vista, opened 
in April and can help with financial coun-
seling and affordable banking.  The main 
center is located at 4431 Martin Luther 
King Jr. Way S., and is open Monday to 
Friday.  There are six other FEC satellite 
centers throughout the city.  For locations 
or more information,  call 206- 923-6555 
or email FEC@nhwa.org.

By Jason Clopper

Financial Empowerment Center

As the summer draws to a close, so do 
many of the things that accompany it like 
great weather, swimming adventures, and 
endless weddings. Taking advantage of the 
great weather and scenic settings, many 
couples naturally plan on having their spe-
cial day during the warm summer months. 
One thing many happy couples tend to 
forget is that getting married can have a 
big impact on their taxes, especially if both 
partners are working. Typically when two 
partners have their income combined it 
pushes them up into a higher tax bracket. 
This means that they won’t have been with-
holding enough out of their paychecks to 
cover their tax bill when tax time comes. 
This comes as a shock to many newly mar-
ried couples. Sometimes they can even miss 
out on tax credits they used to qualify for 
as single individuals.

Significant life events such as getting 
married, having a child, moving in with 
a significant other or family can all affect 
your tax return, sometimes in negative ways 
we do not expect. For example, a single par-
ent who moves in to their partner’s home 
may not be able to claim their child as a 

New, enhanced computer 
lab facilities coming to SHa 
residents
By nanCy garDner

The Voice Editor

Three Seattle Housing Authority proper-
ties will receive new computer equipment 
and improvements thanks to support from 
the City of Seattle’s Technology Matching 
Fund.  Denny Terrace and Jefferson Terrace 
will apply approximately $30,000 to update 
hardware and software currently used in the 
computer labs.  Additional classes in other 
languages and drop-in access will also be 
offered to residents in the coming months.  
Equipment to outfit a new computer lab 
along with classes for residents to learn how 
to use computers will be created with the 
$16,000 awarded to Ross Manor.

In all, the City of Seattle awarded 23 
organizations a total of $320,000 in Tech-
nology Matching Funds in August. These 
projects were selected from Seattle’s Tech-
nology Advisory Board from more than 67 
applicants and will contribute a projected 
$685,711 in community matching resources, 
more than double the city’s investment.

“While access to technology has in-
creased for many, there is still a significant 
gap in the access to and use of technology in 
Seattle,” said Mayor Ed Murray. “Technol-
ogy skills are necessary for success in the 
21st century and these funds play a critical 
role in preparing our residents.” 

“These funds play an important role in 
leveling the playing field. They help our 
must vulnerable residents use technol-
ogy in innovative and meaningful ways, 
including seniors, at risk youth, homeless 
women and children, immigrants and 
refugees, and people with disabilities,” said 
Councilmember Bruce Harrell, chair of the 
Public Safety, Civil Rights and Technology 
Committee.

dependent any more if their partner makes 
more money. If the partner is not a recog-
nized legal parent of the child, then no one 
qualifies for the Earned Income Tax Credit, 
a huge financial boost to low-income fami-
lies. If adjustments are made to the parent’s 
tax withholding at their job, they may end 
up owing money.

Similarly, getting divorced or separat-
ing from a significant other also impacts 
taxes. This is even more compelling when 
children are involved. Who can or should 
claim a child for tax purposes is an impor-
tant conversation couples should have. If an 
individual is used to being  qualified and 
apply for the Earned Income Tax Credit 
or Additional Child Tax Credit, (both of 
which can add thousands of dollars to one’s 
income), to no longer being eligible , this 
can be detrimental to  the budget!

When these big life changes happen it is 
important to plan accordingly. If you think 
you will be getting a smaller refund or 
might owe money, then you should increase 
the tax withholding out of your paycheck 
to cover it. If you think you are going to 
get more money back from the IRS, then 
decrease your tax withholding so you get 
more out of each paycheck.  All of this can 
be done by filling out a W-4 form and turn-
ing it into your employer.

But you are not alone in all of this. If you 
are unsure about how a life event could af-
fect your taxes you can schedule an appoint-
ment down at the Financial Empowerment 
Center and we can help guide you through 
it. Give us a call at 206-923-6555 or go to 
http://www.nhwa.org/financialempower-
ment  to set up an appointment.

Jason Clopper is the tax program coor-
dinator at the FEC.

The money will support projects through-
out the city to ensure more Seattleites have 
access to and proficiency using internet-
based technologies. 

The funds will support greater digital 
equity in Seattle. Several projects will 
help Seattle build a diverse technology 
workforce, by providing STEM education 
programs for youth of color and computer 
and applications training to immigrants and 
low-income adults.  

photo By nanCy garDner

The computer lab at Jefferson Terrace is 
always at capacity, but thanks to a new 
grant, access to additional machines 
will allow more residents to use the 
facility.  Additional instructional classes 
about using computers will be offered 
more frequently in languages other than 
English to accommodate this growing 
demand.
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TrANSLATIONSTrANSLATIONSTrANSLATIONS
Н а ч и н а я  с  2 7  с е н т я б р я 

Тр а н с по р т но е  у п р а в л е н и е 
округа Кинг (Metro) отменяет 
28 автобусных маршрутов и 
изменяет обслуживание на 13 
маршрутах. Перемены связаны с 
недостатком бюджетных средств 
для выполнения перевозок в 
текущих объемах. 

К сожалению, ожидается, что 
с наступлением перемен в часы 
пик автобусы будут переполнены 
больше обычного. Кроме того, 
некоторым пассажирам теперь 
придется дольше добираться 
до остановки удобного для них 
автобуса. 

На сайте Metro размещена 
информация об альтернативных 
маршрутах для тех пассажиров, чей 
привычный маршрут отменяется 
или изменяется: http://metro.king-
county.gov/am/future/. В рамках 
стандартного процесса изменения 
обслуживания дополнительные 
подробности будут размещены 
на страничке планирования 
маршрутов Metro (Trip Planner) и 
в других источниках информации 
в  начале сентября. Пока эти 
подробности не опубликованы, 
пассажиры могут обращаться с 
вопросами или комментариями 
по телефону (206) 263-9770 или 
по электронной почте community.
relations@kingcounty.gov. 

Изменения, вступающие в 
силу 27 сентября:

(* изменения потенциально 
будут вводиться постепенно, за 

два раза)
28 маршрутов отменяются: 

7X, 19, 47, 48X, 61, 62, 139, 152, 
161, 173, 202, 203, 205X, 209, 210, 
211X, 213, 215, 243, 250, 260, 265, 
280, 306X, маршруты DART 909, 
919, 927, 935

13 маршрутов изменяются: 
27*, 30*, 200*, 204, 208, 212, 236*, 
238*, 249*, 312X, 331, маршруты 
DART 903, 931

Кроме того, Metro собирается 
изменить обслуживание на шести 
маршрутах вне зависимости от 
описанных выше изменений, 
обусловленных нехваткой средств. 
Это маршруты №24, 48, 49, 122, 
178 и 201. 

Т р и  м а р ш р у т а ,  к о т о р ы е 
п л а н и р о в а л о с ь  о т м е н и т ь , 
у д а л о с ь  с о х р а н и т ь 
благодаря дополнительному 
финансированию из бюджета г. 
Сиэтл. Это ночные маршруты 
№82, 83 и 84. 

Совет ок ру га К инг так же 
у т в е рд и л  допол н и т е л ьн ые 
сок ращен и я  обсл у ж и ван и я 
автобусных маршрутов, которые 
должны начаться в февра ле 
2015 г. Конкретные решения по 
следующему этапу сокращений 
будут приняты в сентябре. Кроме 
того, этой осенью Совет округа 
Кинг определит будущий уровень 
обсл у ж и ва н и я  а вт обусн ы х 
маршрутов в ходе рассмотрения 
бюджета округа на 2015-16 гг. 

Vào ngày 27 tháng 9, công ty Metro sẽ 
cắt 28 tuyến buýt, và giảm lại hoặc thay đổi 
13 tuyến buýt nữa bởi vì không có đủ chi 
phí để tiếp tục mức phục vụ như hiện nay.

Cơ cực là xe buýt sẽ đông người hơn 
trong các giờ cao điểm, và hành khách có 
lẽ phải đi bộ xa hơn để đến tuyến xe buýt 
mình muốn đi.

Trên trang mạng của Metro có những 
đề nghị chọn những tuyến buýt cho những 
ai sẽ bị mất tuyến buýt. http://metro.king-
county.gov/am/future/. Như là phần của thủ 
tục thay đổi, sẽ có thêm thông tin chi tiết để 
hành khách có thể chuần bị cho các chuyến 
đi và các hệ thống này sẽ bắt đầu vào tháng 
9. Trong khi đó thì hành khách có thể gọi 
cho số 206-263-9770 hoặc gởi điện thư đến 
community.relation@kingcounty.gov nếu 
có câu hỏi hay những quan tâm.

Những thay đổi các tuyến phục vụ  kể từ 
ngày 27 tháng 9 

(số tuyến buýt có ký hiệu * sẽ được 
duyệt lại)

•28 tuyến xe buýt sẽ bị cắt: 7X , 19, 47, 
48X, 61, 62, 139, 152,161, 173, 202, 203, 

205X, 209, 210, 211X, 213, 215, 243, 250, 
260, 280, 306X, các tuyến xe buýt DART 
909, 919, 927, 935

•13 tuyến xe buýt được duyệt lại: 27*, 
30*, 200*, 204, 208, 212*, 236*, 238*, 
249*, 312X, 331, các tuyến xe buýt DART 
903, 931

Công ty Metro sẽ thay đổi 6 tuyến xe 
buýt mà không nằm trong kế hoạch giảm 
tuyến đi. Gồm những tuyến 24, 48, 49, 122, 
178 và 201

Có 3 tuyến đươc dự định cắt bỏ , nhưng 
được tiếp tục tài trợ từ ngân khoản của 
thành phố Seattle. Những tuyến xe đêm số 
82 , 83, và 84.

Hội Đồng quận King cũng chấp thuận 
giảm các tuyến buýt vào tháng 2, 2015. 
Những quyết định về thay đổi các tuyến này 
sẽ được phê chuẩn vào tháng 9. Hội Đồng 
Quận King cũng sẽ quyết định về tương lai 
của công ty xe buýt Metro và mức độ phục 
vụ vào mùa thu này khi họ duyệt xét ngân 
quỹ năm 2015-2016 của toàn quận.

BẮT ĐẦU TỪ NGÀY 27 THÁNG 9 
CÔNG TY XE BUÝT METRO CẮT CÁC TUYẾN ĐƯỜNG/By Long Luu

Laga bilaabo 27ka bisha September 
waxaa bilaabanaya jaritaanka 28 bus iyo 
yaraynta ama xawilaada 13 kale dhaqaale 
yari awgeed.

Nasiib darro, sida ay u badantahay 
bas raacayaashu waxa ey lakulmidoon-
aan buuxdhaaf aaney ubaran ama safaro 
dhaadheer sidii ey u gaarilahaayeen halkii 
ey u socdeen.

Baraha internetka Metro (website) ayaad 
ka eegankartaan macluumaad ku saabsan 
wadooyinka aad ku bedelqnkartaan kuwii 
la jaray. http://metro.kingcounty.gov/am/
future taas oo ka mid ah adeegyadayda 
joogtada ah. Wixii loogaaro bilawga Sep-
tember waxaad faahfaahin dheeraad ah 
ka helidoontaan (Merto trip planer) oo ku 
dhigan boggayaga internetka. Macaamii-
shayadu wexey nagalasoo xiriirikaran 
206-263-9770 ama emailka community.
relations@kingcounty.gov. wixii ku saa-
bsan isbedelka adeega bilaabanaya 27ka 
bisha September.

(* lagu fulindoono laba waji am qay-

bood)
• 28ka khad ee la jaridoono: 7X, 19, 
47, 48X, 61, 62, 139, 152, 161, 173, 202, 
203, 205X, 209, 210, 211X, 213, 215, 243, 
250, 260, 265, 280, 306X, DART routes 
909, 919, 927, 935.
• 13 revised routes: 27*, 30*, 200*, 
204, 208, 212*, 236*, 238*, 249*, 312X, 
331, DART routes 903, 931. 

Adeega Metro waxa kale oo wax kabe-
deli doona lix khad oo aan kujirin jarita-
anka kor ku xusan.  Lixdaasi khadna waa: 
24, 48, 49, 122, 178, and 201. 

The King County Council wexey kaloo 
ansixisay dhimida basaskale oo dheeraad 
ah oo bilaabanaya bisha February 2015. 
Go’aanka khadadka la dhimidoono waxaa 
la gaaridoona bisha September. The King 
County Council waxa kale oo ey xadidi 
doontaa mustaqbalka heerarka adeegyada 
isgaasiinta Metro jiilalkan inagu soo fooleh 
iyada oo tixgelineysa miisaaniyada deg-
mada u qoeshaysan sanadka 2015-16.

Jaritaanka adeega isgaarsiinta Metro oo bilaabanaya bisha Sept. 27/By 
Mahamoud Gaayte

С 27 сентября начинаются сокращения автобусных 
маршрутов/By Irina Vodonos

ካብ 27  መስከረም ጀሚሩ፡ ሜት ሮ 28 
መስመራት ኣውቶቡስ ከምዚቋረጽ ኪገብር እዩ። 
ብተወስኺ ኸኣ ኣብ 13 መስመራት ምጉዳልን 
ምቅይያርን ኪግበር እዩ። እቲ ኣገልግሎት ከምዘለዎ 
ኪቕጽል ዘይተኻእለሉ ምኽንያት ከኣ ዋሕዲ ገንዘብ 
ስለዘጋጠመ እዩ።

በዚ ምኽንያት እምበኣር ኣብ ኣውቶቡሳት 
ጽቕጥቅት ኪህሉ፣ ከምኡውን ኣውቶቡስ ንምርካብ 
ናብ ዝረሓቐ ቦታ ምኻድ ኬጋጥም ይኽእል እዩ። 

ብምኽንያት እዚ፡ ዝግበር ለውጢ ኮነ ምጉዳል 
ሜትሮ ባስ ኣገልግሎት ንዝተቛረጾም ኣማራጺ ኣብ 
ናይ ሜትሮ ዌብሳይት (//metro.kingcounty.gov/
am/future/  ክዝርጋሕ እዩ ፡፡ ተወሳኺ ሓበሬታ 
ካብ መጀመርታ ወርሒ መስከረም ኣብ ሜትሮ ትሪፕ 
ፕላነር  ከምዚዝርጋሕ ኪግበር እዩ። ተገልገልቲ ኣብ 
ተሌፎን ቁጽሪ 206-263-9770 ብምድዋል ወይ 
ድማ ብኢመይል community.relations@king-
county   ሕቶን ርእይቶን ኬቕርቡ ይኽእሉ እዮም። 

መስከረም 27 ዝግበር ለውጢ ኣገልግሎት 
ኣውቶቡስ፣

•	 28 መስመራት ኣውቶቡስ ክስረዝ እዩ፣ 
7X, 19, 47, 48X, 61, 62, 139, 152, 161, 173, 202, 

203, 205X, 209, 210, 211X, 213, 215, 243, 250, 
260, 265, 280, 306X, DART routes 909, 919, 
927, 935.

•	 13 ዝቀያየር መስመራት ኣውቶቡሳት 
ኪህሉ እዩ፡ 27*, 30*, 200*, 204, 208, 212*, 236*, 
238*, 249*, 312X, 331, DART routes 903, 931. 

•	 ብተወሳኺ ሜትሮ ኣብዚ ዝስዕብ 6 
መስመራት ገለገለ ለውጥታት ኪገብር  እዩ፣24 ፡ 
48፡ 49, 122፡ 178፡  201. 

•	 እዘን ዚስዕባ 3 መስመራት ኣውቶቡስ 
ኪስረዘ ተመዲበን እዃ እንተነበራ፣ ካብ ምምሕደር 
ከተማ ስያትል ብዝተረኽበ ሓገዝ ገንዘብ ምኽንያት 
ከምዝቕጽላ ኪግበር እዩ ፤ 82, 83, and 84፡፡

ናይ ኪንግ ካውንት ባይቶ (ኪንግ ካውንቲ 
ካንስል) ኣብ ወርሒ ለካቲት 2015 እውን ተውሳኺ 
ንምጉዳል መስመአ ኣውቶቡሳት ዝምልከት ሓሳብ 
ተዘራሪቡ ኬጽድቕ እዩ። ኣብ ወርሒ መስከረም ኸኣ 
ብዛዕባ ዝጎድል መስመራት ኣውቶቡስ ዝምልከት 
ዝርዝር ወሳኔ ኪህብ እዩ። ናይ ሜትሮ መጻኢ ዕድል 
እንታይ ኪኸውን ከምዝግብኡ ከኣ ኣብ ወሓት 
ፎል ናይ 2015-16 በጀት ኣብ ዜጽድቀሉ እቅዋን 
ክዘራረበሉ እዩ።

ምቁራጽ ሜትሮ ካብ  27መስከረም ኪጅምር እዩ።/By Habte Negash

በአሁኑ ሰዓት ያለበትን ደረጃና 
የትራንስፖርቴሽን  አገልግሎት 
ለመቀጠል የሚያስችለው በቂ ፈንድ 
ባለመኖሩ በመስከረም 27 ሜትሮ  
ወደ 28 የሚሆኑ መስመሮችን 
ያቋርጣል  በተጨማሪም 13 
መስመሮችን  ይቀንሳል ወይም 
ይቀይራል::
በዚሁም ምክንያት ተሳፋሪዎች 

በ ዛ  ያለ  ሰው  በ አው ቶ ቡ ስ 
ውስጥ ያጋጥማቸዋል በተለይም 
የሚፈልጉትን የአውቶቡስ መስመር 
ለማግኘትም በከባድ የጉዞ ሰዓት ላይ 
ተጨማሪ መንገድ ሊያስኬዳቸው 
ይችላል::
የሜትሮ ድረ ገጽ የአውቶቡስ 

መ ስ መ ራ ቸ ው ን  ለ ሚ ያ ጡ  
ተሳፋሪዎች የመስመር ጥቆማዎችን 
እንዲረዳ ሃሳቦችን አስፍሯል::  
http://metro.kingcounty.gov/am/
future/. በየጊዜው የአገልግሎት 
ለውጥ ሲደረግ እንደሚሰራው 
ቀደም ብሎ መስከረም ከመድረሱ 
በፊት ስለሜትሮ የጉዞ እቅድና 
ተጨማሪ መግለጫዎችን ያወጣል:: 
ተሳፋሪዎች በ206-263-9770 ወይም 
በኢሜል community.relations@
kingcounty.gov  መደወል ወይም 
ጥያቄ ካላቸው መደወል ይችላሉ። 
የመስከረም 27 የአገልግሎት 

የተቀየሩ
(*_ በሁለት ወቅቶች ጉዳዩ 

በደምብ ይታያል)
• 28 deleted routes: 7X, 19, 

47, 48X, 61, 62, 139, 152, 

161, 173, 202, 203,205X, 
209, 210, 211X, 213, 215, 
243, 250, 260, 265, 280, 
306X, DART routes 909, 
919, 927, 935.

• 13 revised routes: 27*, 
30*, 200*, 204, 208, 212*, 
236*, 238*, 249*, 312X, 
331, DART routes 903, 
931.

በተጨማሪም ሜትሮ ከዚህ 
ከሚደረገው የአገልግሎት ቅነሳ  
ውጭ  ስድስት መስመሮችን  
ይቀይራል::
እነዚህም መስመሮች 24, 48, 49, 

122, 178, እን 201 ናቸው::
ካሁን ቀደም በቀረበው ውሳኔ 

ይቋረጣሉ  የተ ባሉት ሶ ስት 
መስመሮች የሲያትል ከተማ ፈንዱን 
መስጠት ስለቀጠለ አገልግሎታቸው 
ይቀጥላል : :  እነዚህም የማታ 
መስመሮች ሲሆኑ  82, 83, እና 
84  ናቸው::
የኪንግ ካውንቲ ካውንሲል 

በተጨማሪ  የአውቶቡስ አገልግሎት 
ቅነሳ በጥቅምት 2015 እንደሚኖር 
አጽድቋል:: ስለጸደቀው እያንዳንዱ 
የአውቶቡስ የመስመር ቅ ነ ሳ 
በመስከረም ይገለጻል::  የኪንግ 
ካውንቲ  ካውንሲል  ወደፊት  
ስ ለሚኖረው  የሜትሮ  ስራና 
አገልግሎት  ለመወሰን  የ2015 - 
16 በጀት በሚያወጣበት ጊዜ በዚህ 
በልግ ወራት ይመለከታል:: 

የሜትሮ አውቶቡስ ቅነሳ መስከረም 27 ይጀምራል/By Assaye Abunie

No Spanish translation this month.  Our translator is on vacation. 
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Hard work, prudent budgeting yield dividends for High Point 
resident

Xinyu Wang, a High Point resident and immigrant from China, has made home 
ownership his priority.  The 25-year-old has held multiple jobs while earning his 
bachelor’s degree so he can live debt-free and focus on his dream of owning his own 
home.  He aims to repay the people who’ve helped him along his journey in the United 
States by working in the public sector and continuing his volunteer activities.

photo By nanCy garDner

At 25, Xinyu Wang truly 
knows the value of hard 
work.  In the eight years 

he’s been in the United States, Wang has 
kept true to his natural inclination to be 
budget-conscious and frugal. He completed 
his bachelor’s degree in political science at 
the University of Washington in four years 
while working two part-time jobs.  This al-
lowed him to keep his student loans in the 
bank, and graduate in the black—something 
very few college students manage to do.  
And he taught himself the English language 
quickly on his own through exposure to 
native-English speakers while working 
toward his degree. 

At age 18, Wang’s father told him he’d 
need to move out and support himself, so 
he worked with Seattle Housing Authority 
and Neighborhood House to apply for low 
income housing, and spent about two-and-
a-half years living in Yesler Terrace while 
going to school. He said he lived frugally 
and kept his job as a bus boy at a restau-
rant in Seattle’s Chinatown for six years, 
sometimes only eating one meal each day.  
He did this, he said, so that he could return 
his loans with no burden of debt on his 
shoulders when he graduated.

A native of Qiqihar, China, today Wang 
works for the Washington State Department 
of Social and Health Services where he is 
a financial services specialist and helps 
consult others with their financial problems.  
His plans include eventually giving back to 
Seattle’s Yesler Terrace community, which 
he credits with instilling in him a sense of 
community and volunteerism.  He dreams 

of paying this forward by working in the 
public sector as either an ambassador or 
politician, where he could serve the public 
in some way, he said.

“I believe if you work hard you can 
achieve anything,” Wang said.  “If you work 
hard, it’s sometimes not always possible to 
achieve everything, but if you don’t work 
hard, nothing is possible.”

In May, Wang lent his presentation skills 
to his old neighborhood (he has since moved 
to High Point because of construction that 
has displaced him and some of his neigh-
bors) by addressing a large crowd of com-
munity leaders and guests at a ceremony to 
re-dedicate the historic Yesler Plant, now 
known as the Epstein Opportunity Center.

Larry Hill, a job placement specialist 
with Seattle Housing Authority, calls Wang 
remarkable.

“I first met Xinyu when he was living in 
Yesler Terrace,” Hill says. “I was amazed at 
his professional demeanor and also by the 
fact that he had $10,000 in unspent student 
loans in the bank, gathering interest, which 
he paid off before the due date.  I would not 
be surprised to see Xinyu become a Seattle 
City Council Member within the next five 
or six years,” he added.

Wang said he’s proud of becoming self-
sufficient and will continue helping others 
to escape the poverty he experienced when 
he first moved to this country.  He said that 
he’s looking forward to home ownership, 
ideally in the High Point area, and for which 
he admits he will need to borrow money.

By nanCy garDner

The Voice Editor

Residents and 
neighbors of 
University House 
enjoy the annual 
“Night Out” 
celebration Aug. 5. 
The national event 
helps raise crime 
prevention awareness 
by strengthening and 
connecting community 
members with each 
other. Photo by Matt 
Anderson.

out and about on ‘Night out’ Neighborhood House has partnered with Seattle Parks and Recreation to provide two 
community centers, Yesler and High Point, with more accessible and affordable fitness 
programs as part of their Be Active Together pilot project.   This promotion will run 
for 11 weeks and is available to SHA residents. This partnership makes it possible 
to offer some programs for under $2, as part of the Be Active Together pilot project. 

Register online, by phone or in person. No scholarship application required. Assistance 
in Somali, Vietnamese and Spanish is available (limited hours).  Visit your local com-
munity center to register and ask about scholarships.

Seattle’s Neighborhood Matching Fund 
available to support back-to-school activities
Program awards up to $1,000 for neighborhood-initiated projects

Is your school or neighborhood planning an activity to celebrate the fall “back-
to-school” season? If so, your group may qualify for support from Seattle De-
partment of Neighborhoods  Neighborhood Matching Fund program. Its Small 

Sparks Fund provides matching dollars of up to $1,000 for neighborhood-initiated 
projects that promote community engagement.

Activities could include a back-to-school barbeque, autumn festival, or recruitment 
for parent organizations, but the ideas are endless. The application is online at seattle.
gov/neighborhoods/nmf/webapplication.htm, and the deadline to apply is at least six 
weeks before your activity. To learn more about the Small Sparks Fund call 206-733-
9916 or visit seattle.gov/neighborhoods/nmf/smallsparks.htm.


