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HUD alters
Section 8
funding formula

Housing activists concerned
for program’sfuture; local
housing authorities could be
unaffected

By CHARLES REDELL
\oice editor

Farmer’s market season Is here

InlateApril, the Department of Housing and Urban
Development issued new rulesdetailing how much they
would reimburse housing authorities for Section 8
vouchers. Almost immediately, housing authoritiesand
low-income housing activists, including members of
Congress and the Council of Large Public Housing
Authorities, decried the new rules calling them
“devastating,” “areal threat” and “unacceptable.”

The changethat HUD ismaking isin how the agency
figures out the funding levels for the Housing Choice
Voucher (Section 8) program. According to an
announcement from HUD dated April 22, the amount
housing authoritieswill bereimbursed for their voucher
programs each quarter will now be capped at their
expenditure levels in the summer of 2003 with slight
upward adjustmentsfor inflation.

This new policy is retroactive to Jan. 1 and could
force individual housing authorities to repay HUD
funds already awarded to them for vouchers currently
in use.

Historically, HUD hasreimbursed housing authorities
for the actual cost of each voucher used. Thisnew rule

Please see“ HUD: fundswon'’t ...” on page 3

Governor pitchesinto help with AmeriCor ps project

PHoTo BY CHARLES REDELL, VOICE

On May 19, the summer farmers market season kicked off with the opening of the Columbia City Farmers Market in the
Rainier Valley. Every summer, farmers from all over Washington provide access to fresh, nutritious foods by bringing
their crops to the city and surrounding areas in these vibrant, community-oriented markets. Above, Peruvian dancers
help celebrate opening day. For more on farmers markets all over King County, please see page 2.

Environmental clean up brings volunteers
from all over the region together

By ALyssa Devoe
King County Housing Authority

Saltwater State Park in Des Moineswas
the scene of a unique Earth Day service
project onApril 23. Six Washington Service
Corps AmeriCorps teams from around the
state, led by the King County Housing
Authority team, helped park rangers ready
the seaside park for the summer. Gov. Gary

Locke even showed up and pitched in.

Ignoring a deluge of rain, the governor
rolled up hissleevesand joined AmeriCorps
membersby fixing granitefacing to concrete
fence blocks. Experienced with home
improvement projects, Gov. Locke proved
handy with atrowel and mortar.

The combined efforts of all the
participants saved park rangers several
months of work so their time can now be

dedicated to other projects.

It wasaday of learning and |abor for the
AmeriCorps teams. In the morning, park
rangers taught them about marine life and
park stewardship. In the afternoon, theteams
worked on threedifferent park improvement
projects. While one team was involved in
the granite fagade work, another team
worked on landscaping and athird tore off
amossy roof from apark building.

The teams enjoyed an excellent lunch
that included food donated by Shari’s
Restaurant and Costco, and discounted
pizza from Vince's Italian Restaurant and

Pizzeriain Federa Way.

The participation of all the AmeriCorps
teams was appreciated. Without them, the
event would not have been nearly as
successful asit was.

The project gave the AmeriCorps teams
a chance to get to know each other and to
learn more about our state parks and what
we should do to protect them. Christopher
Maslanka, an AmeriCorps member with the
Cispus Learning Center team based in
Randle, Wash., appreciated the change of
scenery.

Please see “ Volunteers...” on page 3
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Multilingual gardening
classesto be offered

Beginning gardenersin Yesler Terrace and
South Park can learn about organic gardening

By HALEY SmITH
Soecial to The Voice

Immigrant communities often have
strong agricultural traditionsbut do not have
the specific knowledge needed for
successful gardening in the Northwest
climate. Now there is aresource available
for people living in these communities, in
their native languages.

Seattle Public Utilities, King County
Conservation District, Seattle Tilth
Association and the Department of
Neighborhoods P-Patch program are
offering free organic gardening classes to
members of Seattle’'s Spanish and East
African communities. The Spanish series
will beheld at MarraFarm inthe South Park
area. An East African serieswill be held at
the new Yesler Terrace P-Patch garden and
will be translated into Amharic, Trigrignia
and Somali.

The series of three classes covers basic

concepts for the beginning gardener such
as garden planning, soil cultivation and
amendments, mulches and fertilizers and
seasonal gardening techniques. In addition,
the classes promote waste reduction and
water conservation through chemical-free
gardening and the use of organic materials
and composting for healthy soil and a
healthy environment. The participantswill
also have the opportunity to take homefree
seeds so they can start their own gardens.

The Spanish seriesisfromnoonto 2 p.m.
onJune2and July 3. Itwill beheld at Marra
Farm on Fifth Avenue South and South
Director Street.

TheEast African seriesisfrom4 p.m.to 6
p.m.onJunel2, July 10andAug. 7 at Yedler
Terrace on Broadway Avenue East and East
Yesler Way

For moreinformation about the Spanish
classes please call Markos Toscano at 206-
547-0828 or Michael Neguseat 206-332-0621
regarding the East African series.

Markets provide fresn

vegetablesfor

By Voice StaFr

Summer is here and that means fresh
vegetablesof al kindsarefinally available.
One of the best places to get fresh
vegetablesis at local summertime farmers
markets, many of which havejust reopened
after along winter off.

“We are so ready to begin this new
season,” said Chris Curtis, director of the
Neighborhood Farmers Market Alliance.
“For those of us who love to shop farmers
markets, thewinter can feel interminable.”

The Alliance coordinates many of
Seattle’s most popular farmers markets
including the Columbia City Farmers
Market, the West Seattle Farmers Market
and the long-running University District
FarmersMarket.

In addition, there are many other markets
in King County. A county program called
Puget Sound Fresh organizesthese markets
to encourage consumers, wholesalers,
retailers and restaurants to seek out and

city dwellers

purchase locally-grown products.

Although they are small and open just
once a week, farmers markets in King
County are a big boon to shoppers and
farmers alike. By providing direct-sale
opportunitiesfor local farmers, they canearn
living wages. Additionally, city dwellers
have asafe, family-friendly gathering place
to go to for the freshest, local fruits and
vegetables available and to watch cooking
demonstrations and obtaininformation from
local nonprofit organizations.

Low-income families also benefit from
farmers markets because they are all
authorized to accept electronic food stamps
(Quest), WIC (Women, Infant, Children)
vouchers and Senior Farmers Market
Nutrition Program coupons.

For acomplete listing of al the farmers
marketsin King County, call 206-296-7824
or visit http://dnr.metrokc.gov/wlr/farms/
index.htm. For Seettlemarkets, call 206-547-
2278 or visit www.seettlefarmersmarkets.org.

ColumbiaPlaza, 4801 Rainier Ave. S.

Some market details

Below arefour of the most popular markets. Check the Web sites above for others.
Columbia City Farmers Market Wednesdays 3 p.m. to 7 p.m. May 19 to Oct. 13 in the

Federal Way Farmers Market Saturdays, 9a.m.to 2 p.m. June 19to Oct. 30 at SeaTac
Mall in the Sears parking L ot on South 320th Street and Pacific Highway South

West Seattle Farmers Market Sundays 10 am.to 2 p.m. May 16 to Nov. 21 onthe corner
of Southwest Alaska Street and California Avenue Southwest

White Center Farmers Market Saturdays 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. June 25 to Oct. 29 Southwest
98th Street between 15th Avenue Southwest and 16th Avenue Southwest

Charles Redell
Editor
206-461-8430 ext. 227
charlesr@nhwa.org

The Voice, the newspaper of Neighborhood House, is published monthly with the support of the
Seattle and King County Housing Authorities. Neighborhood House helps diverse communities of
people with limited resources attain their goals for self-sufficiency, financial independence and
community building. The Voice contributes to that mission by providing low-income people,
immigrants, refugees and other concerned parties with timely, relevant news. Opinions expressed
do not necessarily reflect those of the staff, Neighborhood House, SHA or KCHA. We welcome
articles and tips from the community, and reserve the right to edit all submissions.

Reporter
Amy Sigveland
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Health Notes

A column devoted to your well-being

| syour home making you sick?

By DENISE SHARIFY
High Point Healthy Homes and
Community Project Manager

Did you know that simple acts such as
sweeping your floor or dusting your furniture
every day could keep you and your family
be healthier? A home can be host to
pollutants such as dust mites, animal -rel ated
alergens, molds, tobacco smoke and toxic
consumer products. In fact, the
Environmental Protection Agency lists poor
indoor air quality as the fourth largest
environmental threat to Americans.

Since people spend an average of 65
percent of their day at home, keeping your
homeand indoor air clean and free of harmful
pollutants can help you stay healthier. The
first step on this path isto learn what some
common household pollutants are.

* Dust contains chemicals, biological
compounds such as pollens and mold
spores, and heavy metals like lead and
mercury.

* Dust mites are microscopic bugs that
feed on dust that cannot be seen with the
naked eye. These mites, their droppingsand
carcasses can bevery irritating to our lungs.

* Molds are found nearly everywhere.
They spread and multiply by releasing tiny
living cells called spores into the air. If
enough sporesareintheair insideyour home,
they can contribute to asthma, allergies and
other health problems.

¢ Environmental tobacco smoke contains
more than 4,000 chemicals, more than 50 of
which are cancer causing agents.

* Products that contain solvents,
aerosols, chlorine bleach and ammoniasuch
as household cleaning products can be
dangerous.

* Pets can cause asthmaand alergiesfrom
exposure to their salivaand dander.

Although these pollutants are invisible,
they can cause headaches, skin rashes,

alergies, eye, nose and throat irritations
and fatigue. Exposure to these pollutants
can create serious health hazards such as
asthma, infections, cancersand respiratory
illnesses. Use the following tipsto reduce
pollutants and allergens to protect your
health:

¢ Clean outside your home around the
entryways to reduce dust and soil.

* Use entrance mats and wipe your
shoes before entering the house.

* Dust your house at |east twice aweek
with amoist cloth.

* Sweep your floors or vacuum your
carpets at least twice aweek.

* Prevent mold and mildew by keeping
the humidity level low. Open windows or
turn on your kitchen fan when cooking.
Open the bathroom windows or leave the
fanonfor at least 20 minutes after ashower
or bath.

¢ Use mattress and pillow covers to
protect exposure to dust mites. Wash
covers, bedding and blanketsweekly in hot
water to kill dust mites.

¢ Clean with non-toxic products.

¢ Minimize the need to use pesticides
by getting rid of food and water sources
that attract bugs and pests.

* Smoke outdoorsif you must smoke.

“For residentsliving near orin HOPE VI
sites, keeping dust out of your homeswill
be especially important,” according to Dr.
Tim Takaro, Principa Investigator of the
Breathe Easy Home Demonstration Project
at High Point. “You can reduce dust by
dusting with adamp rag and wet mopping,
along with keeping windows closed during
windy days.”

For more information about keeping
your home healthy, please contact
American Lung Association of
Washington at 206-441-5100 or the High
Point Healthy Homes and Community
Project at 206-923-3266.

By ANzA M UENCHOW
Soecial to The Voice

The extra warm early spring has turned
back into the typical cool springs we know
so well here in Seattle. Most plants
responded quickly to the early warming, but
it made the gardeners scramble for early
watering strategies. The dry April and the
cost of water makesitimportant for all Seattle
gardeners be wise about their watering.

Don't stress your plants by missing their
watering. That will encourage diseases and
pestslikeaphids, powdery mildew and thrips.
I recommend laying down drip hoses now
and regularly soaking the root zones of your
crops. Drip hoses keep the water at the roots
and off the leaves and also conserve water
by reducing evaporation. Many plants such
as tomatoes, beans, squash and basil hate
water on their leaves.

How much should you water? It depends
on how hotitis. Dig down into your soil and
check. It should be damp just below the
surface. Don't let it dry out more than an
inch or two below the surface.

Another way to keep soil moistisby using
mulch which is a type of compost. Every
summer add 3 or 4 inches of mulch around
the base of your plants. There are different
kinds of mulches, but | will usually go for
the cheapest and most available. Some
people make their own by using dry grass

One to grow on

Garden tipsfor community gardeners

clippings or decomposed leaves. Usualy |
mix these two together, water them and | et
them compost for a couple of months
before| mulch with them.

Planting and harvesting tips

Remember to keep sowing lettuce every
two weeks for a continuous crop so you
can enjoy summer salads. Choose a more
shaded spot to plant lettuce in the hottest
months of July and August. Try the black-
seeded Simpson lettuce or Celtice, which
both tolerate hotter weather.

Your peas should be producing lots of
luscious pods by now. If you planted the
snap peas, you are probably even snacking
on them fresh off the vine. Our dog begs
for these fresh peas. Luckily she doesn’t
pick them herself.

Snap and snow peas go great in a stir
fry. Start with some canola oil and a few
splashes of toasted sesame oil. Add
chopped garlic and onion for afew minutes.
Then add some sliced mushroomsand your
peas. Maybe chop in some cilantro that
you reseeded in your garden from last
season before you serve it.

Keep eating five to eight servings of
fruits and vegetables every day. Thiswill
be easy in the summer monthswith all the
great produce showing up in our gardens
and markets.

For gardening questions, call at 206-461-
8430 ext. 227 or e-mail anzam@msn.com.

THEVOICE
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Volunteersclean up at state
park; film PSA with Locke

Gov. Gary
Locke and an
AmeriCorps
member apply
mortar to a
wall at
Saltwater
Sate Park.

ProTo courTesy King CounTy HousiNG AUTHORITY

continued from page 1

“It'sgreat to get to adifferent areawith a
lot more people and agood chance to work
with other AmeriCorpsmembers,” Maslanka
said.

He also enjoyed the opportunity to work
on the environment, a contrast from the
educational projects heis usually doing.

“| feel very good about this project
becausethework we are doing will not only
benefit the South Sesttle area, but thewhole
world,” said Kevin Wordelman, a member
of the KCHA AmeriCorpsteam who helps
the City of Burien.

Taking care of our environment and
volunteering are things Gov. Locke feels
strongly about. In aspeech about Earth Day,

he said, “Taking good care of our planet is
everyone'sjob, 365 daysayear. Each of us
must be involved in keeping our
environment healthy. We all must do our
part in leaving the legacy of our state’'s
natural beauty to future generations.”

At the end of the day at the park, the
AmeriCorps teams gathered around Gov.
Locke to record a public service
announcement promoting volunteer work.

“Volunteer!” the teams shouted in
unison.

“And keep Washington beautiful!” the
governor declared with asmileat the camera.

The day was a fun way for everyone to
hel p the environment, meet new peopleand
take pridein animportant job well done.

What'’s to do for youth

IN summer?

Different programs are offered, but plenty
more is available out there

By VoicE sTAFF

As summer approaches, many people
begin to plan activities for their children.
Luckily, there are many programs open to
the public thissummer. Some arefreewhile
others cost a small fee. In many cases,
programs have financial assistance
availablefor those who qualify.

Listed below are detailson just afew of
the programs available around the areathis
year. Other options are also available. For
example, pay avisit to your neighborhood
community center, or try calling your
neighborhood computer lab, local places of
worship or youth-oriented institutions such
as the Pecific Science Center and Seattle
Center.

You could also try contacting other
families in your neighborhood and setting
up group activitiesthat lots of children can
enjoy. Finally, check with the service
providers in your neighborhood for local
information aswell.

The Summer Food Service Program,
also known as Summer Sack Lunch, is a
USDA-funded program established in 1968
to respond to growing research that
correlated a child’s nutritional intake with
that of their academic successand concerns
about the lack of nutrition resources
available for children during the summer
months. Last year, the program averaged
6,500 lunchesand 2,500 breakfastsdaily. To
take part, children must be between 1 and
18 yearsold. Advancesign up isnot needed
for al the siteslisted.

All Parksin Seattle provide lunches and
snacks for the entire summer starting on
June 28 and running until Aug. 18.

The High Point Community Center will
be serving breakfast and lunch from June
28 through Aug. 25.

The SafeFutures Youth Center at 6337
35thAve. SW. will servebreakfast and lunch
from June 28 through Aug. 12.

TheBoysand GirlsClub at Rainier Vista
offers breakfast and lunch from June 28
through Aug. 20.

The Rainier Community Center will
provide adaily lunch and snack from June
28 through Aug. 25.

The Yesler Terrace community center
serves a lunch and snack from June 28
through Aug. 25.

Near NewHolly, the Van Asselt
community center serves lunch and snack
from June 28 through Aug. 25.

For acompletelist of sites participating
inthe Summer Sack Lunch program, cal Leta
Chhor at 206-386-1140.

TheYMCA of Greater Seattlehasmore
than 50l ocationsin King County. They offer
day camps, specialty camps such as rock
climbing and cooking, summer enrichment
child care, youth sports, swimming and
more.

Visit www.seattleymca.org or call 206-
382-5003 for moreinformation.

TheSummer Playground Programisa
free program available each summer at 23
sites around the city for 10 weeks each
summer. This program is designed for
children ages 6 to 14 years old. Trained
playground leaders provide scheduled
activities, including organized games, arts
and crafts projects and fun educational
activities each week day. Information is
availableat 206-684-4360.

HUD: funds won’t be cut

Officials insist that
WOr st case scenario
won’t happen

continued from page 1

may “force many agenciesto impose deeper
cutsin the months ahead” according to the
Center on Budget and Policy Priorities, a
Washington D.C.-based research institute.

According to Pamela Negri,
spokesperson for HUD in Seattle, “HUD
maintains that CBPP numbers are
exaggerated because it looks at worst case
scenarios. HUD maintainsthat thereareonly
modest increases in rents around the
country and the 14 percent increase the
program received in 2004 [in the federal
budget] will more than cover the cost of
programs around the country.”

Shortly after the new ruleswerereleased
by HUD, House Democratic |eader Nancy
Pelosi cosponsored a bill to force HUD to
fund vouchers fully.

“This administration is breaking a 30-
year promiseto help low-incomefamilies...
to afford decent, safe housing,” she said.
“The consequences of this new ruling will
be devastating. People already receiving
Section 8 vouchers could either face
dramatic rent increases or even lose their
home.”

Yet HUD claims that the new Section 8
funding formulais mandated by Congress.
According to the official notice sent to
housing authorities across the country,
“Congress enacted changesin the Housing
Choice Voucher Program ... to fund each
PHA’sHousing Choice Voucher Program at
a level that more closely reflected actual
funding needs.”

Many in Washington, D.C. say HUD is
interpreting the law incorrectly and
legislators from both parties are calling on
HUD to rescind the Section 8 funding rule.

Sen. Susan Coallins, a Republican from
Maine, wrote a letter to HUD Secretary
Alphonso Jackson saying, “We believe that
HUD’s guidance applies the law
inappropriately, and that HUD has the
ability, within the statutory framework, to
provide adequate funding for al housing
vouchers in use.”

Thelaw in questionisactually thefiscal

year 2004 budget which increases the
Housing ChoiceVoucher Program by more
than $1 billion. Thishasleft many accusing
the Bush administration of trying to push
through major policy changes without the
approval of Congress.

According to Negri, neither the Seattle
Housing Authority nor KCHA should be
affected by the changes in the Section 8
program due to their status as Moving to
Work housing authorities. Housing
authorities in the MTW program have
Section 8 vouchers funded through a block
grant, whichisnot affected by thenew HUD
rules, Negri said.

KCHA, despiteitsMTW status, hasonly
about 10 percent of its vouchers funded
through the block grant noted Rhonda
Rosenberg, KCHA’s communications
director. Ninety percent of KCHA vouchers
are therefore vulnerable to cuts, she said.

According to Virginia Felton, SHA
communicationsdirector, that agency isstill
analyzing thenew policy inorder to measure
it's affects on the Housing Authority.

“We're concerned about the effects on
other local housing authoritiesin particular
and very alarmed at the overall affect on
housing in general,” she said.

On May 20, HUD responded to funding
concernslikethese. Intestimony beforethe
House Financial Services Committee,
Jackson unveiled a new plan that he said
would mitigate the affects of the voucher-
reimbursement changes by disbursing a
$150 million budget surplusto 525 housing
authorities nationwide.

He said that HUD ismaking these funds
available to replenish the reserves of
housing authorities that qualify for
restoration funding. These reserve funds
can be used to offset unanticipated costs.

“These steps should alleviate the
funding challenges some public housing
authorities were anticipating when HUD
recently adopted congressionally mandated
formula changes to Section 8 funding,”
Jackson said.

King County Housing Authority
Executive Director Stephen Normanisn't so
sure however.

“While we appreciate HUD Secretary
Jackson’s apparent change of heart, we still
have considerable concerns as to whether
or not this will result in the needed full
funding for FY 2004,” hesaid.

SSHP community council

All residents of the Seattle Senior
Housing Programin the Seattle Housing
Authority are invited to attend the
monthly meetings of the SSHP
Advocates Il at 1 p.m. on the third
Wednesday of every month. For more
information and this month’s meeting
place, please contact Bette Reed at 206-
523-8685 or Eddie Koch at 206-217-9451.

Computer study

Researchers on the Helpful Help
Project at the University of Washington
are conducting a study to examine how
users use help systems. We are looking
for help users within the greater Seattle
and King County areato participate.

The study consists of the completion
of an online questionnaire and one two-
hour observation session. \We encourage
anyone who uses help programs on
computers or mobile devicesto complete
the online questionnaire. We are also
seeking help users who have visual and
other impairments.

Participantswill be reimbursed witha

Community notes

$10 gift certificate to Amazon.com for
completing the questionnaire and
participants invited for observation
sessionswill receive $24.

Tofill out the questionnaire, call
206-616-6110, visit http://
helpfulhelp.ischool .washington.edu/
hhstudy.php or e-mail Melody Ivory at
hhstudy @u.washington.edu.

Utility discount

If you areaSesttle City Light or Segttle
Public Utilities customer and meet low-
income guidelines, you may qualify for
utility discounts provided by theMayor’s
Officefor Senior Citizensevenif you are
not asenior. Ongoing rate assi stance may
up up to half of your electricity, water,
sewer or garbage hills. To be eligible,
residnets must be living at either 200
percent of the Federal Poverty Level or if
over age 65, at 70 percent of state median
income. For moreinformation about this
and other programs from the Mayor’s
Officefor Senior Citizens, call 206-684-
0500 or visit www.seattle.gov/
humanservices/mosc.

THEVOICE
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poezdkami na avtobuse ili vy
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svgzannymi s transportom
problemami.

V marte 2003 goda rabohaq
trenirovohnaq programma pod
“gidoj upravleniq okruga
King poluhila finansovoe
obespehenie dlqg sozdaniq
mestnoj trasportnoj
koordinacionnoj programmy
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Nhoéng Cé Dan Giup N6 Trong Viec Di Chuyen

Ban co gap kho khan trong viec x6
dung phdéng tien xe buyt, hoac co
fiang muon the giam gia khi fii xe
buyt ? Hien nay thi co nhdéng ngooi
ngay trong cong fiong cua ban co
the giup ban trong cac van fie nay
cung nho trong cac van fie lien
quan fien viec di chuyen.

Vao thang Ba 2003, c6 quan Nhan
Dung Work Training Program fiéoc
tai tré mot ngan khoan fie théc
hien chéong trinh Giup Dan Di
Chuyen — Residential
Transportation Coordinator
program 6 cac khu New Holly va
Park Lake Homes. Cung giong nho
chodng trinh “Block Watch —Canh
Phong Khu Xom’ nham lam giam
te nan toi ac, thi chédng trinh
(Giup Dan Di Chuyen —
Residential Transportation) nham
giup cho ngdoi dan tan dung
phoong tien di chuyen.

Choodng trinh Giup Dan Di Chuyen
—Residential Transportation
Coordinator chinh la nhdng c6 dan
cua Park Lake Homes va New

Holly fi66c¢ c6 quan Metro chon ra
fie ibdc phan phoi tai lieu va trd
giup trong cac van fie ve phdong
tien di chuyen. Nhan vien cua
chddng trinh Giup Dan Di Chuyen
—Residential Transportation
Coordinator fia iv6c huan luyen
bdi nhan vien cua Metro va fidoc
cung 6ng nhdng nguon tai lieu
gom ca thoi khoa bieu cua xe buyt,
ban fio, tai lieu h66ng dan bang
phim Video, cac mau fién va cac
tai lieu lien he khac.

Choodng trinh Giup Dan Di Chuyen
—Residential Transportation
Coordinator fia san sang fie giup fid
ban. Co nhan vien noi tieng Anh
va nhieu tho tieng khac, hay chon
fiung nhan vien noi A66¢c ngon ngod
thich hép v6i ban. Muon lien lac
fie biet them chi tiet, gi6 giac lam
viec cua nhan vien noi fid6¢c ngon
ngo cua ban, xin vui long goi cho
so 206-263-6082.

THEVOICE



The mission of the Seattle Housing Authority is to enhance
the Seattle community by creating and sustaining decent,
safe and affordable living environments that foster stability
and self-sufficiency for people with low incomes.
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HP groundbreaking

At left, an
artist's
rendition of
the new High
& Point
community.

SEATTLE HOUSING AUTHORITY

Join friends and neighbors on June 30 to
celebrate the start of construction on the
redevelopment of the High Point
community. Festivitieswill begin at 10:30
am. inthe parking lot and field behind the
new High Point Library at 35th Avenue
Southwest and Southwest Raymond Street.

All residents are invited to attend the
groundbreaking celebration, which will
includerefreshmentsfrom local restaurants
representing a range of diverse foods that
reflect some of the ethnic diversity of the
neighborhood. Both Mayor Greg Nickels
and Seattle Housing Authority Executive
Director Tom Tierney will be attending and
may be joined by members of Seattle's
Congressiona delegation.

The groundbreaking will emphasi ze the
environmental sustainability of this
redevelopment. Since the very beginning
of the planning stages, one goal of the
development has been to have a positive
effect on the environment.

Many aspects of the development have
contributed to this. In fact, planners hope
that the redevelopment will be recognized
as a model for environmentally sound
devel opment and will haveapositiveimpact
on the environment.

One key feature of the redevel opment
includes an innovative natural drainage
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system using natural materials and porous
pavement that will enhance salmon habitat
and allow the environment to retain the
drainage qualities of amountain meadow.

Earlier inthe devel opment process, apilot
deconstruction project recycled materias
from 20 of the original High Point structures
by carefully taking them apart and reselling
the materials, from plumbing fixtures to
plywood to two-by-fours.

A “Hedthy Homes" grant of $1.8 million
will build 35 environmentally healthy homes
and decrease risk factors which cause
asthmaamong low-income children.

Development planscall for the protection
and retention of over 124 |arge treesworth
more than $1.5 million and the addition of
approximately 1,500 treesto the site. More
than 21-acres of open space consisting of
trailsand parkswill help residents connect
to the earth within this urban setting.

The High Point redevel opment will result
in the construction of 1,600 new homes on
this 130 acre site. There will be 350 public
housing units for very-low-income people
living at or below 30 percent of areamedian
incomeand 250 tax-credit unitsfor working
families living at up to 60 percent of area
medianincome. Theredevelopment will also
include a 116-unit assisted living facility
for very low-income seniorsand 80 for-sale
homes affordableto first-time home-buyers.

Upcoming
summer
events

By JAMEs OWENBY
Seattle Housing Authority

Summer isjust around the bend and now
isagood timeto mark your calendar soyou
remember to attend someterrific events.

The first event of the summer season is

Please see“ Eventsin the...” on page 2

SHA Board adopts
plan to sell some
scattered sites

Housing will be
bought and sold over
the next few years

By VIRGINIA FELTON
SHA Communications Director

A resolution passed by the Seattle
Housing Authority Board on May 17
authorized adjusting the mix of housing in
the scattered sites portfolio over the next
several years. Thiswasdonein order torun
the program more cost effectively and
provide housing better suited to resident
needs.

The Housing Authority plans to sell up
to 200 scattered site units. SHA will be
sending an application to HUD in the
immediate future requesting permission to
sell upto 71 of theseunitsinitialy. Theunits
that are sold will be replaced with unitsthat
are more cost effective to manage and,
where possible, better located to serve
resident needs. The low-density,
“scattered” nature of the program will be
preserved. The scattered site housing
bought to replace the housing units sold
will be located in the same neighborhoods
and will be suitable for families. Overall,
therewill be fewer single-family housesin
theportfolio, but appropriate family housing
opportunitieswill beretained.

The scattered sites program was
established in 1978 to locate lower-density
public housing throughout the city. Today
SHA operates 787 units in single family,
duplex, triplex and small multifamily
buildings through this program.

What will happen to current residents?

SHA will make sure that the housing
needs of residents currently living in the
housing that issold will continueto be met.
TheHousing Authority will assist themwith
moving to other scattered sites or to other
SHA housing. Every effort will be madeto
house families in their current
neighborhoods if that iswhat they want. If
possible, moveswill be scheduled at atime
that isleast disruptive to them.

Why is SHA making these changes?

By buying and selling properties in the
scattered sites portfolio over the next
several years, the Housing Authority hopes
to increase the management efficiency and
cost-effectiveness of the program. Thisis
part of astrategy to reduce dependence on
declining public housing operating and
capital subsidies. These sales will also
generate revenue to help the Housing
Authority meet its replacement housing
commitments from the redevelopment of
NewHolly, Rainier Vista and High Point,

without tapping into local or state subsidy
funds.

Because there are more than 200 single-
family homes scattered throughout the city
and another 150 in duplex and triplex
structures, this portfolio is currently the
most expensive onethat SHA manages. By
changing the mix of properties in this
portfolio, the Housing Authority expectsto
continue offering attractive rental
alternatives to families while reducing
operating costs. The creation of new mixed-
income communitiesat NewHolly, Rainier
Vista and High Point — combined with the
substantial increase in Housing Choice
Vouchers over the past five years — affords
attractive housing opportunities for this
group of residents.

How will the proceeds from sales be
used?

The Housing Authority’sfirst priority is
to replace units sold with units in better
locations for residents and more efficient
configurationsfor management. The second
priority will beto help fulfill unfunded HOPE
V| replacement housing commitments.
Replacement housing considerations

SHA will striveto replace scattered sites
housing in small batches - as unitsare sold
- so that the total number of unitsavailable
remains relatively stable. Units will be
replaced in non-poverty neighborhoods
throughout Seattle, including the north end.
The Housing Authority will seek out new
locations near transit, with easy access to
shopping, parks, schools and other
neighborhood services that meet the needs
of low-incomeresidents. Replacement units
will be affordable to households with
incomes at or below 30 percent of area
median income and will have two or more
bedrooms and be suitable for familieswith
children. They will blend seamlessly into
their surrounding neighborhoods.

How did SHA decide which units to sell?

All the scattered site properties were
evaluated to see how well they met the
needs of residents compared to how much
they cost to manage and maintain. SHA took
into consideration thefact that singlefamily
housesarevery expensiveto maintain, while
small apartment buildings are more cost
effective. Evauation factorsalso included:
age and general condition of the property;
neighborhood quality including proximity
to transit and neighborhood services; area
concentrations of households in poverty
from Census dataand the estimated market
value of the property. Through this
evaluation, 146 units located in 107
propertieswereidentified as“high priority
to sell.” Additional units may be added to
this category in the future to reach the goal
of 200 units.
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Community gardenson
display in photogallery

By KARI SHERRODD
SHA communications staff

Fresh produce is ripening and flowers
are blooming throughout Seattle Housing
Authority’scommunity gardens. Residents
areinvited to comeand visit aphoto gallery
highlighting these gardens and their
gardeners displayed outside the NewHolly
Gathering Hall at 7054 32ndAve. S.

The black and white photos were taken
by Seattle photographer Rudy
Brueggemann and capture the purpose of
the community gardensand thelivesof their
gardeners. The gallery will be on display
throughout the summer.

As the photos show, the gardens,
promoted by the Department of
Neighborhood's Cultivating Communities
Program (a partnership between the
Department of Neighborhood’s P-Patch
Program and the not-for-profit P-Patch
Trust), don't just cultivate produce, herbs
and flowers.

“The gardens bring residents together,”
said Martha Goodlett, Cultivating
Communitiesprogram manager. “ They work
side-by-side, providing their families and
communities with fresh, organic
vegetables.”

For many gardeners, harvesting food
from their own garden is more than just a
pastime, it is away of life and how they
were raised. The gardens give them the
opportunity to continuetheir traditions and
pass them on to future generations.

“The gardens also help residents stretch
their budgets,” Goodlett said. “Much of the
food grown in the gardens would be much
more expensiveif bought at grocery stores.”

(R s

CopYRIGHT, 2002 Rupy BRUEGGEMANN. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.
Members of a Viethamese student group
help build the NewHolly Garden in April

2002.

The plots are free to residents in the
Cultivating Communities Program. The
gardens are maintained by donations and
through the volunteer time of the gardeners
and community members. Thegardenersare
responsible for maintaining their plots and
volunteering to maintain the overall garden
space.

Residentswho areinterested injoining a
community garden or who would like more
information should contact Martha
Goodlett, Cultivating Communities program
manager, at 206-684-0540 or Bunly Yun,
community garden coordinator, at 206-540-
3750. The program has some openingsor a
short waiting list for gardens in Seattle
Housing Authority’s communities.

Eventsin thecommunities

Continued from front page

Juneteenth at Yesler Terrace. Juneteenth is
the oldest known celebration marking the
end of slavery in the United States.

Mark your calendar for the Yeder Terrace
Juneteenth Celebration from5p.m.to 8 p.m.
onJune18. It will takeplaceat theldaBrown
playfield behind the Yesler Terrace
Community Center. The celebration will
feature avariety of food, music, gamesfor
children, a book exchange, chess, line
dancing lessons and information booths
from community service organizations.

Be sure to mark your calendar for other
community events that may be closer to
your community this summer too.

Rainier Vista Crime Night Out

From 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. on August 3 at the
playfield behind Boys and Girls Club. The
Rainier VistaCrimeNight Out will featurea

variety of food including barbeque and a
mix of other ethnic foods, entertainment,
games and community service organization
information booths.
High Point Diversity Festival

From noon to 3 p.m. on Aug. 14 at the
High Point Playfield. The High Point
Diversity Festival will also featureavariety
of food including barbeque and a mix of
other ethnic foods, entertainment, games
and community service organization
information booths.
NewHolly Family Fun Fest

From 11 am.to 3 p.m.onAug. 14 at the
Van Asselt Community Center. The
NewHolly Family Fun Fest will also feature
avariety of food including barbeque and a
mix of other ethnic foods, entertainment,
games and community service organization
information booths.

Resource Directory for
scattered siteresidents

SEATTLE HOUSING AUTHORITY

A resource directory of community
services for residents of Seattle Housing
Authority’s scattered sites housing will be
available soon. The directory will have
information about services of special
interest to residents, based on the results
of asurvey completed last spring.

“We found our residents need the
locations of food banks, carefor their kids,
and help finding jobs and emergency rent
assistance so they don’t lose their home
with SHA,” said Ellen Broeske, SHA

community builder. “Wewant to make sure
they know what'’s out there, close to home
and in their language.”

Different directoriesdesigned for specific
areasof thecity will bereleased. Therewill
be one for northwest, northeast, west, east,
southwest and southeast Seattle. Services
in other languages will also belisted in the
directories. Thedirectorieswill be provided
toresidentsat their annual review or can be
picked up at SHA Operational Services
Center at 1300 N. 130th St. Thedirectories
will beavailable by July 1.

SHA presents budget
and annual plan

By KARI SHERRODD
SHA communi cations staff

Residents and community members are
invited to attend the 2005 Budget and
“Moving to New Ways” Annual Plan public
hearing. The Seattle Housing Authority’s
asset management coordinator, Ellen
Kissman, and finance and administration
director, Dick Woo, will present the plans at
5:30 p.m. on June 15 at the PorchLight
housing center at 907 N.W. Ballard Way.

The new plans build on the past work of
SHA and suggest a variety of actions that
will continue the agency’s efforts toward
better serving low-income residents. There
are several suggested actions in the annual
plan and budget that will affect current and
future SHA residents and community
members. Some of these are:

* Create 219 new public housing and
workforce units at NewHolly and 184 at
Rainier Vistaby theend of SHA'sfiscal year
2005.

* Create 344 new public housing and
workforce units at High Point by the end of
SHA'sfiscal year 2006.

e With nonprofit partners, build new
housing for seniors and people with
disabilitiesat Rainier Vistaand High Point.

* Sell 71 scattered sites units and buy 71
unitsin more accessiblelocationsto replace
them. Ask HUD for permission to sell and
replace up to 130 more scattered sites units
infiscal years 2005 and 2006.

* Begin afour-year project to renovate up

to 17 public housing high-rises. Thiswould
include renovations to designate Ballard
House as an elderly preference building.

e|f Tri-Court, SHA's first smoke-free
community, proves to be popular for
residents and applicants, consider making
another high-rise smoke-free.

* Study options for replacing Holly
Court with anew nearby development.

¢ Evaluate the renovation of Jefferson
Terraceto makeit abetter placetolive.

* Plan for the redevelopment of the
former Lake City Village site and next door
SalvationArmy.

* Make the public housing rent policy
for working and TANF households easier
to understand and administer.

* Design and implement changesin the
Housing Choice Voucher rent policy to
encourage people who can work to do so.

* Create and begin a new streamlined
inspection system in the Housing Choice
Voucher program.

® Establish site-based wait lists for
Rainier Vistaand High Point.

* Planfor likely continued reductionsin
federal funding for public housing and the
Housing Choice VVoucher program.

If you have any questions about the
June 15 hearing or the annual plan, contact
Ellen Kissman at 206-615-3560 or
ekissman@seattlehousing.org. If you need
special accommodations, translation or
transportation assistance, contact Marcia
Johnson at 206-615-3554 by June7.

Free diversity training
available to residents

By JoHN FORsYTH
Community Services Administrator

Beginning in mid-June, Seattle Housing
Authority residents and staff will be ableto
receive training in how to more effectively
handle multicultural diversity. Thistraining
was specifically requested by public
housing resident council leadersin 2003.

VISIONSInc. (Vigorous Interventionsin
On-going Settings), anonprofit organization,
will providethetraining in three one-and-a-
half-day training sessions, with 30
participants in each session. They will be
ableto providetraining for approximately 90
Housing Authority staff members and
residents. The sessionswill be held on June
15 and 16, June 16 and 17, and June 28 and
2.

Thetrainingismeant to serveasastarting
point to assist residents and the Housing
Authority in gaining a common
understanding and language to address
issues involving multiculturalism and race.
Thegod isto provideatraining environment

where participants can feel freeto discuss
concerns they have about relating to
people of different cultures and races and
gaininsight into methods to address these
concerns.

VISIONS Inc. has a rich history of
helping a variety of organizations with
these types of issues. The organization
was chosen asaresult of aplanning group
made up of residentsand SHA staff working
with arepresentative of the Seattle Office
of Civil Rights to identify training that
would be most beneficial to abroad-based
audience of residents and staff.

Each duly elected public housing council
is being asked to choose two residents to
attend the training. Councils should
contact Annika Sage at 206-615-3573 or
asage@seattlehousing.org to sign up.
Public housing residents in communities
without acouncil may alsosignup, if space
isavailable. ThedeadlinetoregisterisJune
10. For moreinformation about VISIONS
Inc., visit their Web site at www.visions-
inc.com.

New communications staff
at SHA will writefor Voice

SEATTLE HOUSING AUTHORITY
Kari Sherrodd joined the Seattle Housing
Authority in February as the Technical
Communications Specialist. She manages
SHA'’sonline communications, working asa
lead developer for the agency’s Web site.
Sheadsowritesfor TheVoice. Shereceived

her bachelor’s
degreein Journalism
and Public Relations
from Western
Washington
University in

Bellingham, Wash.  Kari Sherrodd

THEVOICE
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Why you should ‘hold off’ on Medicare drug card

PHoTo BY CHARLES REDELL, VOICE

JimWest, a volunteer at Senior Rights Assistance, researches information on the new
Medicare Drug Discount Cards.

With some solid research first, low-income
seniorswill benefit most from cards

By CHARLES REDELL
\oice editor

Medicare drug benefits. Private health
insurance. Medicaid. Asif medica decisions
weren't stressful enough, the number of
choices older and disabled adults have to
makeinregardstotheir healthcarejust grew
evenlarger.

Starting May 1, Medicare began to offer
discount drug cards designed to help
individuals who don’t have additional
prescription drug coverage pay the costs
of their medication. Themoveisapart of an
overhaul of the Medicare program passed

by Congress and signed into law by
President George W. Bush last year. The
discount drug cards, which are offered by
private companies and approved by
Medicare, are meant to ease the burden on
Medicare recipients until the bulk of the
Medicare changes go into affect in 2006.
According to the Department of Health
and Human Services, the new Medicare-
approved Discount Drug Cards are expected
to offer beneficiaries discounts between 10
and 25 percent on their prescriptions.
“The power to save on prescription drugs
is now in the hands of seniors and people
with disabilities,” HHS Secretary Tommy G

Thompson said in a statement.

However, according to some, that power
isn't as attainable asit is meant to be.

Jean Mathisen is program manager for
Senior Services' Senior Rights Assistance
project. She says that although the new
cards may be good news for seniors who
have to pay hundreds of dollars a year in
drug costs, the tools Seattle-area residents
need to compare the aimost 40 different
cards that are available to them aren’t yet
complete.

In fact, two weeks after a Web page
designed by Medicareto help beneficiaries
compare different cards was launched,
Mathisen said, “If you go to the Medicare
Web sitetoday, al theinformation still isn’t
there.”

The need for the Web site to be up to
speed is essential she said. For instance,
M athisen said that the companiesproviding
the cards can charge up to $30 and don’t
have to cover every drug available.
Additionally, some pharmacies won't
accept some cards while other pharmacies
may accept an individual’s chosen card but
charge more than another pharmacy for the
drugs. Thismakes choosing adiscount card
moreinvolved than simply finding the least
expensive one accepted by a local
pharmacy.

Finding out which card is the one to
choose can be a challenge. One of the
volunteersfor the Senior RightsAssistance
project, Jim Hunt, spends time each week
answering calls for assistance from area
seniors. He said that the new program is
already causing confusion for people.

“It really is not easy,” he said of
Medicare’'s Web site. “It's so new and so

early initsapplication. It hasan element of
confusion for al of us.”

Mathisen said, “ For most people, weare
saying ‘hold off’” on buying a card. “Wait
to see what cards are the best.”

Mathisen did say that one group of
people who will immediately benefit from
the cardsarelow-incomeindividuals.

Accordingto HHS, low-incomeMedicare
beneficiaries with incomes of less than
$12,569 ayear (or $16,862if married) receive
an automatic $600 a year subsidy for their
prescriptions when they get a card.

“Thosein greatest need will receive the
most help from the drug discount card
program,” Secretary Thompson said.

According to Mathisen, while the $600
subsidy isan obvious help, other programs
aready exist that might be as helpful if not
more so. She said that it is important for
low-income seniors to use a service
sponsored by the National Council on
Aging called BenefitsCheckUp. By
connecting to the program’s Web site at
www.benefitscheckup.org, seniors can
research anumber of programsthat offer all
sorts of financia help including help with
prescription drug costs.

More help will be available to residents
of Seattle Housing Authority buildings in
the coming month. At therequest of Marcia
Johnson, SHA community builder, Mathisen
is creating a presentation about the new
discount drug cards.

To get assistance finding out what
benefits that you might be eligible for,
contact Senior Rights Assistance toll-free
at 1-888-ELDERS. To access Medicare's
discount drug card comparison Web site,
visit www.medicare.gov.

Our mental healthisa
community effort

By JEFFREY GERHARDSTEIN
Soecial to The Voice

Residents of each of the high-rise
communitieshavetheir own style, their own
way of exercising mental health. In one
community, residents participate on asafety
committee. |nanother community, aregular
pancake breakfast getsresidents socializing.
But everywhere, residents care about the
mental health of their own community and
are utilizing the mental health case
management program to do something about
it.

As the Mental Health Case Manager, |
tour high-rise communities, address
residents on the topic of mental health and
work with a caseload of residents referred
to my service. The kinds of issues that |
helpwith vary widely.

Some residents have disputes with
neighbors and need a listening ear. Some
require help with housework duetofailing
emotional health. Some suffer an addiction
toacohol or drugsand get into troublewith
housing. Prepared for each kind of
challenge, | carry chore suppliesin my car
trunk and pounds of resource lists in a
tattered brown Value Village briefcase.

But just how is mental health a
community act?

Since the inception of the mental health
case management program, roughly 175

SHA residents have been directly served
by the mental health case manager.
Currently, 45 SHA high-rise residents are
attending Seattle-area community mental
health centersand recelving counseling and
case management services thanks to the
program.

A whopping 25 percent of all mental
health referrals come directly from the
resident community. Nearly all of theseare
residentswho have decided to take healthy
action into their own hands. Occasionally,
aneighbor, friend or family member phones
inwith aconcern.

Concerned residents of various high-
rises place phone calls, sometimes
anonymously, when there is grave concern
about the mental health of aresident whois
facing eviction. Many residents deplore
homel essness and understand that mentally
ill adultsmay become especialy vulnerable.

Think about it. Your phone calls placed
to the confidential voice mailbox of the
mental health case manager have helped
launch ahealthier lifestylein our SHA high-
rises. There couldn’t be amore community-
minded approach to mental health than that.

Thank you for helping create a more
supportive, happier community.

Jeffrey Gerhardstein isthe CPC mental
health case manager in SHA high-rise
communities. For questions about mental
health, please call him at 206-545-8611.

Bell Tower gets grant

Community member sees need, fillsit

By AMY SIQVELAND
\foice reporter

In May, the City of Seattle’s Department
of Neighborhoods awarded Bell Tower’s
executive committee chairman, Price
Cochran, a $250 Small Sparks grant. The
Small Sparks program offers monetary
support and coaching in project
development to individuals interested in
building stronger communities. Projects
must relate to neighborhood design and
organization, with an emphasison creating
community ties.

“Thismarksthefirst time Bell Tower has
ever recelved agrant from the Department,”
Cochran said. “We had some flowers
growing herelast year that werevery pretty
and the neighbors all liked them and the
peoplewho lived hereliked them so wejust
decided to makeit an official yearly project
for BT.

Cochran, who has served on the
executive committee since October, came up
with theideaof seeking further funding for
continuing this project while networking
with other community leaders at aResident
Action Council meeting last fall.

“There was awoman there who handled
the southern end of the city for the
Department of Neighborhoods and shewas
talking about grant money,” Cochran said.

“1 met with the department and they gavea
verbal approval.”

Bell Tower plansto host ablock party as
soon as the details are worked out. Allynn
Ruth, project manager for the
Neighborhood Matching Funds,
emphasized that the meetings prior to the
event are all important to the actual day.

“They are still working out the
particularsof how, when and what toinclude
and theinitiator of the grant isworking with
the other residentsto make sure everybody
is on board. So that’s the community
building piece of it that happens, where we
areinclusiveof all opinions. Everyonestill
getsto have their voice heard and, once all
viewsareaired, wewill be setting an actual
date.”

Whilethedetailsare till being solidified,
the executive committee does have astrong
sense of their ultimate goal.

“We want to reach out to the people in
this neighborhood and show that we want
to beapart of it,” Cochran said. “We want
to show that we are proud of wherewelive
and that we are good neighbors. We're
going to have a cookout, we're going to
have ajukebox playing someoldiesmusic.
Everyone s free to come and plant alittle
flower if they want to.”

For moreinformation onthe Small Sparks
program, call Allynn Ruth at 206-684 -0464.
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Dedicated community rep. has unique views

By CHARLES REDELL
\oice editor

CalvditaBrowningisthe Secretary of the
High Point Community Council, although
she no longer lives in the community
because of HOPE VI redevelopment. This
isonly one of theinteresting factsthat help
make up this dynamic, unique, community-
minded artist who is committed to a
neighborhood she calls*“ahomeaway from
home.”

Browning moved to Seattle from Texas
19 years ago and has been a part of High
Point for the past 11 years. After attending
community meetings and dinnersduring her
first yearsinthe community, shejoined the
Community Council two years ago when
she was approached by other members and
asked to run for Secretary.

“1 was concerned about the residents
and their concerns,” she says. “Things as
small as having clotheslines up to crime
issues. | started out going to community

meetings and community dinners.” High
Point “ had acommunity feel.”

Browning's work on the Community
Council isn't the only way she’s involved
in the community that she has called home
for many years. She has volunteered as a
reading teacher in local schools and as an
usher at ArtsWest, a West Sedttle theater
company.

Shealso looks out for the future of High
Point by sitting on the HOPE VI
redevelopment committee, the Healthy
Homes Steering Committee and on the Joint
Policy Action Council where she represents
theinterests of High Point residentsand its
council with the Seattle Housing Authority.

Browning is in a unique situation as a
member of the Council who no longer lives
in High Point. As aresult, she has her own
specific views of the HOPE VI
redevel opment project aswell. She saysthat
SHA staff has*done wonderful work.”

“They’ ve been very supportive of High
Point,” she said.

She also likes the
designs for the new
community. Specificaly,
Browning pointed to the
new, wide streetsthat will
be put in and said that
thehomesarevery nice,
though sheis concerned
that “they are too close
together.”

Whatever concerns
she has around the new
community, Browningis
adamant that the people
who move there work
together to intermingle.
As an example, she
pointed to the many
immigrantsand refugees
who call High Point
home. She says she wantsto see al people
cometogether to build astrong community,
regardless of background.

“Why not get involved in the

Calvalita Browning tries to keep herself “laid back.”

PHoTo BY CHARLES REDELL, VOICE

community,” she asked. “If we understand
each other, if weget involved in each other’s
holidays, with that type of closeness, the
community could beageminitself.”

HPlibrary toreopen

After more than a year, a new branch with
mor e space, more computers and new services

Wast (35 Ava. 5W)

IMAGE COURTESY SEATTLE PusLIC LIBRARY

A designer’s drawing of the new library at High Point.

By Voice StaFrF

After more than a year, the new High
Point branch library is opening its doorsto
the public this month. From noon to 4 p.m.
on June 19, the entire community isinvited
to come and celebrate the opening of the
city’snewest branch library.

The 7,000 square-foot state-of-the-art
building replaces the old branch library
whichwasonly 1,200 squarefeet and closed
on April 5, 2003 (Since then, the closest
branches for library users in the
neighborhood have been the Southwest
branch - whichisabout half of amile south
on 35th Avenue Southwest - and the
Delridge branch—whichismorethan amile
from High Point). A bookmobile hasvisited
Head Start and High Point Elementary
classroomstofill inthe service gapsfor the
youngest High Point arearesidents, but the
new library isgoing to fill ahuge need.

Along with the additional space, the
library will increase the number of computers
for visitors to use from five to 15, an
expanded collection of books, CDs and
movies, children’s, young adult and
homework program areas, with special
emphasis on middle and high school
student needs and 48 more hours of library
service per week.

“Theyouth in the community will find a
valuableasset inthisnew library,” said Kari-

lynn Frank, Seattle Housing Authority
community builder. “The design of the
facility really put the kids first. There are
many spaces for teens and children to
experiencethelibrary intheir ownway. The
Seattle Public Library has redly put the
learning experience of youth first.”

The grand opening celebration will
feature visits from Mayor Greg Nickels,
musical entertainment by Les Femmes
d Enfer, aseriesof “ sky legend stories’ from
many cultures told in different languages
including English, Spanish, Somali and
Vietnamese and a visit from the library’s
mascot Lulu - “abook fairy” according to
Caroline Ullman, spokesperson for Seattle
Public Library.

The new High Point Branch is located
next door to Puget Sound Neighborhood
Health Center’sHigh Point Medical Clinic
at 3411 SW. Raymond St. The building was
designed by Miller Hayashi Architectsand
includes artwork by Steven Gardner. The
project cost more than $3 million and was
paidfor by a$196 million“Librariesfor All”
bond measure passed by Seattle votersin
1998. That bond will eventually pay to
update al of the branch libraries and for a
new Central Library that opened in
downtown in May. For more information
about the opening celebration, call 206-733-
9986 or visit www.spl.org.

World Asthma Day

By CHARLESREDELL
\oice staff

Last month, three Neighborhood Asthma
Committeesitesinthe Rainier Valley, White
Center and Burien recruited businesses in
their neighborhoods to participate in this
year's World Asthma Day. More than 30
busi nesses participated by putting up signs
that said: “Our business supports the local
Neighborhood Asthma Committee by
having asmokefreeday on May 4, 2004 in
honor of World Asthma Day.” According
to Maythia Airhart, coordinator of the
Neighborhood Asthma Committees for
Allies Against Asthma, many of the
businesses were very happy to take part in
World AsthmaDay.

The owner of Pho Mai on 15th Avenue
Southwest in White Center was one of the
most excited she said. Hisrestaurant usually
has asmoking section according toAirhart.
It did not on that day.

“Theowner wasreally excited to be able
to be a participant in the event,” Airhart
said. “He put up two postersto let everyone
know he was taking the day off from
smoking. ‘This is good for everyone' he
said.”

Neighborhood Asthma committees are
funded by a grant from the Robert Wood
Johnson Foundation and were created in
order to educate members of Sesttle and

Correction

Last month in an article on this page,
The Voice may have misstated the funding
source for the Creating Lasting Family
Connections program. The program is
funded by Seattle-King County Public
Health’s Alcohol and Other Drug
Prevention Program. We apol ogizefor any
confusion.

Community Council meeting

The High Point Community Council
meets at 6 p.m. the second Monday of
every month at Holly Hall. For more

Community notes

King County’s low-income populations
about asthma.

Airhart said that participants on the
committees are often affected by asthma
when they join. Though their mission isto
educate the greater community, members of
the committees have learned quite a lot
themselves thanks to the guest speakers
such asdoctorsand nurseswho attend their
regular meetings.

Airhart pointed to theleader of the White
Center committee asan excellent example.

“Her daughter has severe asthma but
hasn't been in a hospital for two years,”
Airhart said. “Because of thiseducation and
support in the community, members of the
committees often have accessto the doctors
and nurses who speak at meetings. They
very often arewilling to stay after and meet
individually with people.”

Neighborhood Asthma Committees are
opento anyonewhoisinterestedinlearning
more about asthmaand educating members
of their community about the disease. Allies
Against Asthma, which coordinates the
committees, worksclosely with Mao Theam
from the High Point Healthy Homes project
and invites al residents of High Point to
getinvolvedinthe White Center Committee.
To find out moreinformation, call Maythia
Airhart at 206-205-0916 or visit
www.metrokc.gov/health/asthma/
forum.htm.

information call 206-937-5459.

Diversity Festival

The annual High Point Diversity
Festival will be held thisyear on Saturday,
Aug. 14 and there will be a contest for
this year’s festival poster and T-shirt
design. Thethemefor thefestival (which
must be used in the design) will be
“Celebrating You Celebrating Me.” All
High Point and West Seattleresidentsare
welcome to enter. Entries must be
postmarked by June 15. For more
information, call 206-938-4667.
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Senior gathering
attendees get wet

Special senior gathering brings new and old
friends together and introduces them all to a
valuable neighborhood resource

By NEFERTARI |
Seattle Housing Authority

The Senior Gathering held on April 28 at
the Rainier Beach Community Center
involved 39 seniors from Rainier Vista,
NewHolly, Peter Claver House, Park Place
and surrounding neighborhoods. In
addition, nine Seattle University nursing
students assisted with the event.

The nursing students presented
information on safe physical activities for
seniors. The seniorswere also given helpful
tips on the value of swimming as a great
physical exercise. At the end of the Senior
Gathering, several seniorsparticipatedin a
special opportunity to join other
neighborhood seniors in a water aerobics
class. The free class was offered as an

introduction to the many activitiesavailable
at the Rainier Beach Community Center.

Themonthly and specia quarterly Senior
Gatherings are sponsored as a southeast
senior partnership with Neighborhood
House, Seattle University Nursing Program,
Puget Sound Neighborhood Health Centers,
International District HousingAlliance, Park
Place, Seattle Parks and Recreation and
Seattle Housing Authority.

For information on activitiesfor seniors
at the Rainier Beach Community Center
please contact Angela Smith, Senior Adult
Programs Southeast Didtrict at 206-684-7484
or AnitaAdams, Rainier Beach Recreation
Center Coordinator at 206-386-1925.

For more information on exciting
upcoming Senior Gathering events please
contact Annie Edwardsat 206-461-4568 ext. 2.

JobsPlusand Job Corps
lead to a new start

By CHARLES REDELL
\oice editor

Almost one year ago, Kahnh Truong
went tovisit Larry Hill, JobsPluscoordinator,
because he wanted to get ajob in one of the
construction trades. Hill saw the potential
in this young man who was so driven to
succeed and immediately helped start him
on the path to getting aliving-wage job.

According to Hill, thefirst thing that they
did was work on some applications for
quality local contractors. At the sametime,
the two men had a long-term active
conversation going on about specialty
trades related to the reconstruction of
residential unitsin Sesttle.

After sometime, Truong, whois25years
old, decided what he wanted to do with his
career and enrolled in Job Corps, an
organization that providesintensive hands-
ontraining in avariety of building trades.
Truong headed off to Sedro-Woolley, Wash.
to receive training so that he could
eventually becomeajourneyman electrician.
He took well to the training and was even
named “ Electrician Student of the Month.”

In April, Truong came home to Rainier
Vista on break from his training activities
and went to find Hill for some more help
finding a job. His final requirement to
graduate from the Job Corps program would
be to “find a construction job.”

Hill and Truong went to work putting
together a new application for Walsh
Construction. Shortly after that application
was in, Truong received a call to be
interviewed at Walsh. He did an excellent
jobin hisinterview and scheduled the drug
test and physical that the company requires
of all its employees right away. He called
his counselor at the Job Corpsto share the
good news.

His counselor wasworried that thisnew

PHoTO courTESY LARRY HiLL, JoBsPLus

Khanh Truong is working as a laborer
and is on his way to being a journeyman
electrician.

job might not alow Truong to get back to
Sedro-Woolley in order to fill out the final
paperwork and collect his personal
belongings. So Hill stepped in to help fix
the problem and was able to negotiate a
solution that would allow Truong to take
care of theseformalities on a Saturday when
thefacilitiesare generally closed.

Currently Truong isdoing agreat job at
Walsh where he works half a block away
from home. He is close to fulfilling his
requirementsfor Job Corpsandisearninga
living wage at the sametime.

“1 want to stay with the electrical trade
and get my union journeyman card,”
Truong said. “To succeed ... you must get
along with others. And don’t get into
trouble. Follow therules.”

For information about Job Corps or to
get hepfrom Larry Hill at JobsPlus, call 206-
722-4010ext. 6.

Community event brings
out many cultures

By AMY SIQVELAND
\foice reporter

A recent development in the Seattle
University School of Nursing curriculum
was the establishment of a community-
based sequence of courses. During their
sixth and seventh quarters, nursing
studentsare required to meet with providers
and residents in communities surrounding
the school to create specific projects that
will meet identified community needs.

“Thecurriculum at the Seattle University
School of Nursing incorporates numerous
community experienceswhich areintended
to instill in students the importance of
primary healthcare,” explained Matthew
Cazier, one of the this year’s nursing
students. “The university itself is based on
the Jesuit tradition of service and social
justice, and the College of Nursing has had
a specia relationship with Rainier Vista,
NewHolly, High Point, Yesler Terrace and
Park Lakefor over threeyears now.”

The students’ involvement in the
communities has resulted in the
continuation of many projects. At NewHolly,
one group of students created acommunity
Health Desk. Now, each Winter and Spring
quarter, anew group of students staffs that
desk in order to meet the community and
get to know their health concerns.

The studentswho work at Yesler Terrace
have been involved in the planning of

Summer blast

Rainier Vista Boys & Girls Club
presents Summer Blast 2004. The
programwill befrom 7:30 am. to 6 p.m.
Monday to Friday between June 21 and
August 20. The cost will be $60 per week
or $450for nineweeks. There are special
rates for Rainier Vista residents. Your
child’s days will be filled with fun and
exciting activities including swimming,
field trips, computer activities, arts and
crafts and much more. For more
information contact Denise Lewisat 206-
725-4197.

Free advertisement for residents

Rainier Vista's Community Information
Station isavailableto residentswho want
to placean ad for free. The bulletin board
is located outside on the wall of the
community room. To placean ad, call 206-
461-4568 or stop by the office located at
3600 S. Oregon St.

Council meeting
The community meetings for the

Community notes

At a Game Night
hosted by Seattle
University nursing
students in May,
residents had a
chance to come out
and get to know
each other through
a variety of cultural
events and games.
At left, one of the
young participants
has some fun.

PHoTo BY AMY SIQVELAND, VOICE

regular community events such as last
winter’s Disaster Preparedness Fair or the
annual Holiday Senior Luncheon.

Although the students’ projects do have
a loose structure to fit the academic
requirements, the ideas and the manner in
which the events are organized come
directly from the community members
themselves.

Thisyear, on May 21, Seattle University
nursing students hosted a game night in
partnership with the Rainier Vista Boys &
Girls Club, Seattle Housing Authority, Girl
Scouts and Neighborhood House as a part
of their project. Therewere games, food and
various cultural performances. There were
also prizes awarded to children for their
efforts.

“We conducted interviews with key
peoplewho work with the community,” said
Robyn Seaburg, another nursing student.
“It was determined that there was a need
for an event that would bring familiesfrom
different cultures together in the Rainier
Vistaneighborhood at thistime.”

Beverly Johnson, the faculty member at
Seattle University who oversaw the
students’ project said, “Our short term
goals for the evening were conversations
and play among families that attended and
our long term goalsareincreased interaction
among RV residents. Itismy hopethat this
event was able to stimulate those initial
interactions and conversations.”

Rainier Vistal eadership Team are onthe
second Wednesday of the month. The
meetings are at 6:30 p.m. In June, the
meeting will be held on June9.

Correction

Last month, Michael Neguse was
identified asthe* new Community Police
Team contact” at Rainier Vista. Heis
actually the new Seattle Neighborhood
Group Crime Prevention Organizer. We
apologize for any confusion.

Computer study

Researchers at the University of
Washington are conducting a study to
examinehow usersuse help systems. The
study consists of the completion of an
online questionnaire and one two-hour
observation session. Participants will
receive a $10 gift certificate to
Amazon.com and those invited to
observation sessionswill receive $24.

Tofill out the questionnaire, call 206-
616-6110, or e-mail Melody Ivory at
hhstudy @u.washington.edu.

|
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Many neighbors have variety of stories to tell

By CHARLES REDELL
\oice editor

Everyone knows that there are many
different cultures living in NewHolly.
Viethamese, Somali and Russian families
share the neighborhood with people from
Eritrea, the Philippinesand Mexico. Public
housing residents live next door to
homeowners, senior citizens share the
sidewalks with children and the list goes
on. Itishow NewHolly issupposed to work
thanks to an effort by the Seattle Housing
Authority to end what many see as the
segregation of low-income peoplein specific
public housing communities.

But a feeling of community between
neighbors isn’'t created just by having
peoplefrom different backgroundslive next
door to each other. Helping make that first
connection between people is the goal
behind the Many Neighbors, Many Stories
project at NewHolly.

The project was created when the City
of Seattle awarded the NewHolly
Multicultural Communication Club agrant
for $14,180 in September 2003. Now, the
project iswell under way and its volunteer
members are fanning out across the
community to interview their neighbors as
part of an effort to introduce all the unique
culturesin NewHolly to everyoneliving in
the neighborhood.

Oneof thesevolunteersisBeverly Riley.
Shewasaresident of the old Holly Park and
still livesin NewHolly today. She haslived
in the community for 24 years and is no
stranger to diverse cultures. Her husband
wasinthe Army and asaresult, her family
haslived all over theworld.

“For people from different cultures, it's
hard to get to know each other,” she says.
“| can see the advantage of people getting
to know each other better. They understand
better how to be helpful to each other.”

Every so often Riley gets in touch with
another volunteer resident of NewHolly and
setsup atimeto meet with them to conduct
aninterview. She asksthem if they want to
meet in the subject’s home — which Riley
prefers because then she can see how the
person lives — or somewhere else such as
theNewHolly Family Center.

When she meets with her subject, Riley
helps the person feel comfortable with the
situation by chatting informally for a few
minutes. After that, she launches into the
interview questionsthat werewritten by the
project’sorganizers.

The next step in the project will be to
takeall theinformation learned and collect
it into a booklet to distribute to the whole
community. Thegoal, according to Riley, is
tomakeit more comfortablefor peoplefrom
different culturesthat live next door to each
other to make the first move and initiate a

friendship.

“Many Neighbors, Many Stories is
encouraging people to get to know their
neighborsbetter,” Riley says. “Wehopethat
this will bring the community closer
together.”

gl *

—
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The Many Neighbors, Many Sories group held a kickoff celebration during April’s
Parent’s Night Out event. Beverly Riley, right, celebrated the project’s launch.

There are many types of volunteer
opportunities available with the Many
Neighbors, Many Stories project. For more
information or to be a part of the project,
contact Joy Moro at 206-723-1725 or
jmoro@seattlehousing.org.

Community activists
work for traffic safety

Unsafe drivers are a concern but the city can’t
help, so residents take on the project themselves

By CHARLES REDELL
\oice editor

Traffic safety isaconcern that everyone
shares. In a new neighborhood such as
NewHolly however, it is a subject that
people pay more attention to as kinks get
worked out of the new area’sroad designs.

According to Joy Moro, Seattle Housing
Authority community builder, many of the
intersectionsin NewHolly are uncontrolled.
Thismeansthat they don’t haveastop sign
or ayield sign. Additionally, someresidents
have noted that driversin the neighborhood
tend to speed down the quiet streets
endangering children and pets.

In response, members of the NewHolly
Safety Club haveinstigated atraffic safety
project that they hope will change the way
peopledrivearound NewHoally.

The first step in this project, according
to Naomi Hairychin who is a Block Watch
captain and a member of the safety club,
wasto invite John Maerck from the City of
Seattle to visit NewHolly and make
recommendations about the community’s
traffic concerns. When hevisited early this
year, he noted many locations where
improvements could be made but told
Hairychin that the city can’t put in
additional speed bumpsor street signsuntil
there is a history of accidents at a specific
location.

“SDOT basically doesn’t have the

money to be preventative,” Moro said
referring to the Seattle Department of
Treffic.

Thisgot Hairychin and her friend Linyae
Solomon thinking that they would have to
do something on their own. In May, thetwo
women, with the help of Moro, organized a
traffic safety forum in the NewHolly
Gathering Hall.

“Peoplefed really disempowered. They
feel like: “What can | do?” Hairychin said
before the event. “We're going to tell them
what they can do.”

One of the things the women told
attendeesthat they could do was maketheir
own street signs. At the event, Hairychin
and Solomon showed examplesof signsthat
they had drawn with their families and
encouraged everyonein attendance to make
someaswell. Then, according to Moro, she
could use some of the SHA community
building budget to get them printed up.
Residents could then post those signs in
their yardsand parking stripsin an effort to
get drivers to slow down and look out for
children.

The goal, according to Moro, is to get
the signs up before the summer and school
lets out.

“1 think those yard signswould bereally
effective,” Moro said.

To learn more about the traffic safety
project or the NewHolly Safety Club, contact
Joy Moro at 206-723-1725.

Teen health sitelaunches

By CHARLESREDELL
\oice editor

Thanksto the work of agroup of Seattle
University nursing students and the input
of NewHolly teenagers, thereisanew online
resource availableto help teensfind answers
to many of their health-related questions.

Resa Schell, Jerrae Johanson, Cheryl
Jacab, Jill Brinks, Kim Fierst and Monica
Jackinshave gotten to know NewHolly over
the last two years by working closely with
residents of the neighborhood at the
Community Health Desk, interviewing
service providers and community leaders.
Their overal goal wasto find out what health
concernsNewHolly residentswanted to see
addressed and then to address them.

According tothelively group of nursing
students, the biggest concern they heard
from residents was that the health desk is
only staffed once a week and for just six
months out of theyear. Residents, they said,
were asking for more resources to be
availablemore often.

According to Schell, because teenagers
most often approached them with questions,

Family Study Time

The NewHolly Youth and Family
Center offersfamily study timefrom 6 p.m.
until 7:30 p.m. Tuesday and Thursday
evenings. During these family study
times, school-aged youth receive help
from tutors with their school work while
at the sametime, parentscan get help with
learning English as a Second Language,
English conversation, GED preparation,
citizenship studies and more. No
appointment is necessary. For more

Community notes

a Web site seemed to be a natural way to
offer additional health information on a
regular basis.

The new Web site incorporates the
questions the students heard from various
teenagers at the health desk and those
raised during ateen health forum organized
by another group of nursing students at
NewHolly earlier thisyear.

The categories that the Web site covers
are extremely varied and cover traditional
health information such as eating disorders
and exerciseaswell aslesstraditional health
concerns like spiritual health. Fierst called
ita“holistic” approach to thetopic of health.

All of theresourcesthat will belisted are
accredited agencies such asthe Department
of Health. Additionally, thanks to a
partnership with the Atlantic Street Center
at NewHolly, there are plans for
neighborhood teensto display their artwork
and be involved with the site long term.

“We're trying to find ways for them to
ownit,” Fierst said.

The new teen health resources Web site
can be accessed by visiting
www.teenheal thtwister.org.

information, call 206-723-4073.

NewHolly Library events

The NewHolly library will have many
events for youth this summer including
“Brothers from Different Mothers:
Juggling Show” at 10:30 am. on July 2.
Join the brothers for an unforgettable
show filled with adventurous humor, witty
patter and lots of stuff flying through the
air. This program is suitable for ages 5
and up.

THEVOICE
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New P-Patch startsto grow

By CHARLES REDELL
\oice editor

A new P-patch garden is being built in
Yedler Terracein alarge plot below the lda
Brown Memorid playfield.

According to Haley Smith, an
AmeriCorps VISTA volunteer with the P-
Patch program, therewill be about 30 plots
available when the construction is done.
On top of those, literally, isaterraced area
where some native plants will be planted.
Thisareawasnot originally plannedtobea
part of the garden but, when the contractor
regraded the site, he removed extra
vegetation and hillside soil which will result
in the extra beautification for the
neighborhood.

Smith said that alot of work still hasto
gointo thefledgling garden before anything
can be planted there. Shealso said that there
are work parties planned for the next few
weeks so Yeder Terraceresidentsinterested
in helping out can lend a hand. According
to Smith, those who do volunteer to
construct the garden are first on the list to
get a patch to garden themselves.

The area where the new P-Patch is
located needs all the help it can get. The
stairs that run next to it are known around
Yeder Terraceasaplacewheredrug deders
and other individuals engaged in illicit
activities gather. But with the introduction
of the new P-Patch and some unique ideas,
the criminal activity around the area has
begun to decrease (please see the related

article on this page).

Though theareaisnot much morethan a
barren patch of land now, Smith sees much
potential inthe P-Patch site. Shecaledit a
“good sunny spot” and said that new soil
full of nutrients would be spread on it to a
depth of two feet.

“Anything that growswell in the Pacific
Northwest will grow well here,” shesaid.

Smith also pointed out that planting in
the garden is a great way to serve more
nutritious meals and save money. All
planting in P-Patches has to be organic,
which meansthat no chemical fertilizersor
pesticides can be used. To help make sure
this happens, the city offers multilingual
organic gardening classes around the city
(please see related article in the Local and
National section on page 2) and the P-Patch
program often gives out free organic seeds.

The new P-Patch isthe result of agrant
awarded by the City of SeattletotheYesler
Terrace community last year. That grant is
meant to pay for construction of theinitial
plot. Prospective gardeners need not worry
that the garden will fall into disarray once
theinitial investment is spent. At that point,
the garden falls under the auspices of the
city’sP-Patch program and will get the same
support that every P-Patch in Seattle gets.
Additionally, anonprofit organization called
the P-Patch Trust makes small grants
available to upgrade gardens.

For moreinformation or to get involved
inthe new P-Patch, contact Haley Smith at
206-684-3028.

Juneteenth iscoming

By CHARLES REDELL
\oice editor

The annual Yesler Terrace Juneteenth
celebration isjust around the corner.

Thisyear’sparty will beheld from 5 p.m.
to 8 p.m. on Friday, June 18. According to
Ellen Broeske, Seattle Housing Authority
community builder for the neighborhood,
the festival will be very exciting for
everybody involved.

“Even though thisismy first Juneteenth
at Yesler, many of the members of the
planning committee have been doing this
for years, so they know what peopleliketo
do at this event,” she said.

One of the new ideas that Broeske was
most excited about is a book exchange.
Organizerswill bring booksfrom homethat
they no longer want. They are hoping that
residentswill do the same so that everyone
who wantsto can take home anew book to
read.

“We' re making sure to get the word out
to non-English speaking residents too,”
Broeskesaid. “Wereally want to make sure
that they can exchange books in their
languages as well.”

Entertainment at the event will includea
local Eritrean youth dance group, the Phi
Beta Sigma Step Group and the Raging
Grannies.

Finally, of course, isthefood. Juneteenth
at Yesler Terrace is known as acommunity
barbeque and always features tasty treats.
Thisyear isno exception. Broeske said that
therewill betraditional American favorites
like hamburgers and hotdogs as well as a
sampling of more far-flung favorites from
East Africa and Southeast Asia.

Juneteenth is a entirely free, volunteer-
driven event and helpisstill needed. If you
areinterested in assisting with set-up, clean
up, food service, running activities or
something else, contact Ellen Broeske at
206-343-7484.

Notes from the manager

By Jubl CARTER
Community Manager

School will be out soon and I’ m hoping
that all residentswill be ableto enjoy asafe
and trouble-free summer. Here are some
guidelinesto help make that possible:

* Barbeque grills must be kept at least
five feet away from buildings. Those with
an upstairs one bedroom apartment will not
be able to barbeque on the balcony. If you
areusing charcoal briquettes, make surethat
they are cold before you put theminto your

garbage can.

¢ |f you have a wading pool, please do
not leave children alonewhilethey areinit.
Whilefilling it, watch to assurethat it does
not run over, wasting water. Please empty
the pool every day; and never leave it full
overnight. It only takesafew minutesfor a
child to drowninapool.

* Fireworksareillegal and dangerousto
use. In years past, fires have started from
the use of fireworks. Please do not buy your
childrenfireworks.

| hope to see everyone at Juneteenth.

Changing the land to

By CHARLES REDELL
\oice editor

Asthenew Yeder Terrace P-Patch finally
gets off the ground and more and more
residents are expected to use the stairs next
to the freeway between Yeser Terrace and
South Jackson Street, more attention is
being paid to the dangerous situation that
often exists on those stairs.

According to many community members,
the stairs are often unusabl e because of the
criminal activitiessuch asdrug dealing that
take place on them.

One major problem spot is the grassy
areaon the east side of the city-owned stairs
just below the P-Patch —whichisowned by
Seattle Housing Authority. Thisisapopular
hangout spot thanks to the convenient
hiding place created by afew bushesand a
low-hanging Willow tree. Many peoplewho
liveand work around Yeder Terrace say that
they won't use the stairs anymore because
of thethingsthey have seen going on there.

A solution is being crafted and hope,
thanksin part to the new P-Patch (seerelated
article on this page), is starting to bloom.

In May, the East Precinct Crime
Prevention Coordinator, Sonja Richter
presented her ideas for solving the
problemsusing Crime Prevention Through
Environmental Design (CPTED) techniques
at two public meetings.

According to a brochure published by
the Seattle Police Department, CPTED is“a
concept that integrates a natural approach
to crime prevention and neighborhood
planning. It works to prevent crime
problems by introducing concerns about
crime into the design and planning stages
of building projects.”

Free Internet access

The computer lab offers free Internet
access and classesto residentsinterested
in learning basic computer skills. The
center islocated at 825 Yesler Way. Itis
adjacent to Yesler Community Center on
thelower level. For moreinformation call
206-386-1245.

Basic computer skills

A basic computer skills class is
available for adults at the Yesler
Computer Lab. Classes are two days a
week and last up to 10 weeks. Students
will learn Introduction to Windows,
Microsoft Word, Excel and the Internet.
The center islocated at 825 Yesler Way.
For moreinformation call 206-386-1245.

Community notes

During a Crime
Prevention meeting
at the Willow tree
below the new P-
Patch in Yesler
Terrace, Sonja
Richter explained
her ideas for
solving crime
problems through
intentional

| environmental

& design.

Richter told a group of concerned
residentsat acrime prevention meeting held
under the Willow tree next to the stairslast
month that some people who have been
discussing the problem area have
suggested cutting down the Willow itself
as a solution. Richter said that she thinks
thisisthe wrong way to go.

She quoted her son at the meeting. “ L ook
at it this way: ‘Does the Willow tree do
drugs?”

Showing the group around the spot,
Richter described her ideasfor it. Instead of
cutting down “abeautiful tree,” she said it
would makemore senseto removetwo short,
dense bushes that block the view up the
hill from South Jackson Street to create
natural hiding spots. She also said that
trimming the branches of the Willow would
help the situation without killing the tree.

Finally, she pointed to awell-worn path
that leads of f the stairsand into the trees. If
some of the excavated dirt from the P-Patch
construction were moved to that spot to
stretch the hillside south, there would be
no flat land for peopleto hide on any longer.

One attendee at the meeting, Yesler
Terrace resident Jerry Marche, agreed that
cutting down the tree is the wrong idea.

“People who come down here to work
[on the P-Patch] might want to get in the
shade. | think to trim the tree up would
work,” hesaid.

Herold Eby, Yesler Terrace community
council president, was also at the meeting.
He made it clear that he wants to save the
100-year old tree and supports Richter’'s
ideas to stop crime on the spot.

“This tree is magjor historical item,” he
said. “We don’t want that tree chucked. It
needs to be preserved.”

Study help needed

Researchers at the University of
Washington are conducting a study to
examine how users use help systems. We
are looking for help users within the
greater Seattle and King County area to
participate. We encourage anyone who
uses help programs on computers or
mobile devices to complete the online
questionnaire. Participants will be
reimbursed with a $10 gift certificate to
Amazon.com for completing the
questionnaire. Participants who are
invited for observation sessions will
receive $24.

Tofill out the questionnaire, call 206-
616-6110, or e-mail Melody Ivory at
hhstudy @u.washington.edu.
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Choong trinh FLEXCAR khai tr66ng 6 New Holly

Sau nhieu thang chu an bé, Flexcar
se m0 cOa hoat fiong 6 cong fiong
New Holly. Ho fia mang ve xe méi
hom 1 thang Nam tai van phong
New Holly — ndi bai fiau xe cua
New Holly — la mot trong 19 fita
fiiem cua Flexcar. Chééng trinh
nay fac biet la fiem tien 16i cho
nhdng ngd6i fiang tim viec lam.
“New Holly hien théc c6 hoi cho
chodng trinh Flexcar, va chung toi
thich thu khi fiem fien cho c6 dan
cac (xe hdi fie cung chia nhau) xo
dung no” ong Brett Allen, Quan
Ly Vien cua Flexcar fia hoi nho
the. Ong noi tiep: “So hép tac voi
Metro thuoc quan King giup chung
toi tiep tuc trien khai fien nhieu
khu xom.”

Ne trd thanh hoi vien cua Flexcar,
qui vo phai tra le phi $25. Gia nay
co the giam mot nda cho nhéng ai
fiang tim viec lam hay fiang tham
gia nhong sinh hoat lien he toi
cong viec lam. Ne hdp le cho viec

giam gia, nhéng ngd6i x6 dung
phai fii chung xe (carpool) hoac
phai trinh giay xac nhan minh fiang
tham gia vao chodng trinh viec
lam. Mau fi6n xac nhan nay se
fiddc cung cap.

Flexcar la chd6ng trinh sang tao
nham giup x6 dung xe chung voi
nhau, d6éa vao quan niem la co
nhieu ngdi dan song trong thanh
pho chg can dung xe trong mot luc
nao fio thoi. Hoi vien co the fat gio
Xe trédc va x6 dung xe vao bat co
luc nao mien la chiec xe minh
muon dung fiang co san. Hoi vien
khong can phai tra tien xang hoac
phai bao hiem. Flexcar co fioi xe
voi tren 100 chiec . Co fiba iiem
phuc vu trong toan thanh pho
Seattle san sang phuc vu cac hoi
vien. Ne biet them chi tiet ve
chodng trinh Flexcar, hay vao tham
mang (internet) cua ho : http://
www.flexcar.com.
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